












f 

a 
tf 









DISSERTATION 
ON THE 

PROPERTIES and EFFICACY 
O F T H E 

Lijbon Diet-Drink; 

A Medicine, for many Years, fuccefsfully 
ufed in Portugal, in the Cure of the 

Venereal Difeafe and Scurvy. 
In which Its Comparative Excillinck with 

MERCURY and GUAIACUM 
IS CONSIDERED, 

And the Particular Cases are pointed out, 
where it juftly claims the Preference to Both. 

TOGETHER WITH 

REFLECTIONS 
ON THE 

Improper Use of MERCURY; 
AND THE 

M A N N E R of Its A C T I O N on the 

SOLIDS and FLUIDS. 

By J- LEAKE, Surgeon. 

 Morb€h autern, non Eloquentiâ, fed Remedijt 
curar:. Celsus. 

LONDON: 
Printed for j. Cia «ti, under the Royal-Exchange, Cornhill j 

H. S. Cox, in Paternofler-R»w; and R. Dodslzt, in Pall- 
mall. 1757. 

[ Pricc One Shilling and Sixpence. ] 



; or A 1 >, 

. 
V - .. 

4 y . • 
r 

v' 1 Oic: 

I . » 
Q X o . t 

.HI''. . 

' . .•? 3 * 

! 

. 



PREFACE. 

the late Calamity at Liibon, may 

deprive federal of a Medicine, which, 

for many Tears, had there been deemed in- 

eftimable, for its conjlant Succefs, in curing 

two Difeafes of the mojl formidable Kind j 

'tis prefumed the following Jhort Account of 

it may not be unacceptable \ and as it is my 

Aim, throughout the Whole, to avoid every 

Thing that may Jland in need of an Apology, 

I have nothing to offer by way of Excufe. 

Tl:ere are many Gentlemen, at this Time 

in London, who have themfelves not only 

experienced its happy Ejfetts Abroad, but 

have alfo remark d its Excellence in the Cafes 

of others ; and to Thefe, this Treatife is 

particularly addrefsdas mojl likely to fub- 

fcribe to the Merit of the Medicine, with- 

B 2 out 
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out any Mixture of Partiality or Preju- 

dice. 

JVhat I Jhall fet down concerning ity is 

not taken from the Authority or Credit of 

another, but is the immediate Refult of my 

own Obfervation and Knowledge of its 

Efficacy, in the perfeB Cure of the con- 

firm d Lues Venerea and Scurvy j having 

feen, when at Liibon, repeated In/lances qf 

its furprizing Sucçefs in thefe Difeafes, 

even when Salivation, and all other Me- 

thods, had been fubmitted to in vain, and 

the defpairing Patient was left to him- 

felf as incurable. 

'This Medicine, at Liibon, was univer- 

fally known by the Name of the German 

Diet-Drink, from its being given there, 

for many Tears, by a German, who, as I 

was inform d, had been Phyfician to the 

Queen Dowager of Portugal: Its Succefs 

•was fo amazing in many Cafes that were 

thought to be incurable, that feveral Gen- 

tlemen reforted thither Jrom England, 

Italy, 



Italy, Holland, and other Parts of Europe, 

in hopes of Relief; fo that, of late Tears, 

Montpelier has not been more famous than 

Liibon, for the Means of repairing thofe 

Conjlitutions 'which had fuffered from Vene- 

real Complaints. 

I have, for a confiderahle Time, given 

the fame Medicine, and hitherto 'with good 

Succefs; but decline producing particular 

Cafes from my own Pratt ice, as that might 

admit of E> c ption, and probably be look!d 

upon, by J'ome, as an artful Infinuation to 

recommend it: Being therefore perfectly 

aware of the Difficulty which may oppofe 

the favourable Mention of particular Reme- 

dies, the Reader is defired to remark, that I 

do not /land indebted to the following Sheets 

for a Proof of its Efficacy, but Jkall have 

Recourfe to Matters of Fail, to convince 

thofe who may be doubtfid\ by referring 

fuch to thofe very Perfons who have been 

cured by it after the mofl powerful Reme- 

dies had failed. 

The 



vi. 

The well-known Cafe of a Noblemdn of 

the firjl DiJlinSlion, about eleven Tears 

ago, is one of the many Injlances which 

fl:ews the remarkable Certainty of this 

Remedy, for, by its fole Ufe he was re- 

flored to Health, after the Advice of the 

mojl eminent Phyjicans had been followed 

no Purpofe. 

Half-moon-Street, Piccadilly, 

March the 5th, 1757. 
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SECT. I. 

O F T H E 

EFFICACY 

O F T H E 

Lijbon DIE T-D RINK. 

AND THE 

Properties by which it expels 
VENEREAL POISON. 

JXSSJBservations founded 

gí ° I* UP°" Experience are the fureil 

* x:35 t,uldes t0 Truth in every Sci- 

CW „f nvT' and when aPPl),'d '0 «he Cure of Difeafes, are ^ much more 

likely 
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likely to fucceed, than the moil refin'd 

and plauiible Theories, where thefe are 

difregarded and laid afide j by the fir ft, 

we have a true Copy of a Difeafe, where 

all its Symptoms, like the Features of a 

well-drawn Piâure, are faithfully deli- 

neated from the Life ; but where erring 

Hypothefis guides the Pencil, the Strokes, 

tho' ever fo delicate, widely differ from 

Nature, and exhibit not only a faint, but 

falfe Refemblance of the Original. 

And as Phyfick at fir it began without 

Theory, fo it might in a great Meafure 

fubfift without it: That had no Share in 

furniihing Hints, or guiding the wild A- 

merican to a Remedy for his Difeafe; for 

without enquiring into its Caufe, he 

would often cure, Relief being the only 

thing he fought or car d for. Thus pure 

Experience, built upon the moil fimple 

Knowledge, fupply'd the Place ot deep 

Speculation, and taught him to rate the 
Value 
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Value of his Medicine by the Eafe it 

procur'd him. 

Upon this Account, I ihall confine 

myfelf entirely to the fenlible Effeóts of 

the Medicine under Confideration, with- 

out confounding or obfcuring plain Fads 

with Matter of idle Surmife ; its conilant 

Succefs being a much ilronger and more 

inconteilable Proof of its Efficacy, than 

any Conclufion that can be drawn from 

the moft elaborate Defcription of its 

Excellence. 

But tho' I ihall only mention the moft 

evident Properties by which it expels the 

Venereal Poiion, or Scorbutic Acrimony, 

yet I am far from limiting its Power of 

Aition, folely to thofe Secretions which 

it principally tends to promote; fince 

Medicines often operate by Qualities too 

abftrufe to be djfcover'd by the Senfes. 

C 
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It may not here be improper to ob- 

ferve, that the nobleft and moft celebrated 

Specificks are not alike iuccefsful in all 

Cafes; the divine Powers of Opium do 

not always folace the Patient with Inter- 

vals of Eafe, nor does the moft prudent 

Ufe of the Bark invariably put a Stop to 

the Progrefs of an Intermittent; a con- 

vincing Proof, that the moft powerful 

Medicine cannot juftly be warranted in- 

fallible, and a Reafon too prevailing, to 

allow me the Mention of fo pompous an 

Epithet, upon this, or any other Oc- 

cafion. 

Formerly, the Lijbon Diet-Drink 

was chiefly confined to the Cure of the 

Pox and Scurvy, and generally, I believe, 

it may be the moft prevalent in thefe 

Difeafes; but it may alfo be given with 

admirable Succefs in moft Diforders that 

arife from Acrimony, or a vifcid State of 

the Blood. 
It 
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In the Rheumatifm, and irregular Gout, 

it is of vaft Service j in which Cafes, I 

have known it afford the moft fenfible 

Relief; for it not only dilfolves the ob- 

ftrudting Matter, but blunts the Acrimony 

of the fliarp Juices, and by conveying 

them gradually out of the Body, by the 

feveral Secretions, it mitigates the moil 

ievere wandering Pains. 

