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PRETF A CE.

S the late Calamity at Lifbon, may

deprive feveral of @ Medicine, which,
Jor many Years, bad there been deemed in-
eftimable, for its conflant Succefs, in curing
two Difeafes of the moff formidable Kind ;
tis- prefumed the following fbort Account of
it may not be unacceptable ; and as it is my
Aim, throughout the Whole, to avoid every
Thing that may fland in need of an Apology,
I bave nothing to offer by way of Excufe.

There are many Gentlemen, at this Time
in London, wbo bave themfelves not only
experienced its bappy Effets Abroad, but
bave alfo remark'd its Excellence in the Cafes
of others; and to Thefe, this Treatife is
particularly addrefSd, as moft likely to fub-
Sferibe to the Merit of the Medicine, with-

B2 out




iv.
out any Mixture of Partiality or Preju-
dice.

What I fhall fet down concerning it, is
not taken from the Authority or Credit of
another, but 7s the immediate Refult of my
own Obfervation and Knowledge of its
Efficacy, in the perfec? Cure of the con-
Jirm'd Lues Venerea and Scurvy; having
ﬁ’m, when at Lifbon, repeated Inflances of
tts furprizing Succe[s in thefe Difeafes,
even when Salivation, and all other Me-
thods, bad been fubmitted to in vain, and
the defpairing Patient was left to him-
Self as incurable.

This Medicine, at Lifbon, was univer-
Jally known by the Name of the German
Diet-Drink, from its being given there,
Jor many Years, by @ German, who, as I
was inform'd, had been Phyfician to the
Queen Dowager of Portugal :  Tts Succefs
was fo amazing in many Cafes that were
thought to be incurable, that feveral Gen-
temen reforted thither jfrom England,
Italy,
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Italy, Holland, mz_a’ other Parts of Europe,
in hopes of Relief; fo that, of late Years,
Montpelier bas not been more famous than
Litbon, for the Means of repairing thofe
Conflitutions which had fuffered from Vene-
real Complaints.

I bave, for a confiderable Time, given
: the fame Medicine, and bitherfo with good
Succefs; but decline producing particular
Cafes from my own Praélice, as that might
admit of Evc ption, and probably be look'd
upon, by fome, as an artful Infinuation to
recommend it ;. Being thercfore perfectly
aware of the Difficulty which may oppofe
the favourable Mention of particular Reme-
dies, the Reader is dofired to remark, that I
do not fland indebted to the following Sheets
Jor a Proof of its Efficacy, but fhall bave
Recourfe to Matters of Fa&, to convince s
thofe who may be doubtful, by referring
Juch to thofe very Per, fens avbo have been
cured by it after the moft powerful Reme-
dies bad failed.
Tbe




vi.

© The well-known Cafe of a Noblemdn of
the firft Diftinction, about eleven Years
- ago, s one of the many Inflances which
Shews the remarkable  Certainty of this
Remedy 5 for, by its fole Ufe be was re-
Slored to Health, after the Advice of the
moft eminent Phyficans bad been followed
no Purpofe.

Half-moon-Street, Piccadilly,
March the sth, 1757.
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g:(;-m%-z;: #% Guides to Truth in every Sci.

ence, and when apply’d to the
Cure of Difeafes, are alone,

much more
likcly
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likely to fucceed, than the moft refin’d
and plaufible Theories, where thefe are:
difregarded and laid afide; by the firft,
we have a true Copy of a Difeafe, where
all its Symptoms, like the Features of a
well-drawn PiGure, are faithfully deli-
neated from the Life ; but where erring
Hypothefis guides the Pencil, the Strokes,
tho’ ever fo delicate, widely differ from
Nature, and exhibit not only a faint, but
falfe Refemblance of ‘the Original.

" Anp as Phyfick at firft began without
Theory, foit might in a great Meafure
fubfift without it : That had no Share in
furnifhing Hints, or guiding the wild A-
merican to a2 Remedy for his Difeafe; for
without . enquiring into its Caufe, he
would often cure, Relief being the only
thing he fought or car'd for. Thus pure
Experience, built upon the moft fimple
Knowledge, fupplyd the Place of deep

Spcculatmn, and taught him to rate the
Valuc
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Value, of his Medicine by thc Eafe it

procur’d him.

Uron this Account, I fhall confine
myfelf entirely to the fenfible Effe&s of
the Medicine under Conﬁderatxon with-
out confoundmg or obfcurmg plain Fa&s
with Matter of idle Surmxfc s its conﬁant
Succefs being a much ftrongcr and more
inconteftable Proof of its Efficacy, than
any Conclufion that can be drawn from
the moft claborate Defcription of its
Excellence.

Bur tho' I fhall only mention the moft
evident Properties by which it expels the
Venercal Poifon, or Scorbutic Acrimony,
yet I am far from limiting its Power of
Action, f{olely to thofe Seccretions -which
it principally tends to promote; fince
Medicines often operate by Qualities too
abftrufe to be difcover'd by the Senfes.

3

C
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IT may not here be improper to ob-
ferve, that the nobleft and moft celebrated
Specificks are not alike fuccefsful in all
Cafes; the divine Powers of Oprum "do
not always folace the Patient with Inter-
vals of Eafe, nor does the moft prudent
Ufe of the Bark invariably put a Stop to
the Pi'ogre(s of an Intermittent ; a con-
vincing Proof, that the moft powerful
Medicine cannot juftly be warranted in-
fallible, and a Reafon too prevailing, to
allow me the Mention of fo pompous an

Epithet, upon this, or any other Oc-
cafion.

ForMmerLY, the Lifbon' Diet-Drink
was chiefly confined to the Cure of the
Pox and Scurvy, and generally, I believe,
it may be the moft prevalent in thefe
Difeafes; but it may alfo be given with
admirable Succefs in moft Diforders that
arife from Acrimony, or a vifcid State of
the Blood.

¥ It
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In the Rbeumatifm, and irregular Gout,
it is of vaft Service; in which Cafes, I
have known it afford the moft fenfible
Relief; for it not only diffolves the ob-
ftru&ting Matter, but blunts the Acrimony
of the fharp Juices, and by conveying
them gradually out of the Body, by the
feveral Secretions, it mitigates the moft
{evere wandering Pains.

IT produces its Effes in the moft fa-
lutary, gentle Manner, acting principally
by Perfpiration, Urine, and moderate
Stools 5 infomuch, that wherever there is
Sufpicion of a venereal Taint, it may be
given with the utmoft Safety and Succefs
to Children, and Women with Child ; and
as Infants are often infected by diftem-
per'd Nurfes, or fometimes born Heirs to
this cruel Difeafe, this Medicine, by its
Mildnefs, becomes peculiarly adapted to
the Cure; being proper in the moft ten.

C:2 der
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der Conftitutions, and even in heftic
Complaints, where the Ufe of Mercury
would be hxghly prejudicial.

IN the Cure of Dxfeafcs, we are often
directed to watch the Courfe of Nature,
and to obferve with Diligence the Steps
the takes to free herfelf of every Incums
brancc ‘now in the Venercal Difeafe and
Scurvy, the Patient is oftentimes feiz'd
with a Flux of the Bclly, which being
an Effort of Naturc, to throw off the
l'llOI'bld Mattcr by the inteftinal Glands,
bught by all Means, to be encouraged ;
agreeablc to this, ’tis evident that a Me-~
dicine which is gently laxative, and con-
flantly keeps the Bowels open, muft
greatly contribute to the Cure, by afford-
ing the Venereal Poifon a free Paflage out
of the Bedy by the Inteftines, whenever
Nature determines it that way: Again,
when the tainted Juices are thrown out-
wards, and deform the Skin with Erup-

tions,
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tions, this Medicine, by prometing a free
Perfpiration, will affift in forwarding their
Difcharge. In this Cafe, Dr. Robinfon,
in his excellent Treatife on the Venereal
Difeafe, abfolutely condemns a Salivétion,
as attended with very pernicious Confe-
quences ; for, according to his Opinion,
it may refolve the Matter of the Pocky
Scabs, Blotches, ‘and Ulcers, and oblige
the tainted Juices, that Nature for her Se-
curity had flung upon the Skin, to mek
down, and retreat into the Blood again ;
which is acting both againft the Laws of
Nature, and the evident Maxims of the
Animal OEconomy.

