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INTRÒDUCTION. 

The following Leiters have been arranged for 

publication nearly in their original form. In 
: relating thc circiimstances qf these eventful cam- 

paigns, thc Writcr has avoided offering any 

opinion on thc policy qf Great Britain in the aid 

'affbrded to the Península, and thc manner in 

which that aid has been applied. These pages 

TVill hefound to contam, simply, a so!aier's Jour- 

nal qf the operations he has witnessed, qf the 

marches he has performed, interspersed with 00 

casional remarks on the manners and customs, 

and the local' scenery qf cowitriesy which from 

the difficulties qf travelling are   less known than 
• •       • 

the rest qf the continènt. He is aware .that 

' many qf his observations tvill not have even the 

'-recom?nendation of novelty,   bitt  where he may 

appear diffuse in his description qf stibjects not 
\ 

qf a military nature, he relies on the indulgence 

qf his readers9 

►■«*. 



ÍV INTRODUCTION. 

The marches of the army kave only been gene- 
t m 

rally touched upo?i, the TVriter confining himself 

principally to the route of the   lst division, and 

sometirnes only to that of the battalion in  which 

he served: but he has not omitted to detail occa- 

sionally, the movements of the whole, wliere ht 

has had an opportunity of doing só with accuracy. 

In a narrative of this nature> the  TVriter has 

denied himself the gratification of expatiating 

upon tkejwell known gallantry of British troops, 

and the sláll and military talents ôf the Zeâderj 

under loliom theyfoaght*  Their merits mH be best 

dppreciated in the hearts of a grateful cotmtry; 

and the historian when recording in his brightest 

pagcthe BATTLE of TALAVERA^ will not fail 

to transmit to an admiring posterity^ a faithful 

detail of the splended atchievemeMs a?id deeds-qf 

noble prowess displayed by the watriors ofBritain 

throughont every Xrying hour of that memorable 

day i 



ERRATA 

Lcttir 1, date, for 1810 rcad 1809 
Page 4, Um 10, for Lion rcflrf Lcon 

4, toe 13, /or Modina read Medina 
4, toe 25, /or in reatf at 
5, toe 1, /or our raid one 
6, toe* 24, 25, for wcstword read westward 

11, Une 10, for 200 read 300 
14, toe 4, for reccived rcad rcviewcd 
22, Une 17, for stands razd stand 
29, Une 19, /at- the river read lhat river 
30, Une 2, /or lhe read a 
3G, toe 8, for wliile rcarf wliilst 
53, Une 21, /or natural rc/rá mutual 
66, Une 12, /ar contrived read contiimcd 
70, toe 22, for century read quarter of a 
72, Une 5, (after) where rcad there 
73, Une 4, >r placc razá plan 
79, toe 24, /or rear read river 

136, toe 8, for the time rara tliis time 
228, toe 20, for buming read burying 
245, toe 15, for columns rcad coluran 
2G8, toe 2, for toai read total. 
271, Une 15, for pretty rcad petty. 
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A NARRATIVE, 
• 

LETTER I. 
» 

The Expedition sails from Portsmouth.—Separated in a 
Gale of Wind; reassembles at Cork.—Refused Permis- 
síon to disembark at Cadiz.—Arrival in the Tagus. 

On Board the Queen Transport, 
VffLisbon, March 12, 1840:    J(?ôá 

X HE Expedition embarked at Spithead, 
under the orders of Major-General Sherbrooke, 
which had been detained for some days by 
contrary winds, sailed per signal in a fresh 
gale at N.E. aboút noon, on Sunday, the 
15th of Jannary, 1809, under the protection 
of the Niobe frigate and Isis of 50 guns.— 
At 4 P.M. the fleet ancliored for the night in 
Cowes Roads ; and at day-break on the foi- 
lowing morning, weighéd and stood tlirouglv 
the Needles with a leading wind.—The mas- 
ters  of the transports went on  board  tlie 

B 



Niobe for instructions at noon; when tliey 
were informed, that the objcct of the expedi- 
tion beihg of the greatest nátional impor t- 
ance, ali possible .sail . was constantly to be 
carried during the d§iy. Before dusk, the ( 

fleet was off Portland. Next day, while 
standing down Channel, the Niobe made the 
siçnal for Cadiz. 

From this time the convoy met with baf- 
fling winds and squally wcather ,until the 
morning of the 30th, when the wholc were 
dispersed in a trcmcnduous gale of wind; 
after which some of the transports bore im- 
mcdiately up for Cork, the appointed ren- 
dezvous. 

On the 25th of Febr.uaiy, the whole of the 
missing ships having previously joined, the 
fleet again. wcighed, and stood out of the 
Cove with a light and favourable brecze, 
which at sun-set had carried thcm nearty out 
of siçht of land. 

. .. Nothing particular occurred until the 6th 
of March ; when, continuing the voyage 
with a moderate gale, and fair weathcr, at 9 
A-. M. the Niobe telcgraphed a large frigate 
passing through the fleet, and shortly after- . 
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wards macle the signal for seeing the land,— 
the rock of Lisbon on the weatherbow; and 
for each ship to pass witfein hail. Spoke 
the Commodore, who desiréd a good look- 
out to be kept, as the Frendi fleet was at 
sea, having sailed from Brest on the 3d in- 
stant. A British squadron had been de- 
tached in pursuit.—At noon the rock of 
Lisbon bore east 4 or 5 leagues: Cape Espi- 
chel S.E. 10 or 12 leagues; stecrins due 
south, 

By some mismanagemerit,thePrinceGeorge 
transport, the head quarters ship of the 
Coldstream Guards fell on board His Majes.- 
ty's ship Isis about 11 o'clock at night. In 
the alarm naturally occasioned by such an 
event, occurring too at so late an hour, from 
which the roost fatal consequences were to 
be apprehended, several of the òfficers and 
men juniped on board the Isis; but Ensign 
Long failed in the attempt, and was unfor- 
tunately drowned. The transpdrt soon after 
got clear of His Majesty^s ship, with the loss 
of her mizen-mast 

' At midnight the fleet hauled round Cape 
St. Vincerit On the following morning Cape 

B2 



St Mary bore N. E. by E. at the distance of 
7 or 8 leagues. The Niobe under a press of 
sail a-head. At 10 P. M. shortcned sail, the 
Commodore having hove to. 

At 2 A. M. on tlie Sth instant saw the 
lights of Cadiz. At dawn of day the city 
appeared right a-head, about 5 leagues dis- 
tante The fleet ran along the shore, having 
a beautiful vicw of the Carraccas, the Isle of 
Lion, and the inner harbour, in which lay 
the Spanish men of war anel the French 
•prizes. In the distance appeared the lofty 
mountains of Modina Sidónia- A British 
squadron, one ship bearing the flag of Rear- 
•Admiral Purvis, lay at anchor in the outer 
-harbour. 

Àt half-past 2 P. M.. a Iugger from the 
Admirai spòke the Niobe ; immediatcly after 

-which the signal was raade to rendezvous in 
the Tagus-   At this time the ships were close 

~in with the cit}r, and  the inhabitants were 
' distinctly obseived enjoying the sea breeze on 
the tops of their houses, which are ali flat- 
roofed, in the forni of a terrace. 

:     Cadiz, seated in the extremity of a penín- 
sula, appeared a well-built handsome city, 
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ivith several magnificent edifices.—Our great 
necessary of life is wanting; namely, fresh 
watcr, which is brought in boafs at £, consi- 
derable expense across the bay from Port St. 
MaryV The .harbour is formecl by Fort St. 
Sebastian on tlie sou th, and the town of Rota 
on- the north. The entrance is strongly for- 
tified ; and, indeed, every assailable point is 
protected by heavy batteries.—The ri ver Gu- 
adalettc, the fablcd Lethe of the ancients, 
falis into the bay of Cadiz. 

The mas ter of a transport which had en- 
tered the harbour, and was boarded by a 
boat from the British fleet, was informed that 
a division of troops, under the commànd of 
Major-General Maekenzie, after remaining 
at Cadiz for upwards of a month, .without' 
being permitted to land, sailed on the prè- 
ceding day for Lisbon.. This intelligence oc- 
casioned various surmises; as theconduetof 
the Spaniards, in refusing to admit an English 
force into Cacliz, conld not be reconciled 
with wliat had been previously and industri- 
ously proclaimed respecting the disposition 
of this nation towards Great-Britain* 

The wind continuing favourable, at dày- .MMl 
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light yesterday the fleet arrived ofF the mouth 
of the Tagus. About 8 o3clock, the Portu- 
gueze pilots'carne on board, and took.charge 
of the ships. Nothing can be conceived 
more delightful than the view of Lisbon in 
sailing tip the ri ver. The day was remark- 
ably fine; and, as the fleet advanced, every 
object, so Iate in possession of the enemy, 
forcibly engaged the attention of the British 
troops.- At the bottom of the mountain, 
which is called the Rock of Lisbon, stands 
the small town of Cascaes; beyond that, the 
convent of St. António, beautifully situated 
closc to the beach, under the shelter of a fine 
gròve of pines. Half a raile to the eastward is 
Fort St. António ; and two miles higher up, 
Fort St. Julian ; which, in c.onjunction with 
the Bugio, a circular battery of two tiers of 
cannon on the opposite side of the channel, 
proteçts the entrance of the Tagus, and cer- 
tainly presents a most formidable obstacle to 
the passage of a hostile fleet. About two 
leagues above Fort St. Julian, stands the an~ 
eient Moorish Castle of Belém j to the west- 
word ofwhich, and immediately adjoiningj 
a large half-moon battery has recently been 

V 



constructed. Several smaller forts line the 
jaorth bank of thc viver, but thc Tvhole are 
commanded by superior erainences, conse- 
quehtly untenable on the land side. At 5 
P.M. thefléet anchored a little abovc Belém 
Castle, and opposite to the convent, one of 
the few ediíices of note wljich were not oyer- 
thrown in the memorable earthquake of 1755, 
at which time nearly the whole of Lisbon 
\vas destroyed. On tliis melancholy occasion 
several thousãnds of tlic wvctched inhabi- 
tants soiight shelter, and were veceived within 
its* consecratcd .walls. This noble Gothic 
pile was erected on the spot where thc daring 
Vasco de Gama received the benedicticn of 
the Patriarch of Lisbon, befove lie embarked 
on-his voyage of discovery. 
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LETTER II. 

Short Account of Lisbon.—The Churches, Aqticduct, &c— 
Rcported Situation of the'Frendi Armies, under Marshals 

.    Soult and Victor, 

Lisbon, March 16, 1S09. 

• MAJOR-GEISTERAL SHERBROOKé havins 
previously issuecl orders, that the troops 
should adopt a conciliating mode of conduet 
towards the Poítuguese nation in general, and 
pay particular respect to the religiòus ecre- 
mohies of the country; õn the morningof 
the 13th instant, his division disembarked. 

The second brigade of Guards, under the 
command of Brigadier-General H. F. Camp- 
bel], oceupied the barracks at Belém. The 
officers were quartered upon the inhabitants, 
who in general evineed the utmost civility 
and attention to their accommodation. Ma- 
jor-General Tilsonfs brigade, consisting of the 
2d batallion of the 87th regiment, and lst of 
the 88th, was quartered in Lisbon-, and form- 
ed the garrison of the capital. 

Lisbon is adorned with several handsome 
streets  and  squares,   particularly  the  Real 
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Praça de Còmmercio, where is an equestrian 
statue in bronze of Josepli the lst.; but the 
general appeafance of this metropolis cannot 
fail to disgust a stranger, owing to the ex- 
treme filth which ineets the eye in cvery part, 
and is unpardonable, as its situation on the 
banks of a noble ri ver, from which Lisbon 
derives more important commereial advanta- 
ges than aii}r other capital in Europe, Lòndòn 
excepted, aífords the utmost facility for keep- 
ing the streets pcrfectly clean. 

The city is of great extent, reaching from 
bclow Belém, to which it is joined by a con- 
tinuation of buildings to Marivala, along the 
bcach, a distance of nearly seven miles, but 
the breadth is irregular, owing to the high 
grounds which rise up in ahnost every direo 
tion from the banks of the Tagus. The prin- 
pipal street is called the Rua Augusta, ad- 
joining the grand square of the Roscio, in 
which the Palace of the Inquisition, now oc- 
cupied by the Regency, is situated. Near 
this are the theatres of the Salitre and Rua 
das Condes. There are no public buildings 
of sufficient consequence to merit attention, 
excepting the   churches,  the generality of 
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which are decoraíed iri a most splendíd style. 
And although it may be from motives of pò- 
liçy that so much splendóur is exhibited in 
their religious ediíices, as it must have a 
powerful effect on the minds of the ignorant 
and bigotted, yetto adorn the temples of God 
with ali possible magnificenee, scems to be 
but paying a pfoper homage to the Deity. 

The Estrella convent, whicfr was buiít by 
the present Queen, and the churehes of St. 
Domingo, St. Francis, and St. Roque, are 
pointed out to strangers asparticular] y deser- 
ving of notice. In the latter is the celebrated 
chapei of St. John the Baptist, made entire- 
ly at Home, by order of King John the Fifth, 
of exquisite workmanship, and embellished 
•with the most beautiful paintings, in mosaic. 
The frontispiece of silver chased ornaments, 
had been takeri down, and packed up to 
senti, to Paris, by order of Junôt. 

'* Excepting the old castlc, Lisbon has no 
otlier means of defence; works however, 
might be erected on the íiills, forming the 
erivirons of the city, which would consider- 
abJy retard the approaeh of a hostile army, 

-i 
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but nothing of the kind lias as }ret becn at- 
tempted. 

At a short distance from tlic city, is the 
noble Aqueduct throvrn across the vale óf 
Alcântara, which supplics the whole of Lis- 
bem with the waters of the Pusilipjx). This. 
princely specimen of modem architecture is 
above a mile in length, and is supported on 
seventy fine grand arches, the centre and 
principal one being upwards of 200 íeet in 
height, from the bed of a small ri ver which 
runs under it. Its amazing strength enabled 
it to resist the effects of the great earthquake 
on the Ist of November, 1755. 

There are several good taverns in Lisbon; 
the Golden Lion, La Tour's, BarnwelFs, 
channingly situated at Buenos Ajrres, &c. 

This being Lent, the theatres and opera are 
shut, wliieh is the less to be regretted, parti- 
cularly the opera, as since the departure of 
Catalani, Ycstris, and Angiolini, the Italian 
theatre no longer enjoys its former reputation. 

At Belém are the royal gardens, which, 
although magnificent, are in too fonnal a 
sjtyle to please an English taste,    A few rare 

dki 
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birds remaiu in the aviary, but the menage- 
rie was completely emptied by Junòt 

The ro3ral inuseum still contains a great 
number of natural curiosities, although a 
considerablc quantity had been carried o ff" 
by the French, and many rare productions 
wantonty destro}red. 

Among other objects of attractidn in the 
beautiful environs of Lisbon, is the palace of 
Queluz, a league from the capital, on the 
road to Cintra, whicli place, from the saiu- 
brity of its air, is esteemed the Montpelierof 
Portugal. The surrounding country, compri- 
sing the rugged mountain, with the convent 
of Pina, is highly picturesque, and the blue 
wavesof the Atlantic ocean, terminating-the 
prospect on the west, impart a character of 
sublimity and grandeur to the varied and ro- 
mantic scencry. 

«     • • • 

Two leagues from hence, and seven from 
Lisbon, stands the abbey of Mafra, ceie- 
brated for its fine gardens and extensive li- 
brary. Iícre the court wcre aceustomed an- 
mially to spend a few wceks in solitude. 
One league beyond, is ToiTes Vedras, the 
Turres Veteres of the Romans. 
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A stranger is párticularly struck by the 
apparent dcvotion of the people in the streets, 
who on hearingabell announce the approach 
of the host, clrop on their knees, and remam 
In that position, however unfavourable the 
wèather, saying their "prayers and crossing 
themselves until it has passed. The several 
town guards are turned out and present arms, 
and the officers and soldiers of the British 
army, halt and take off their hats, in con- 
formity with the orders issued to that efiect. 

At present little is known here respecting 
the movements of the French, except that 
they threaten the northern and eastern fi^on- 
tiers of the kina:dom. The Portueuese seem 
to be in a state of apatliy, and are apparent- 
\y taking no measures for thedefence of their 
countiy; but it is to be hoped, they will be 
roused from this inactivity should the enemy 
aetually make an irruption into Portugal. 
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LETTER III. 

The Guards march to Saccavem.—Sir John Craddocfc 
moves Iiis Hcad Quartéis to Lumiar.—Account reccived 
of Marshal Soulthaving lakcu Oporto.—Marshal Bercsford 
sets out for Thomar. 

^Saccavem, March 30, 1809* 

A PARTIAL changè has taken place in the 
quarters of the army. 

Ou the 18th instant, the guards marched 
into Lisbon, and were reccived by Lieut. 
General Sir John Craddock, commander of 
the forces- Two days afterwards the brigade 
commenced its route along the north bank 
of the Tagus. The Coldstream oceupied the 
town of Saccavem, and the 3d regiment halt- 
ed about noon at Olivias, a small but beauti- 
ful villãge surrounded Avithgrotes of olives 
and vinevards, twomiles in therear. 