It produces its Effe&s in the moft fa- 

lutary, gentle Manner, a&ing principally 

by Perfpiration, Urine, and moderate 

Stools; infomuch, that wherever there is 

Sufpicion of a venereal Taint, it may be 

given with the utmoft Safety and Succeis 

to Children, and Women ivith Child j and 

as Infants are often infeited by diftem- 

per'd Nurfes, or fometimes born Heirs to 

this cruel Difeafe, this Medicine, by its 

Mildnefs, becomes peculiarly adapted to 

the Cure ; being proper in the moft ten • 

C 2 der 
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der Conílitutions, and even in heãic 

Complaints, where the Uíe of Mercury 

would be highly prejudicial. 

In the Cure of Difeafes, we are often 

dire&ed to watch the Courfe of Nature, 

and to obferve with Diligence the Steps 

ihe takes to free herlelf of every Incum- 

brance ; now in the Venereal Difcafe and 

Scurvy, die Patient is oftentimes feiz'd 

with a Flux of the Belly, which being 

an Effort of Nature, to throw off the 

morbid Matter by the inteftinal Glandsj 

Ought, by all Means, to be encouraged •, 

agreeable to this, 'tis evident that a Me- 

dicine which is gently laxative, and con- 

ilantly keeps the Bowels open, muft 

greatly contribute to the Cure, by afford- 

ing the Venereal Poifon a free PafTage out 

of the Body by the Inteftines, whenever 

Nature determines it that way: Again, 

when the tainted Juices are thrown out- 

wards, and deform the Skin with Erup- 

tions, 
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tions, this Medicine, by promoting a free 

Perfpiration, will affift in forwarding their 

Difcharge. In this Cafe, Dr. Robinfon, 

in his excellent Treatife on the Venereal 

Difeafe, abfolutely condemns a Salivation, 

as attended with very pernicious Confe- 

quences ; for, according to his Opinion, 

it may refolve the Matter of the Pocky 

Scabs, Blotches, and Ulcers, and oblige 

the tainted Juices, that Nature for her Se- 

curity had flung upon the Skin, to melt 

down, and retreat into the Blood again j 

which is ailing both againfl: the Laws of 

Nature, and the evident Maxims of the 

Animal OEconomy. 

The better to account for the Effe&g 

of the Diet-Drink, I fliall beg leave to 

confider, in the ihorteft Manner, the Na- 

ture of the Venereal Poiion, and the hor* 

rid Confequences arifing from it, when 

intimately mixed with the feveral Juices j 

for if the V irus, which, at firit, was only 

in 
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in Pofleflion of fome particular Part, is 

not fpeedily difengaged from the Place of 

its Refidence, and carried out of the Bo- 

dy by the Power of Medicines, or the Ef- 

forts of Nature, its Strength will be mul- 

tiplied in Proportion to the Time of its 

Stay, and by Degrees it will infinuate it- 

felf into the Blood, 'till the whole Mafs 

is contaminated : And as the Fluids fepa- 

rated from it, either in a found or dif- 

eas'd State, are conftantly converted into 

Solids, in order to fupply and repair the 

Lofs of what is wore away by the Actions 

of the Body ; that Poifon which, at firft, 

was local, will now be univerfally diffus'd 

throughout the Body, and the very Prin- 

ciples of its Exiftence will become in- 

fected. 

The Venereal Poifon is generally fup- 

pos'd to be of an acid, corroiive and fix'd 

Nature; from one or all of which Pro- 

perties, 'tis fuppos'd, almoft every Symp- 
tom 
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tom of the Difeafe may be accounted for: 

however, it is hard to affirm, with any 

great Certainty, that either the one or the 

other of thefe Qualities a&ually reiide in 

it; becaufe, we can only judge of the 

Nature of the Poifon by the Effeits it 

produces. 

First, I imagine it is thought to par- 

take of Acidity, from its coagulating the 

Lymph, and bringing on Obftruttions 

and Tumors in the feveral lymphatic 

Glands. 

Secondly, 'tis deem'd corrolive, from 

the ilrong Tendency that is obferv'd in 

Venereal Ulcers to fpread and eat deeper. 

And laftly, it is with great Reafon fuppos'd 

of a fix'd Nature, becaufe, the Infection 

is feldom or never communicated by Ef- 

fluvia, as in the Small-Pox, and other 

contagious Difeafes. 

The 
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The Blood, therefore, being alter'd 

from its found State, by the Acrimony of 

the Venereal Poifon ; all the Fluids fepe- 

rated from it become vitiated, and unfit 

for the Purpofes of Life; the Solids are 

not only robbed of their due Supply of 

Nourishment, but alio fufter greatly from 

the Sharpnefs of the Juices, irritating, 

and at lail eroding the VeiTels in which 

they circulate ; and from this Caufe arife 

Pain and Inflammations, which often ul- 

cerate without a previous Suppuration of 

the Part. 

; r ' ^ 'i f 
Besides, the Stimulus occafioned by 

the acrid Fluids, will follicit the minute 

VeiTels which are moil fenfible, to con- 

trail and force back their Contents into 

the larger Branches, and this, by leiTen- 

ing the Diameters of the feveral VeiTels, 

and preventing a due Circulation, will 

become the immediate Caufe of Obílruóti- 

on 
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on, Tumors, and Caries of the Bones; 

This contractile Difpoiition of the Solids 

is not at all Conjecture, but prov'd, from 

Experience, to be Matter of Fait: for 

by examining, with a Microicope, the 

Parts of an Animal in Pain, that is found 

fufficient to alter the Courfe of the Blood, 

and by the Spafms it occafions, will drive 

back the Fluids in their VeiTels, 'till the 

Stimulus is remov'd; fo that from this 

Obftruétion to the Progrefs of the Circu- 

lation, Tumors may probably happen, 

without any preternatural Thicknefs or 

Coagulation of the Blood. 

Indeed, it is generally thought, that 

at fir ft, the infectious Matter aits chiefly 

by coagulating the Juices, which ftag- 

nating, acquire a Degree of Acrimony 

fufficient to erode the Solid Parts, but 

whether the one of thefe Qualities pre- 

cedes the other, or whether they do not 

exiil together, from the Time of In- 

D fedtion, 
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fe&ion, is a Circumftance which, I think, 

has never yet been fufficiently clear'd 

up. 

The Viicidity of the Blood is alio the 

Confequence of the Venereal Poifon, 

which, concurring with its Acrimony, 

may produce Symptoms almoil innumer- 

able, and tho' varioufly complicated, yet 

all of them depending upon the two pre- 

ceding iimple Caufes. 

✓ 
The Globules of Blood have mutual At- 

tractions, which increafe in Proportion to 

theirSurface of Con tad:, and there are feve- 

ral Properties refiding in Matter, which 

are found to augment or diminiih this at- 

tractive Power; Vegetable Acids diflblve 

it, whilil mineral acid Spirits infallibly 

coagulate and difpofe it to run into pre- 

ternatural Cohefions ; and as the Vene- 

real Poifon is fuppos'd to be of an acid, 

or falfo-acid Nature, 'tis no wonder that 
it 
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it íhould thicken the Lymph, and bring 

on all the Symptoms confequent of that 

Quality, viz. Buboes in the Groin, In- 

flammations and Enlargement of the 

Teites, with Tumors and Obftru&ion of 

the Glands in feveral Parts of the Body. 

A viscid State of the Blood may like- 

wife happen from a defeil of its Motion 

from any Caufe j for as the conflituent 

Parts of all the animal Fluids are globu- 

lar in their natural State, fo do they pre- 

ferve that Figure by the conftant Revolu- 

tion of their Parts j by which, every fe- 

perate Particle may be confider'd as a 

Ball, or fmall Sphere, continually turn- 

ing round its own Axis, in various Di- 

rections ; therefore, as their Motions lan- 

guish, or wholly ceafe, thefe Particles 

muft recede from their original globular 

Figure, and aiTume others, more or lefs 

approaching thereunto: But fince fpheri- 

cal Particles do, of all others, contain 

D 2 the 
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the greateft Quantity of Matter under the 

leaft Surface, their Points of Contad, 

inter fc, muil be the fmalleil, and confe- 

quently the beil adapted to compofe a 

fluid Body ; fo that whenever the Juiccs 

change this Figure for any other that is 

pointed or angular, they are laid to be in 

a difeas'd or acrimonious State ; and not 

only fo, but they muil likewife become 

more glutinous and roapy, for the Co- 

heiion of their Parts will be in Proporti-? 

on to their Surface of Contadt, and as the 

Quantity of their Surface is increas'd by 

their new-acquir'd Figure, they muil, of 

neceflity, conftitute a Fluid more vifcid 

and tenacious than what it was before. 