THE better to account for the Effeéts
of the Diet-Drink, 1 thall beg leave to
confider, in the thorteft Manner, the Na-
ture of the Venereal Poifon, and the hor«
rid Confequences arifing from it, whepn
ntimately mixed with-the feveral Juices
for if the Vu‘us, whxch at firft,’ was only

in

B . L .
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in Poffeffion of fome particular Part, is
not fpeedily difengaged from the Place of
its Refidence, and carried out of the Bo-
dy by the Power of Medicines, or the Ef-
forts of Nature, its Strength will be mul-
tiplied in Proportion to the Time of its
Stay, and by Degrees it will infinuate it-
felf into the Blood, ’till the whole Mafs
is contaminated : And as the Fluids fepa-
rated” from it, either in a found or dif-
eas'd State, are conftantly converted into
Solids, in order to fupply and repair the
"Lofs of what is wore away by the Actions
of the Body ; that Poifon which, at firft,
was local, will now be univerfally diffus’d
throughout the Body, and the very Prin-
ciples of its Exiftence will become in-
feCted. " -

The Venereal Poifon is generally fup-
pos'd to be of an acid, corrofive and fix'd
Nature ; from one or all of which Pro-
perties, ’tis fuppos'd, almoft every Symp-

tom
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tom of the Difeafe may be accounted for :
however, it is hard to affirm, with any
great Certainty, that either the one or the
other of thefe Qualities actually refide in
it ; becaufe, we can only judge of the
Nature of the Poifon by the Effe&s it
produces.

FirsT, I imagine it is thought to par-
take of Acidity, from its coagulating the
Lymph, and bringing on Obftruttions
and Tumors in the feveral lymphatic
Glands.

SEconDpLY, ’tis deem’d corroﬁ.ve, from
the ftrong Tendency. that is obferv'd in
Venereal Ulcers to fpread and eat decper.
And laftly, it is with great Reafon fuppos'd
of a fix'd Nature, becaufe, the Infection
is feldom or never communicated by Ef-

fluvia, as in the Small-Pox, and other
contagious Difeafes.

THe
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Tug Blood, therefore, 'being alter'd
fromn its found State, by the Acrlmony of
thchneréql Poifon ; all-the Flaids fepe-
rated’ from it become vitrated, and unﬁt
for the Purpo{es of ‘Life ; the Solids are
not only robbed of their due Supply of
Nourithment, but alfo fuffer greatly from
the Sharpncfs of the ]ulces, irritating,
and at faft’ crodmér the Veflels in which
they circtilate ; and from' this Caufe arife
Pain and Jnhammatlons, which often ‘ul-
cerate without a previous Suppurdtion of
the Part.

Besipes, the Stimulus occafioned by
the acrid Fluids, will. follicit the minute
chfcl's‘which are moft fenfible, to con-
tract and force back their Contents inta
the larger Branches, and this, by leflen-
ing the Didmeters of the fevcral Veflels,
and preventing a due erculatlon, will

become the immediate Caufe of Obftructi-
on
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on, Tumors, and Caries of the Bones:
This contradtile Difpofition of the Solids
is not at all Conjecture, but prov'd, from
Expenence, to be Matter of Fa&: for
by examining, with a MlCI‘OfCOPC, the
Parts of an-Animal in Pain, that is found
fufficient to alter the Courfe of the Blood,
and by the Spafins it occafions, will drive
back the Fluids in their Veflels, ’till the
Stimulus is remov’d; fo that from this
Obftruction to the Progrefs of the Circu-
lation, Tumors may probably happen,
without any preternatural Thicknefs or
Coagulation of the Blood.

INDEED, it is generally thought, that
at firft, the infetious Matter aéts chiefly
by coagulating the Juices, which ftag-
nating, acquire a Degree of Acrimony
fufficient to erode the Solid Parts, but
whether the one of thefe Qualities pre-
cedes the other, or whether they do not
exift together, from the Time of In-

D ~ fettion,
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fedtion, is a Circumftance which, Ithink,
has never yet been fufliciently clear’d

up. 4

Tue Vifcidity of the Blood is alfo the
Confequence of the Venereal Poifon, °
which, concurring with its Acrimony,
may produce Symptoms almoft innumer-
able, and tho’ varioufly complicated, yet
all of them depending upon the two pre-
ceding fimple Caufes.

Tue Globules of Blood have mutual At-
tractions, which increafe in Proportion to
their Surface of Contact, and there are feve-
ral Properties refiding in -Matter, which
are found to augment or diminifh this at-
tra&xve Power ; Veoetablc Acids dififolve
it, whilft mineral acid Spirits infallibly
coagulate and difpofe it to run into pre-
terpatural Cohefions ; and as the Vene-
real Poifon is fuppos'd to be of an acid,
or falfo-acid Nature, ’tis no wonder that

‘ it
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it fhould thicken the Lymph, and bring
on all the Symptoms confequent of that
Quality, v7z. Buboes in the Groin, In-
flammations and Enlargement of the
Teftes, with Tumors and Obftru&ion of
the Glands in feveral Parts of the Body. "

A viscip State of the Blood may like-
wife happen from a defet of its Motion
from any Caufe; for as the conftituent
Parts’ of all the animal Fluids are globu-
lar in their natural State, fo do they pre-
ferve that Figure by the conftant Revolu-
tion of their Parts ; by which, every fe-
perate Particle may- be confider'd as a
Ball, or-fmall Sphere, continually turn-
ing round its own Axis, in various Di-
reCtions ; therefore, as their Motions lan-
guith, or wholly ceafe, thefe Particles
muft recede from their original globular
Figure, and afflume others, more or lefs
approaching thereunto: But fince fpheri-
cal Particles do, of all others, contain

D2 the
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the greateft Quantity of Matter under the
leaft Surface, their Points of Conta&,
. #nter fe, muft be the {malleft, and confe-
quently the beft adapted to compofe a
fluid Body ; fo that whenever the Juices
change this Figure for any other that is
p'ointed or angular, they are faid to be in
a difeas’'d or acrimonious State; and -not
only fo, but they muft likewife become
more glutinous and roapy, for the Co-
hefion of their- Parts will be in Proporti-
on to their Surface of Conta&, and as the
Quantity of their Surface is increas’d by
their new-acquir'd Figure, they muft, of
neceflity, conftitute a Fluid more vifcid
and tenacious than what it was before. |

Tris Indifpofition of the Juices will
prove the greateft Obftacle to a free glan-
dular Secretion, and the venal Blood be-
ing, by this Means, depriv'd of that due
Supply of Lymph, which, in a na-
tural State, dilutes and keeps it fluid, will

grow
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grow thick and unfit for Cireulation ; its
Motion will become languid, and its Re-
turn to the Heart, thro’ the fmall Veflels,
more difficult ; and as this Lofs of Mo-
tion will ftill become greater and greater,
as the feveral Glands increafe in their Ob-
ftru&tion, fo will the Blood’s Vifcidity be
augmented more and more.