On the 22d,' the 3d guards advanced, and 
took up a strong põsition; the town of Sac- 
cavem, about a mile to the right, and a small 
river running through a deep valley in its 
.course to the Tagus, in their immediate front; 
The left of the battalion extended to the vil- 
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lagc of Unhos, a distancc of two miles. Tlie 
walks in tlie viçinity are delightful, and the 
hedges, in which grow spontancously tlie 
Indian fig, themyrtle, and the orangc, impart 
a most grateful. fragrance to the air. 

The commander. of the forces lias rernoved 
his head quartéis to Lumiar, and.the several 
brigades of infantry are drawn in a cordon 
rçund tlie capital: the leftof tlie wholcbeing 
at Alcântara. 

General Bercsford, who has bccn honour- 
ed with the rank of marshal, by the Regeney, 
is about to proceed with a numerous staff to 
Thomar, in order to organize the new levies 
assembling in that city. 

. The intelligence of M. Soult, with an army 
of twenty-four thousand menhaving taken 
Oporto, creates a considerable sensation. A 
number of the inhabitants of that city and 
neighbourhood, on hearing the approach of 
the cnemy, quittcd it, and havc arrived in 
Lishon. Among others, thevenerable Arch- 
bishop of Braga and suite. The reporte of 
the enorniities committcd by the Frendi on 
gaining possession of Oporto, almost exceed 
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belief; but they are unhappily too well au~ 
theriticated. 

Every exertion is making in the severa 1 
departments to enable the army to commence 
active opcrations. In a few days it is ex~ 
pected the troops will leave their present po- 
sition, and take up another in advance. 
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LETTER IV. 

Continue llieir March tlirough Alhandra, Carregada and 
Alcoentre, to Riomayor.—Descri ption of lhe Country 
011 lhe Routc. 

Riomayor, Jfpril 17, 1809. 

THE campaign nmy now be said to havc 
commenced, and thus far have the British 
advanccd into the heart of Portuga]. 

On tlic morning of the 9th instant, the 
army Avas put in motion. The brigade of 
Guardsmarched to Alhandra, threePortuguese 
leagues or twelve' iniles, and arrived about 
one 0'elock. The bags;as:e was carried on 
mulcs, no wheel-carriages bei na; allowed in thé 
line of march but to general officers. Alhan- 
dra is delightfully situatcd at the base of a 
range of liills eloathed with vineyards. 

On the following day the Guards resumed 
their march about nine o'clock, and soon af- 
ter mid-day went into cantonments. The 
Coldstrcam and light infantry at Vi Ha Nora 
da Rainha, tlic 3d regiment at Carregada. The 
routc was tlirough the towns of Vi lia Franca 
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cia Xira. anel Castanheira,   situated  on  the 
banks of theTagus. 

Next day, General Alexandcr CampbeH's 
brisade consistins; of the second battalions of 
the 7th and 53d regiments arrived at Castan- 
heira. 

After a halt of three da}rç, the division ad- 
vanced at day-break on the 14th toAlcaentre, 
a small town, nearly four leagues froiíi Carre- 
gada- Soou after leaving the latter place, the 
smiling fertile piains of Lower Estremadura 
were succccded by ableak and partially culti- 
vated district; where nothing relieved the eye 
for manv miles Í3ut a few scattered .cork and 
pine trees. In some parts of this dreary region 
Avooden crosses weve erected to inark the spot 
Avherc múrder had becn committcd, and these 
sad memoriais of luunan depravity are but 
too frequent throughout this kingdom. 

The dust on this dayVmarch was parti cu- 
larly troublcsome. At onc tlie brigade haltcd. 
Partof the 3d regiment vr&& quartered in tlie 
Chatcau of the Conde de Lumiar,   a large 
* •       • 

and once magniíicent ])ilc, but now ahan- 
doncd to the care of a few domesties, and 
scarcèly habitable.    Tlio grounds, altiiough 
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quite neglectcd, are still beautiful; and tlic 
situation of the eastle embosomed m trces, 
was rendcred pcculiarly striking from its 
bursting unexpeetcdly upon the riew, after 
a long march over a sandy tract of countiy. 

The next mornina; at dayhnht the Guards 
proccedcd on lheir route, and at the cnd of , 
thrcc leagucs rcaelied tliis place. The coun- 
trjr at first borc a similar fcature lo that 
througli which they liad marched the prccc- 
ding day, whcn within a leaguc of the town 
the roa.d led through a deep and extensive 
forest of pines intennixed wilh the olive. 

General   Alexander   Campbeirs   brigade 
marched  into quarters hcre about an hour * 
afterwards. 

Riomayor is an ineonsiderahle tourn on the 
banks of a small viver, which, taking a south- 
erly direclion falis into the Tagus below Sau- 
tarem. ' 

At the cl is tau cc of tliree miles is a cavern 
in a romantie glen, in whieh sevcral fanhlies 
liad takcn refu«e on the íirst entrance of the 
French into Portuoal. Tlicrc is jiothinç rc- 
markable in the appcarance of lhe cavern, 
but the surronnding scenery is incxpressibly 

c 2 
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beautiful, and adórnecl by some" very fine 
cork trees, scveral of whieh measured' up- 
wards of t\yenty fcet in circumferencc. 

Sir John Craddock with the principal part 
of the ármy has arrived at Caldas, five 
leasmcs on the left. 

L. 
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LETTER Y. 

Convent of St. Dominick "at Batalha.—Leyria.—Sir John 
Craddock takes leave of tlie Array.—Bishop's Palace, &c, 

Leyria, Jpril°G, 1809, 

AT four on the morning of thc 2l£t in- 
stant, the general beat; and exactly at five, 
the coluran moved off on the road lcadirig tó 
Oporto, This day's march was long and fa- 
tiguing; about sèven leagues or twerity-eight 
railes,—the road one of the best in PoTtugal, 
made by order of the Marquis of Pombal, 
No water was to be procured on the march; 
but of this the troops had been previously 
informed, The Gtiards arrived at Batalha 
about fi\re o'clock, and nearly the whole wefe 
quartercd in the ancient Convent of St. Do- 
minick, At six, an cxcellent dinner was 
scvved up to the officers in thé refectory: the 
Prior himself, with scveral of the monks, at- 
tended during the repast. After dinner, they 
vrerc condueted to sec thc body of John the 
Second, which \ras still in tolerable preserva- 
tion, although the monarch-had been dead 
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upwards of three hundrcd 3'cars. The archi- 
tecture of the Convcnt cxcited universal ad- 
miratíon: a beantiful corridor rim round each 
story ; and it is perhaps thcmost inagnificcnt 
specimch of the Arabesque rcmaining in 
Enropô, with the cxccption of the palaee of 
thcAlhambra at Grenada. 

Next morning, at an earty hour, the offi- 
cers took leáve of the hospitable brethrcn of 
St. Dòminick; and after amarch of two^hort 

m 

leagues, the brigado arrived at Leyria about 
eioht o'clock. o 

Th is city, scafcd ih a fertile valley, watercd 
hy the small rivcr Leves, is the sec of a bishop. 
Its first appearanee is .parti cularty imprcssivc. 
On ahi&h isolatcd rock stands the ruins of an 
olcl castle, prondly overlooking the city, and. 
forming a remarkable contrast with the bi- 
shop's palaee, a handsoine modem building 
irnmediately bclow. Nearlyadjoining is the 
cathedral, which lias nothina: strikino- in its 
exterior appearanee, bnt is rich.ly decorated 
Tvithin. In the palaee are a few pictures, but 
none of ixny merit. The principal suite of 
apartments openecl to a terrace, eommaiiding 
rjclí and. beautiful views of this pietúresque 
countrv. 



Considerablc anxiety is now fclt rcspccting ' 
the future operations, and a varicty ofopiíiions 
and reports are incirculation. By some, it 
is supposed, that thearmy will remam quictly 
i» Lcyria, covering the capital; vhile others 
conjecture, that it is intended to advance iu 
the coursc of a fcw days to attack Marshai 
Soult in Oporto; although, the situation of 
Victor's arniy, on the right flank, but on the 
oppositc side of the Tagus, seems to present 
an obstacle to a further advance in that di- 
rection. 

Yesterday, Sir John Craddock set off for 
Lisbon on his way to Gibraltar, of \yhich 
fortress hc has been appointed Lieutenant- 
Governor. His Excellcncy, in general or- 
ders, expressed his entirc appròbation of the 
conduet of the troops in the trying situation 
iu which they wcre placed; and his deep rc-; 
o-ret, at being removed from the command 
of this gallant arniy at a crieis of such im- 
portance, vrhich it was not in the pwer of 
anv consideration to alleviate. 
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LETTER VI. 

The Army assembles at Coimbra.—Dcscriptioti of that 
City.—Camoens.—Mouastery of Santa Cruz and Nun- 
nery of St. Clare.—Sir Arthur Wellesley takes the Com- 
mand of the Army. 

Coimbra, May S, 1809. 

■ THE wholc of the army, with the exception 
òf Major-General Mackenzie\s brigade, which 
had bcen dctacbed to the right, tvas assem- 
bled in Coimbra about the beginning of May. 

Soon after morning parade 011 the 29th of 
April, a sudden ovder was issued for the army 
toadvance; and, by noon, the Guards, wètíi 
General Richard Stewart's brigade, moved 
off on the road to Oporto in a heavy fal] of 
rain. After a mareh of four leagues, about 
seven- in the evenina; the columii haJted in the 
town of Pombal, which possessed nothing 
rema-rkable but a fine bld castle in a com- 
mandi ng situation. Ncxt day, the troops 
reached Condeixa about two o'cloek; distance 
íive leagues. 

At day-brcak, on tlie lst of May, the di- 
vision resumedits mareh; ànd soon after-mid- 
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day, arrived at Coimbra. From tlic summit 
of a hiJ], on gaining which, the first vicw is 
caught of tlie city, the road led by a winding 
direction for abovc a iiiílc tlirough a wood of 
olives to the bridoc ovcr tlie Mondego; on o -o 

• the northern btink of whieh Coimbra is situ- 
ated.-—The appearance of the British troops 
>vas hailed by the inhabitants witli thc.most 
lively demonstrations of joy. 

This is the seat of learnino;; for Coimbra 
contains the only imiversity in Portugal. 
Iicrc Camocns, the pride and boast of his 
countiy, received his educa tion; and on the 
banks of the Mondego, hc first wooed thç 
Muse, and composed several of his most ad- 
mircd sonnets.. The vale, through Avhieh this 
river glides, is of great extent and beauty, 
and might well be supposed to have excited 
the most sublime ideas in the bosom of the au- 
thor of the Lusiad. Ofhis attachment to Co- 
imbra, Camoens gives numerous proofs in his 
Avritings. W ith peculiar delight, the poet fre- 
quently recurs to adescription of the roman- 
tic scenery amidst which in early youth he 
"sought reercation from his literary pursuits. 

/ 

ri-\ The several classes are held in the collegc 
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ofSt. Pauis, wliicli had bcen tbc Royal rcsi- 
dencc beforc tlic scat of govcrnment was re~ 
moved to Xisbon. The mimbcr of studcnts is 
usually about a thousand ; but thc wholc are 
at present dispersed, in consequence of thc 
criticai situation of thc countvv. A fcw rc- 
maincd in Coimbra : and about threclumdrçd 
are formed into an anncd assoeiation, called 
the Acadcniic corps, commanded by Licut.- 
Coloncl Trant. 

The librarv of this Collcap is verv extensive, 
and fitted-up in an elegant stvle.—Froni tlie 
top of a líigh towcr, to Avhiclf the ascent is 
bv a narrow windino- stairease, a fine view is 
obtaincd of thc surroundhw countrv, and the 

9 t 

courso of the Mondego, until it falis into thc 
vast Atlantic. 

Vcsterday, about t\ro (Vclock, thc arrival 
of Sir Artlmr Wellcslcy was annomiced b}r 

lhe firmo- of rockets : and thc bel Is of the dif- 
jerent churches inmicdiatcly commenced a 
peai of joy. Surrounded by a numerous staff, 
the commander of tlie forces rode to his quar- 
tersainidst the acclamations of the pcople, who 
testificd thc highest delight on bcholding the 
hero of Vimeira. At niglit, thc city was brilli- 
antly illuminatcd in honour of His Exccllency. 
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The monas.tcrv of Santa Cruz, wlicrc Ilcad 
Quarters were established, is inhabitecl by 
monks of the ricli order of St Auçustine. As 
a particular favouiv tlic British officers were 
allowed to sec the sancfoiaíy, into which few 
strahçers are over admitted. Hcre, the intel- 
ligent Fronch Abbe St. Croix, wl» ha d emi- 
grated from his nativo country at an early 
period of the revolutioií, had takcn refuge.  : 

On tlic south bank of the Mondego, and 
jnnnediateW opposite to the eity,--stands the 
magnificent eonvent of St Gare. The nuns, 
Avho arcof the first families m Portugal, were 
mu eh pleascd with the visits of the British 
oíiicèrs at the grate, and' sought to amuse 
them by the spontaneous exertion of their 
talents in sinoing; and music. Severa! of them 
were handsome, and would bc thought so 
even in England. The peculiarity of their 
dress was ccrtainl y unfavourable to the display 
of their personal eharms, and formed are- 
markablc contrast with the nanetê of their > 
manners. 

* 
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LETTER VII. 

Poshion of lhe Frendi.—Marshal Bcrcsford proceeds to 
YrMn wMi Major-General Tilsoi^s Brigade.—StafF of 
thc Army and Line of Batllc, 

Coimbra,  M*f 7,  1809. 

THE position of the cncmy, against whom 
it was generally supposed the British were 
destined to act in the first instance, was im- 
derstood to bc aáTolkrvvs: Marshal Soult with 
the main-body of his afmy, iS in Qporto; and 
his advanced guard, composed of cavalry, 
'tmdcr the com ma n d of General FranceschLon 
thc north side of the Vouga. The total num- 
ber of thc French is stated at 24,000; but this 
force is very much scattered at present, as 
they oceupy Viana on thc Lima rffeflr, and 
Valencc and Tuy on the Minho. The latter 
is an important post, being the ferry wliich 
commnnicates xvith Gallicia; and they have 
moved ali the boats oíi the Minho, as wcll as 
those which bclong to Viana, to tliis poinf. 

Victor's army is iíi the neighbourhood of 
Badajos, but not advancing. Major General 
Mackenzie's brigade is stationed at Abrantes; 
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thc Lusitanian lcgion uiíclcv Colono! Mayne 
as a corps of observation at Alcântara; and 
the principal part of tlic Portugucsc army lias 
been collected in thc vallcv of the Tiiert. 
TKcrc are gun boats inoored in the ri ver as 
high up as Azambujo, manned by thorough 
bred seamen, volunteers from tlíe transpprts ; 
and this little naval force has some long guns 
on the sborc attached to it. The eng-ineers 
have ascertaincd that Lisboa can be bom- 
barded from the opposite heiglits, for Avhieh 
purpose the eneiny may probably move a 
corps through the Alemtejo on the península 
betwixt the Tagus and St Ubes. 

Colonel Trant witk about two thousand 
Portuguese is in front on the banks of the 
Vouga, keeping á vigilant watch on the move- 
ments of the Frendi, and SirRobcrt Wilson 
is also on the river, commanding the advan- 
ced corps of Brigadier General Bareellar's 
division of the Portuguese arni)r which is sta- 
tioned at Vizeu. 

Several battalions of Portuguese infantry 
arealready united with the British brigades. 
Marsh ai Bcrcsford, Avho carne to Coimbra ou 
thc arrival of Sir Arthur Wellesley, moved 
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forward 011 thcmorning of the 5* instant,\vith 
Major General Tilson, and the division of 

. troops on the íoacl to Lamego. Ycstcrday Sir 
Artliiir Welteslcy reviewed Lis army on the 
extensivo piain bclow the city\ 

t 

} 
\ 

\ 

Tlje follõwing is a hst of the staff of this 
anny, and tlie order of the line of batílc as 
ffiven out in general orders : 

Licut Gen. the Rt. IL Sir A. Weflcslcv, K.B. 
Commander of the Forces: 

Licut. Col. Bathurst, Military Secrctaiy. 
CaptainsTlielion.Fitzroy Stanhopcí; Lord 

Fiteroy Sojnersct; George Bouvcrie; and 
C. F. Canning, -Aides de Canip. 

Major Generais Shcrbrooke;   Payne; 
Lord Williain Bcntinck ; and the Honorablc 
E. Paiçet, with the local rank of Lieutenant 
Generais durmo- the continuance of this 
service. 

JVIajor Generais—Cotton ; liill; Murray; 
Erskine; Mackcnzie, and Tilson. 

Brigadier Generais—A. Campbell; H. F. 
Campbell; R. Slcwart; Cameron; Fane; 
Drieberg; and Langworth. 

*-. 
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Coloncl Doiikin, Coloncl on thc Staff. 

Adjutant Generais' Department. 
Brisadier General thc Iíoiu C. Stewart; Ad- 
íutant General, Lieut. Coloncls Darrock, 36 
regiment;   Lord Ayhner,  Coldstrcam ; Ed- 
wards, Ileimber, 68th regiment; Ellcy, llorsc 
Guards; Majors Tidy,  14th regiment;•'AVil- 
• » 

liamson, 30th; Berkelcy, and C. Campbell. 

Assistant Adjutant Generais. 
CaptainsCotton'; lilliot; Dashwood; Graham; 

.Cockburn; Mellish; and During, 
.   Dcputy Assistant  Adjutant Generais. 