This Indifpofition of the Juices will 

prove the greateil Obilacle to a free glan- 

dular Secretion, and the venal Blood be- 

ing, by this Means, depriv'd of that due 

Supply of Lymph, which, in a na- 

tural State, dilutes and keeps it fluid, will 

grow 
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grow thick and unfit for Circulation; its 

Motion will become languid, and its Rec- 

tum to the Heart, thro' the fmall VeiTels, 

more difficult; and as this Lofs of Mo- 

tion will ftill become greater and greater, 

as the feveral Glands increafe in their Ob- 

ítruítion, fo will the Blood's Vifcidity be 

augmented more and more. 

The Nature of the venereal Poifon 

being fuch as to communicate Acrimony, 

and difpofc the Blood to a viicid State, 

the Cure will be fooneil brought about by 

fuch Things as blunt the Acrimony, thin 

the Blood, and evacuate the offending 

Matter which occafioned thefe Depra- 

vities. 

The Lijbon Diet-Drink, already men- 

tion'd, is eminently poflels'd of all the 

above Properties, and by thefe it is di- 

rettly fuited to anfwer all the Intentions 

of Cure, 

'Tis 



[ i6 ] 

'Tis a nicc Point to commend with 

Judgment, and ftill more difficult, to 

avoid the Imputation of Partiality, in 

a Subject of this Kind ; I therefore beg 

Leave to acquaint the Reader, that I only 

look upon this Medicine as a valuable 

Acquifition, which in the Hands of ano- 

ther might be alike fuccefsful: and that 

the Merit of the Cures perform'd by it, are, 

by no Means, due to me, but properly 

belong to that Gentleman who firft in- 

troduc'd and apply'd it to Practice. 
r f 

It is compos'd of faline, penetrating, 

fubtile Parts, join'd with a foft refinous 

Balfam, which together make a kind of 

natural Soap, readily mixing with the 

animal Fluids, and with them eaiily con- 

vey'd to every part of the Body : It oc- 

cafions no Tumult in the Blood, nor ha- 

ftily follicits its own Expulfion, but goes 

the whole Length of the Circulation, 

and fearches to the Extremities of the 

fineft Strainers. 

By 
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By its faline, deterging Quality, it 

diffolves the coagulated Lymph, and 

powerfully fcours the obitrudted Glands ; 

whilft, by its foft balfamic Parts, it be- 

comes friendly to Nature, defending the 

Solids, and iheathing the Acrimony of 

the iharp Juices, which before were con- 

con ftantly eroding and preying upon their 

tender Fibres. 

Its EíFeéls in the Blood-VeiTels feems 

fomewhat anagolous to thofe of Oils in 

the Stomach, when taken upon Poifons, 

or Emulfions drank plentifully to remove 

theStranguary from bliftering with Spanijh 

Flies; for as the Defign of adminfter- 

ing thefe, is to blunt the cauftic Salts, 

and convey 'em out of the Body with- 

out wounding the Solids, fo is this Me- 

dicine intended to anfwer the like Pur- 

pofes, by breaking and inveloping the 

Afperity of the Venereal Poifon, and by 

inlarging the Secretions for its quicker 

Difcharge. This 
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This Medicine, therefore, being con- 

ftantly, and for a confiderable Time, 

largely admitted into the Mafs of Blood, 

by its ad:ive penetrating Salt, fufpended 

in a medicated Liquor, dilutes and leffens 

the Cohefion of its conftituent Parts, by 

Means of which the Venereal Poifon, or 

Scorbutic Acrimony, are the more eaiily 

feperated from the found Juices, and 

waih'd out of the Body by the feveral Se- 

cretions of Perfpiraiion, Urine, and 

Stool. 

In this Manner it thoroughly changes 

the whole Mafs of Blood from a dif- 

temper'd to a found State, and manifeilly 

works a radical Cure, without diforder- 

ing the Patient, or leaving him in that 

languid, death-like Condition, which un- 

avoidably follows a plentiful Salivation : 

On the contrary, it rather becomes a Re- 

Jlorathe, by imparting a balfamic Difpo- 
fition 
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íition to the Blood, and fupplying the 

Solids with fuch Matter as was^abraded 

and wore away by the Sharpnefs of the 

Juices; for the fame Reafon, it will alfo, 

in a great Meafure, repair the Injuries 

done to the Conftitution, by the impru- 

dent Ufe of Mercury j and upon this Ac- 

count, I have known two or three who 

grew fat during its Ufe, who before were 

extremely thin and emaciated by a pre- 

ceding Salivation. 

Hence alfo, the almoil certain Succefs 

of this Medicine in foul V?nereal, or Scor- 

butic Ulcers, which are not reftrain'd by 

Mercury, but continue fpreading in Spight 

of its liberal Ufe ; for in fuch Cafes, the 

Blood being depriv'd of its richeil and 

moil balfamic Parts, the very Stamina 

of the Solids give way, and tend to a 

State of DiiTolution. 

But, be a Medicine ever fo good and 

powerful, it ftill remains as a Thing of 

E the 
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the kit Importance, to diílinguiíh and 

particularize the feveral Cafes where it is 

found, from Pra&ice, to be the moil re- 

markably advantagious. 

I would therefore, from Experience, 

in a very particular Manner, recommend 

the Ule of the L'Jbon Diet-Drink, in 

worn-out, feeble Conilitutions, after a 

Salivation has fail'd, and left the Patient 

heétic or confumptive, with fpreading 

Ulcers, Eruptions on the Skin, an in- 

veterate Head-ach, acute wandering Pains, 

or any other Symptoms that may be 

deem'd truly Venereal or Scorbutic : In 

thefe Cafes it will fweeten and reflore the 

iharp thin Blood to its former balfamic 

State ; and from hence a more free and 

equal Circulation will again take Place : 

It is likewife given with the moil certain 

Succefs to infetfed Children, and Women 

with Child, and feems incomparably well 

fui ted to fuch delicate Conilitutions, fince 

I 
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I believe, there is no Remedy yet known 

fo fafe and gentle in its Operation, where 

the Event is alike fuccefsful. 

Whoever doubts the Efficacy of this 

Remedy, from its want of that Gravity 

with which Mercury and other Minerals 

are endued, need only attend to a com- 

mon Experiment, which will entirely 

overthrow that Objection, viz. The Bones 

of Animals, which have for Ibme Time 

eaten their Food with a Mixture of Mad- 

der-Root, do by this Means acquire a 

florid red Colour, even in their moil folid 

and compad Parts : This Circumftance is 

mention'd by Mr. Monro, fpeaking of the 

Veflels of the Bones. 

" The cleared Demonilration of the 

" intimate Diftribution of thefe fmall Ar- 

" teries, is, to obferve the Effefts of fuch 

" a tinging Subftance, as can retain its.. 
" Colour when fwallow'd, ^igefted, and 

E 2 " mix'd 
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" mix'd with the Blood of any living 

" Animal, and at the fame Time has Par- 

" tides fmall enough to be convey'd into 

" the VeiTels of the Bones; fuch is Rubia 

" Tinctorum,Madder-Root*; forwefee 

" the gradual Advances which this Tinc- 

" ture makes from the Periofteum into the 

" more internal Parts of the Bones, and 

" how univerfally the Diftribution of Li- 

" quors is made, the whole bony Sub- 

" ftance being tinged." 

From hence, it is evident that all the 

Parts of the Body, even the very Bones, a- 

bound with VeiTels infinitely fmall, which 

admit of Circulation, and are previous to the 

fubtile Particles of Medicines, which a<£t not 

at all by their Gravity, but rather by a 

Specific Quality, which, with the animal 

Fluids, is conftantly propell'd by the Force 

of 

* Philof. Tranfaft. Numb. 442, Art. 8. Numb. 
443, Art. 2. Numb. 457, Art. 4. Mem. de 1* 
Acad, des Sciences 1739, 1743. 
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of the Heart, and by Degrees tranfmitted 

to the aftedted Part j fo that tho' the Dif- 

eafe is ever fo inveterate, and the Patient 

infeéted, even to the Bones, provided he 

will conform to a proper Regimen, and 

duly continue this Diet-Drink, for a con- 

fiderable Time, he may in the End, with 

the greateft Probability, rely upon an ab- 

solute Cure. 