Tue Nature of the venereal Poifon
being fuch as to communicate Acrimony,
and difpofe the Blood to a viicid State,
the Cure will be fooneft brought about by
fuch Things as blunt the Acrimony, thin
the Blood, and evacuate the oftending
Matter - which occafioned thefe Depra-
vities. A

The Lifbon Diet-Drink, already men-
tion'd, is eminently poflefs'd of all the
above Properties, and by thefe it is di-
reGly fuited to anfwer all the Intentions
of Cure,

"Tis
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"Trs a nice Point to commend with
Judgment,” and ftill more difficult, to
avoid ‘the Imputation of Partiality, in
a Subject of this Kind; T therefore beg
Leave toacquaint the Reader, ‘that I only
look upon this Medicine as a valuable
Acquiﬁti‘on', which in the Hands of ano-
ther might be alike fuccefsful : and that
the Merit of the Cures perform dby it, are,
by no Means, due to mé, but properly
belong to that Gentleman who firft in-
troduc d and apply d it to Pra&xcc :

It is compos'd of faline, penetrating,
fubtile Parts, join’d with a foft refinous
Balfam, which together make a kind of
natural Soap, readily mixing with the
animal Fluids, and with them eafily con-
vey'd to every part of the Body : It oc-
cafions no Tumultin the Blood, nor ha-
ftily follicits its own Expulfion, but goes
the whole Length of the Circulation,
and fearches to the Extremities of the

fineft Strainers.

By
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By its faline, deterging Quality, -it
diffolves the coagulated Lymph; and
powerfully {cours the obftructed Glands ;
whilft, by its foft balfamic Parts, it be-
comes friendly to Nature, defending the
Solids, and fheathing the Acrimony of
the tharp Juices, which before were con~
conftantly eroding and preying upon their
tender Fibres,

ITs Effes in the Blood-Veflels feems
fomewhat anagolous to thofe of Oils in
the Stomach, when taken upon Poifons,
or Emulfions drank plentifully to remove
theStranguary from bliftering with Spanifh
Flies; for as the Defign of adminfter-
ing thefe, is to blunt the cauftic Salts,
and convey ‘’em out of the Body with-
out wounding the Solids, fo is this Me-
dicine intended to anfwer the like Pur-
pofes, by breaking and inveloping the
Afperity of the Venereal Poifon, and by
inlarging the Secretions for its quicker
Difcharge. S &
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Tuis Medicine, therefore, being con-
ftantly, and for a confiderable Time,
largely admitted into the Mafs of Blood,
by its active penetrating Salt, fufpended
in 2 medicated Liquor, dilutes and leflens
the Cohefion of its conflituent Parts, by
‘Means of which the Penercal Poifon, or
Scorbutic Acrimony, are the more eafily
feperated from the found Juices, and
wafh’d out of the Body by the feveral Se-
cretions of Perfpiration, Urine, and
Stool.

In this Manner it thoroughly changes
the whole Mals of Blood from a dif-
‘temperd to a found State, and manifeftly
works a radical Cure, without diforder-
ing the Patient, or lcaving him in that
languid, death-like Condition, which un-
avoidably follows a plentiful Salivation :
On the contrary, it rather becomes a Re-
Jflorative, by imparting a balfamic Difpo-

‘ fition
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fition to the Blood, and fupplying “the
Solids with fuch Matter as was abraded
and wore away by the Sharpnefs of the
Juices ; for the fame Reafon, it will alfo,
in a great Meafure, repair the Injuries
done to the Conftitution, by the zmpru-
dent Ufe of Mercury; and upon this Ac-
count, I have known two or three who
grew fat during its Ufe, who before were
extremely thin and emaciated by a pre-
ceding Salivation. 1

Hence alfo, the almoft certain Succefs
of. this Medicine in _foul Venereal, or Scor-
butic Ulcers, which are not reftrain’d by
Mercury, but continue fpreading in Spight
of itsliberal Ufe ; for in fuch Cafes, the
Blood being depriv’d of its richeft and
moft balfamic Parts, the very Stamina
of the Solids give way, and tend to a
State of Diffolution.

BuT, be a Medicine ever fo good and

powerful, it ftill remains as a Thing of
the
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the . laft - Importance, to diftinguith and
parncularxze the feveral Cafes where it is
_found, “from Pracice, . to be the moft re-
markably advantagious.

I wouLp therefore, from Experience,
in a very particular Manner, recommend
the Ufe of the Lifbon Diet-Drink, in
worn-out, feeble Conftitutions, after a
Salivation has fail'd,. and left the Patient
he&tic or confumptive, with {preading
Ulcers, Eruptions on the Skin, an in-
veterate Head-ach, acute wandering Pains,
or any other Symptoms that may be
‘deem’d truly Venereal or Scorbutic: In
thefe Cafes it will {fweeten and reftore the
fharp thin Blood to its former balfamic
State ; and from hence a more free and
equal Circulation will again take Place :
It 1s likewife given with the moft certain
‘Succefs to infefted Children, and Women
avith Child, and feems incomparably well
fuited to fuch delicate Contftitutions, fince

I
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I believe,” there is no Remedy yet known'
fo fafe and gentle in its Operation, where
the Event is alike fuccefsful. :

WhHoeveR doubts the Efficacy of this
Remedy, from its want of that Gravity
with which Mercury and other Minerals
are endued, need only attend to 2 com-
mon Experiment, which will entirely
overthrow that Objettion, viz. The Bones
of Animals, which have for {ome Time
eaten their Food with a Mixture of Mad-
der-Root, do by this Means acquire a
florid red Colour, even in their moft folid
and compact Parts : This Circumftance is
mention’d by Mr. Monro, {peaking of the
Veflels of the Bones,

« Tue clearelt Demontftration of the
«¢ intimate Diftribution of thefe {fmall Ar-
« teries, is, to obferve the Effets of fuch

<< a tinging Subftance, . as can retain its.
<« Colour when fwallow’d, digefted, and

Eva © ¢ mix'd
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« mix'd with the Blood -of 'any living
« Animal, and at the fame Time ‘has Par-
« ticles fmall enough to be convey'd into
« the Veflels of the Bones ; fuch is Rusia
« TiNncTOoRUM, Madder-Root *; forwefee
¢¢ the gradual Advances which this Tinc-
¢ -ture makes from the Periofteum into the
¢« more internal Parts of the Bones, and
« how univerfally the Diftribution of Li-

s¢.quors is made, the whole bony Sub-
& ﬁange being tinged.”

Frowm hence, it is evident that all the
Parts of theBody, even the very Bones, a-
bound with Vefiels infinitely fmall, which
:admitof Circulation, and arc previous tothe
fubtile Particles of Medicines, which act not
at all by their Gravity, but rather by a
‘Specific Quality, which, with the animal
Fluids, is conftantly propell’d by the Force

of

* Philof. Tranfa®. Numb, 442, -Art. 8. Numb.

443, Art. 2. Numb. 457, Art. 4. Mem. de I’
Acad. des Sciences 1739, 1743
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of the Heart, and by Degrees tranfmitted -
to the affected Part; fo that tho’ the Dif-
eafe is ever {o inveterate, and the Patien
infe&ed, even to the Bones, provided he
will conform to a proper Regimen, and
duly continue this Diet-Drink, for a con-
fiderable Time, he may inthe End, with
the greateft Probability, rely upon an ab-
folute Cure. :

BuT, feeing the ‘Circulation in the
fmalleft Order of Veflels appears too re-
mote from the Heart, to be mov'd by its
Impulfe, perhaps, a medicinal Effect on
fuch Parts ‘may be ‘better accounted for,
‘by aferibing the Motion of the Fluids to
Attrattion, fimular to that in capillary
‘Glafs Tubes, or to-what we fee in the
vegetable Syphon, atone End imbibing *
the Fluid, which rifes againft -its own
Gravity, and is difcharged at the other.