Quartcr-Master Generais' Department. 
Col. Murray, 3d Guards, Quart. Mast. Gen. 
Lieut Col.Delancey,Dep* Quart. Mast, Gcn. 

Captains Merccr; Suttoii ; Langton ; Kelly; 
IJcverfield; Seovil; AValler; and Bertrford; 

Deputy Assistant Quartcr-Master Generais. 

Lieutenant Coloncls Bathurst; Bourke; 
Majors Blacprierc andNorthcy, 

Assistant Quarter-Mastcr Generais. 
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The *xmy is brigaded, and %'ill stand in 
Jine as foi lo ws : viz. 

CAVALRY.. 

Lieut Gen. Payne and Major-Gcn. Cotton. 

14th Light Dràgoons Colonel Hawker. 
20th       ditto    ' Major Blake. 
3d K/s Ger. Lt. Hussars Lt.Col. Àrentschild, 
lôth Lioht Draooons Colonel Anson. 

GUARDS. 

Brigadier General IL F. Campbell. 

lst Battalion Coldstreain Lieut. Col. Hulse. 
Ist Battal. 3d Regimen t     Hon.Col.Stopford. 
lst Company 60th Çaptain Haines. 

INFANTRY. 

lst Brigade, Majór-Gcncral Hill. 

3d or BuíFs Lieut. Col. Mu ter. 
66th Rcg. 2d Bat. Major Murray. 
48th ditto Lieut. Col. Duckworth 
60th lst Company 

3d Brigade, Major-General Tilson. 

60th 5 conipanies    Major "Woodgate. 

mM m^m 
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88th Ist Battalion4    Major Vaiidelcur. 
lst Battalion Portugucse Grenatíièrs. 
87th 2d Battalioiv     Major Gongh. 

5tíV Brigade, Brigadier-GcneraT Á. Campbell. 

"7tf &Í Báítalibn    Lieut. Col1. Sir AV. Myers. 
53d ditto Lieut. Col. Biriglíam. 
l6th Portuguese, lst Bat.    Lieut. Col.Oliver. 
60th 1 Company. 

7th Brigadè, Brigadier-General Cameron. 
9th Regimcnt    Lieutenant-Colonel Molle. 

* *      *,   • ■ - 

lOth Portuguese, 2d Battalion. 
83d Regiment,- ditto    Lieut. Col. Gordon. 
60 th 1 Company. 

6th Brigade, Brigadier-General R. Stewart. 
*Detachments lstBatal. Lieut. Col. Bunbury. 
l6th Portuguese Regiment    Lieut. Col. Doyle. 
29th Regiment   Lieut. Col. White. 

4th Brigade, Brigadier-General Sontag. 
*Detachments 2d BattaL    Lieut. Col. Copson. 
l6th Portuguese. 

* The Battalions of Dctachments were formed of those 
soldicrs of Sir John Moore7s army who were left sick iu Lis- 
bon, or fcll out from sickness in the march through Portugal 
to Salamanca, and the sick and stragglers duríng the retreat 
to Conmna. 

D 
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97th Regimcnt   Licut. Col." Lyon. 
60th 1 Company. 

2d Brigado, Major-Gcneral Maekenzie, 
27th Regimcnt, 3d Bat    Licut. CoL Maclean 
45th     ditto     lst . Lieut Col, Guard. 
31st'   ditto      2d   "        Major Watson. 

KING'S GERMAN LEGION. 
. Major-General Murray, 

m + 

WITII 

Brigadicr-Generals Dricberg and Langworth 

.   ROYAL ARTILLERY, 
Bri gadier-G èneral Iíowarth. 

X-ie\it. Côlonels Framlingham and Robe, 
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LETTER VIII. ■ 

First Movemcnts of tlie British.—Arrival of* the Gttards at 
Villa Nova da Porto.—Passage of the Douro.—Oporto 
taken, and Rqtreat of the Frendi Anny. 

Oporto, MríyiS, 1311. 

AFTER a series of operations, condueted 
with the utmost rapidity and attended vritli 
the liappiest suceess, terminated by an at- 
chievement second to none recorded iri the 
page. of history, either for boldness of con- 
ception or the promptitude with which it was 
carried into execution,—Sir Arthur Welleslev. 
on the 12th of Ma\% obtained possession of 
this important cit\r. 

The followino- is a detail of the movements 
of the British from the hour of their leaving 
Coimbra, until tlie auspicious momciit, when 
Lieutcnant-General Paget, with a handful of 
men, raade good tlie passage of the Douro 
in the face of a formidablc enemv. • *J 

On the mçrnhig of the 8th instant, Lieute- 
jiant-General Payne, with the brigades of ca- 
valry and infantry, under the commarid* of 

c .2 
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Major-Gencrals Cotton and Hill, marched 
froni Coimbra, the latter by way of Aviero, 
at which place the infantry was to embark for 
Ovar, and tura the enemy's. right b}r the road 
on the sea-coast.. 

The first and immediate object of-tlic com- 
ina ndcr in chief, was to dispossess the enemy 
of O porto ; and whilc the principal force 
was cmploycd in the attack upon the main 
body of the Frcnch in that cit}% Marshal 
Beresford was direeted to proceed with Ris 
divisioirby Lamego on the Upper Douro, and 
cross the ri ver at that point, fór the purpose 
of diverting the enemy^s attention. 

On thefollowingday, the brigade ofGuards, 
■#ith those of Brigadier-Gcnerals Sontag, A. 
Campbell, and Caineron, advanced froni Co- 
imbra, with the whole of the artíllcry and 
stores attached to th cm* Brigadier-General' 
Camcron took the road of Aviero; theGuards 
halted about three o'clock at Familicoa, and 
the other two brigades oceupied Malheada 
and adiacent villages in the rear. 

May the lOth.—The march of the troops 
was resumed at day-light; and, at two o'cloek, 
fhchead of the cojumn arrived upon thebridge 
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ovcr thc Vouga. m Generais Payiic and Cotton 
wifcfc thc cavalry, and Golonel Trant witli thê 
Portugtiese under liis cominand, had passcd 
the rivcr late on the preccdihg evening, and 
carly this morning drove in the advanced 
posts of the enemy; who, aftcr ihaking à short 
resistancc, retreated on the road to O porto 
pursued by thc British. The Hoiiourable 
Major Lincoln Stanhope was wounded in the 
arm by a sabre in charging the cnfcmy witk a 
squadron of his regimen t, the l6th Light 
Dragoons. At six o'clock, the Guards halted 
in tlie miserable villâge of Albegaria Nova, 
wherethe French had convcrted thedwellings 
of the inhabitants into"stables. 

May the 11 th.—Much depending on the 
rapidity of inovement, tlie Guards were again 
under arms at an carly hour; and having 
halted to refresh themselves from ten o^clock 
until noon in the sniall town of Penhieros, 
about fivc in tlie evening they arrived at St. 
Antónia de Arifana, the head qtiartcrs of thê 
reserve for the night,—twcnty-four miles from 
Oporto. The pursuit of the enemy had becn 
continucd by General Payne to a positiort, thc 
licights çf Grigon, about three Icagues fronl 
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tliat cStv, whence a reinforcement was sent 
by Marshal Soult, making their numbcrs 
amount to nearly five thousand mcii. Upon 
lliis body a spiritcd attack was made by Bri- 
gadier-Gencral 11. Stcwart, and Major-Gene- 
ral Murray, by a wcll conductcd movement 
with a briga cl eof thc King's German Legion, 
turned thcleftflank of the encm}r; who, in re- 
treating, was chargcd by two squadrons of the 
l6th and 20th Dragoons undcr Major Blake, 
led 011 by Brigadicr-Gcncral ithe Honourable 
C. Stewart, assistcd by Licutenant-Colonel 
Delancey, Captain Mellish, and Captain 
Dashwood. The advancc of thc British took 
up a position on the hill beyond Carvalhos, 
within two short Icagues of Oporto. 

The brigade of Generais A. Campbell.and 
Sóntag, which haltcd ycsterday in Albeguria 
Velha, were this evening quartcrcd in Pen- 
heiros. 

Tlie faintest tints of dawn appeared in 
the horizon as the Guards quitted their can- 
tonments yesterday to advarice. The intelli- 
gcnce of thc prcccding evening had led tlie 
troops to expect an immcdiate mecting with 
thc encniy; bnt it was now learnt thathc had 
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retircd tritli considcrablc precipitaiion durihg 
thcniçht, and dcstroycd the bridge of boats 
àcross the Douro. The troops continúed to 
advance, and entered Villa Nova da Porto 
about two o*clock, wlicn they had the satisfac- 
faction of finding that a part of the army had 
already crossed the river in boats, assisted by 
the PortuOTCse, nobvitlistandino* the vimlancc 
of the Frendi sentries, and -vvere at tliat mo~ 
ment engaged wilh tlie enemy. 

From the Sierra Convcnt, si tua teci on the 
south bank of the Douro, the Commander of 
the forces had observed tlie French retiringto 
a height iniinediatfcly above thecity, and, with 
the intention of cutting o ff their rear-guard, 
lie pushed three eompanies of the Buffs aeross 
tlie river, under Licutenant-General Pagct, 
wlio Avas directed, in the event of being 
pressed,to tlirow himself iuto a convcnt, Avhieh 
thecnemy could not approacli vrithout being 
exposed to a destruetive íire from sonicguns 
advantageously placcd in tlie gardens of the 
convent. The rcsult happencd as Sir Arthur 
Wcllcsle}' had foresecn. The enemy's co- 
lunins, on -observing the movements of. the 
British, descended from the heiçht to rC-enter 

^ 
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.Oporto; but by this time Major-General 
Hill had crossed the Douro with bis brigado, 
>yhich he >vas enabled to eíFect *yith great ce- 
lerity by the unremitting and ypluntary ex- 
çrtions of the Portuejuesc in nayigating the 
boats. Nparly at the same moment a squa? 
dronof the 14th Lidit Drasoons, under Mar 
jor Hervey, and two pieces of artillery, were 
got over, and Major-General Murray, who 
had passed the river, a fcw miles above, with 
a battalion of the King'ç Gcrraan Lcgion, 
appeared on the left flank of the enemy, who 
found himself compelled to retire, but took 
up a more advantageous position, where he 
scemed determined to niake a stand, The 
Guards now received orders to advance, and 
were embarked as they rçached tlie Douro, 
under the superintendance of Colonel Don- 
kin, with the most pcrféct rjegularity. Àl- 
though harrassed by a fatiguing march of 
upwards pf eighty miles in four days, over a 
most difficult countiy, yet no sooncr were 
they formed on the opposite shore, than the 
whole began to run up tlie steep streets of 
Oporto, and continued their exertions until 
the   head   of the column, was  ordered to 
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halt.    In  passing  along,   the  brigade   was 
cheercd with repeated shouts of Viva Ingkzcs, 
by the inhabitants, who hailed the British as 
their  dcliverers.    The smilcs of the young 
ladies at the balconics, their white handker- 
çlriefs waving as the troops approached, and 
the prayers of the aged, accoinpanied with 
tears, for their suçcess, formed a inost inter- 
esting sccne.    The way was   somewhat ob- 
structççl by the artillery and waggons of ara- 
munition  which the enemy had abandoned 
in his retreat.    Amid these lay the bodies of 
the dead and wounded  Frenchmen, already 
stripped by the Portuguesc, and exhibiting a 
most painfiil sight. 

The brigade had only halted a few minutes, 
when a considerable number of prisoners, 
chicfly wounded, wore brought in, and the 
enemy, who at first made a shew of main- 
taining his position, fmding himself pressed 
on both flanks, retired in great confusion, 
after a spirited charge of the 14th Dragoons 
by Major Hervejs towards the hill of Valongo, 
about a leaoue in front. There the com- 
wiander of the forces determined on leaving 
him for the nigjht,  satisfied with the advan- 

. 
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tagcs lie had already obtained. The Frendi 
must havcsuffcred considerably in tlie action, 
but on the sidc of the British the loss was tri- 
fling, compared with the importance of the 
victory tliey had gaincd, which in less than 
three hours had given thcm possession of 
Oporto, the sccond city in the kingdom. 

After remaining a sliort time on tlie ground, 
the British marched into quarters, and weie 
roceived by the inhabitiints ih tlie most hos- 
pi rabie lhanncr. 

Marshal Soult was completely surprised in 
Oporto, and eonscqucntly iiad   madc no ar- 
rangements for tlie remòval of his sick, of. ' 
Avlioin above a thonsand • were found in the 
hospitais.    It certainly waí in his contempla- . 
tion to evacuatc Portujnil, his armv havino- 
bcen considerably dirrtimshed by sickness ; 
but tliis lie mcant to put m exccution at his 
Icisurc; concciving himself perfectly secureby- 
the destruetion of the bridirc; and  Loison 
had becn detached towards Amarante to op- 
posethe progress of Marshal Bcrcsford in that 
direction.    Nothing could execed  the asto- 
nislnnent and distress of the Frendi Chief, on 
being assurcd that the British werc actuallv 

X 
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crossing thc Douro, and tliis bold moveroent 
was equally unexpected on thepart of the 
Portuffuese. 

The conduct of Marshal Soult nrast be 
considered as thc best eulogium on the me- 
rits of this enterprise, as hc is universally 
acknowledçed to be one of the best officers iií 
Bonaparte^ servi ce, and as such, is said to 
cnjoy a considerable portion of his master's 
ostecm. 

i 
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LETTER IX. 

Pursuit of thc Enemy to the Borders of Galicia.—Affair of 
Saiam onde.—Conduct of the Pcasantry. 

Travessa, on the Northern Tronticr of Portugal, 
May 19, 1S09- 

TIIE cxertions of thc army for severa] days 
succeecling the capture.of Oporto, werc unre- 
mittiiig, anel of the most fatiguing descrip- 
tk)H. 

The bridge o ver the Davé having been re- 
paircd, on the 14th instant the l6th Light 
Dragoons, the brigade of Guards, and Briga- 
dicr-General Cameron's, advanced to Villa 
Nova de Familicoa, on the road to Braga, 
with the intention of cuttins: oíF Marshal 
Soult's rctreat by that direction into Spain. 
On the march it was imdcrstood tliat the 
commander of the forces had received m- 
formation from Marshal Beresford, of his 
having defeated General Loison, ncar the 
bridge of Amarante, and that he was pursu- 
ing the fugitives towards Chaves, 

Next day the column reached Braga abont 

-~^_ 
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noon.  Marshal Soult liacl taken up a position 
at tlic clistancc of a league and a half, and was 
supposcd to meditatc an attenipt at pushing 
through thc city in the night, with a vie\r of 
gettingintotheroad toTuy and Valcnce: About 
two in the morning, the French drore in tlie 
out piquets;   but this was merel}r a fcint, as 
hrimediately afterwards thcy continued their 
route towards the frontiers.    À-t four the co- 
himn marched; and although the rain on this 
and the two preceding days was nearly inces- 
sant,. yet the spriits of the troops were kept 
up by tlie liope of overtaking tlie fl3Íng foo. 
This hope was partly verified; for aboutsix in 
tlie evcning the enemy was discovered by the 
advancc, posted in the village and adjacent 
heights  of  Salamondó.    Lieutenant-Golonel 
Fuller of thc Coldstream Guards, commenced 
thc attack  with the  Light Infantry of the 
brigadc, which would havc bccn fbllòwed up 
by thc whole division; but on the approach 
of night the French fléd,. after sustaining a 
trifling loss.    As it. continued to rain during 
thc night, and no cover could be  obtained, 
the troops wcre in a mostunconifortable situ- 
ation, only to bc cqualled by that of thc de- 
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fcated enemy. Néxtmorning (the 17tli) se- 
vcral prisoners were taken in thc woods, and 
a considcrable qnantity of baggage was 
found. It was now discovcrcd that the 
Frenchhad becn-ciiablcd to retire by theleft, 
over.a small bridge, which only admitted thc 
passage of one at a time. The armcd pea- 
santry had been direcled to oppose the ene- 
my at this point, .but, unfortunately, some 
Swiss troops, cloathcd in ised, under the com- 
mand of General Rcynaud, being mistaken 
for British, were permitted to cross, and by thc 
dispersion of the Portugucse, the remains of 
the rear-guard were enabled to effect their 
escape, biit many fell ovcr the precipices in. 
the darkness of the night, and were drowned 
in the ri ver Cavedo, which was considerably 
swelled by the Iate rains. 

About noon the column moved forward. 
and at dusk haltcd in the villase of Ruvaens. 
without seeing aivy thing of the enemy. This 
place aftbrded very indifíerent accommoda- 
tion, and tliere wasno possi.bility of bringing 
forward wine for the troops, the advance 
being much too rapid, and the roads so bad 

mm 
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as to precludc tlic carriagc ovcr .tliis moun- 
tninous dístriet. 

On the 18th tlic army marchcd at day- 
break, and in the coíirsc of a few liours tlic 
Britisli found thcmselvcs açain in tlic track of 
tlic cnemy, wlio liad burnt scvcral villages in 
liis retreat. A numbcr of mcn and horscs lay 
dcad in thc roads, as the French dcsíro)rcd 
ali the animais wiio, froin weakness, wcrc wi*- 
ablc toprocccd, to prcvcntthcm from falling 
into thc hands of the British. At thrce in 
thc aftcrnoon thc column, consistiu©' of a bri- 
gadcof Artillcry, thc l6th Liglit Dragoons, 
thc Guards, a bri gadcof the Kina^s Gcrman 
Lcgion, and Brigadier-Gcneral Cameron's? 