But, feeing the Circulation in the 

fmalleft Order of VelTels appears too re- 

mote from the Heart, to be mov'd by its 

Impulfe, perhaps, a medicinal Effed: on 

fuch Parts may be better accounted for, 

by afcribing the Motion of the Fluids to 

Attraction, fimular to that in capillary 

Glafs Tubes, or to what we fee in the 

vegetable Syphon, atone End imbibing * 

the Fluid, which riies againft its own 

Gravity, and is difcharged at the other. 

The 

* Vide Kinneir's Eflay on the Nerves. 
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The Scurvy, according to the beit 

Writers, cannot properly be defin'd a 

fimple Affedion depending upon any one 

iingle proximate Caufe; but is rather a 

Complication of Diforders, attacking the 

Patient with various Symptoms, moft of 

which may be trac'd to the Fountain from 

which they fpring, viz. a bad Conftitution 

of the Blood : This Difcracy of the 
Blood, may be occafion'd by tedious and 
long-continu'd Illnefs, by unwholefome 

Diet, fuch as that of t lefh-Meats, which 

are rendered indigeilible, from the vaft 

Quantity of Salt ufed in preferving them, 

by drinking of corrupted ftagnating Wa- 

ter, or by breathing a confin'd, moift, in- 

ela'ftic, or putrid Air; but, according to 

Lind, thofe who have undergone a Sali- 

vation are, of all others, the moil iub- 

jedt to this Difeafe. 

It may be obferv'd of Sea-Salt, that 

the Force of the digeilive Faculties only 
ferve 
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ferve to fubtilize its Parts, but is ineffici- 

ent to change its Nature, which, after 

repeated Circulations, itill remains invin- 

cibly the fame; fo that, without thefe 

Salts, with which the Blood is over- 

itock'd, are plentifully carried out of the 

Body by the Urinary PaiTages, they will 

fall upon the Glands of the Skin, in form 

of yellow fcurfy Eruptions; or elfe by 

vellicating and eroding the mufcular Fi- 

bres, the Blood will extravafate, and oc- 

cafion black petechial Spots, efpecially on 

the Legs; and as all animal and vegeta- 

ble Subitances become putrid, as foon as 

the progreffive Motion of their Fluids 

Ccaíès, thele Diicolourations will often af- 

terward break, and become troubleiome 

fpreading Sores : The Gums alfo grow 

fpungy, bleed upon the ilighteft Touch, 

and at laft will ulcerate, from the Acri- 

mony of the putrid Saliva. 

That the Kidnies are the proper ex- 

cretory Organs, by which this muria- 

tic 
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tic Acrimony is naturally difchargd, is 

evident from the Saltnefs of the Urine > 

and therefore, a Difeafe brought on by 

this Quality can never be more effectually 

cured, than by giving a diuretic Medicine, 

which alfo refifts Putrefaftion, and which, 

by diluting the Blood, will likewife dif- 

folve the iharp Salts, and carry them off, 

by an increas'd Urinary D'jcharge. 

Nothing, as Dr. Pringle obferves, 

could be more unexpe&ed than to find 

Sea-Salt a Haftner of Putrefaction ; yet 

his twenty-fifth Experiment demon drably 

proves it to be fuch ; for tho one Dram 

of Salt, in two Ounces of Water, pre- 

ferred Fleih fweet twenty Hours longer 

than pure Water, yet he found, from re- 

peated Experiments, that Fleih, with 

from five to twenty Grains of Sea-Salt, 

putrified fooner than the lame Quantity of 

Fleih infus'd in Water only ; and further 

obferves, fince Salt is never taken in Ali- 
ment, 
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mcnt, beyond the Proportion of the cor- 

rupting Quantities in the Experiment, it 

appears fubfervient to Digeftion, chiefly 

by a feptic Virtue ; and confequently, I 

think, may be juftly deem'd a principal 

Caufe of the Scurvy, contrary to the 

Opinion of a modern Writer on that Dif- 

eafe. 

It is the Nature of all animal Oils, 

when exalted by extraordinary Heat, or 

long Reft, to acquire a Degree of Ran- 

cidity, fufficient to bring on a total Cor- 

ruption of the Humours with which they 

are mix'd, and alfo to erode the Solids, 

where they chance to ftagnate: This 

íeems, in a great Meafure to be the Cafe, 

not only in the Scurvy, where the moil 

evident Marks of Putrefaction appear, 

but alio in the Bilious and Petechial Fe- 
• -j* 
*ver, where the Blood drawn from the 

Veins, particularly inthe Scurvy, fends up a 

putrid ftinking Smell, andappearsof a dark, 

F grceniih 
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greeniíll, muddy Hue, without any re- 

gular Separation of its Parts, after {land- 

ing to cool. 

'Tis found, from Experience, that no- 

thing will fooner corredl the Acrimony of 

rancid Oils, than vegetable Salts; for by 

mixing rancid Train Oil with Pot-aihes, 

it lofes its Sharpnefs, and is immediately 

chang'd into a Soap, which is a mild, in- 

nocent Subilance, widely differing from 

the two Bodies which produce it. 

In fuch a putrid State of the Humours 

as has been already hinted at, watery Di- 

lutees, tho' impregnated with the moil 

proper medicinal Virtues, can be of no 

Service, except endued with fuch a Sapo- 

naceous Quality, as will become a Medium 

to incorporate and combine the watery 

with the rancid oily Parts: The Lijbon 

Diet-Drink gives the moil plain and vili- 

ble Proofs of fuch a Quality, by the frothy 

Bubbles 
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Bubbles which remain on the Surface, 

for feveral Hours, after ihaking; and 

from this Property to divide, and mix 

with the Juices, and its Power to evacu- 

ate the morbid Humours by Perfpiration, 

Urine, and Stool, it tends to the Cure of 

the moil confirm'd Scurvy. 

Whatever impairs the Solids, and 

diminiihes their Force upon the Fluids, 

as long protradled Chronical Difeafes, a 

profufe Mercurial Salivation, £ffc. may 

likewife be principally concern'd in the 

Produdlion of this Difeafe. 

Every Degree of Putrifailion is fol- 

low'd with a proportional Degree of Re- 

folution in the Fluids, and a fuitable Re- 

laxation and Decay of the Solids, tho 

ever fo infenfible ; and fince the Blood is 

thoroughly melted down, and the Solid 

Fibres over-ilrain'd, wailed, and render'd 

effete by a Salivation, it may, without 

F 2 Doubt, 
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Doubt, be look'd upon as a Caufe pow- 

erfully difpofing the Patient to the Scurvy; 

for it evidently tends to promote the fame 

Procefs as that of Putrifadlion itfelf: This 

may probably be deem'd a fubftantial 

Rcafon, not only why the Scurvy fo often 

recurs after a Salivation, but alfo why the 

fmallefl Portions of Mercury are fo ex- 

tremely pernicious in that Difeafe, having 

often been found to excite the moil pro- 

fufe falivary Difcharge, with the Lois of 

the Gums and Teeth, and likewife, for 

the moil Part, to be attended with a 

dangerous Bloody Flux. 

In fuch Cafes, theMercury will not only 

farther break downtheTextureof the Blood, 

already too much deilroy'd, but will alfo 

exalt that Degree of Putrifailion which 

before exiiled in it from the fcorbutic 

Caufe: Befides, as Lind juilly obferves, 

the want of a due Perfpiration may like- 

wile account for the Reafon why Mercury 

in 
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in Scorbutics, fo powerfully falls upon 

the falival Glands, 

The Spring and Summer are the pro- 

per Seafons for taking this Medicine to the 

greatell Advantage, the ufual Quantity 

being a Pint Night • and Morning, for 

three Weeks, a Month, or longer, in 

Proportion to the long or ihort Duration 

of the Difeafe, and the Violence of the 

Symptoms; but ihould the Largenefs of 

the Draught chance to be an Objection, 

inftead of a Pint, half that Quantity 

may be taken, four Times a Day, with 

equal Succefs. 