: THE

4 Vide Kinneir's Effay on the Nerves,




" Tur Scurvy, according to the beft
_ Writers, cannot properly be defin'd a
fimple Affetion depending upon any one
ﬁng}c proximate Caufe; but is rather a
Complication of Diforders, attacking the
Paticnt with various Symptoms, moft of
which may be trac'd to the Fountain from
which they fpring, v7z. a bad Conftitution
of the Blood: This Difcracy of the
Blood, may be occafion'd by tedious and
long-continu'd Ilinefs, by unwholefome
Diet, fuch as that of Flefh-Meats, which
are rendered indigefﬁble, from the vaft
Quantity of Salt ufed in preferving them,
by drinking of corrupted ftagnating Wa-
ter, or by breathingaconﬁn’d, moift, in-
elaftic, or putrid Air; but, according to
Lind, thofe who have undergone a Sali-
waticn are, of all others, the moft {ub-
je& to this Difeafe.

IT may be obferv'd of Sea-Salt, that

the Force of the digeftive Faculties only
ferve
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ferve to fubtilize its Parts, but is infuffici-
.ent to change its Nature, which, after
repeated Circulations, ftill remains invin-
cibly the fame; fo that, without thefe
Salts, with which the Blood is over-
ftock’d, are plentifully carried out of the
Body by the Urinary Paffages, they will
fall upon the Glands of the Skin, in form
of yellow fcurfy Eruptions; or elfe by
vellicating and eroding the mufcular Fi-
bres, the Blood will extravafate, and oc-
cafion black petechial Spots, efpecially on
the Legs; and as all animal and vegeta-
ble Subftances become putrid, as foon as
the progreflive Motion of their Fluids
ceafes, thefe Difcolourations will often af-
terward break, and become troublefome
{preading Sores: The Gums alfo grow
{pungy, bleed upon the flighteft Touch,
and at laft will ulcerate, from the Acri-
mony of the putrid Saliva.

THAT the Kidnies are the proper ex-
cretory Organs, by which this muria-
tic
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tic Acrimony is naturally. difcharg’d, 1s
evident from the Saltnefs of the Urine 3
and therefore, a ‘Difeafe brought on by
this Quality can never be more effectually
cured, than by giving a diuretic Medicine,
which' alfo refifts Putrefa&tion, and which,
by diluting the Blood, will likewife dif-
(olve the fharp Salts, and carry them off,
by an increas’d Urinary Difcharge. '

Notuinc, as Dr. Pringle obferves,
could be more unexpected than to find
Sea-Salt a Haftner of Putrefation ; yet
his twenty-fifth Experiment demonftrably
proves it:to be fuch ; for tho' one Dram
of Salt, in two Ounces of Water, pre-
ferved Flefh fweet twenty Hours. longer
than pure Water, yet he found,. from re-
pcated Experiments, that Fleth, with
from five to twenty Grains ~of Sea-Salt,
putrified fooner than the fame Quantity of
Fleth infus'd in Water only ; and further
obferves, fince Salt is never taken in Ali-

‘ ment,
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ment, beyond the Proportion of - the cor-
rupting Quantities in the Experiment, it
appears fubfervient to ngefhon, chiefly
by a feptic Virtue ; and confequently, I
think, may be juftly deem’d a principal
Caufe of the Scurvy, contrary to.the
Opinion of a modern Writer on that Djf-
eale. l

It is the Nature of all animal Oils,
when exalted by extraordinary Heat, or
Tong Reft, to acquire a Degree of Ran-
cidity, Tufficient to bring on a total Cor~
ruptlon of the Humours with which they
are mix'd, and alfo to erode the Solids,
where thgy chancc to ﬁagnatc This
I%ems, ina great Mca.(ure to be the Cafe,
not only in the Scuryy, where the moft
evident MarLs of Putrefaél'lon appear,
but alfo .in the Blhous and Petechial Fe-
ver, whcrc the Blood drawn from the
Veins, yartxcularlymthc Scurvy fends up a
PtltrJdﬁlxlkxngSmcll andappearsof adatk,

F greenith

R et
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grccmfh muddy Hue, without any re-

" gular Sepatation of its Parts, after &and-
mg’to cool.

"T1s found, from EXpCrlchC, that no-

' thmg will fooner correét the Acnmony of
rancid Oils, than vegetable Salts; for by
mixing rancid Train Oil with Pot-afhes,
it lofes its Sharpnefs, and is immediately
chang'd into a Soap, which isa mild, in-

nocent Subftance, widely dxﬁ'crmg from
the two Bodxcs which producc it. .

In fuch a putrid State of the Humours
as has been already hinted at, watery Di-
Iutents, tho' impregnated with the moft
proper medicinal Virtues, can be of no
Service, except endued with fucha Sapa-
naceous Quality, as will become a Medium
to incorporate and combine the watery
with the rancid oily Parts: The L; ifbon
Diet-Drink gives the moft plain and vifi-
ble Proofs of fuch a Quality, by the frothy

: Bubbles
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Bubbles which remain on the Surface,
for feveral Hours, after fhaking; and
from this Property to divide, and ‘mix
with the Juices, and its Power to evacu-
ate the morbid Humours' by Perfpiration,
Urine, and Stool, it tends to the Cure of
the moft confirm’d Scurvy.

WHATEVER impairs the Solids, and
diminithes their Force upon the Fluids,
as long protracted Chronical Difeafes, a
profufe Mercurial Salivation, &ec. may.
likewife be principally concern’'d in the
Produétion of this Difeafe.

Every Degree of Putrifattion is fol-
Jow’d with a proportional Degree of Re-
folution in the Fluids, and a fuitable Re-
laxation and Decay of the Sclids, tho
ever {o infenfible ; and fince the Blood is
thoroughly melted down, and the Solid
Fibres over-ftrain’d, wafted, and render’d
cffete by a Salivation, it may, without

F 2 Doubt,
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Doubt, be look’d upon as a Caufe pow-
erfully difpofing the Patient to the Scuruy,
for it evidently tends to promote the fame
Procefs as that of Putrifation itfelf : This
may probably be deem'd a fubftuntial
Reafon, not only why the Scurvy fo often
recurs after a Salivation, but alfo why the
{malleft Portions of Mercury are fo ex-
tremely pernicious in that Difeafe; having
often been found to excite the moft pro-
fufe falivary Difcharge, with the Lofs of
the Gums and Teeth, and likewife, for
~ the moft Part, to be attended with 2

dangerous Bloody Flux. .

In fuch Cafes, theMercury will not only
farther break downthe Textureof the Blood,
already too much deftroy’d, but will alfo
exalt that Degree of Putrifattion which
before exifted in it from the fcorbutic
Caufe : Befides, as Lind juftly obferves,
the want of a due Perfpiration may like-
wife account for the Reafon why Mercury

in
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in Scorbutics, - fo powcrfully falls upon
the falival Glands,

- THE WSprmg and Summer are thie proe
per Seafons for taking this Medicine to the
greateft Advantage, the ufual Quantity
being -a Pint Night-and Morning, - fos
three Weeks, a Month, or longer, ‘in
Proportion to the long or fhoit Duration
of the Difeafe, and the Violence of the
Symptoms ; but fhould the Largenefs of
the Draught chance to be an Objection,
inftead of a’ Pint, half - that Quantity
may be taken, four Timesa Day, with
equal Succefs.

IT agrees with almoft every Stomach,
and requires no Confinement; the Patient
may ufe moderate Exercife, and go A<
broad in his ufual Manner, but ought
ﬁn&ly to conform to the following Regi~
men : He muftavoid all Acids, and every
Thing falt or high-feafon'd : Fat Meats,

Hog'’s
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Hog's Flefh, Fith and Vegetables are, at
this Time, prejudicial ; - let. him live
chicfly upon dry Food, and white Meats
voafted, fuch as Veal, Rabbit, Fowls, &c.
He muft likewife abftain from the im-
moderate Ufe of Liquids, efpecially thofe
of. the f{pirituous Kind, and, at ‘Meals,
drink moderately of Lifbon, or any of
the light white Wines, diluted with Wa-
ter, 4

Turs was the Method obferv'd in ad-
miniftering the Diet - Drink at. Li/bon,
where this Medicine has fucceeded in the
moft deplorable Cafes of .the. Venereal
Difeafe and Scurvy, even when Salivation,
and all other Means, provd ineffectual,
and, for that Reafon, was conftantly re-
commended by the moft eminent Phyfi-
cians and Surgeons there.