Avas haltcd for about au liour within two 
Icagucs of Montalegre, thc fronticr town of 
Portugal. Thc scvcral corps wcre thcn can- 
toncd in the adjoinins* villages, which tlicv 
found dcscrtcd by the inhabitants. Stroug 
partics of French cavahy had visitcd thein in 
the morning, and carried ofFall thc bread and 
wiiic tliey could find. 

This morning the British remained in 
their quarters, it being ascertained that M. 
Soult had entercd Gallicia with thc rcmains 
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of his army. Major-Geíièral J. Murray, iúih 
his Aid-de-Camp, witnesscd the retreat of thó 
enemy from Monfalegre; his coMmns 
marched sto#ly, and appeared to be iir great 
distress. 

It must ever' be règfctt!ed:, fliat tlic Britisíi 
werc not enabled to ádvarifce^ immediiatély 
after tlie atítion on the 12th- àtOporto ; when 
the enemy, dispirited by llis defeat, aríd as- 
tonished at the bóldneás of Sir Arthur Wel- 
lesley's measures, might have beeii1 álarmed 
irito an unconditional1 surtrèiíder. But it was 
found impossible to move the army fonvard 
without supplics of every descriptiòn, the ra- 
pidity of the advance fròin Coimbra- havihg 
outsfcripped the most active cxertions of the 
Commissàriat, and the comitiy througli wlilch 
the troops were destincd to pursue the Frcnch, 
not aíFordiíiçtlie means of subsistence. O-winij 
to these circumstances, and the want of pre- 
cision in the execntioiv of some important 
orders issued bythe commander of the forces, 
Marshal Soult, although surrounded with dif- 
ficulties of no ordinarynature, liad-the good 
fortunc to accomplish his escape; but his di- 
vision may be considered ás completely hors 

******** 
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de conlcm for the present, and he lias lost the 
whol cf his artillery anel baggage. 

. In reviewing the events òf this short, but 
most active'campaign, it.is impossibíè not 
to feel considerablc mortificàtion, that the 
vigorous and well concerted measures, which 
were adopted for the total annihilation of 
the enemy, did not experience a more pros- 
j>erous resulfc. 
1 The behaviour of the Portuguese, wíio ac- 
companied the British in the pursuit of the 
enemy, was the natural consequence of the 
vengeance and deadly hatred, excited in 
their bosoras by the barbarons excesses 
which theFrench had committed ; armed with 
any sort of weapons they could pick up, the 
peas^ntry hung upon the rear and .flanks 
of the retreating enemy, and put to death 
every straggler from the raain body, who was 
not sô fortunate as to be saved by the ad- 
vanced gnard. The Frendi have eventually 
suffered for the crnelty of their conduet;. 
eyery infonnation respecting the movements 
of the British troops having been caré- 
fully withheld from their knowledge, by 
the exasperated Portuguese. ...       > .   . 

, 
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' LETTER Xv 
■ . 

Rcturn to Oporto.—City of Braga.—Cructty of lhe Frendi, oir 
thcir entrance into Oporto.—Traits of national character. 

Oporio, 27tfciT%,  1809. 

The British commenced their descent 
from the mountains, on the 20th of May, 
and in the afternoon of the 24th, re-entered 
Oportõ. The weather as they returned ta 
the sou th 3 became daily more mild and fa- 
vorable ; and inthe prospect of getting into 
comfortable quarters, the troops seemed to 
forget their recent hardships and privations. 

The Alpine scenery of the inhospitable 
re°"io.n bordering upon Gallicia and the 
Tralos Montes, bore a strong resemblance, 
inmany places, to the Highlands ofScotland, 
but on approaching the environs of Braga, 
the face of the.country assumed a very dif- 
ferent appearance* At the distance of 8 or 
9 miles from the city, on the high isolated 
rock • of Falperra, is seatcd a small towcr, 
and chape], dedicated to our Lady of tlie 
Pillar. This was the position of the French 
on the nisrbt of the  15th instant,  and the 
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Marghal Duke of Dálmatia, was glâd to ãc'- 
Gept the sbeltcr of a miserable hovêl, -whiclí 
stood by the road side; The towers of a con- 
yent rising out of the wood 011 the brow of 
a fine commanding eminence, claimed atten- 
tion from its beautiful situation. Éra^a is 
tvatered by two small streams, the Cavedo 
and the Deste. 
• The couiitry in the vicinity is richly 
tvooded, and the well cultivated fields alreadv 
give promise.of an abundant harvest. This 
city is the see of an archbishop, who dis- 
putes the primacy with Toledo. The cathe- 
dral is a handsome strueture of the Corin- 
thiaiij having been rebuilt ih that order of 

* 

architecture about a century before. The 
original was gothic, of rrhich ohlyone chancel 
remains. On the first entrance of the French 
into the north of Portugal, the archbishop 
directed the sacred symbols of their relicion, 
to be buricd under çroiínd. 
. The expulsion of the Frendi, from the 

handsome city of Oporto, was the signal for 
thè revi vai of com mercê, and the lively 
bustle of tlie pow thronged streets, formed 
au agreeable  contrast. AVith its   appearance5 
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about á fortnight ago. The cruefty of tfid 
French is spoken of with the utmost detesta-*' 
tion. On their first arrival, the unarmed in«* 
habrtants who happened to be in the streets; 
were bayoneted without distinction of age or 
sex. Loison isuniversally execrated by the 
Portu<mese, as the author of this inhumait 
massacre* 

The foreign merchants residing in this 
ci ty, are particularly hospitable and attentive 
to strangers, T/ho would otherwisebe much at 
a loss"; as the higher ranks- in Portugal are 
little inclined to associate even with each 
other. This may, in some degree/ be ac- 
counted for by the extreme iridolence, whicli 
forms aprominent feature in the characterof 
this nation, and is repugnánt to the laws of 
polished society. 
• The Portuguêse are more superâtitious than 
the inhabitants of any other Catholic coun- 
try-, and are remarkably fond of ali religious 
processions and ceremonies." Fcw houses are 
■without'a private chapei, m which mass is 
celebrated' at least once a day ; hence the in- 
crediblc number of the clergy. Every family 

.lias a confessor,  who not only takes carc of 
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their spiritual concerns, bnft tlic flòmestte 
arrangements íilso are often Kinder his con- 
tronl. 

No people inthe world are more docil'e 
and' submissive to the order of thèir ma»is- - 
trates and superiora ; and this rcady' obe'- 
•dience was found of the greatest consequence:, 
as facilitating in many instances;" the ope- 
rations of the campaign. 

They are remarkably sober, and seldpm 
indulge in any excess. The meu wrapped 
up in íong cloaks at ali scasons, amuse them- 
selves for hours in lookmg out of the win- 
dows, while the woraen are actively era- 
ployed in attending to their household con- 
cerns. 

,     In their demeanour towards strangerê and, • 
each other,   they are  extremei'}' courteous, 
and it is no uncommon thing to see peasants 
conversing with   their lieads nncovercd,  in 
token of natural respect. 

The Portuguesa have ahvays becn consi- 
dered the most joalous natioii in the world, 
and not without reason; for they keep their 
wives in the greatest restraint, whieh treat- 
nient is surc to produecaversion and disgust. 
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In general, thewomen of this country haye 
adecent, and most respectable carriage, and 

* • • • 

there is nothing in their exterior appearance 
to proclaim the ieast impropriety of conductj 
yet it is well known, they riiake amends for 
the tyranny of their husbands, hy occasion- 
ally listening, without scruplc, to the yows 

♦of a lover. 
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LETTER XI. 

March of the British lo lhe South of Portugal.—Monastcry of 
Grijon, Pinhicro, Albegaria Velha, and Adega.—Halt at 
Coimbra. 

Coimbra, 4lk Jinir, 1809. 

On the 28th of May, soon after dayr 

J>reak3 the guards marched from Oporto, 
and before 110011, the 3d regiment halted at 
the monastery of Grijon, in a beautiful and 
finely wooded situation, about four miles 
from the sea, to which there 'is a gentle 
descént. The monks Tvere regular canons 
of the rich order of St. Augustine. At their 
desire, the provisions were given to the cooks 
of the cònvent, and about 4 o'clock, the 
officers sat down to dinner in the Refector3r. 
The repast was but indifferent, nothing being 
xidded by the good fathers, wh o, in excuse, 
pleaded poverty, and alledged the Frendi 
had stript tliem of every thing.—Next day, 
the brigade halted at Pinhieros, 4 leagues— 
30th, at Albegaria Velha, 3 leagues—31st, 
reached Adega, a small town on the banks 
of a beautiful stream.    The Coldstream was 
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quartered in the acljacent village of Sardao.— 
On the following da}', halled. June the 
2d, the guards marched to Malheada, -2 
Jeagues and. ahalf dis.tant from Coimbra.., 
where they arrived about.10 o'clock yester- 
day. The men occupy convenís, the oiQficers 
are quartered upon the inhabitants, who 
received them with kiridness and hospitality. 

The amiable sisterhood of St. Clave, par- 
took in the general satisfaction, at the intel- 
ligence of Sir Arthur Wellesley's successful 
opcrations against the enemy in the north 
of Portugal, as they lmd felt considerable 
alara on the íirst arrival of the French,- for 
the safe ty of their peaceful and splendid 
establishment.     * » 

In a day or two, the British continue their 
march to the South, Abrantes havina been 
iixed upon as the Iiead quarters.of the army. 

t 
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LETTER XII. 

TJirougli .Condiexa  and- Pombal   to   Leyría,   Ourem.^City  of 
Tiiomar.—Arrirc at Punhclc—Rcflectious ou tlie Campaign. 

Punhete on the Tagus, IQth Jtoic, 1809. 

• OíS- the morning of the 6lh instant, the 
guards and General Cameron's bri^ade, 
marched from Coimbra, and passing throu^h 
Condiexa and Pombal as on the former roule, 
the guards reached Leyria on the 3d day. 
Brigadiei-General Cameron marched by a 
road to the left of these towns. 

On the 9th to Ourem, 4 leagues of a very 
indifterenc cross road. The column Avas de-' 
tained considerably by the brigade of artil- 
lery : teu horses with difiSculty dragged each 
of the gnnsup the steep bank of the Leyes. 
The little town of Ourem is beautifully 
situated on the side of a kill, whose snmmit 
was crowned by the ruins of an aneient 
Moorish castle. ' 

Junc the lOth, to Thomàr, 3 leagues; the 
road as yesterday. This city was for some 
time, the head quarters of the Portu<*uese 
army,  under Marshal Beresford.    The bri- 

***mâ 
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sade "\vas quartered in a fine old convent, 
which is supplied with water by a snperb 
aquaduct, conslructed for the purpose by 
Philip the 3d. The church, which is ap- 
proached by a noble flight of steps, is a puré 
and • costly remain of the Arabesque. It 
coutai ns some beautiful paintings ; particu- 
lar! y a Magdalèn in one of the pannels: the 
wood work of the choir, is carved in a rich 
and inimitable style. 

On the 11 th, the gnards arrived in the 
small town of Punhete, beautifully situated 
at the coiifluençe of the Zêzere with the 
Tagus.—A bridge of   boats   lay  across   the 
fornier rivei\ 

The whole of the army has been assembled- 
in this neighbourhood ; Major-General Mac- 
kenzie's diyision forms the advanee, and 
Colonel, Donkin\s brigade has proceeded to 
Castel-Branco. Reinforcements are daily 
expected from. England, .and it is the general 
opinion, that the cominander of the forces 
intends to advanee into Spain'; Victor having 
retired from, the frontier towards Madrid. 
Mean time, the most active prepàrations are 
niaking to re-equip the army for the fielch ' • 
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-•..A few refleetionâ naturally occor ôrí the 
prcsent situatioo of affairs. Six weeks have 
searccly elapsed since Sir Arthur Wellesley 
assumed the command of the army. At this 
period, Marchai Soult, with a force of 24,000 
men, was in possession of Oporto and the 
whole of the north of Portugal; while Victor, 
with a superior army, hung upon the eastern 
frontier, and might be expected to interpose 
betwixt the rear of the British and Lisboa 
the moment of their advance beyond the 
Mondego. Notwithstanding this imposing 
attitude of Victor's army, the commander of 
•the forces promptly decided on attacking the 
force under Marshal Soult. Leaving a corps 
of observation to watch the.motions of the 
former, lie directed Íris principal attention to 
the north ; which, in the course of a few 
days, was completely freed from the presence 
and dominion of the enemy. After allowing 
his troops a short repose, Sir Arthur Welles- 
ley hastened to. place bis army on the line of 
the Tagus; and this operation was effected 
with a rapidity which lias sei dom been equal- 
led, even in the-annals of modern waríare. 
Marshal Victor, on receiving intelligence of 

r 
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Soult's discomfiture and subsequent retreat 
into Gallicia, commenced his march fòr the 
neighbourhood of Madrid, so that, out of 
the 50,000 French who lately threatened and 
infestei Portugal, not a man is left. It is 
but too mu eh the fashion, ■ to estimate the 
importance of any enterprize by the loss 
which is incurred in atchieving it; but this is 
frequently an unjust criterion, certainly not a 
fair one, m regard to the ser vices of íhis 
army, which have been of the most useful 
and brilíiant description, as the result lias 
•indubitably proved. 

The several brigades of infãntry are novr 
formed into 4 divisions, under the command 
of the sénior general officers with each. 

» 

Is.t   division,    Lieutenant-General    Sheiv 
-brooke, is composed of— 

The brigade of guards, 
Brigadier-General Cameron's brigade, 
King's German Legiop. 

r 

2d division-r* 

.Major-General Hill, 
Brigadier-General li. Ste^yart■. * ; 

K 
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" 

3d division— 

Major-General Mackenzie, 
Colonel Donkiii. 

4th division— 

Brigadier-G.eneral A. Campbell, 
Colonel Peacoche, 

' Colonel Peacoclie being appointed com* 
mander of Lisbon, was succeeded in the 
command of his brigade by Colonel Kemmis.' 

t 
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LETTE-R XÍIÍ 

Advancc of "llic Briíish into Spain.—The Guards rcací? to Casfeí 
Branco, throu^h Abrantes, Cortiçado, Sobricra Formosa, and 
Sazedas. 

<     ■    - , Castcl Branco, 2fZ July, 1809; 
— • 

i TIIB situation of the cnemv havinç beert 
perfectly ascertaincd by intclligencc fróm 
General Cnesta, Sir Artlmr Welleslcy ad- 
vanced wifrh tlic army from Abrantes on 
tlie SSth of June, in several divisions, and 
by different routes ; the country through 
#hich tlie linc of march la\r, being unfa- 
vourable to the movements of large bodies5 

from the difficnlty of proenring supplies. 
The 2 d division, under the orders of 

Major-General Hill, and the German legion 
on suecessive days with theartillery, marched 
alonç the south bank of tlie Taçus, whick 
they crossed at Villa Velha, by a bridge of 
boats, Brigadier-General A. 'CampbclFs 
route was on the north side, and the march 
of the guards and General Camevon's bri- 
gade.  forming part of  Lieutcnant-Gcneral 

v 
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Sherbrookc's division, was on lhe direct road 
to the fronticr "by whieh Jnnot entered the 
kingdom, and experienced such difficuitie^ 
as obliged MIM to dcslroya great mimber of 
Íris guns. 

Aftcr a plcasant halt of a fortnight, the 
çuards marched from Punhete on the 27th 
of June, and reached Abrantes, two Icagues' 
distant, by 9 o'cloek.—Latter part of thê 
road extrcmely bilíy.—The 3d regimen t was 
quartered in the convent .of Rcligieuscs of. 
St. Clave. 

At half-past 1 on the following monring 
thegenerale beat, and by 3 the column was 
formed on the road leadinç to Castel Branco. 
At 9 the troops halted and hntted in a, 
wood of pines near the village of St. Do-- 
minço. 

June the 29th the troops advanced at tho 
same early hour as on the preceding da}r y 
and about 4 halted in the .little town of 
Costiçada. This day's march was six lengues? 

the road very hilly, and the troops in con- 
sequence were mu eh fatigued. About 2 
o'clock a tremendous thunder storm carne 
on, accompanied with lightning and heavy 
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raiii,    The Coldstream and General Carne-*1. 
ron's   briçade halted    at  Ca^daços.   seven 
miles in the rear... ♦ 
. June the 30th? at half-past 4 A. M. tho: 

3d regiment marched, and aboat 8 c/clock 
reached the miserable village of Sobriera 
Formosa, 2 leagues; where being joincd by- 
the Coldstream, at 11 thêcolumn advanced. 
to Sazedas, 4 leagues beyond, At 1 the 
troops defiled through- the strong pass of 
Montegordo, defended by seyeral redoubts, 
and a Portujmese bãttalion ; and soon after. 
crossed the river Alvito, knce-deep. At 5 
P. M, halted and went into: very indiôerent* 
quarters. The town was completdy deserted 
by thê inhabitants, who had fled to* the 
mountains with ali. their effects, by order 
of the governnient, on the Frendi making 
their appearance at Alcântara. Next day 
the brigade moved out of the tòvvn to the 
side of an- adjoining hill, and constructed 
liuls. At 2 th is morning the guards were 
again òn march, and arrived at Castel Branco,, 
3 leagues, about 11 o'clock, The troops 
were hutted a mile beyond the city. The 
country around Castel Branco is fertile, and* 
ahounds in cattle. 
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In general tlie roads of Portugal are in 
very bad order, and the distances between 
towns computed in an arbitrary manner, as 
the league varies • in. length from 3 to 7 
miles.—The patriotic cares of the Marquis 
de Pombal for the improvement of his 
nafcjve country, had suggested the necessity 
of good roads throughout the kingdòm ; but' 
since that minister's decease none of his 
many excelleiít plans haye been adoptéd. 