It agrees with almoft every Stomach, 

and requires no Confinement j the Patient 

may ufe moderate Exercife, and go A- 

broad in his ufual Manner, but ought 

ftriitly to conform to the following Regi- 

men : He mud avoid all Acids, and every 

Thing fait or high-feafon'd : Fat Meats, 

Hog's 
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Hog's Fleíh, Fiíh and Vegetables are, at 

this Time, prejudicial; let him live 

chiefly upon dry Food, and white Meats 

roafted, fuch as Veal, Rabbit, Fowls, &c. 

He muil likewife abilain from the im- 

moderate Ufe of Liquids, efpecially thofe 

of the fpirituous Kind, and, at Meals, 

drink moderately of Liibon, or any of 

the light white Wines, diluted with Wa- 

ter. 

■»-«; • 

This was the Method obferv'd in ad- 

miniilering the Diet - Drink at Lijbon, 

where this Medicine has fucceeded in the 

moil deplorable Cafes of the Venereal 

Difeafe and Scurvy, even when Salivation» 

and all other Means, prov'd ineffe&ual, 

and, for that Reafon, was constantly re- 

commended by the moil eminent Phyii-» 

cians and Surgeons there. 

SECT. 
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SECT. II. 

REFLECTIONS 
O N T H E . 

Improper Use of MERCURY; 
AND THE 

Marker of Its Action on the 

S O L I D S and FLUIDS. 
/ 

jyj E R C U R Y, or Quick-Silver, is 

a ponderous mineral Fluid, con- 

fining of very minute globular Parts, 

ealily divifible, and the heavieft of all Bo- 

dies, excepting Gold: Its Aifedions oa 

the Parts of the human Body are various 

and furpriling, but, in general, may be 

accounted for, from its Gravity, Divifibility 

and Figure : By the firft Property, it may 

be 
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be confidcr'd to a dl with a mechanical 

Power, like that of the Wedge, &c. By 

the fecond, it becomes capable of infinu- 

ating itfelf into and pervading the moil 

minute capillary Veilclsj and by the 

ThirJ, 'tis exquiiitely fitted for Motion 

and Circulation, when mix'd with the 

animal Fluids» 

The Preparations of this Mineral, aô 

apply'd to tire Practice of Medicine, have 

afforded Subjed for various Opinions, be- 

ing, by Some, deem'd highly pernicious, 

and fufpe<£ted of arfenical Qualities, con- 

fequently a dangerous Poifon, and abfo-> 

lutely unfitformedicinal Purpofes: Others 

again, have applauded their Excellence, 

and zealouily infilled on their Safety and 

Efficacy in many Difeafes, particularly 

that of the Lues Venerea: But both Par- 

ties have certainly err'd in the Extreme j 

for the firíl raihly condemn'd this valua- 

ble Medicine, from the terrible Symp- 

toms 
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toms that follow'd its improper Ufe, with- 
out ever coniidering, that the horrid De- 

vaftation it made, was more owing to the 

immoderate Quantity, than to any 
deleterious Quality reiiding in it: On the 
other Hand, the Advocates for it, too la- 
vilhly com men d ed it, without fufficiently 

attending to thofe particular Cafes, in 
which later Experience proves it to be ex- 
tremely pernicious: And yet this Oppoii- 
tion of Opinions feems not at all unac- 

countable, for in the early Stages of the 

enereal Difeafe, a Medicine, thus uncer- 
tain in its Qualities, was chiefly admini- 
lter d by Empericks, and unikilful Men 

who boldly gave to one, that which had 

curd another of the like Difeafe, with- 

out any Regard to proper Dofe, or the Dif- 

ference of Conilitution. Such inconii- 

derate Praftice produe'd the moil dread- 
ful Effcdts, and Death itfelf was often- 

times the Confequence; for, by over- 

loading the Blood with Mercury, the 

Patient was quickly deilroy'd by a Hce- 

morrhage, Suffocation, orfuch like alarm- 
in2 Symptoms; fo that'tis no wonder it 

íhould 
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íhould fall into Difcredit and Negledt: 
However, there were not wanting fome, 

who, by more cautious and rational Me- 
thods, became able, to afcertain its Dofe; 

with more Exaótnefs, and from the 
better Succefs of thofe, it was again re- 

viv'd in Pradice, and brought into Efteem. 
Medicines, therefore, like mod other 

Things, derive their Value from their 

proper Ufe, fince we find the fame medi- 

cinal Subftances good or bad, according 

to the Manner of their Application. 

An Attempt to raife the Etleem of one 
Medicine by degrading another, might 

juftly admit of the moil fevere Cenfure ; 
and therefore, before I go further, Avail 
be^ leave to obviate every Objection of 
this Kind, by aiTuring the Reader, that this 

is fo foreign and repugnant to my Delign, 
that 'tis the only Thing which I would 
induilrioufly feek to avoid; for through- 

out the whole, I would only be under- 
ftood to doubt the Safety or Succefs of a 
Salivation in particular Cafes, where a 

gentler Remedy would not only more 
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certainly effeél a Cure, but what is of the 
greatefl Confequence, without fubjeóting 
the feeble Patient to thoie Injuries which 

his Conilitution muft undavoidably fufbin 

by a Treatment lo tedious and ievere. 

Mercury, in its pureil State, ieems 
void of all Acrimony, except diverted of 

its natural Form by a Chymical Procefs ; 
and fuch is the peculiar Property of this 

Fluid, that its ultimate Particles will ilill 

retain their fpherical Figure, tho' divided 
and rcfolv'd into the moil fubtile Vapour j 

and fince it is fuppos'd to ad upon the 

human Body by its Gravity, Diviíibilitv» 
and Figure; 'tis highly probable that 
moil of the elaborate chymical ProceiTes, 
by changing its Figure, leiTening its Gra- 

vity, and fixing its Motion, rather tend to 

deflroy than to exalt its medicinal Virtues. 

Mercurials, when judicioufly given, 
may, without Doubt, generally prove the 

ablolute Cure of the Pox in robuil Ha- 
bits ; yet there are many Conftitutions 

which have fufFer'd fo much from the long 

G 2 Con- 
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Continuance of the Difeafe, and the im- 

proper Application of Mercury, that they 

are unable, any longer, to withftand the 

Force of fevere Remedies, and moft like- 
ly would fink under a Salivation ; which, 

with a long Courfe of Abftinence, during 

the Progrefs of it, is fuffrcient to induce 

fuch a Wafte of the Body, as oftentimes, 

is never to be repair'd : So that the un- 
happy Patient, tho' perhaps cur'd of the 

Pox, languiíhes out his Days, and at laft 
dies of a Confumption. 

With a View therefore to caution a- 

gainft the indifcriminate Ufe of Mercury in 
all Cafes th^it are fuppos'd Venereal; I 

fhall venture an Attempt to ihew how it 

may be hurtful to a weakly Conilitution, 

either when receiv'd into the Blood in a 
Salivation, orwhere theVenereal Difeafe is 

complicated with others, which may be 
exafperated and render'd worfe by its Ap- 

plication. 

Mercury is a Fluid, whofe fpecific 

Gravity is fourteen Times greater than 
that 
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that of the Blood; and tho' the Quantity of 

Motion in the mercurial Globules, when 
mix'd with the Blood in the largeft VelTels 

is, at firil but fourteen Times greater 
than the Globules of Blood j yet, in the 

fmalleft Branches of the Capillary Arteries, 
it will be above a hundred Times greater; 

according to the Calculation of the learn- 
ed Ajlruc. 

Now it is evident what will be the 

Confequence of the great Difproportion 
between the increas'd Motion of the 
Blood, and the Refinance of the Fibres 
which compoie its Veflels; for as they 
are adted upon by a Force, one hundred 

Times greater than what they fuftain'd in 

a natural State, it is requiiite that their 

Power of Refiftance ihould be nearly a 

hundred Times greater than before, to 

counteract the Velocity of the Blood's 
Motion : But this is io far from being the 
Cafe in a Salivation, that the Solids, in- 

ftead of being ftrengthned, are daily 

weaken d and relax'd more and more j 

firil, 
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firft, from the (lender Diet enjoin'd in the 
Salivation ; fecondly, from the Addition 

of Mercury entering the Blood at each 
Friftion; and laftly, from the profufe 

and immoderate Difcharge of Saliva. 