SECT.
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S'E'C'T. I

REFLECTIONS
ON THE

Improper Use of M ERC U RY;

AND THE
MAaANNER of Its AcTioN on the

“SOLIDS and FLUI'DS.

E R C UR Y , or %CL‘SII‘ er, is

a pondcrous mineral Fluid, con-

fifting of very minute globular Parts
caﬁly dmﬁblc, and the heavieft of all Bo—
dies, excepting Gold: .Its Aﬁ'céhons on
the Parts of the human Body are._ various
“and furpnhng, but, in- general, may be
accounted for, fromits Grfmty, Dmﬁbxht) 4
and Figure : By the firft Property, 1t - may

be




[ 34]

be confider'd to a& with a mechanical
Power, like that of the Wedge, &c. By
the fecond; it becomes capable of infinu-
-ating ‘itfelf into and pervading the moft
‘minute capillary. Veflels; and by the
Third, ’tis exquifitely fitted for Motion
and Circulation, when mix’'d with the
animal Fluids.

Tut Preparations of this Mineral, as
apply'd to' the Practice of Medicine, have
afforded Subject for various Opinions, be+
ing, by Some, deem’d highly pernicious;
and fufpeed of arfenical Qualities, con-
fequently a dangerous Poifop, ' and abfo-
lutely unfitfor medicinal Purpofes: Others
again, have applauded their Excellence,
and zealoufly infifted on their Safety and
‘Efficacy in many Difeafes, particularly
that of ‘the Lues Venerea : But both- Par-
“ties have certainly err'd in the Extreme’s
for the firft rathly condemn'd this valua-
ble Medicine, from the ‘terrible Symp-

‘ toms
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toms that follow’d its impfopér Ufe, with-
out ever coﬁﬁdering, that the horrid De.
vaftation it made, was more owing to the
immoderate Quantity,  than to any
deleterious Quality refiding in it: On the
other Hand, the ‘Advocates for it, too Ja-
vithly commended it, without fufficiently
attending to thofe particular Cafes, in
which later Experience proves it to be ex-
tremely pernicious: And yet this Oppofi-
tion of Opinions feems not at all unac-
countable, for in the early Stages of the
Venereal Difeafe, a Medicine, thus uncer-
tain in its Qualities, was chiefly admini-
fter'd by Empericks, and unfkilfal Men,
who boldly gave to one, that which had
cur'd another of the like Difeafe, with-
outany Regard to proper Dofe, or the Djf.
ference' of Conflittion. Such inconfi-
derate Prattice produc'd the moft dread-
ful Effects, and Death jtfelf ‘was often-
times the Confequence; for, by over="
loading the Blood with Mercury, the
Patient was quickly deftroy’d by 2 Hee-
morrhage, Suffocation, or fuch like alarm-
ing Symptoms; fo that ’tis no wonder it

G * thould
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(hould fall into Difcredit and Neglect :
However, there were not wanting fome,
who, by more cautious and rational Me-
thods, became able, to afcertain its Dofe ;
with more Exaétnefs, and from the
better Succefs of thofe, it was again re-
viv'd in Pracice, and brought into Efteem.
Medicines, therefore, like moft other
Things, derive their Value from their
proper Ufe, fince we find the fame medi-
cinal Subftances good or bad, according
to the Manner of their Application.

- An Aftempt to raife the Eftecm of one
Medicine by degrading another, might
juitly admit of the moft fevere Cenfure ;
and therefore, before I go further, fhall
beg leave to obviate cvery Objection of
this Kind, by afluring the Reader, that this
is fo foreign and repugnant to my Defign,
that ’tis the only Thing which I would
induftrioufly feck to avoid; for through-
out the whole, I would only be under-
ftood to doubt the Safety or Succefs of a
Salivation in particular Cafes, where a
gentler Remedy would not only more

cCr-
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certainly effe¢t a Cure, but what is of the
greateft Confequence, without fubje@ing
the feeble Patient to thofe Injuries which
his Conftitution muft undavoidably fuftzin
by a Treatment o tedious and fevere.

MERCURY, in its pureft State, feems
void of all Acrimony, except divefted of
its natural Form by a Chymical Procefs ;
and fuch is the peculiar Property of this
Fluid, that its ultimate Particles will fill
retain their {pherical F igure, tho” divided
and refolv'd into the moft fubtile Vapour;
and fince it is fuppos'd to a& upon the
human Body by its Gravity, Divifibility,
and Figure; ‘tis highly probable that
moft of the elaborate chymical Procefles,
by changing its Figure, leflening its Gra-
vity, and fixing its Motion, rather tend to
deftroy than to exalt its medicinal Virtues.

Mercur1aLs, when judicioufly given,
may, without Doubt, generally prove the
abfolute Cure of the Pox in robuft Ha.
bits ; yet there are many Conflitutions
which have fuffer'd fo much from the long

G2 Con-
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Continuance of the Difeafe, and the im-
proper Application of Mercury, that they
are unable, any longer, to withftand the
Force of fevere Remedies, and moft like-
ly would fink under a Salivation ; which,
with a long Courfe of Abftinence, durm'r
the Progrefs of it, is fufficient to 1nduce
fuch a Wafte of the Body, as oftentimes,
is never to be repair'd : So that the un- .
happy Patient, tho’ perhaps cur'd of the
Pox, languithes out his Days, and at laft
dies of a Confumption,

WitH a View therefore to caution a-
gainft the indiferiminate Ufe of Mercuryin
all Cafes that are fuppos'd Venereal ; I
fhall venture an Attempt to thew how it
may be hurtful to a weakly Conftitution,
either when receiv'd into the Blood in a
Salivation, or where theVenereal Difeafe is
complicated with others, which may be
exafperated and render'd worfe by its Ap-
plication,

Msercury is a Fluid, whofe {pecific
Gravity is fourtcen Times greater than

that
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thatof theBlood ; and tho’ the Quantity of
Motion'in the mercurial Globules, when
mix’d with the Blood in the largeft Veflels,
is, at firft but fourteen Times greater
than the Globules of Blood ; yet, in the
{malleft Branches of the Capillary Arteries,
it will be above a hundred Times greater ;
according to the Calculation of the learn-
ed Affruc.

Now it is evident what will be the
Confequence of the' great Difproportion
between the increasd Motion of the
Blood, and the Refiftance of the Fibres
which compofe its Veflels; for as they
are acted upon by a Force, one hundred
Times greater than what they fuftain’d in
a patural State, it is requifite that their
Power of Refiftance fhould be nearly a
hundred Times greater than before, to
counterat the Velocity of the Blood’s
Motion : But this is fo far from being the
Cafe in a Salivation, that the Solids, in-
ftead of being ftrengthned, are daily
weaken’'d and relax’d more and more ;

firft,
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firft, from the flender Diet enjoin’d in the
Salivation ; fecondly, from the Addition
of Mercury entering the Blood at cach
Friction; and laftly, from the profufe
and immoderate Difcharge of Saliva.

Tur great Diflolution which the Mafs
of Blood fuffers from the A&ion of Mer-
cury, may alfo become an additional
Caufe in overcoming the Tone of the
Veffels, and help to deftroy that mutual
A&ion and Re-a&ion which ought to
{ubfift between the Solids and Fluids;
for fuppofing the Blood to confift of dif-
ferent Orders: of Globules, which is the
received Opinion ; as its conftituent Parts
become comminuted and melted down
by the Gravity of Mercury; the excef-
five Heat, at this Time produced by its
quick Motion and Attrition againft the
Sides of the Veflels, will rarify the Air
fhut up in each Globule, {o as to make it
poflefs a larger Space and diftend the
Veflels, efpecially thofe of the weaker
Vifcera, even to the Danger of burfting.