The reports current here áre, that the> 
French have concentrated their forces at 
Talavera, to the amount of 45,000 men, of 
which; number Joseph. Buonaparte had 
brought 6,000 from Madrid, after pillagiug 
the city. . 

F 
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LETTER XIV:       '     9 ' 

The British enter Spain at Zarza Major,  and arrive at Placenta, 
tvhere the whole of the anny is concentrated. 

Placcntia, 16th July; 1809. 

àT half-past 1 on the morning of the 3d 
instaht, Xáeutenant-General Shèrbrooke's 
division was in motion' on the road to the 
frontier, and about noon halted at Lodiero, 
a village consisting of a few houses, 4 
leagues distant from Castel Branco—the 
road very good.—On the march the column 
forded the Ponsul, where Junot lost 200 
men, it being mnch swoln at the time of 
Lis advance into Portugal. • . 

July the 4th. To Zibriera 3 short leagues. 
The troops contrived^to bivouac at the end 
of each day's march, and were particularly 
fortunate in having fine weather throuçhout. 

July the 5th, at half-past 2.A.M. the 
column was in motion, and after a march of 
2 leagues passed the frontier town of Sal- 
vatierra, situated on an eminence. Soon 
after, fording the small river Elja3 which 
here  forms the boundary of the two king- 
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ídoms, the' division.entered the Spanish ter-* 
ritory, and proceeding over an uncultivated 
plaia, an-ived at Zarza Major, -3 miles from 
the river, about 10 o'clock. The troops 
went into the huts which had íbeen con- 
•strueted . by Major-Gcneral Mackenzie*s 
division, a league bé}rond the town.: here 
-they halted until the morning of the 7th, 
when the division moved forward about 
2 o'clock. This day's ínarcli was through a 
delightful eountry, part of an ancient rojral 
íorest. At 10 halted and hutted within a 
jnile of the town of Moritalegar, situated 
•on the banks of tlie AHa«on, over whích 
there is a good-bridge of l/'-arches. This 
littíe place liad an appearance of cleanliness 
-superior to what was uèually seen in the 
villages of Portugal ; it had once been for- 
tiíied, but the svorks were now in a rui naus 
?tate- 

* July the 8th\ At 1 this morning the 
icolumn advanced, and about 8 o'clock 
passed through Co ria, a town of some note, 
and hutted for the night in a woodj about 
a mile beyond. A column of dust on tlie 
foad    to   PJacentia,   mà.rked  the  route of 

F 2 
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General HilTs division.—Cória stands in.an 
clevated situation, atnd about aquaiter of a 
rnile distant runs the Allagon,, whicli àn 
earthquake had caused to desert its .former 
channel, so that a .handsome bridge.of-5 
arches is no.w rcndered useless. . At the 
entrance of the town is a monastcry. .of 
IVanciscans, whose personal appearance cer- 
tainly bespoke the poverty of thcirorder. 

July the 9th.' An hour after . midnight 
the generale beat, and the column, left iti 
front, passed under an arch of the bridge, 
and proceeded on the road to Placentia- 
At noon the troops forded the Allagon, 
.which was attended with some delay, as 
the river runs broad and deep. About. 1 
Jhalted   and hutted   on  the side  of   a  hill 

i - 

facing the town of Galisteo, at the distance 
of amile on the south bank of -the Xerte. 
The division remained on this ground the 
two following days. On the 10th a .report 
reached the camp of the Spanish aniiy^ 
coramanded by General Blake, liaving been 
defeated by Suchet Sir Arthur Wellesley 
.had gone from Placentia,. accompanied 
by Colonel Murray, Quarter-Master Gener 
'ral,   to  hold   a  conference   with   Cuesta, 
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•\vhosc hcad-quarters are at Almaraz, on the 
Tagus ; his advance under the Duke of 
Albuquerque at Arzo bispo. 

On the 12th of July the division marehed 
to Placentia, ,10 mil-es of gòod road. The 
peasaníry in this districtSveré employed ia 
cuttinç down the corn. 

The division after crossing; thebridse over 
the Xerte,   passeei under the walls of the 

w 

city to a wood about a Jeague distant, and 
hutted. The whole of the infantry, except 
Major-General Maekenzie's division, which 
eontinued to form the advance, was assemblea 
on this ground. J   * 

The city of Placentia has many remaihs 
of Moorish architecturé, ■ particularly the 
great chgrch ; it is completely walled roúiid 
with circular towers at short distances, bui 
unprovided with cannon, and the works are 
mouldering rapidly into decay. The streets 
are narrow, yet the houses are of a çood 
stile, and have a pleasing air of cleanliness. 
" There are two bridges over the.Xerte, one 

of seveu handsome arches. Water is con-' 
veyed into the city by an aqueduet of very 
ancieiít construetion* 

I 
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À striking difference is already. perçeix^ed 
betwixt the personal appearance and manner* 
of the Portuguese and Spaniards, clearly in 
favour of the latter, who seem of a more 
raanly character. 

Provisions are tolerably plentiful, and 
vegetables in abundance. Indeed the dis- 
trict of Placentia is considered one of the* 
most luxuriant in Spain: Wine is brought 
into the camp daily in grcat quantities, but 
of an inferior quality.—By a wise regulation 
the price of every article is settled by the 
Alcades, and affixed in the market place to 
prevent imposition. 4 

.Ice is procured from the mountàins, at the 
foot of whichthe troops were encampetL 
Evén at this advanced season their tops are 
covered with snow. 

In a valley not far from the city, stands^ 
the celebrated Jeroraite convént of St. Juste, 
into which Charles V. after alarmino- aíl' 
Europe for upwards of a century, by the 
terror of Íris arms, retired with a few do- 
mestics to end bis days in peniteiice and. 
prayér.. / \ 

\ 
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This day the Ist battalion of the 48tli 
re<nment, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Donelan, marched into camp in 18 days 
fróm Lisbon, leaving only four men sick on 
the road. 

> % 
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; LETTER XV. 

Tíic Britisíi forra a Juncturc with Cucsta's Aimy, and arrivc at 
Táfovèra de Ja Reyna.—Position of the Frendi, and Plan of 
tbc intended Attack. 

Talavera de ia Rcyna, 22d July, 1809. 

AN hour before day-light, 011 the 17th of 
July, the British quitted Placentia, and after 
a march of two Jeagues, the infantry halted 
near Malpartida de Placentia, on a plain, 
where was not a single bush to shelter the 
troops froni the scorching heat of tlie sun. 
Watcr was very scarce and bad. 

Brigadicr General Fane, with the brigade 
of heavy cavalry, was advanced 2 leagues m 
front. 

July the 18th, the army moved from their 
ground at half-past 5 in the morning, and ia 
four hòurs' reached the Tietar, which was 
crossed by a temporary bridge; the one of 
boats being' rendered unserviceáble by the 
Spanish peasantry, on the appearance of the 
French. At 2 P. M. the troops halted, and 
hutted close to the ri ver. The commander of 
the forces, with his staíf, passed the column 
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to Mayadas, a small village about a mile be- 
yond. General Cuesta's arniy crossed the 
Tagus this morning at Almaraz, according to 
the place of operations concerted betwixt 
him and Sir Arthur Wellesley. And Sir 
Robei-t Wilson-, whose corps had hitherto 
preceded the advance of the British, moved 
by a voad-to the left, after passing the 
Tietar. 

A little wíne was this day brought into 
cainp by the peasantry, but nothing besides. 

■ , July the 19th, the arniy was again in mo- 
tion.befqre day-Hght, and proceeded until 
noon along the banks of the Tietar, in a line 
parallel with the march of the Spanish army. 
The heat of the sim had been extremely op- 
pressive for these three days past. After a 
march of twclve hours, the troops halted in 
a beautifut wood, near the village of Cénti- 
nello. It was generally understood, that the 
French out-posts were at the distance of 
only 3 Ieagues from the advance of the Bri- 
tish under Major General Mackemrie, who, 
supported by General Fane's brigade of heavy 
cavalry, was about three miles in front of the 
mainbody.- 
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- By the latest information receíved of the 
enemy, it appeared that Victor had made the 
following disposition of his forces, amount- 
ing, according to report,   to  about 30,000 
men. 

His advanced guard of cavalry occupied 
the city of Talavera de la Reyna. 

His right flanked by a rising ground, and 
secured by heavy artillery, rested upon the 
Alberche, which protected his front, the line 
beiíi^ extended along the banks of that river 
to the Tagus, and eastward in the direction of 
Toledo; in the neighbourhood of which city, 
Venegas, who had been detached by Cuesta, 
with 18,000 men, was directed to arrive on 
the 24th instant. 

•  The intended plan of attack was formed.on 
this information. 

General Cuesta's army supported by thé 
British cavalry, was to force the bridge over 
the Alberche, and attack the left of the enemy 
whilst the British infantry forded the river in 
front, and endeavoured to turn his right. 

Venegas, after gaining possession of Toledo, 
in which the enemy was supposed to have 
left a very inconsiderable force, was to pass 

\ 
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the Tagus, and place himself betwixt Madrid 
and tbe rear of the French army,co-operating 
ifpossible, with Sir Robert Wilson, who had 
been for some days at Escalona, with the Lusi- 
tanian legion, consisting of 2000 infantiy, 
500 cavalry, and a few íield pieces, Sir Ro- 
bert had succeeded in opening a communica- 
tion vi th the capital.' 

July the 20th, the army movcri forward at 
S in the morning ; and on leaving the wood, 
entered a long extensive plain, which reaehed 
to Oropesa, 6 leagues distant About 4 
o'clock the column halted a mile beyond 
the town, after a roost fati^uiruv march. A 
strong piquct of French cavalry had been 
here on the preceding evening; and at their 
departure this morning, they plundeved tlie 
town, and carried off ali the bread and wine 
they could find. 

In the course of this afternoon, Cuesta's 
advanced guard cntercd Oropesa, and the 
junction of the two armies was effected. 

July the 2ist, the generale beát at the 
usual early hour, but after the troops were 
under arms, tlie march was suspended to 
give time for the Spanish army to take a 

\ 
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position  in front  of  the British.     Abou£ 
half-past %10 o'clock the array of Estrema- 

I dura halted to refresb,   át the  distance of 
( halfaleague, in number 35,000, including 

7000 cavalry. The infantry appearcd strong 
able bodied men, but "deficient in discipline; 
They are the same troops who behaved so 
wellat the battle of Medellin, 011 whicfi oc- 
casion the conduct' of the infantry was coo! 
and resolute, and they positively turned the 
left wing of Victor's army ; but the' cavalry* 
gave way   when  their  serviees were most 
wanted. 

At 4 in the  afternoon' the whole of the 
A troops were drawn out, and General Cuesta," 

l( \vith his adjutant-general 0'Donaghuc, ac- 
companied by Sir Arthur Wéllesléy and his^ 
staff, rcviewed the British line, 

The Spanish leader appeared an infirm old 
mahj so mucli so that he is obliged to be 
lifted into his sadclle; and as he cannot re- 
maiii long at a time on horseback» an ancient 
family coach drawn by 6 mules, is in con- 
stant attendance!    •'   ■ - 

General Cuesta is said to possess the en-' 
tire confidence of his troops, and tbis may' 
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be the reason why he has been selccted to 
command an arniy of patriots, which ought 
to have an òfficer of, youth, vigour, and 
lalent at its head. The Duke of Albuquerque 
who comniands the cavalrv, is esteemed an 
active officcr, zealous ín the cause of bis 
country. Report speaks highly of the mili- 
tary talents of General OT)onaghue. 

This morning the combined armywas in 
motion before day-break, and advanced 
along the extensive plain towards Ta la vera. 
Few officers had ever prcviousIjr seen so largc . 
a body acting as if by one impulse, and 
marchins in one direction. It was in truth a 
sublime and magnificent spectacley and the 
occasion was calculated to excite the most 
cxalted ideas in a so!dier's bosom. • • • 

About 6 o'clock a heavy cannonade com- 
menced in front, and continued at intervals 
until 3 in the afternoon ; a little before which 
the combined army bivouaccd within a milc 
and a half of Talavera, whenec the cnenry 
was dislodsjed in the course of tlie morning* 
by the advance of the British and Spaniards. 
The French cavalry retreated over the Al- 
berche closely pursued. 
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LETTER XVI. 

The Cotnbincd Anny moves from' the Wood of Olircs, to the 
-    Banks of thc Albercbc.—Rctreat of Marsbal Victor.—BritibU 

Out-posís at Casclcgas.—The Spaniards oceupy Santa Olalla. 

Talavera de la Rcyna, 26th July,  180$, 

EXACTLY at 4 in the morninç of the 23d 
instant, the several divisions of the army 
moved* out of the wood in which they-had 
reposed the preceding night, and were 
halted almost immediatcly afterwards. Àt 
8 o'clock the troops again advanced, and 
about noon, arrived near the ruins of an 
old convent, v/ithin 2 miles of the Alberche, 
ori the opposite bank of which the enemy 
was posted in force, when an order was 
given for the British to return to their former 
ground. This unexpected raovement occa- 
sionecl á vâriety of reports and surmises. 
By some it was said, that Sir Arthur Wel- 
lesley and Cuesta had disagreed, and the 
Spaniards. were averse to engage on a Sun- 
day; others asserted that the preparatíons 
of the latter,-were not complete, and-that 
lie waited for ammunition : howevêr, it was 
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generally understood, that the position of 
the Frcnch was to be attacked on the foí- 
lowins morninç.    • . .   , 

An Jiour after midniglit, on the 24th of 
July, the «Einy asserabled without beat of 
d rum, and advanced left in front, in silence 
and with the most perfeet regularity to the 
expected attack. Àbout 6 the guards 
arrived within sight of the Àlberçhe, when 
they perceived with surprise, that the eneiny 
had abandoned his position, and wasin full 
retreat. The commander of the forces, and 
Lieutcnant General Sherbrooke had passed 
thc.Alberche wkfc a considerable bod}r of 
cavalry, and Major General Mackenzie's 
division of infantry, and hung on the rear. of 
the encmy's retiring columns. The advance 
of the British halted at the village .of Case- 
legas, 1 Jeague beyond the Alberche. Cuesta 
pushed forward his out-posts, 2 leagues fur- 
ther to Santa Olalla, late the head-quarters of 
Màrshal Victor./" 

After halting for orders until noon, during 
which interval, the officers crossed the rear 
to sçp the French huts, which were remark-. 
able for  their neatness and regularity ; the 

\ 
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troops returned to their. foriner position, 011 
the Wood of Olives.    It was now a subject 
of general regret tbat the Frendi had.not 
been attacked on  the preceding day, even ' 
wilhout the co-operation of the Spaniards.. 
Whatever was the. real cause of this retro- 
gade movement, the disappointment.of the 
troops at not being led against the enemy,. 
whom  they had rnade so mariy .harassing: 
marches to come up with, was very .appa- 
rent.    An advance however, at the present 

]ft moment, was doubtless rendered either unne- 
cessary or impracticable frora circumstances, 
which were known only to the commander 
of the forces. Indeed the difficulty of pro- 
curing supplies for so large an army might 
have proved an insuperable obstacle. So 
far hitherto, had success attended the move- 
ments of the allies, tbat the enemy found 
bimself compelled to quit bis position on the 
Alberche, whieh the appearance of Cuesta's 
force alone would neverhave effected. 

In the course of this day, the conduct of 
the Spanish leader was very generally com- 
mented upon. He was considered a man of 
strict honour, and to possess an  invincible 
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hatred to the Frendi; but bis dilatory and 
nalf digested nieasures did not seem ealcu- 
Jatcd to be of rauch service tò bis countrv.. 

Talaveradela Revna is a larçe town with 
several handsome streets, but an air of dcso- 
lation and ruin reigncd throughout; many of 
the houses were deserted, and thèappearance 
o,f the whole place presented a sad picture of 
the ravagcs of war, which seemed to have 
been in a peculiar rnanner inflicted on this 
devoted town.     The Freneh troops during 
their stay, hád been guilty of the greatest ex- 
cesses ; a number of houses were completei)' 
destroyed, and  the  fumiture burnt for fuel. 
In every quarter were to  be seen marks of 
the devastation they  had committed, which . 
must have imprinted a lastiflg hatrèd in the 
minds of the unfortunate inhabitants.    Even 
the satisfaction felt by those who reniained in 
the town at being  delivered from an enemy 
who had caused them so much misery and 
vexation, could not prevent an air of melan- 
choly  from appearing in their countenances 
on viewing the destruction of property and 
the havoc made on ali sides.    The  Plaza de 
Toros, whcre the bull-fights and other exhi- 

V 
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bitions /itere held, was now a scenc of the' 
greatestdesolation. In contemplating the spot 
where the Spaniarcls enjoyed their national 
amusements, it was impossible not  to fecl 
regret  at   the sad  change that  had   taken' 
place. 