The great DilTolution which the Mafs 

of Blood fuffers from the A&ion of Mer- 
cury, may alfo become an additional 
Caufe in overcoming the Tone of the 

Vefiels, and help to deftroy that mutual 

Adtion and Re-adtion which ought to 

fubfiil between the Solids and Fluids; 

for fuppofing the Blood to confift of dif- 
ferent Orders of Globules, which is the 
received Opinion ; as its conftituent Parts 
become comminuted and melted down 

by the Gravity of Mercury; the excef- 
five Heat, at this Time produced by its 

quick Motion and Attrition againft the 
Sides of the VeiTels, will rarify the Air 
ihut up in each Globule, lb as to make it 
pofiefs a larger Space and diftend the 

Vefiels, efpecially thofe of the weaker 
Vifcera, even to the Danger of burfting. 

That 
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That Air really exifts in the Globules of 

Blood feems plain from their Spherical 

Figure, but Obfervations with the Mi- 

crofcope have now fo far confirmed that 

SuppoHtion, as to leave no Room for 

Difpute ; for by examining the Circula- 

tion, Leewenhoeck AiTerts, that in their 

Pafiage through the capillary VelTels they 

change into an oval Figure, reafuming 

their Roundnefs as foon as they come 

into a larger Space: This change of 

Figure in the fanguineous Globules de- 

notes the Elafticity of the Air they con- 

tain, fince nothing is Elailic but what has 

Air in its Compofition. 

Nor will the vaft Force of the Airs 

Expanfion when rarified by Heat, feem 

at all ftrange to thofe who confider it as 

the principal Agent employed in digeil- 

ing our Food in the Stomach. 

To the foregoing Suppoiition, may be 

objected the Experiment of tying a Portion 

of 
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of an Artery with its circulating Blood 

included, for fince no fenfible Swelling 

was perceived in it, after placing it in the 

exhaufted Receiver of the Air Pump, it 

was from thence inferred that the Air 

contained in the Blood remained inelaitic 

in its natural State : But this Experi- 

ment feems fallacious and not fufficiently 

conclufive, for if the Refiftance of the 

ilrong Arterial Coats w«iw~more than 

equal to the Force of the Airs Expanfion, 

no fenfible Enlargement could poflibly 

happen. 
* 

From hence it plainly appears, that 

in a Salivation, the Blood adts with the 

greateft Violence at a Time when the 

Solids are the leaft able to refift it, and 

confequently by its Rapidity may buri^ 

its containing VeiTels, as appears evident 

from the Patients bloody Stools, Haemor- 

rhage from the Nofe, Mouth, &c. 

With- 
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Without difregarding the Teillmony 

of Truth, it cannot be denied but that 

this Remedy is fometimes attended with 

Coniequences not only dangerous but 

often fatal, particularly where a heftic 

Fever prevails or where the Lungs or 

any of the fofter Vifcera are in a decay'd 

State, for to give Mercurials with Free- 

dom in fuch Caies would be giving cer- 

tain Death to the Patient; fo that Saliva- 

tion is fo far frdm being always proper, 

in every Circumftance of the Venereal 

Difeafe, that it often manifeftly en- 

dangers the Patient, and lays a Founda- 

tion for future Difeafes. 
■ , ' ' ' ■ i t fj ' j J J 

For the Reafons already given, it will 

difpofe the Body to a State of univerfal 

Relaxation, which will become the Pa- 

rent of Stubborn and íòmetimes incurable 

chronical Complaints, fuch as exceffive 

Weaknefs, Confumption, Dropfy and 

H heétíc 
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hedic Fever: For as the Strength of A- 

nimals is fuppofed to be in a triplicate 

Proportion to their Quantity of Blood, 

how great muil be the Weaknefs of the 

Body after a Salivation ? Where the Vef- 

fels which were before diftended, en- 

larged and overitrained beyond Meafure, 

are now drained of their nutritious Juices, 

and of afudden, left almoil empty, from 

the profufe Difcharge of Saliva and Sweat. 

Almost every one, from his own Ex- 

perience, can tell the Inconvenience that 

attends a fimple Sprain in any Part of the 

Body, and how long it is before the af- 

fe&ed Part regains its former Strength: 

The fame Caufe, tho' in a lefs Degree, 

will alio account for the exceffive Weak- 

nefs that fo often follows a high-raifed Sali- 

vation > for in both Cafes the Nature of the 

Injury is the fame, viz. the Application of 

a greater Force to the Solids than their 

natural Stru&ure can bear; only in the 
Firft, 
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Firít, the Effeft is inftantaneoufly pro- 

duced in a particular Part, with the Senfe 

of Pain, and in the Laft, the Complaint 

is univerfal and brought about by De- 

grees fo flow and infeniible, as not to give 

iuch manifeft Marks of approaching 

Danger. 

Indigestion is likewife a Diforder 

more immediately arifing from Relaxa- 

tion than from any other Caufe, as is evi- 

dent by the Means which relieve it, for 

whatever braces the Fibres and increafes 

mufcular Motion, feldom fails of reftor- 

ing the Stomach. 

The Contraction of the Heart is alfo, 

at this Time, extremely Weak, and that 

Power which the Solids ought to exert 

upon the Fluids being wanting, the Cir- 

culation becomes languid, the Motion of 

the Blood at its laft Ebb, and Perfpiration 

is almoft totally obftruiled: Thus then 

H 2 that 
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that Vapour which ought conftantlyto ex- 

halefrom the Pores of the Skin, being re- 

tained, the Veffels will be overloaded with 

Serum and a bloated anafarcous Habit ge- 

nerally enfues; andfince there is a Tenden- 

cy in the Blood to refolve into itsconftituent 

Parts, when free'd from the Compreflion 

of the Solids, as long as the Fibres remain 

lax and inaótive, fo long will the Blood 

unavoidably continue in a watery State. 
r.staJl moil yniii i v 1: jznur.i ' 

This Tendency of the Patients Confti- 

tution to a Dropfy, cannot be wonder'd 

at, fince that Difeafe is often found to 

fupervene a profufe Hemorrhage from 

the Nofe, Uterus, &c. And as the Dif- 

charge in a Salivation is not only fup- 

plyed from the Blood * but is alfo derived 

from the ver}' Stamina of the Solids them- 

felves diflolv'd and melted down, may not 

this vailExpence of thefe Solids and Fluids 

be much more likely to produce a Dropfy 

than 

Vide Robinfon on Confump. Chap. III. p. 48. 
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an a fimple Flux óf Blood, or a preter- 

natural increafe of any of the other Eva- 

cuations ? 

' J "   " ■ i'i.v i _ 

Excessive Weakneis and a defeét of 

Pciipiration may alfo arife from a bad Di- 

geilion, for in fuch Cafes, the Nouriih- 

. ment derived from the Food in the Sto- 

mach is not fufficiently Elaborated, and 

enters the Blood in a crude unconcotted 

State, without ever being fo fubdued and 

fubtilized by the circulating Powers as 

duly to nourjih the Body, or render it line - 

enough to pafs off by the cutaneous Pores. 

With the utmoft Refpedt and De- 

ference to the Opinion and Pradtice of 

others, I ihould therefore, think it ad- 

viiiblc whenever Salivation is required, to 

raife it by flow Degrees, and inftead of 

the ulual Quantities of three Drachms or 

half an Ounce of the Mercurial Unftion 

rubbed in at one Time, to apply only a 

Drachm 



Drachm or a Drachm and a Half by pro- 

per Intervals, for by this Means, the Mer- 

cury will lie longer in the Body and have 

more Time to aft, without folliciting its 

Expulfion at the Mouth; the Secretions 

in eeneral will alfo be more moderately 

and equally affeaed, and the Patient both 

more fafe' and certain of a Cure, pro- 

vided this Method is continued its due 

Time: For when a large Quantity of the 

Unaion is applyed at once, or too haftily 

repeated, the falivary Glands become 

dilated of a fudden, and their Refiftance 

to the Difcharge of Saliva fo fmall, that 

the Mercury no fooner enters the Blood 

than it ruihes off by the Mouth; yet this 

grofs Miftake of rating the Patients Safety 

by the Quantity he fpits, is fo prevailing, 

that it deferves to be remarked. 