THAT
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TuAT Airreallyexifts in the Globules of
Blood feems plain from their Spherical
Figure, but Obfervations with the Mi-
crofcope have now fo far confirmed that
Suppofition, as to leave no Room for
Difpute ; for by examining the Circula-
tion, Leewenboeck Afferts, that in their
Paffage through the capillary Veffels they
change into an oval Figure, reafuming
their Roundnefs as foon as they come
into a larger Space: This change of
Figure in the fanguineous Globules de-
notes the Elafticity of ‘the Air they con-
tain, fince nothing is Elaftic but what has
Air in its Compofition.

Nor will the vaft Force of the Airs
Expanfion when rarified by Heat, feem
at all ftrange to thofe who confider it as
the principal Agent employed in digeft-
ing our Food in the Stomach.

To the foregoing Suppofition, may be
objected the Experiment of tying a Portion
of
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of an Artery with ifs - circulating Blood
included, for fince no fenfible Swelling
was perceived in it, after placing it in the
exhaufted Receiver of the Air Pump, it
was from thence inferred that the Air
contained in the Blood remained inelaftic
in its natural State : But this Experi-
ment feems fallacious and not fufficiently
conclufive, for if the Refiftance of the
ftrong Arterial Coats vu:e-morc, than
equal to the Force of the 4ird Expanfion,
no fenfible Enlargement could poflibly
happen.

From-hence it plainly appears, that
in a Salivation, the Blood ac&s with the
greateft Violence at a Time when the
Solids are the leaft able to refift it, and
confequently by its Rapidity may burf}
its containing Veflels, as appears evident
from the Patients bloody Stools, Heemor-
thage from the Nofe, Mouth, &¢.

: WiTH-
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WithouT diftegarding the Teftimony
of Truth, it canfiot be denied but that
this Remedy is fometimes attended with
Confequences not only dangerous but
often fatal, particularly where a he&ic
Fever prevails or where the Lungs otr
any of the fofter Vifcera are in a def:ay’ii
State, for to give Mercurials with Free-
dom in fuch Cafes would be giving cer-
tain Death to the Patient; fo that Saliva-
tion is fo far frém being always proper,
in every Circumftance: of the Venereal
Difeafe, - that it often manifeftly en-
dangers the Patient, and lays a Founda-
tion for future Difeafes.

For the Reafons already given, it will:
difpofe the Body to a Staté of univerfal
Relaxation, which will become the Pa-
rent of Stubborn' and fometimes incurable
chronical Complaints, fuch as exceffive
Weaknefs, Confumption, Dropfy and

H heétic
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heétic Fever: For as the Strength of A-
nimals is fuppofed to be in a triplicate
Proportion to their Quantity of Blood,
how great muft be the Weaknefs of the
Body after a Salivation ? Where the Vef-
fels which were before diftended, en-
larged and overftrained beyond Meafure,
‘are now drained of their nutritious Juices,
and of a fudden, leftalmoft empty, from
the profufe Difcharge of Saliva and Sweat.’

ALMesT every one, from his own Ex-
perience, can tell the Inconvenience that
attends a fimple Sprain in any Part of the
Body, and how long it is before the af-
feted Part regains its former Strength':
The fame Caufe, tho’ in a lels Degree,
will alfo account for the exceflive Weak-
nefs that {o often followsa high-raifed Sali-
vation; for in both Cafes the Nature of the
Injury is the fame, viz. the Application of
a greater Force to the Solids than their

natural Struture can bear; only in the
Firft,
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_Firft, the Effe¢t is inftantaneoufly pro-
‘duced in a particular Part, with the Senfe
of Pain, and in the Laft, the Complaint
is univerfal and brought about by De-
grees {o flow and infenfible, as not to give
fuch manifeft Marks of  approaching
Danger.

InpicEsTION is likewife a Diforder
more immediately arifing from Relaxa-
tion than from any other Caufe, asis evi-
dent by the Means which relieve it, for
whatever braces the Fibres and increafes
mufcular Motion, feldom fails of reftor-
ing the Stomach. '

Tur Contraction of the Heart is alfo,
at this Time, extremely Weak, and that
Power which the Solids ought to exert
upon the Fluids being wanting, the Cir-
culation becomes languid, the Motion of
the Blood at its laft Ebb, and Perfpiration
is almoft totally obftructed: Thus then

g that
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that Vapour which ought conf’tantly to ex-
halefrom the Pores of the Skin, being re-
‘tained, the Veflels will be overloaded with
Serum_ and a bloated anafarcoqs Habit ge-
nerally enfues ; andfince thereisa Tenden-

Parts, when free’'d from the Com‘preﬁ'ion
of the Solids, as long as the Fibres remain
lax and inaive, fo Iong will the Blood

Turs Tendency of the Patients Confti-
tution to a Dropfy, cannot be wonder'd
at, fince that Difeafe is often found to
fupervene ‘a profufe Hemorrhage from
the Nofe, Uterus, &¢c. 'And as the Dif~
charge in a Salivation is not only fup-
plyed from the Blood * but is alfo derived
from the very Stamina of the Solids them-
felves diffolv'd and melted down, may not
this vﬁﬁE‘xpence of thefe Solids and Fluids
be much more llke]y to produce a:Dropfy

‘ than

Vide Robinfon on Confurﬁ;i. Chap. IIL.'p. 48.
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———than a fimple Flux of Blood, or a preter-
natural increafe of" any of the other Eva-
cuations ?

Excr;ssxvz \Vcaknefé and a defect of
Pcrfpxratxon may alfo arife from a bad Di-
geftion, for in fuch Cafes, "the Nourifh-

. 'ment derived from' the Food in the Sto-
mach is not fufﬁciently Elaborated, and
enters the Blood in a crude unconcocted
State, without ever being fo fubdued and
fubtilized by the circulating Powers as
duly to nourifh the Body, or render it fine
enough to pafs off by the cutancous Pores,

WiTh the utmoft Refpe&t and Dc-
ference to the Opmlon and Praéhce of
others, I fhould therefore, think it ad-
vifible whenever Sahvanon is requxrcd to
raife it by flow Degrees, and inftead of
the ufual Quantities of three Drachms or
half an Ounce of the Mercurial Unction
rubbed in at one Time, to apply only a

Drachm
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Drachm or a Drachm and a Half 'by pro-

cr Intervals ; for by this Means, the Mer-
cury will lie longer in the Body and have
more Time to ach, without folliciting its
Expulfion at the Mouth ; the Secretions
in general will alfo be more moderately
and equally affeed, and the Patient both
more fafe and certain of a Cure, prb-
vided this Method 3s continued its due
Time: For when a large uantity of the
Un&ion is applycd at once, or too haftily
repeated, the falivary Glands become
dilated of a fudden, and their Refiftance
to the Difcharge of Saliva fo fmall, that
the Mercury no fooner enters the Blood
than it _rufhes off by the Mouth ; yet this
grofs Miftake of rating the Patients Safety
by the Quantity he fpits, is fo prevailing,

that it deferves to be remarked.

~ Tais Circumftance feems one probable
Caufe, why fo many are difappointed of
a Cure after a plentiful Salivation ; for

the
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the Mercury, when too liberally applyed,
inftead of undergoing feveral Circulations
and affecting the Habit in general, hurries
off by the -Glands of the Mouth, and
leaves the venereal Poifon untouched in
thofe Parts which lie moft remote from
the Circulation.