The cathedral, a handsome modem build- 
ing, remained uninjured ;" the Frendi being 
contented with carrying off the splendid orna- 
ments used in their ceremonies of religion, 
A very fine altar-piece byMurillo, excited 
universal admiration. In the çhurch of St. 
António, the enemy destroyed every thing,. 
and converted it into a barrack for infantry- 

. t 
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LETTER XVII. 

Battlc of Talavera.—Positions of thc Respectivo Armies.—The . 
Enemy foilcd iii liis repeatcd Àttcnipts to turn thc Jcft of the 
Britisli makcs a Grand.Attack  upon thc right and centre.— 
General  Sherbrookc's Division   advances to thc charge witV 
bayoncts.—Thc Brigadc of Guards having advanced too far 
nnder a heavy firc, sustain a considerable loss, and retire, covered 
by the first battalion of thc 48th Itcgimcnt.  The Frendi retreat 
during thc night.—On thc following morning General  Robert' 
Cnroford s Brigadc of Light ínfantry arrived. 

Talavcra de la Rci/na, 29*/* Julu, 1809. 
• 

Gx the 26th instant, a heavy cannonade 
commenced  soon after day-light, and  con-. 
tiffued utttil 4in  the .afternoon,   when   the 
eommander of the forces, who had rode out 
at an carly liour, returned from the field in 
high spirits.    The action was betwixt the ad- 
vance of the French and the Spanish out-posts, 
which fell back upon the position heretofore 
oceupied by  the enemy on   the   Alberche.- 
The Spaniards lost from 3 to 400. in kil- 
led and wounded; several of the latter were 
brought iulo   Talavera in the course of.the 
afternoon. 
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The cannonade was renewed next morn- 

ing, the 27th; and the Spaniards, coverect 
by the British cavairy and Major-Generat 
Mackenzie's division of infentry, continued 
to retire upon the tòwn. As the day ad- 
vanced, the intention of íhe enemy to try 
the issue of a general engagement became 
no longer doubtful; and about 3 P. M. hís 
columns, which moved forward after crossing 
the Alberche with great rapidity,. having 
approached witkin 2 leagues of Talavera, 
the seyeral divisions of the British army 
were placed in the positions previously cho- 
sen, whcre  they remained  awaitmg tlie at- 
tack. 

. Brigadicr-General    Alexander   Campbell.- 
with two brigades of infantry, was posted 
on' tjie right, near an unfinishcd redoubt;. 
the Guards, General Cameron's brigade, 
and. the King s German Lcgion, formed the 
centre, under Lieutenant-General Sher- 
brooke, and Major-General ílill'9 division 
extended along the rising grounds on the 
lcft, flanked by a heavy battciy. Major- 
General Mackenzie, who commanded the 
advance,   had    previously    withdrawn   bis 

M 
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troops aftr-r the whole of the Spaniards re*. 
crossed the Alberche; and this movement 
■vvas executed witli the utmost judgtnent and 
ability by tbat gallant officer. His division 
formed a second Une in rear of the centre. , 

The cavalry was commanded by Lieu- 
tenant-General Payne. Major-General Cot-. 
ton's light brigade, supported the right and 
centre, Brigadier-General Anson's and the 
heavy brigade under General Fane, were on 
the left. 

Brigadier-General   Howarth    commanded 
the royal artillery, and the several batteries 
were under the  superintendance  of  Lieu-- 
tenant-CoIonels Robe and Framlingham. 

The ground in front of the British was 
principally open, but intersected with roads 
leading to the town, and the bed of a 
sraall river, which had been formed by the 
wUter tbrrents, and was at present dry. 

The Spanish infantry formed m two lines, 
and supported by the king s regiment of ca- 
valry, were posted beliind the mud enclo- 
sures of the olive grounds and vineyards; 
extending from lhe right of Geueral Alex- 
ander Campbell's position,   to the suburbs 

àz 
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and town of Talavera, which they also oc- 
cupied, having their right flanked by tlie 
Ta^us. 
'■ The Duke of Albuquerque was in rear 
of the left of the whole line, with the main 
"body of the Spanish cavalry, and Lieutenant- 
General Don Luis Bassecourt was subse- 
quently placed witliabout 3,000 Iight troops 
in the valley below the left of the British, 
to kecp in check, a body of the énemy.who 
appeared in the mountains beyond,- which 
were, however, at too great a distance to 
have any effect upon the impending cón- 
test. 

Tlie Spanish army was commanded by 
Cuesta, General in cliief, and the several 
divisions of infantry were under the orders 
of Lieutenant-Generals Don Francisco de 
Eguia, second in command, the Marquis 
dei Partago, Don Rafael Maglano, and Don 
Juan de Henestrosa. 

The Frendi army, in mimber nearly 50,000 
strong, was commanded by Marshal Victor, 
assisted by Marshal Jourdain and General 
Sebastiani, uiider the direction of Joseph 
Buonaparte, iii person. 
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• About half-past 6 -o'clock, the enemy 
appeared in considerable force on the heights 
opposite the centre of the' British line, and 
opened a heavy cannonadeof shot and shells, 
•which was instantaneously returned from the 
principal battery placed on a commanding 
eminence in the rear of General Hill's divi-* 
sion. At the same time, the French inade 
a visorous attack on the Jeft, where after a 
most obstinate conflict, they were completely 
repulsed at the point of the bayonet. The 
enemy also pushed forward several eorps of 
infantry, supportcd by a strong -division of 
cavairy on the right, with a view of carrying 
the town of Talavera, in which object he 
failed,and was driven back by the fire from, 
the .Spanish batteries. The cannonade con- 
tinued ou botksides until dusk. 

In. the course of the night the enemy made 
a second   assault   upon   the   height;   from 
whence, after gaining a momentary possession 
he was dislodged by General Hill, witli pro-, 
diçious slauçhtèr. 

At 2 in the morning the Spanish line was 
alarmed at ali points, .by the approach of the 
enemy^ light troops, whò were received with 
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a brisk dischàrge of musquetry, wliich ceased 
án about 10 minutes, when the silenceof ni^ht 
again prevailed on the íield of battle. 

At length day-Iight broke upon the con- 
tending armies, who were drawn iip oppositc 
to each other in the positions they respectively 
occupied at the beginning of the action  on 
the   preceding evening.    About 6 the. en- 
gagement was renewed, and continued with- 
out intermission,- until 11 o'clock, when the 
íiring ceased, as  if by mutual consent,   for 
hearly  three hours, dnring which interval, 
the   French   appeared   to be  employed   iu 
cooking, and the British army reposed on 
the  ground,    seemingly  regardless   of   the 
enemy's presence.    It was at this time also 
the wounded  were carried off to  the rear, 
and while engaged in this painful duty,  the 
British and French soldiérs shook hands with 
each other, and expressed  their admiration 
of the gallanlry displayed by the troops  of 
both nations.    The principal eíforts   of the 
French throughout  the morning were again 
directed upòn the left; but Major-Gcneral 
Hill successfully repelled every attempt  to: 
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timi liis position, and obliged the enemy to 
retire with considerable loss. 

Sir Arthur Welleslev with liis staff, ob- 
served the progress of the battle on a height 
to the left of the British linc. From this 
point lie witnessed every moveinent that 
was made, and in the raidst of the hottest 
fire issued the neeessary orders with bis 
characteristic eoolness and judgment. Two 
of his Aides-de-Camp, Captains Bouverie 
and Burgh, were wounded by his side. 

At 1 P. M. the enemy was observed bring- 
ing up fresh troops and forming his columns, 
apparentty for the purpose of renewing the 
aetion ; and in fact about 2 o'cloek, the 
Freneh again advanced under a heavy cannon- 
ade5 and made a general atlack upon the 
wholé of the position oceupied by the 
British. 

The enemy's attacking columns on the 
right had arrived within a short distance of 
the unfínished redoubt, wheri General Alex- 
ander Campbell made a vigorons charge with 
his division, supported by two battalions of 
Spanish infantry, and drové them back with 
the Joss of their artillery. 
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. The efibrts of the enemy on the ieft were 
equally unsuccessful as before, and a charge 
-made by Brigadier-General Anson with the 
:23d light dragoons and German hussars, upon 
a solid column of infantry, although attended 
with asevere loss to the fornier reçiment. liad 
the efiect of cliccking their farther advance 
in that direction. 

.Meamvhilp the centre was wannly engaged. 
•Exactly at 3 o'clock several heavy columns 
advanced upon this point, and deplojred with 
the ntmost precision into line as they entered 
the plain, which lay betwixt the heights 
occupied by toe hostile arraies. This wàs 
the grand attack, and on the íirst indication 
of the enemy's intention, General Sher- ' 
brooke gave directions that bis division 
should prepare for the charge, . At this 
awful moraent ali was silent, except a few 
guris of the enemy, answered by the British 
artillery on the hill. The Frcnch carne on 
over the rough and broken ground in the 
valley, in the most imposing raanner and 
with great resolution, and were-met by the 
British with their usual uiidauntèd firirmess. 
As if with one accord the division advanced 
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against the enemy, whose ranks were speedily 
broken, and thrown into confusion by a well 
directed volley. The impetuosity of the 
soldiers was not to be repressed; and the 
brigade on the inimediate left of the guards 
being Iialted, that flank froni its advanced 
situation in theeagerness of pursuit, became 
exposed to the enemy, wh o had already 
given way, and deserted his guns on the 
hill in front, iintil observing this part of the 
line unsupported, tbe French rallied, and 
returned with increased numbers to their 
attaek upon the centre. 

Brigadier-Gcnerai Harry Campbell now 
gavc orders for the guards to retire . to their 
original position in line, and the Ist battaiion 
of the-48th regiment was directed to cover 
this movement by the Commander of the 
•Forces, who saw and provided for every 
emergcncy during the tremendous conflict. 
Foiled at ali points, the French withdrew the 
remains of the columns which had been un- 
successfully opposed tó the centre ; they 
however continued theíire of their artillery, 
and the engagement which had been renewed 
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this niorihng with the rising ofthesun, ceased 
only with its setting. 

Àbout 6 in the evening, the long dry grass 
having caught fire, the- flames spread rapidly 
over the field of action, and consumed in 
their fatal progress numbers of the dead and 
wounded. 
- A dim and cheerless moon threw a feint 
lustre over the surrounding objects after the 
close of day. Smàll párties were sent out 
to bring m the wounded; the enemy was 
employed in a similar manner, and had made 
Iarge fires alonj; the whole front of his ex- 
•tensive line. 

The troops lay upon their arms this second 
night, without provisions of any kind—water 

■eyen was scarce, It was fully expected that 
the French would renew the attack in. the 
morning, butthey retired under cover of the 
night. leavins: in the hands of the British 
20 pieces of artillery, and some prisoners. 
Their rear guard, consisting of cavalry, alone 
remained on the right baiik of tíie Alberche 
at day-break. The retreat was certainly 
condueted with ability, and was not gcnerally 
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known in thc British army until long aítcr 
the enemy had abandoned his pqsition. 

This brilliant victory, over an enemy so 
iníinitely superior in numbers, lias not been 
achieved without a considerable loss both of 
valuabíe officers and men. That of the 
enemy, hovvever. to judge from the appear- 
ance of the field5 must be immense. 

Soon after 8 oY.lock, the British quitted 
their pòsitions in the field, and again hutted 
in the Wood of Olives. About 9 the lisjit 
brigade under General Robert Crawford ar- 
rived, having marched 12 Spanish leagues in 
the preceding 24 hours. .   . 

'V 
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LETTER XVIII. 

Information rcccivcd   from a  Frcnch Officer takcn  prisoner.-M- 
Report of Marshal Soult advancirig oh Placeutia. 

Ttílavcra de la i?ry?w, lst Âugzist, 1809. 

MOTIVES of curiosity induced several 
officers to visif" Talavera on the afternoon 
of the 29th of July. The town appeared 
almost deserted ; here and there a few 
soldiers were walking about, looking for the 
quarters of their wounded comrades. The 
houses were for the greater part shut up ; 
the inhabitants previous to the engagement, 

\ • had fled  across the Tagus with  their most 
valuable effects, and were not yet returned. 

The French are said to be continuing their 
retreat. From an officer who was taken 
prisoner on the. banks of the Tagus, the fol- 
lowing information has been obtained : 

TVhen the eornbined army arrived in front 
.   of Talavera on the 22d of July, 

Marshal Victor^ force amounted to   28,000 
Joined liira from Toledo      * .      8,000 

I   Carried forwatd  <26,0OO^ 
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36;00O Brought forward 
On the 25th two regiments of cavai ry, 

the 14th and 26th infantry        . •   3,000 
Joseph Buonaparte  arrived on the 

àfternoon of the 27th, with the 
.      8,000 guards from Madrid 

Total numberof the enemy engaged     47,000 

Joseph retreated on the evenimr of the 
28th, and slept at Caseleças. 

On the 29th his guards moved forward 
to Santa Olalla, when they haited for  the 
"ig^t 8,000 
Late on that day.a division was sent 

off towards Toledo of    . 
Killed and woundedon the 27th and 

28th, fully 
Remains with Victor    . 

The above faets stated by tliis oflicer aceord 
with the information received from two dra- 
goons taken with him', examined scparately, 
and also with the intelliçence obtained from 
the Alcaide at Cebolla, who is known by.the 

* It is certairi the loss of the Frendi ki killed and wounded was 
at least 14,000. 

9,000 

* 8,000 
22,000 

d 
.   í 
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m agistrates to be a true patriot; to a cer- , 
tainty Joseph is off, but whether to Madrid 
òr Toledo this officer does not know.    It is 
equally certain that a strong division   was 
sent off on theevening of the 29th3. to sustain 
Toledo.    • 

Sebastiani had a command in the battle, 
and Marshal Jourdain reraained with Joseph 
Buonaparte until he quitted the field.. Victor 
cominanded under the immediate clirection of 
Joseph. . 

The French army is in the greatest distress 
for provisions, and the troops have had little 
bread from the day they were first driven out 
of Talavera, and none from the 27th until 
the 51st, when four thousand pounds of bis- 

• cuit arrived from Madrid, and a farther sup- 
ply was expected, but is supposed to have 
been taken. The whole of the French from 
Victor down to the lowest soldier, are dis- 
contented with the war in Spain, and ali wish 
tó return to their own country. 

On the arrival of Joseph on the 2?th, he 
publicly reproached Victor for not having 
beaten or taken the British and Spaiiish armies 
already,   and  assurecl   the  army  -that  thisr 
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sbould be done on tbe.28th. He was seen 
on the evening of that day retiring from the 
field, the picture of melancholy and disap- 
pointment. 

This prisoner heard Victor say, on the 
afternoon of the 28th, that he felt hirnself 
abandoned by Soult. On the 30th it was 
known in the Freneh armv that the latter 
was eoming round by Placentia with ] 2,000 
men. 

When the troops carne from Toledo to join 
Victor, there were only 1500 left in that 
çíty, and Joseph withdrew the whole ofthe 
garrison from Madrid, except about 3000 
men, of whom a part werestationed in the 
fort of El Retiro. * •        • 

It caused much consternation in the Freneh 
army to hear, during the engagement, that 
Toledo was bombarded by Venegas, (whose * 
operations were restrained by an order of 
the Junta,) and that the British had been 
reinforeed by General Crawford's division.   • . 

General Morlot was killed, and Lapice 
received a mortal, woiind on the 28th, of 
which he died the next day. An immense 
number of Colonels and Field Officers were. 

H 
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killed and wounded ; and the oldest soldiers 
in the "Frcncli army declared the day after 
the action that they hadnever seen more de* 
termined fighting; and ali agreed that in the 
war with Spain th is was the fkst time they 
had met .with soldiers, They wondered 
where the Spaniards were ; as their position 
was covered with wood, our allies were.not 
seen by the French. 

The sick and wounded of. the ãrmy are in 
a shockirig state; and th is prisoner thinks the 
retreat is suspended-to give as anuch time as 
possible to send away the wounded, whiçh is 
almost impracticable, as they -have scarccly 
any means of conveyance. 

AU letters /rora France. are opened by 
order òf Jòseph Bttonaparte, and those 
buuned which contain bad news. The French 
army, however, has heard o£ Napoleoi^s 
çlefeat in Áustria. ' • ;'.      ■/ 

The report of -th is day is,, that Mavshal 
Soult ís'advancinff with 12 or ]55000men on 
PÍácentia, from which he was only 10- leagueô 
âústant 011 the SOth/ultimo. 
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LETTÉIÍ XIX.        *     ' 

Rétrcat of fíic Combiricd Annv, to the South Bank òf llic Ta<rus.~- 
Paríiculars of thc ftfarclh—Cnesta resigns bw Coriftiantf.—Thè 
Britisli Prisoners of War trcaíeti with great humanitv bv- 
Alarshal Síortier. 

Bxr&s ofifie Efmofite, lAih Angtist, 1309. 

IT is notv neees'sary fo turn frora a 'con- 
sideratiori of the splehdid victory obtained 
ovêr the tfòops of France, on thc plairis of 
Talaverá, toa rèlation of tlie éveilts which 
cairsèd a gallant and succcssfúl British aímy 
to" retire pfêcipitate]y,-from théscenéóf their 
late tfíuníphs,' and act upon tlie defensive. 