This Circumftance feems one probable 

Caufe, why fo many are difappointed of 

a Cure after a plentiful Salivation ; for 
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the Mercury, when too liberally applyed, 

inftead of undergoing feveral Circulations 

and affe&ing the Habit in general, hurries 

off by the Glands of the Mouth, and 

leaves the venereal Poifon untouched in 

thofe Parts which lie moil remote from 

the Circulation. 

It feems alfoneceflary here to take No- 

tice, that Mercury does not always carry of 

the Infedtion by raifinga Spitting; for there 

have been many Initances, where that 

could not polTibly be procured, notwith- 

ftanding its plentiful Ufe, and yet the Pa- 

tient was perfedly freed from all his ve- 

nereal Symptoms; which Circumftance 

evidently fliews, that Salivation, though 

principally depended upon, is not a thing 

eilentially necelTary to the Cure. 

This I imagine might be the principal 

Reafon which firft gave rife to the Practice 

of curing the Pox by Mercury without a 

Salj- - 
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Salivation j for when it appeared from 

Experience, that the Cure was brought a- 

bout by an Enlargement of the Secretions, 

without the leait falivary Difcharge, 'twas 

highly rational to conclude that the Dif- 

eafe might be removed by promoting thefe 

Secretions without fubje&ing the Patient 

to the Severity of a Salivation: To this 

End, by giving fuch Things as determine 

the Mercury to the Pores of the Skin, or 

favour its Exit by Urine or Stool, and at 

the fame Time ordering Aftringent Gar- 

gles, the Flux of Saliva to the Glands of 

the Mouth has been entirely prevented. 

This Method is particularly recom- 

mended by Default, was alfo approved of 

and followed by Dr. Dcuglafs and others, 

and with a little Variation, in particular 

Cafes, has fince been pradtifed with Suc- 

cefs at one of the principal Locks in Town, 

under the Direction of a very eminent 

and ingenious Surgeon, no lefs remark- 
able 
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able for his great affability and a commu- 

nicative Difpofition for the Initrudtion of 

his Pupils, than for the many ufeful Im- 

provements he has added to the Science 

of Surgery. 
I 

Besides, the Succefs attending a Sali- 

vation ought not to be afcribed to any pe- 

culiar fpecifick Property inherent in Mer- 

cury, but merely to the difcharged Quan- 

tity of Saliva ; for 'tis generally believed, 

that if any other Body could be found, 

which would fufe the Blood and occaiion 

the like Difcharge of Saliva; that would 

in all Refpeds, as effectually Cure the 

Venereal Difeafe as a Salivation raifed by 

Mercury. 

The Mineral, io often mentioned, has 

been charged by the Antients with many 

pernicious Qualities, and fome * Obferva- 

tions of very modern Date ieem to fecond 

I their 

* Vidt Gent. Mag. Junt 1755. 
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their Opinion, fuggefting that it raifes a 

Salivation only by Virtue oí fome Arli- 

nical Particles with which it is intimately 

mixed, and which alone produce all the 

ill Effects arifing from its Ufe. 

Notwithstanding this Aílertion, I 

can hardly believe that it affe&s a Saliva- 

tion by a Property fo pernicious as that 

of which it is fufpe&ed; forfeiting that 

afide, all its bad Conferences may be 

deduced from its Gravity, by which, ac- 

cording to Sljlruc, it may overload the 

fofter Vifcerr, and tearafunder the diftend- 

ed Coats of the Vellels. 

This Opinion is confirmed and proved 

even to a Demcnftration, from an Expe- 

riment by Dr. IVtoulin in the Philof. Tran- 

fadt. No. 192, p. 486. Where, by injed* 

ing crude Mercury into the jugular Vein 

of a Dog, the mercurial Globules had 

buril through the fmall VeiTels in the 
Lungs, 
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Lungs, and forced their Way to the Sur- 

face, feparating their external Covering 

in Form of fmall Blifters, and where the 

Globules lay confpicuous to the naked 

Eye j as this feems pertinent to the pre- 

fent Subjeft, I fliall take the Liberty of 

tranferibing a few Lines at the Conclufion, 

as the Refult of the Experiment. 

" From hence may appear the Danger 

" of uiing Mercury in human Bodies, fo 

" as to get into the Mafs of Blood, efpe- 

cially in the Lungs, becaufe they are of 

a lax, fpungy Texture, and want that 

" brifk ftrong Motion, which the Mufcles 

" have in other Parts, whereby they are 

enabled to force it along with the Blood 

in order to the raiiing a Salivation. That 

" Mercury has this Effect on the human 

Lungs, is plain from what we daily 

fee in Períòns that have been falivated, 

who are afterwards obferved to die of 

I 2 " Con- 
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« Confumptions, that will yield to no 
ct Medicine." 

Ought we not therefore to be ex- 

tremely cautious in propofing a Salivation 

to fuch as are of a lax Habit, and much 

wafted, whofe Solids cannot but with 

great Injury fuftain the vaft Strefs laid 

upon them by fuch a Remedy ? A Con- 

fequence ftill more dangerous muft attend 

thofe who labour under an inward Decay, 

and yet unwarily fubmit to a mercurial 

Courfe; for here the rarificd Blood will 

rufli upon the difeafed Vifcera with a 

Force fuperior to the Reiiftance of their 

Fibres, and by the Violence of its Motion 

will break down and deftroy their tender 

Texture; or what is equally probable, will 

inflame and bring a Collection of Matter 

on the affe&ed Part, which burfting in- 

wardly, may quickly deftroy the Patient. 

All the Arteries before they enter the 

Vifcera are diverted of their external 
Coat; 
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Coat; which is a Circumftance worth 

attending to, for, by this Means be- 

ing rendered much thinner, tfyey be- 

come more yielding to the Impulfe of the 

Blood, than thofe in any other Part of 

the Body. 

The Mercury-miners are always ihort- 

lived *, for in a few Months they begin 

to tremble and fcarcely any of them live 

to the third Year: Alfo according to-f- 

Ramazini, from the Authority of feveral 

Writers they die miferably, being affeóted 

with Palfies, Vertigo's and a heótic Fever. 

This, however, feems to prove but little 

againft the Safety of Mercurials, for thefe 

are Symptoms which feem not to arife 

from the noxious Quality, but rather from 

the immenfe Quantity of this Mineral. 

Guaia- 

* Fallop. Trail, de Metall. & Fo/filibus. 

t Dc Morb. Art, 
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Guaiacum, a Medicine formerly, not 

lefs famous than Mercury for the Cure of 

the Venereal Difeafe, has its Advantages 

in particular Cafes, but in general feems 

to fall ihort of the Character which at 

firft attended its Ufe : It is frequently be- 

neficial in a cold phlegmatick Difpofition 

of the Body, but is always found to be 

hurtful in bilious dry Conftitutions, or in a 

iharp, thin State of the Blood, where the 

Patient is hedlicj for as it confifts of 

warm, acrimonious Parts, which itimu- • 
late the Solids and increafe their Aition 

upon the Fluids, the Blood will ftill be far- 

ther broken into fmaller Particles, and ren- 

dered more quick in its Motion, by which 

its moft fluid Parts will pafs out of the 

Body in profufe Sweats, to the great De- 

triment of the Patients Recovery ; whofe 

Strength muit daily decline from the Ag- 

grevation of all his feveriih Symptoms. 

* From 
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* From thofe of its Qualities which 

are feniible to the Taite and Smell, one 

would be inclined to think it a valuable 

Medicine, and iuch it certainly would 

often be found, if given in ftrong De- 

codtions with proper Regimen ; ordering 

the Patient to Sweat by Intervals as his 

Strength will bear, according to the Prac- 

tice of the Antients. 