IT feems alfo neceffary here totake No-
tice, that Mercury does not always carryof
the Infection by raifinga Spitting ; for there
have been many Inftances, where that
could not poffibly be procured, notwith-
ftanding its plentiful Ufe, -and yet. the Pa-
tient was perfectly freed from all his ve-
nereal Symptoms; which Circumftance
evidently fhews, that Salivation, though
principally depended upon, is not a thing
effentially neceffary to the Cure.

T T imagine mlght be the principa]
Reafon which firft gave rife to the Practice
of curing the Pox by Mercury without 2

Salj-
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Salivation ; for when it appeared from

Experience, that the Cuire was brought a-

bout by an Enlargcment of the Secretions,
‘without the leaft falivary Difcharge; "twas
hxghly rational to conclude that the Dif-
eafe might be removed by promoting thefe
Secrctlons without fubjecting the Patient
to the Sevcnty of a Salivation: To this
End, by gwmg fuch Things as determine
the Mercury- to the Pores of the Skin, or
favour its Exit by Urine or Stool, and at
the {ame Time ordeting Aftringent Gar-
gles; the Flux of Saliva to the Glands of
the Mouth has been entirely prevented.

© "Purs Method is particularly. récom-
tnended by Default, was alfo approved of
and followed by Dr. Douglafs and others,
and with a’ little Variation, in particular
Cafes, has fince been practifed with Suc-
éefs at ofic'of the principal Locks in Town,
undef - the Diretion of a very éminent
and »mgémous Surgeon; no-lefs remark-

able
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able for his great affability and a commu-
nicative Difpofition for the Inftru@ion of
‘his Pupils, than for the many ufeful Im.
provements he has added to the Science
of Surgery.

Besipes, the Succefs attending a Sali-
vation ought not to be afcribed to any pe-
-culiar fpecifick Property inherent in Mer-
cury, but merely to the difcharged Quan-
tity of Saliva ; for ‘tis generally believed,
that if any other Body could be found,
which would fufe the Blood and occafion
the like Difcharge of Saliva; that would
in all Refpeds, as effeCtually Cure the
Venereal Difeafe as a Salivation raifed by
Mercury.

Tue Mineral, {o often mentioned, has
been charged by the Antients with many
pernicious Qualities, and fome * Obferva-
tions of very modern Date feem to fecond

I their

* Vide Gent. Mag. Yume 1755.
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their Opinion, fuggefting that'it raifes 2
Salivation only by Virtue of fome Arfi-
nical Particles with which it is intimately
‘mixed, and which alone produce all the
ill Effects arifing from its Ufe. :

- NoTwiTusTANDING this Affertion, I
can hardly believe that .it affects a Saliva-
tion by a Property fo pernicious as that
of which it is fufpected; for {etting that
afide, all its bad Confequences may be
deduced from its Gravity, by which, ac-
cording to Aftruc, it may overload the
fofter Vifcers, and tearafunder the diftend-

ed Coats of the Veflels,

Tuis Opinion is confirmed and proved
even to a Demenlration, from an Expe-
riment by Dr. Moulin in the Philof. Tran-
act. No. 192, p- 486. Where, by inject-
ing crude Mercury into the jugular Vein
of a Dog, the mercurial Globules had
burft through the fmall Veffels in the

Lungs,
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Lungs, and forced their Way to the Sur-
face, feparating their external Covering
in Form of fmall Blifters, and where the
Globules lay confpicuous to the naked
Eye ; as this feems pertinent to the pre-
fent Subje, I fhall take the Liberty of
tranfcribing a few Lines at the Conclufion,
as the Refult of the Experiment.

“ From hence may appear the Danger
of ufing Mercury in human Bodies, fo
““ as to get into the Mafs of Blood, efpe-
cially in the Lungs, becaufe they are of
a lax, fpungy Texture, and want that
¢ brifk ftrong Motion, which the Mufcles
have in other Parts, whereby they are
enabled to force it alop g with the Blood
in order to the raifing a Salivation. That
Mercury has this Effe® on the human
Lungs, is plain from what we daily
“ fee in Perfons that have been falivated,
who are afterwards obferved to die of

I2 ¢ Con-

({$

€<
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¢« Confumptions, that will_ yield to no
¢« - Medicine.”

Ovucur we not therefore to be ex-
tremely cautious in propofing a Salivation
to fuch as are of alax Habit, and much
wafted, whofe Solids cannot but with
great Injury fuftain the vaft Strefs laid
upon them by fuch a Remedy? A Con-
fequence {till more dangerous muft attend
thofe who labour under an inward Decay,
and yct unwarily {ubmit to a mercurial
Courfe; for here the rarificd Blood will
rufh upon the difeafed Vifcera with a
Force fuperior to the Refiftance of their
Fibres, and by the Violence of its Motion

will break down and deftroy their tender
Texture; or what is equally probable, will

inflame and bring a Collection of Matter
on the affected Part, which burfting in-
wardly, may quickly deftroy the Patient.

Avrr the Arteries before they enter the
Vifcera arc divefted of their external
Coat ;
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Coat; which is a_ Circumftance worth

attending to, for, by this Means be-
ing rendered much thinner, they be-
come more yielding to the Impulfe of the
Blood, than thofe in any other Part of
the Body.

Tue Mercury-miners are always fhort-
lived *, for in a few Months they begin
to tremble and fcarcely any of them live
to the third Year: Alfo according to-i*'
Ramazini, from the Authority of feveral
Writers they die miferably, being affected
with Palfies, Vertigo’s and a hetic Fever,
This, however, feems to prove but little
againtt the Safety of Mercurials, for thefe
are Symptoms which feem not to: arife
from the noxious Quality, but rather from
the immenfe Quantity of this Mineral.

Guaia-

* Fallop. Tra&. de Metall. & Foffilibus.
4+ De Morb, Are,
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GuaiacuMm, a Medicine formerly, not
lefs famous than Mercury for the Cure of

the Venereal Difeafe, has its Advantages

in particular Cafes, but in general {fcems

to fall thort of the Characer which at.
firft attended its Ufe : Itis frequently be-

neficial in a cold phlegmatick® Difpofition

of the Body, but is always found to be

hurtful in bilious dry Conftitutions, or ina

fharp, thin State of the Blood, where the

Patient is hectic; for as it confifts of
warm, acrimonious Parts, which ftimu-

late the Solids and increafe their Action

uponthe Fluids, the Blood will ftill be far-

ther broken into fmaller Particles, and ren-

dered more quick in its Motion, by which

its moft fluid Parts will pafs out of the

Body in profufe Sweats, to the great De-

triment of the Patients Recovery ; whofe

Strength muft daily decline from the Ag-

grevation of all his feverifh Symptoms.

* FroMm
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#* From thofe of its Qualities which
are fenfible to the Tafte and Smell, one
would be inclined to think it a valuable
Medicine, and fuch it certainly would
often. be found, if given in.ftrong De-
coltions with proper Regimen ; ordering
the Patient to Sweat by Intervals as his
Strength will bear, according to the Prac-
tice of the Antients.

THERE are two fixed Points, beyond
which the Veflels of the Body can nei-
ther be filled nor emptied without a Ple-
thora happening in the one Cafe, and In-
anition in the Other ; and as the ill Symp-
toms during a Salivation, are occafioned
by too great a Plenitude of the Veffels,
and the violent Diftenfion of their Coats ;
fo do the Complaints confequently of a
Salivation arife from Inanition, and a ge-

' neral

& Vide Prof. Boerhaav. add Morb. Gall. Au-
" thores.
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neral Weaknefs of the Habit; and there-
fore, the Remedies moft likely to fucceed
are nourifhing Diet with moderate Exer-
cife, Chalybeates with the Bark, Aro-
matic Bitters and the Ufe of the Cold
Bath : But this laft is never to be advifed
where the Patient is extremely Weak or
where there is a Sufpicioﬁ of unfound
Vifcera; in the laft Cafe it might prove
fatal, by forcing the Blood with Violence
to the affected Part; and in the Firft, it
would moft certainly increafe his Com-
plaints 5 ‘for if the firft Shock given to the
wholevafcular Syftem by the intenfe Cold,
thould fail to reftore the Elafticity of the
Fibres, ‘every future Effort would weaken
their Spring and become ineffe@ual.