Diíring the sf.ay of the arrriy at Talaverá, 
bòtll hêfófé ân'd after the actiori, thé suppíics 
of evêry kínd had beéh very ins\tffici'ent? and* 
the inhabiíánts of that towrr evfticecl no 
disposition to rélievé the VFarits of the Br-itisfr, 
atrd to àecõhiniodate thfe sicfc and wotrnded. 
Théir reftioval' ffôm Talaverá fherefore, 
was becomé aír objétft of tóo rinich interest 
to bc alíy lóiVger" délay'éd, pafticulárly, as 
by   Marshal    Soult's   arrival at  PJacentia, 

H 2 
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the provisions expected from tliat quarter, 
and for whicli arrangements were made by 
the commissariat, had fallen into the enemy's 
hands. 

On the morning of the 3á of August, the 
British army moved from Talarera; but for 
anhour after the troops were under arms, 
they vcmained uncertain, whethcr it was 
Sir Arthur We]lesley's intention to advance 
upon Madrid, pr proceed against Marshal 
Soult, in the contrary direction. Their 
doubts, however, were soon at an end, for 
on leaving the Wood of Olives, the army 
began to retrace its former steps, and about 
2 in the afternoon again halted near the town 
of Oropcsa. Althqugh by this retrogade 
movcment, the British were, of necessity 
compelled to leave behind a considerable 
number of their sick and wounded, yet less 
anxiety was felt on this account, as they 
relied on the Spaniards keeping Victor in 
check, should he, ou being informed of Sir 
ArthurWellesley's departure, again attemptto 
advance : besides, under any circumstances3 

.it would   not havc   been   consistent w.iti| 
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fcumanity, to have attempted the remo vai \ 
of more of the sick'and wounded than were 
really bròught off. 

Cueste, whose force remainçd nearly entire, 
having taken little share in the actiôiv 
promised to maintain tlie position which the 
British had so successfully defended,- but 
in a féw hoursafter their march, the Spankh 
leader abandoned his post, and, with thé 
whole -of-his army, followed the routg of lhe ' 
British. 

This conductof General Cuesta, increased 
the embarrasments of the situation-in which 
the   British   army v/as  already placed   by' 
Marshal SoultJs arrival at Placentia, and ail 
hopes of any effeetual   co-operation  being 
now at an end, the eommanderof the forces' 
determined to withdraw his troops" o.ver the* 

' bridge of Arzobispo, with aview of covering' 
Saville and the South of Spain, and at the 
same time, to preserve the communication 
open with Lisbon. 

In pursuarice of these objects, on the 
follow-inç mornins; the march was rcsumecL 
and  after having expcrienced- considerab.Ie* 

\« 
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diffipulties and privations, lhe whole of the 
British arçn.y arrived in the vallej watered 
by the Elmontc, on the 11 th instant. 

Although there  can   be no .pleasure in 
cUrelling on.the pa.rtiçulars. of a ma.rch per- 
fojuned under such circumstançes,, yet, per* 
hap.s, a detail of- the .daily. progress. madé by< 
the British. troòps,.through these inhpspitable 
mountains, may prove som.ewhat interesting. 

.At.daj-break qn the.4.th instante the.troops. 
were under arms, but did not move  fróni 
the grpund pn which  thjey.. bivoiíaced until 
9 p'clock.    A very s.malLquaritity of bread 
%vas issued to.the army,. which. thejn marched 
dpwn.2: leagues. to the bridge of Arzobispo, 
and c.rossing the Tagus,. halted for the nightj 
on.  the  ppppsite  bank.    It wa.s reported, 
that the Spaniards on. the approach of thé> 
enemy, haq1 rernoyed the, bridge of Almaraz, 
and nia.ny. exp.ected the one at this place. 
■vypuld haye been d.estroyed, the more effectr. 
ually to secure the rear. 

.; August,the ôth. -   The troops. advanced- 6, 
leagues over.a>difficuIt country, and.about 
4 in the afjernppn bivouaced on a hill near. 
the village of Valdela Cosa. 

/■ 
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August the 6th. This dáy's march 3 
íea<mes only *\vís through a niountainous 
district. Àbout n.Oòn, tliecolumn halted 
in a romantic spot, ncar the small tiver 
DÍIbor. Several working parties were cra- 
ployed in dragging the artillcry up the1 

heights until a late liour.   • 
August the 7th. The countfy, this dá)7 

was even moremountainous ánd ruggéd than 
that through wliich the army passed yes- 
ttírday,- consequently little progress was> 
made. The heat was excessive, and the' 
troops begari to sink uridér their fatigues. 
The. arriíy had beén withoiit bread 011 the1 

5th and 6th. A small quantity df flour was 
received .yesterday, but no wine could be 
procured to raisé the drooping spirits" and 
recruit the exhàusted strength óf thesoldiers. 
Amongother réports of the day, it v/as said,: 

tlrat an ómcer had crossed the- Tágiís, and 
observed th;e march of the Frendi ovei the- 
plarn, in the direction of Arzobispoi 

August the 8th. Although the tròo]*>' 
assembled at 4 in the morning,.yét the march 
was deferred nearly 5 hours, to givé thé 
artillery time to asceiíd tlíè heig;hts.-A&kòut? 

s / 
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noon, halted on the banks of a sínall stream* 
a Jeagne from Deleytosa. The villages 
through which the British had passed, since 
leavingArzobispo, were nearly deserted and 
ruinous.—Not one article of the necessaries 
of hfe could be procured in any of theiíi. 

August the 9th. Ato the troops were in 
motiori.—About 8 o'clock passed the town 
of Deleytosa, and halted 2 railes beyond, 
in a wood.onthe left of the town of Truxillo, 
situated on ahill, apparently at the distance 
ofõleaçues. 

A very inadequate proportion of flourand 
biscuit was issued yesterday, but the troops 
received a tolerable supply of the latter this. 
morning. 

Marshal Soult, after making an unsuc- 
cessful attempt to force the bridge of 
Arzobispô, passed the Tagus with a body of 
cavalry, at a ford about 2 miles above, and 
surprised the Spaniards in their position. 
The latter retreated, after a slight resistanee, 
pursued by the Frendi: It was feared, the 
whole of their artillery would fali intò the 
enemy's hands. The Duke of Albuquerque,- 
had arrived at head quarters. 
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. In the general orders of this day, the army 
was informed, that the charge of three-pencc 
per diem only would be made to those troops 
who had not received .their rations regularly, 
since the 22d of July. During the march, 
a number of bullocks, sheep and goats were 
driven forward for the daily consumption of 
the arm}>\ The provisions were cooked o ver- 
nightfor thefollowingday, and being divided 
into messes, each inan carried, his dinncr in 
his tin. This was in general the arranhe- 
ment Jthroughout the campaigu. 

August the lOth. This day the troops 
halted, butwere kept in readiness to move at 
a momentas notice. It was asserted, tliat the 
Frendi were march ing to the South, by the 
way of Guadaloupe. 

% 

August the 11 th, Yesterday's hàlt proved 
cxtremely serviceable, from the répose it 
aftbrded to the troops and to the horses of the 
artillery, whose labours had been very severe 
for some days past.—The Spaniards indeed 
declared, that the road by which the army 
marched over the mouritains, was imprac- 
ticable, but5 contrary to their opinion, the 
wholeof the artillery and siores were ultimately 
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brouíjht fònvard. Manv horses died from 
fctigue, and tile troops, in severai placcs, werc 
obliged to drag the guns and amiiiunition 
waggons up the heights. 

The troops moved off their grouhd at day- 
light, and about cight o?clock, carne upon the 
Iiigh road from Madrid to Cádiz, óne of the 
best in Europe ; shortly afterwards passed the 
ruined village of laracçjo, where are the 
remains of a Moorish castle, and halted about 
mid-day on tlie banks of theElmonte.—Head- 
quarters at Iaracejo. 

Marshal Soult is again in Placeritia. and 
liis out-posts at Coria. Some Britiàh soldiers,- 
who were left sick in that city, fell into liis- 
handsa but have since made their escape, áirti 
arrived at Zarza Major,, where Marshal 
Beresford is at present, with the two brigades 
of infantry, under the conimand of Generais 
Liçhtburne/ and Catlin Crawford. Sir 
H. Wilson has retired into Portugal, after a- 
severe action with part of NeyV corps, near 
the Pass of Banos. The Frendi have their 
piquets on the right bank of the Tagus, oppo- 
siteto Almarazy where General RobertCraw- 
ford' is stationed with a divisiou in' advance; 
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His men bathe in the river, and exchange 
civilities with the enemy, without receiving 
the smallest molestation. 

Cuesta lias thought proper to resign the 
command of his army, and is succeeded by 
General Eçuia. 

By the courtesy of Marshal Mortier, who 
commands at Talavfefa, accounts have been 
reeeíved of the wounded. He has placed 
sentries over the quarters of the ofticers and 
hospitais, to pyevent any of their property 
being pillaged, and has advanced raoney to 
spme out of his own pocket. 

^ 

t 
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LETTER XX. 

Truxiilo.—Tomb of Pizarro, &c. 

Truxiilo, 20tkofAugust, 1809.    , 

Tu is morning, soon after day-break, the 
lst and 4th divisions of tlie army quitted the 
valley d'Elmonle, wi yrbich ttíey had halted 
since the 11 th instant, and .after a march of 
4 leagues, reached Truxiilo, close to wh-ieli, 
the troops bivouaced for the night. »   , 

Truxiilo was forraerly a town of some note, 
but is now only famous for having been the* 
birth-place of Pizarro, at whose house, in 
the square, the coramander of the forces 
'fixed his head-quarters. In the church of 
Santa Anna stood the monument erected to 
his memory, which was entirely demolished 
by the Irench. Small pieees of agate, of 
which the warrior's tomb had been con- 
structed, lay scattered about. Adjoining to 
the church is a deserted nunnery, and a little 
beyond, the ancient Moorish castle, now a 
heap of ruins. 

Mr.   Dillon   of   the   Commissariat,   who . 
was taken  prisoner by the French on tlie 
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27th ult. at Casalegas, anjj subsequeutly 
effected bis exchaiige, arrived this day from 
Talavera. This gentleman brings pleasing 
accounts of lhe wounded, who receive the 
niost humane treatment from the enemy. 
The British prisoners are allowed to have the 
íirst choice of ali articles brought into the 
niarket; and in every possible way, their 
comfort and accommodation. lias been in- 
variably attended to. 

■ 
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LÈ1TÈR XXÍ. 

Rente ôf the British tõ Memfcv—Slioft âccouní of tíie Romaft 
Antiquities in that Gity. 

• * 

Metida, ZOth.of Àugtist, 1809. 

ON the 21st instant, tlic division mafebéd* 
. 3 leagues to the village of Casas dei Puèfto 
de Santa Cíute. 

August the 2£d, to Mayadas, 4 leágiícs, 
sub Jove as usual,—On the following morn- 
ing, the division arrived about noon on the 
banks of the Guadiana, and halted opposite 
Medellin, at the foot of a handsome bridge 
of twenty arches. This day's march was 
nearly 4 leagues. Two miles from the town 
is the field where a severe ençaçement was 
fought, ia April last, betwixt the French 
army, under Marshal Victor, and the army 
of Estremadura, commanded by General 
Cucsta; in whicb, the latter sustained a 
siçnal defeat, ' 

Mcdellin is a small town, with a fine 
Moorish eastle on an eminenee, rising ab- 
ruptly from the banks of the river. The 
whole face of the country, from the valley 



111 

(TElmonte,   was  without   wood,   and   the 
greater part uncultivated,- so that it is dif- 
íicult  to  conceive   whcnce   the   numérous 
towns and villages in this district, drew their 
fuel and subsistenee.    But the same obser- 
vation equally applies to the wholc of Spaia 
throngh whieh the army marched, very dif- 
ferent in appearance from the fertile vallies, 
the rich coro fields, and vineyards bf Portu- ' 
gal.    The residence of a gentleman was no 

, where to be seen, but in the towns: very 
few farm-houses, and here and there, only 
the solitary fiut of a goatherd. 
.   On the 24th. after a most fatiguing.march- 
of 6  leagues,   undér  a   burning- suo,,  the 
division arrived. in the city of Mcrida, and 
Crossing the ancient Roman brklge of.sixty 
arches,. whieh was cohstructcd by Augustus 
Cansar,   28 years   befove Cbrist,   the  troops 
halted on the south bank of the Guadiana, 
-   Merida was. once a. eonsiderable R.oíoan 
station,   and  there  still exist many noble 
rôliques of antiquity, in tolerable preserva- 
tion.    The gate of the temple of Tviars, one 

. of the first edifices to which the enriosity of 
- a, stranger, partic.ularly if a military mau, is 

v 

/ 

ã 
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directed, alone remains entire, and fornis 
the entrance to a modera church, Under 
the inscription Marti sacrum Vitclla pàcuíi, is 
another, illustrative of its present designa- 
tion.—Iam non Marti sacrum sed Jesu Christó 

« 

cousecraturn. 
At a short distance from the scite of the 

temple, three antique Roman altars, which 
were dug up about a century ágo, are placed 
one above another, and form a handsóme 
pedestal, surraounted by the statue of a 
Spanish king. 

The área of the temple of £)iana is now 
fijled by a modern building; but the co- 
lunins, with most of their capitais, remain 
in a perfect state, and are built into the walls 
of the housc, still, however,. in such a way, 
as to leave them fully exposed to view. One 
window of exquisite beaaty, has been care- 
fully prcserved. 

The superb aqueduct, built by the Ro- 
mans, is now in ruins; but several arches 
are still standing, and convey to the mind 
of aspectator, a tolerably just conception 
of its former magriificence. 
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Beyond the pfesent extent of Meriáa, are1 

two amphitheatres; the largest of which is 
supposed to have been the Naumachia. It 
seems more probable, however, that the 
exhibition of sea .fights must have tâken 
place òn an island near the bridge, where' 
are the remains of some considerable works. 
The lesser amphitheatre has been convertei! 
by the Spaniards, into a Pluza de Toros, for: 

which purpose, the arena is now enclosed. 
In front of the Corregidors house,. in the 

square, are seven-beautiful columns of white 
marble, supposed to have belonged to a 
Roman temple. In a streét, a little beyond, 
is an arch of prodigious magnitude, which' 
originally formed- one of the   entrances  of 

• * 

the city, and was, probably, a memorial of 
some great vTctory.    Amongst the ruins of 
án old house, prostráte on the ground, and^ 
neglected, Jay a colossal statue of Diana, as' 
a vestal: the head and arms were gone, butr 

the drapery  of the figure  was remarkably 
fine,  and bespoké the  merit of tlie artistv 
Jn the principal court- of the ancient-Moor- 
ish castlé, is thebath of Diana-, to' whídi the 

_— L 
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descent is tty a passage of 50 steps. A niQ.st 
beautiful pilastre òf the composite order, was 
placed at the entrance. .    . 

. A little beyond the castle, are the remains- 
of some buildings, which, from their,situation. 
and appearance, are conjectured to ha^rebeen 
the public baths df the Romans. 

Abouta mile from the city andnear to the 
modern aqueduct, is the circus where the 
chariot raceswere held. By the situation of 
the Roman gate, under which, the high road 
from Madrid passes, and the ruins of the 
v/alls,- an idea. may be formed of the ancient 
boundaries of this city, which must have been 
of greatextent. Indeed, tradition says, .that 
Merida contained 150,000 inhabitants.   * 

After thebattle of Medellin,.asmaUFrench 
force had possession of the castle for, some 
•weeksi and" barricaded the bridge, to prevent 
the passage of a Spanish corps which was 
posted on the opposite bank of the Guadiana.; 

. At length, the Spaniards forced- their way 
under the fire of a few guns.which the enemy 
Kad-mouiited-, and^passed throHgh the.city to, 
a height, cpmmanding the castle which they 
were preparing to cannonade, when a consi- 
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derable body of French cavairy ftiade their 
appcarance. The Spaniards coiiceivins them 
to be the adyance of Victor^ army, retired 
wíth precipitation, which gave the garrison 
an opportunity to makc good their retreafe 
uiimolested, bcing covered bys the cavalrjr.   ■ 

s)   .: 
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LETTER  XXir. 

The lst division of thc British encainp on tlic   Banks of thc. 
Guadiana.—Positions of the Frendi. 

" Talatcva de Rcal> lllh Seplemkr, 1809. 

. At day-break, on the 2d instant, General 
Sherbrooke s division moved off on the road 
to Badajos, and about íl o'clock, halted 
within 2 milesof the villa2;e of Lobon. 

Next day the troops advanced at the same 
early hour, and after a mareh of 2 leagues, 
construeted huts, on a plain watered by the 
Guadiana, about half ã league from the in- 
considerable town of Talavera la Real, and 
4 from Badajos, where head-quarters were 
established. 

The followins are understood to be the 
present positions of the French corps :— 

Víctor's division is betwixt Talavera de la 
Reyna and La Mancha; Sebastiani, who 
was wounded on the 28th óf Jnly, is in La 
Mancha; Mortier at Oropesa; Arzobispo, 
and Naval Moral, and Marshal Ney, after 
his engagement with Sir Robert Wilson, re- 
turned to Salamanca. 
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On the 13th, Lord Blantyre arrivéd with 
the 2d báttalion of the 42d regiment, to join 
General Cameron's brigade ; and ou the fol- 
lowing day," General Catlin Crawford^s bri- 
gade, consisti ng bf the 2d battalions of the 
28th, Honorable Lieutenant-Colonel Aber- 
crombiè; 34th, Lieuteiiant-Cólonel Maister, 
and 39th, Lieutenant-Colonel Wilson, forded 
the river at this plaee, on their route to joiri 
Lieutenant-General HilTs division at Mon~ 
tejo, Puebla Nova and Torremáyor. 