There are two fixed Points, beyond 

which the VefTels of the Body can nei- 

ther be filled nor emptied without a Ple- 

tfxra happening in the one Cafe, and In- 

anition in the Other; and as the ill Symp- 

toms during a Salivation, are occafioned 

by too great a Plenitude of the Veflels, 

and the violent Diftenfion of their Coats; 

fo do the Complaints confequently of a 

Salivation arife from Inanition, and a ge- 

neral 

* VIdt Prof. Boerhaav. add Morb. Gall. Au* 
rhores. 
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neral Weaknefs of the Habit; and there- 

fore, the Remedies moil: likely to fucceed 

are nourishing Diet with moderate Exer- 

cife, Chalybeates with the Bark, Aro- 

matic Bitters and the Ufe of the Cold 

Bath : But this laft is never to be advifed 

where the Patient is extremely Weak or 

where there is a Sufpicion of unfound 

Vifcera; in the laft Cafe it might prove 

fatal, by forcing the Blood with Violence 

to the affedted Part; and in the Firft, it 

would moil certainly increafe his Com- 

plaints ; for if the firft Shock given to the 

wholevafcular Syftem by the intenfe Cold, 

ihould fail to reftore the Elafticity of the 

Fibres, every future Effort would weaken 

their Spring and become ineffe&ual. 

Mercury therefore, though a power- 

ful and moft excellent Medicine in many 

Cafes, when ufed with Caution, may, 

when mifapplyed, be productive of many 

terrible Confequences, and like a Sword 
• 
in 
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in the Hands of a Mad-man, become the 

Inftrument of irreparable Ills. * It ads as 

it is afted upon by the vital Impulfe, and 

whenever that is wanting to tranfmit it to 

the difeafed Part, it fails of Succefs and 

becomes of no Effedt. 

From this we plainly fee that it has 

no fpecific Property in fubduing the Ve- 

nereal Poifon, that it works a Cure by its 

Gravity and mechanical Preflure, and that 

it drives out the Difeafe, but with it, 

the nutritious Juices which are the very 

Principles of Life. 

f " Tanta verò eft in hoc Salivationis 

" genere Humorum Fúfio, tanta Succo- 

" rum omnium Corporis fsepe exantlatio, 

K " ut 

* Argentum vivum, folâ vi vitae adum hoc 
Malum fanat, motu expellit. Ideo & ejus medi- 
cata poteftas haud valet corrtgere venereum ta- 
bum, quando illud figitur in locis, ad quae adio Cor- 
dis & Arteriarum vix pertingit. 

Boirhaavs. 
t Harris, de Lue Venerea. 
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" ut nil Mirum fit, ii Spiritus vitales una 

" diffipentur, & maxime fi in hâc Terra, 

" aliter faeliciíTimâ, ubi Melancholia tan- 

" turn obtinet Imperium, complures ex 

" tàm rapida Fluidorura profufione iuc- 

" cumbant ac periant." 
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PARTICULAR CASES 
..> WHERE 

Salivation is allowed to be dangerous 
or ineffettual, 

rrj 
AND WHERE THE 

Lijbon DIET-D RINK. 

Juftly claims the Preference. 

'T~v HOUGH this Seítion ihould have 

gone before the laft according to the 

Title, yet, in Order that the Reader might 

have a more exaót comparative View of 

the Remedies already confidered, viz. 

K 2 Sali- 
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Salivation and the Diet-Drink; the par- 

ticular Cafes, where the one feems evi- 

dently preferable to the other, have been 

referred to the laft. 

First then, Salivation is by all allow- 

ed to be dangerous in a univerfal Weak- 

nefs and Relaxation of the Solids, where 

it is feared the confumptive Patient might 

link under the Lofs of a profufe falivary 

Difcharge, or where the Veifels from their 

decay, have loft their vibrating Power and 

cannqt.fufficiently re-ail upon the circu- 
lating Fluids *; for in this Cafe, the mer- 

curial Atoms diffufpd throughout the 

Blood will not only prove ineffectual, but 

will further inflame, break down and de- 

itroy the difeafed Parts, till at length, ex- 

tra vafating with the Juices, they will fub- 

iide by their own Gravity, unite with 

each other, and form Globules, fuch as 

arc 

* Pref. Boeihaav. ad Morb. Gall. Authorei 
Var. 
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are obferved in the carious Bones or im- 

pofthumated Parts of dead Bodies, after 
a Salivation. 

Secondly, where the Venereal Dif- 

eafe is complicated with the Scurvy; for 

fcorbutic Ulcers of the Mouth, &c. are 

by this Means greatly irritated and often 

become gangrenous from the Ufe of 

Mercury. 

Bachfirom, a Dutch Phyfician, together 

with Hoffman, here both condemn the 

Ufe of Mercury, and Etmuller obferves 

that it is fo pernicious in the Scurvy, that 

the Dutch abitain from it even in vene- 

real Cafes, for fear they ihould be com- 

plicated with that Difeafe. 

* Kramer alfo informs us, that, four- 

Hundred of the Imperial Troops in Hun- 

gary near Belgrade, who took Mercury, 

with- 

* Krameri DiíTert. Epiftol. de Scorbuto. 
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without his Advice, all died by the dread- 

ful Confequences of a Salivation. 

•flOilSV" 
Thirdly, where the Pox is compli- 

cated with fcrophulous Tumors of the 

Neck, which may be fo enlarged by 

Mercury as to comprefs the contiguous 

Veins* and caufe a Fit of the Apoplexy 

by putting a flop to the Return of the 

Blood: And even in thofe Cafes of the 

Evil or Leprofy where Mercury may be 

given with Safety *, it feldom ever effeits 

a thorough Cure, for though the Symp- 

toms are alleviated for a Time, they at 

length return with their wonted Severity. 

This, in fome Meafure may ferve as a 

Proof that the Leprofy, Scrophula and 

Pox are three, diftinft Difeafes; for if 

thefe were only different Species of the 

fame Difeafe, produced by the venereal 

Poifon, Mercury would be the moft likely 
to 

* Willis dc Lep. Grecor. 
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to fubdue them all, however diveriihed by 

Climates or Conilitutions. 

Fourthly, in a habitual Diarrhea, 

where the Mercury by its iuperiorWeight, 

would Force open the VeiTels of the 

JSowels and bring on a Bloody Flux. 

r 
Fifthly, in a ipitting of Blood from 

decayed Lungs, or where the Liver has 

been fchirrous for a long Time; for if 

the Obílruítion does not readily give Way, 

the Force of the circulating Blood, af- 

iifted by the Gravity of Mercury, may 

buril the VefTels, or bring the affedled 

Part to Suppuration and deftroy the ten- 

der Texture of that Bowel. 
. {' • rr ri 

Sixthly, in pregnent Women, where 

Mercury, by increaiing the Circulation, 

would Force the tender Embryo from its 

Connection with the Uterus, and occa- 

sion Abortion. 

Seven- 
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Seventhly, in the infant State, where 

the Rapidity of the Blood's Motion would 

ail with greater Force upon the Solids 

than their tender Fibres could bear, and 

confequently bring on bloody Stools, Con- 

vulfions and other dangerous Symptoms, 

which might end in Death. 

These are fome of the particular Cafes, 

in which Salivation, is either dangerous 

or ineffectual, as thofe, who happen to 

fubmit to it, will be convinced by dear 

bought Experience j for if the Patient is 

extremely weak and languid, this Method 

will only ferve ftill farther to exhauft 

and infeeble him; and inftead of afford- 

ing him the Relief he fought for, he will 

find his fanguine Expectations ending in 

Difappointment: On the Contrary, in 

thefe and all other Cafes where the Patient 

is an improper Subjcdt for Mercury, and 

his Complaints are affuredly Scorbutic or 

Venereal, a regular Courfe of the Lijbon- 

Diet- 
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Diet-Drink, will feldom ever fail of re- 

moving the Difeafe, if not advanced to a 

State abfolutely incurable. 

Whoever defires to be more fully ac- 

quainted with the dangerous Effe&s of a 

Salivation, may confult Dr. Robin/on s ex- 
* - * 

cellent. Treatife on the Venereal Difeafe 

where, befides the Cafes already men- 

tioned, may be found many more in 

which it is highly prejudicial, and where, 

I believe, all candid Judges muft give 

the Preference to a Medicine gentle and 

mild in its Effefts, which, by a regular 

and long continued Ufe,is not only much 

more fafe, but alfo more certain in ex- 

terminating the Venereal Difeafe. 

FINIS. 



ERRATA. 

Page 28. fine 13. for Dilutcnts, read Diluents» 
52. line 7. for affc&s, read effedts. 
57. line 18. for confequentfy, read con- 
fequent 
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