Mercury therefore, though a power-
ful and moft excellent Medicine in m‘an'y
Cafes, when ufed with Caution, may,
when mifapplyed, be productive of many
terrible Confequences, ‘and like a Sword

~in
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in the Hands of a Mad-man, become the
Infirument of irreparable Ills. * It 2t as
it is acted upon by the vital Impulfe, and
‘whenever thatis wanting to tranfmit it to
the difeafed Part, it fails ' of Succefs and
becomes of no Effe&.

From this we plainly fee that it has
no fpecific Property in fubduing the Ve-
nereal Poifon, that it works a Cure by its
Gravity and mechanical Preflure, and that
it drives out the Difeafe, but with it,
the nutritious Juices which are the very
Principles of Life.

+ ¢“ Tanta vero eftin hoc Salivationis

« genere Humorum Fufio, tanta Succo-
“ rum omnium Corporis fzpe exantlatio,
K “ ut

* Argentum vivum, foli vi vitz a&um hoc
Malum fanat, motu expellit. Ideo & ejus medi-
cata poteftas haud valet corfigere venereum ta-
bum, quando illud figitur in locis, ad quz actio Cor-

dis & Arteriarum vix pertingit.
Boxruaave.
+ Harris, de Lue Venerei.
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¢, ut nil Mirum fit, fi Spiritus vitales und '
s dafﬁpcntur, & maxime fiin hic Terr3,

< aliter faahcdﬁma, ubi Melanchoha tan-

¢ ,turr; obtinet Imperium, complures ex

¢« tam rapida Fluidorum profufione fuc-

¢ cumbant ac periant.”

SECT.
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SECT III.

'OF THE

PARTICULAR CASES

WHERE

SaLivATION is allowed to be dangerous
‘ or ineffectual, ~

AND WHERE THE
Lifbon DIET -D RIN K.

Juftly claims the PREFERENCE.

T HOUGH this Section fhould have

gone before the laft according to the
Title, yet, in Order that the Reader might
have a more exad comparative View of

the Remedies already confidered, wiz:
K2 Sali-
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Salivation and the Dret-Drink; the par-
“ticular Cafes, where the one feéms evi-
dently preferable to the other, have been
refcrrcd to the laft. : ‘

FirsT then, Salivation is by all allow.
ed to be dangmous in a univerfal Weak-
nefs and Relaxation of the Solids, where
itis feared the confumptiye Patient might
fink under the Lofs of a profufe falivary
Difcharge, or where. the Veflels from their
decay, have loft their vibrating Power and
canngt fufficiently re-act upon the circy-~
‘lat‘ing” Fluids *; forin this Cafe, the mer-
curial Atoms diffufed throughout the
Blood will not only prove ineffectual, but
will further inflame, break down and de-
ftroy the difeafed Parts, til] at length, ex-
travafating with the Juices, they will fub-
fide by their own Gravity, unite with
each other, and form Globules, fuch as

X arc

* Pref. Bocrhaav. ad Morb. Gall, Authores

Var.

B s
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are obferved in the carious Bones or im-
pofthumated Parts of dead Bodies, after
a Salivation,

SEceNDLY, where' the Venereal Dif-
eafe is complicated with the Scurvy ; for
{corbutic Ulcers of the Mouth, &¢. are
by this Means greatly irritated and often
become gangrenous - from ' the Ufe of
Mercury.

Bachftrom, a Dutch Phyfician, together
with Hoffman, here both condemn the
Ufe of Mercury, and Etmuller obferves
that it is o pernicious in the Scurvy, that
the Dutch abftain from it even in vene-
real Cafes, for fear they fhould be com-
plicated with that Difeafe. '

* Kramer alfo informs us, that, four
Hundred of the Imperial Troops in Hun-
847y near Belgrade, who took Mercury,

with-

* Krameri Differt, Epiftol, de Scorbuto.

B
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without his Advxce all died by the dread- .
ful Con(equences of a Salivation.

Tuirpry, where the Pox is compli-
cated with. fcrophulous Tumors, of the
,Neck Wthh may - be . fo enlarged. by
Mcrcuxy as_.to rcomprefs -the contiguous
Veins; . md caufc a Fit. of . the ‘Apoplexy
‘by putting, 2 ﬁoP to the. Return of , the
Blood: And even in thofe C afes of the
Evil or Leprofy where Mercury may be
given with Safety ¥,'it fcldom ever.effects
a thorough Cure, for though theSymp-
toms are alleviated for a Time, they at
length return with' their w ronted Severity.
This, in fome Meafure may ferve as ‘a
Proof that the Leprofy, Scrophula’ and
Pox are three diftin&t Difeafes ; for if
thefe were only different Species of the
fame Difeafe, prodiicéd by the vencreal
Poifon, Mercury would be the moft likely

t0

* Willis de Lep. Grecor.
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to fubdue them all, however diverfified by
Climates or Conftitutions.

FourTHLy, in a habitual Diarrhza,
where the Mercury by its fuperiorWeight,
would Force open the Veflels of the
Bowels and bring on a Bloody Flux.

FirTury, ina fpitting of Blood from
decayed Lungs, or where the Liver has
been fchirrous for a long Time; for if
the Obftruction does not readily give Way,
the Force' of the circulating Blood, af-
fifted by the Gravity of Mercury, may
burft the Veflels, or bring the affeted
Part to Suppuration and deftroy the ten-
der Texture of that Bowel.

SixTHLY, in pregnent Women, where
Mercury, by increafing the Circulation,
would Force the tender Embryo -from its
Conne&ion with the Uterus, -and occa-
fion Abortion.

SEVEN-
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SEVENTHLY, in the infant State, where
the Rapidity of the Blood’s Motion would
act with greater Force upon the Solids
than their tender Fibres could bear, and
confequently bring on bloody Stools, Con-
vulfions and other dangerous Symptoms,
which mightend in Death.

Tuesk are fome of the particular Cafes,
in which Salivation, is cither dangerous
or ineffeGtual, as thofe, who happen to
fubmit to it, will be convinced by dear
bought Experience 3 for if the Paticnt is
extremely weak and languid, this Method
will only ferve ‘ftill farther to exhauft
and infeeble him ; and inftead of afford-
ing him the Relief he fought for, he will
find his fanguine Expectations ending in
Difappéintment : On the Contrary, in
thefe and all other Cafes where the Patient
is an improper Subje& for Mercury, and
his Complaints are affuredly Scorbutic or
Venereal, a regular Courfe of the Lifbon-

: Diet-
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Diet-Drink, will feldom ever fail of re-
moving the Difeafe, if not advanced to a
State abfolutely incurable.

WhoeveR defires to be more fully ac-
quainted with the dangerous Effecs of a
Saljvation, may confult. Dr, Robinfon’s ex~
cellent Treatife on the. Venereal Difeafe ;
whi¢re, - befides- the Cafes already - men-
tioned, may be found many ‘more in
which it is highly prejudicial, and where,
I belicve, all candid Judges muft give
the Preference to a Medicine gentle and
mild in its Effets, which, by a regular
and long continued Ufe,is not only much
more fafe, but alfo more certain in ex-

terminating the Venereal Difeafe.

FINTIS



ERRAT A

Page 28. line 13. for Dilutents, read Diluents,
§2. line - 7. for affels, read effeds.

57+ dine 18, for confequently, read cone
fequont
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