This morning a troop of hprse artilleiy 
raarched to relieve Captain Ross^ troop at 
Merida; the latter having lost a great num- 
ber of horses ia the retreát from Talavferà. 

Preparations are now making for the 
removal of the guardsinto Badajos, which 
the brigade anticipate with mu eh satisfaction, 

^ * 

having been constantly in the field since the 
latter end of June. 

The army lias become very sickly. This is 
considered the most unhealthy time of the 
yéar, but the approaching rainy season ié 
expected to clear the air and dispel the pesA 

tilential feArer, so fatal to the troops. The 
Guadiana,   at   this  period/   is  reckoned  so 
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tinwhólesome, -that the Spaniàrds will not 
use the water, or eat of tíie fish táken in it; 
Another reasdn assigiíed for this-repugnance, 
is, tliàt after the battlé of Mctleilin, a con- 
siderable number of the síain were thrown 
into the river. 
. The Marquis of Romana having taken bis 
seat atSevilIe, as one of the supreme Junta, 
h sueceeded by the Duke dei Parque ia the 
command of liis army, Head-quarters at 
Ciudad Rodrigo. The Duke ôf Albuquerque, 
wit-h about 10,000 men,. is stationed.in front, 
beyond.Merida; and General Eguia has piw 
•ceeded. to join Venegas in La Mancha, witli* 
the remaíhder of Cuesta's army, upwards of 
20,000 men.       •   •    #   ■ 

.. 



119 

LETTER XXIIÍ. 

*Thc Guards go into Cantonmcnts in Badajos.—Lieutenant-Gcncral. 
Sherhrookc  rceeivcs  the Ordcr of the Báth,—Viscount Wel- 
lington^ Gala. 

T 

Badajos, lòth Octoba; 18Q9. 

THE Giiàrds quitted their encarapment of 
huts on the 9th of October, and marcbed 
into quarters at Talavera • la Real. At the 
same time, General Cameron"s brigade took 
the road to Lòbon. N.ext moming, the 
o*uards resumed their march, and about'noon, 
arrived in the city of Badajos, the capital of 
tbeprovince of Estremadura.. The Oífícers 
were quartered upon the inhabitants, and the 
inen in convents. 

Badajos contains 6 monasteries, the same 
number of nunneries, and a population of 7 
to 8000. The fortifications are partly an- 
cient, partly modera: the fine Roman bridge 
o ver the Guadiana, is defended by a tete de 
pout9 on which, .a few guns are mounted. 
On the right bank of the river, stands the 
fort of St. Christoval, which commands the 
city. Badajos was twice besieged by the 
Portuíniese, but never taken! 

/ 
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On the 7th instant, the commander of the 
forces gave-an entertainuient upon the occa- 
sion of Lieutenant-General Sherbrooke being 
invested with the insígnia of the Bath. Im- 
mediately after the ceremony, a royal salute 
was fircd. About 8 o'clock the nobility and 
principal inhabitants of Badajos began to 
assemble at Loid Wellington's, and after a 
few songs froin the ladies; the bali was opened 
witíi an English country dance, by a General 
Officer and Donna Anna Fortunata, of Elvas. 
The dancing coutiuued until midnight, when 
supper was announced. The party broke 
up about 2 o clock. 

-' 

UM. 
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LETTER XXIV, 

Birth-Day of Fcrdioand VII.—The Public Promeiíadc of Badajoz 
Tertullia.—Rewarks.—Situatioo of tlie Freacli Corps. 

Badejos, 29lk Oclobcr, 1809. 

THE Hth instant being the birth-day of 
Ferdinand, a royal salute was íired from the 
ramparts. ' 

In the afternoon tliere was a numerous 
assemblage on the Almada, the public pro- 
menade, or prado of this city, uear the ri ver, 
where the inhabitants, of ali rauks, are ac-- 
customed to take the air. Several beautifui. 
women were present, who attracted attention 
by their engagiug, yet nòt imrnodest looks, 
and the graceful ease of their carriage. The 
veil, which is universally worn, no louo-er 
serves to conceal their faces, and the touíc 
ensemble of their simple and elegant dress, 
is admirably adapted to display a fine form 
to the best advantage. 

A short religious ceremony, pecuhar to 
this nation, is deservinç of notice. At sun- 
set, everyevening, the bells of the convento 

/ 
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and churches are tolled for a few moments» 
On heáring th is signal, the people ceasc con- 

* versing witji. each other and quit their occu- 
pations, and ali in silence,  address a short 

• - * 

' prayer to the protecting power, which-has 
brought them in safety to the close of another 
dày. ' 
* There are no públicplaces of amusement 
in Badajos.; but one Lady Donna Payha^ 
opens her liouse every night to the best 
Society and the British Officers, wh o are 
received with the utm.ost politeness, Con-' 
versation, cards, the song and dance, sue- 
ceed each other, and form wlmt is called the 
tertullia, similar in most respects to a London 
route. 

On the above evening, the tertullia was 
particularly well attended. • The young and 
lovely Marchioness DsAlmeida and the liando 
some widow Donna Manuela, were the ad- 
mired and principal ornaments of the assem- 
bljr, * There were several other ladies presenfc,: 

who maintained* the reputation of their 
country for the beauty of iis women. In 
general, the Spanish ladies are elegantly 
formed; and spare no páins ih the decoration 

—_>- 
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of their persons. They are remarkably mild 
and cngaging in their manner and address, 
but few of them speak any languagc èxcept 
their own, and the education of ali is «xv 
tremely confined. À Spanish lover is-certain ' 
of seeing íris misíress, at least, onceaday- 
as nothiug but indisposition prevenis ali 
classes from atteiidinç clmrcli.    The Diienna cr* 

still fornis part of lhe establishment of a 
Spanish houschold, but without hcr former 
authority and privileges. Ladies of a certain 
rank,. never stir abroad without a female 
attendant, who, if they are young, is about 
their" own-age, and-more a companíon d is- * 
posed to promote their wishes, than a rigid 
observer of their actions. 

« 

About 10 o'cIock, the commander of the 
forces and partof his staff arrived. The 
-vvidow Donna Manuela, accompanicd on the 
guitar by Senhor Fuentes, sung a Spanish 
ballad in* a;pleasing style, and with inucli 
taste. A country dance was afterwards 
formed; at the end of which, Donna Josepha 
Easquez danced a bolera, playing the casta- 
neís at the same time, in a rnost gracefut 
manner.    The same  v.ounç ladv and Donna 
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Pavna, irrthe course of the eveninç, enter- 
tained the corapany with their favoíírite 
national dance, the Fandango» 

The Spanish. gentlemeíi have a natural 
reserve, and an appeararice óf liautcur abotit 
them, which, at íirst sight, is cálculated to 
displease. They have for some years past, 
adopted the Frendi mode of dress, and the 
Portuguesa have followed their example ia 
this res[>eçt. They are remarkably lemperate 
in their manner of living, althòugh, on par- 
ticular occasions, they indulge in drinking 
hot-spiced wines to excess. It is the fashion 
ío dine at an early hour, and ali ranks afterr 
wards takc the siesta, at which time, thç 
houses and shops are shut up, and the most 
populous cifey, during this part of the after- 
nooh, appears to be" quite deserted and wrapt 
in the silence of the grave. This is oriè 
reason, perhaps, why the British have nôt 
been admitted to their tables, as they may 
irot eh use, ôut„of compliment to any foreigu- 
ers, to forego their national customs. 

On the 21st, 2 . pfivates of. the guards 
arrived, who made their escape from Madrid 
on the 15th ult,   They report, that above 20 



125 

British Officers, taken at Talavera, marched 
on thc lOth for France. The prisoners uni- 
formly receivethe most humane treatment 
from thè enemy. 

On the Ist of September, Marshal Ney 
was-at Salamanca, with 14,000. men; Sotilt 
at Placentia, Zarza Major, and Coria, with 
8000; Victor's head-quarters at Oropesa 
and'4000; Marshal Mortier at Talavera, 
with 10,000 men, and General Sebastiani is 
said to be in motion to the South, with a 
division of nearly the same strength. 

The Honourable Captain Alexander Gor«* 
don, who went with a flag of truce to the 
French out-posts, has brought intelligence 
of Áustria having made peace with France. 

Beside the brigade of Guards, the Ist bat- 
talion of the 40th, and 3d of the 27*It 
regiments, are quartered in Badajos. The 
duties of the fortress are taken by the Spanish 
troops. 

( 
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LETTER XXV. 

Escape of two British Officers frora Madrid, &c. 

.     Badajos,.20lh Novcmlicr, 18C£>. 

Twa officers of the 6lst regimen t,- who 
had been wounded and taken prisoners at 
Talavera, arrived bere on the 9th instant, 
having escaped from the conventMn which 
they were confined at Madrid, Théy rc~ 
mained .concealcd in that cit}r for 8 days, 
and on their way hither, passed through the 
Spanish army . in La Mancha; General 
Ariezaga had. his head-quartérs at Damiel ; 
Colonel Roche' and Lo rd Macduff were 
with him.. From the proximity of the 
enemy, a battle may be expected soon to 
take place, but the Spanish leader has.it iu 
his.power to avoid aji engagement. . 
-On íhe 12 th' instant the Commander of the 

forces returned from Cadiz, where the 
Marquis Wellesley has embarked on his re- 
turn to Ençland. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Stapleton Cottôn 
rcmains at Merida, with the principal part 
of the  British cavalrv.    General Hiirs divi» 
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sion of infantry at Montego, Puebla, &c, 
The light infantry under Brigadier-General 
Kobert Crawford at Campo Mayor. Major- 
Gencral Cole at Olivenza, and Brigadier-Ge- 
neral Cameron atLobon and Almondarelehy. 

The Spaniards under Lieutenant-General 
Don Luis Bassecourt, occupy a line betwixt 
Merida and lhe Tagus. HeatUquarters at 
Truxillo. 

r 

» 
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•    LETTEH XXVI. ' 

Rcsiarks ou some of thc Icading features of the Carripaign.—In 
consequence of lhe Army of La Mancha under General Ariezaga* 
beirig defeated, thc British hreak up from Spain.—Roufe of tlie 
fimt division.—Thc Guards at thc iiead of the column rcach 
Abrantes, passing llirough the following places ou their marcli.— 
Eivas.— Barbaeena.— MoM forte.—Portalegre.-—Gafcte and' 
Gavio.—Siçk Icft at Abrantes. 

Abrantes, IGth Dccember, 1809. 

THE events which followecl the evermemo- 
rable battle of Ta [avera, so glorious to thc 
British arms, and which at first .seemed" to 
promise the greatest advantages to the cause 
of the península, have been already detailéd 
in the preceding letters. 

Iii reviewing these events> a variety of re- 
flections naturally present themselves, and 
the mind sickens at the melancholy conse- 
querices of the imbecility of those chieis, to 
whose guidance the Spanish annies were en- 
trusted; who by their futile plans conceived 
without judgment, and attempted to be car- 
ried inío execution without ability, disap- 
pointed alike the hopes of their country and 
the British leader, who in vain looked forward 



129 

to àny co-operâtion which might produce á 
,   beneficiai result to tlie geiierafcau.se. 

On  Sir.Arthur Wellesley raarchingfrom 
Talavera with the avowed intention of attack- 
ing. Marshal Soult at Placentia, Guesta ought 
to liave moved fonvard with his army,- and 
taken post on the right bank of the Alberche, 
with' one corps passed over that tiver, and 
strong piquets of cavairy to watch the enemy. 
The cffect of this movement on the opera- 
tions of the British must be obvious ; and it 
"will not be douhted by military;men,   that 
had   Cuesta   assumed   this  attitude,   which. 
wquld have enabled him to intercept ali com- 
ínunication betwixt the Frendi armiés, and 
máintained his position as agreed upon, the 
Commander of the forces would have  been 
again successful ina rencontrewith theFreneh ' 
who had arrived at Placentia, although their 
number was upwards of 50,000, composed of: 

the remains of Marshal Soulfs division which 
had escapcd' from   Oporto,   with   those   of 
Ney and Mortier. - The' British troops were 
flushed with victory,  they placed an  entire- 
confidence   in    their   general,  and   were- to 
be opposed to the corps of lhe same enemy % 

K 
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whom  they hacl  rèccntly defeafed  in   the* 
most signal manuer.    There were other ch- 
cumstances   also  highly   favourable to   the 
Bfitish  contínuing to   act   on a  system of 
offensive varfare; the army had been- rein- 
fórced by  the addition of General  Robert 
Crawford\s fine brigade of light infantry, and 
á troop of horsc artillery.   Marshal-Beresford 
was on the frontier, threatening the enemy's 
rear, whilst tliat active and enterprising officer,. 
Sir Robert Wilson, made a rapid march across 
the mountains and alarmed his left. 

This.vas  the" state of aífairs, xthen the 
British army, by the unexpected  march of 
General Cuestafrom Talavera, was compelled 
to retire to the left bank of the Tagus, foi- 
lo\Ved by the Spanish troops. À considerable 
númber of lhe lâtter withdrew into the moun^ 
fàins of La Mancha,.where, if unable to offer 
any obstacle to the progress of the French,, 
they were at least, in a staté of immediate 
•security and daily acquiring nurabers.  Mean~ 
tfhile, tile British fell back upon the frontier, 
attcí occupied the line of the Guadiana, the 
adVahee being at Merida.   At the same time, 
that the troops were easily subsistcd i'n this' 
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positim, the safety of the province of Anda* 
lusia was cnsured, as the enemy çould not 

• attempt to penetrate into the Sierra Morena, 
with the British army on his right flank. In 
other respects, Iiowever, the position was not 
&n eligible one, and it may be fiúrly presumed, 

• lhat the Comniander of the forces went into 
cantonments on the Guadiana, for the pur- 
pos.es of giving confidence to the arrçiy of La 
Mancha, and of encouraging the people to 
persevere in the cause, but more particularly 
to aíFord the Spanish nation * an opportunity 
of reforming its government, and of choosiug 
new mcn to direct their measures in the 
cabinet, and cqnduct thèir armies in the field. 
The arriv.al of the Marquis Wellesley, whose 
abilities and cxperience might naturally be 
expected, nòt only to aid such a reform, but 
to point out to the Spaniards, those measures 
which ought to be adopted, to call forth the 

• military and financial resourccs of the country, 
.to administer them with juçlgment and pru- 
dence, was another circumstance which might 
havehad considerable weight in deciding on 
the necessity of remaining in Spain, until 
the goVernment of England should .be  ac- 

K 2 



quainted with his opinion of the real senti-7 

ments of the people, lhe capacity of their 
rulers, and the numbers and discipline of their 
annies, 

By such or similar motives, the Coniraandor' 
of the forces appears to have been actuated. 
The low flat plains of Spanish Estramadura, 
and nearly the whole of the country watered 
by the Guadiana, have bcen noticed by dif- 
fereht writers as the nTOst unhealthy part of 
the península. The Briiish Iroops were, un- 
happily, destined to prove lhe truth of this 
i-emark, and numbers of the brave fellowSy 
whose constitutions had borne up agahist ali 
the fatigues and privations of the campaign, 
sunk under the baneful influence of this dc- 
struetive climate. The state of inactiòn,. in 
which the troops nòw remained, proved too 
sudden a chance after their extraordinary 
exerlions, cluring the retreat from Talavera, 
and was, doubtless, anotlier cause of thé 

| •     sickaess which  spread   rapiclly  throughout 
ij the ami}-, to counteract which, orders were 

«nven, that theyshouldbe frequently exercised 
[ rnshort marches, whenever the weather per- 

mitted.    Tlie end of áutumn,  and the latter 
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part of a cainpaign, produce the same .effects 
in ali armics; besides, it was observed, that the 
prevalence of ínalignant fevcrs -was greater at 
íhis period, both in Spam' and Portugal, 
than had becn known for several prcceding 
years. 

The communication with Lisbon, "by either 
bank of the Tagus, continued uninterrupted; 
indeed, the eneniy evinced no disposition to 
make auy raoveraent towards the quarter in 
whieh the British anny was stationed. 

. The Marquis of Romana was atSeville. 
where .he had taken his seat .as one of the 
Supreme Junta, buteven the accession of his 
councils, dictated .as thcy were by talent and 
.undoubted patriotism, failcd tò inspire a con- 
fidence of this governmcnt in the minds of the 
people, and those measures, which were a]one 
calculated to rouse .the energies of the 
Spaniards in the cause ,of liberty, and direct 

.their efforts with the liappiest eflect, still 
remained untried. 

• * 

A sudden and fatal blojv was now about to 
be str.uck, and the geníus of freedom seerned. 
overwliclnied bv the dire calamity. 

\ 
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The anny of La Mancha, to the eh ief com- 
inar] d òf Vhreh, Lieutenant General Dou 
Juan de Ariesaga had been appointed, was 
higlily respectable, bbth in numbers and the 
component parts of which it was formed. A 
plan of operations was said to havebeen drawn 
up and submited to this general bj the Baron 
de Croisard, an intelligent officer and Com- 
imissroiwr írom tíre Emperor of Áustria to 
the Spanish annies. Whethfcr this plan, 
which had for its object to ÍMve the Frendi 
'ontof Madrid, and beyond the Banks of the 
Ebro, by a series of manoeuvres, without 
risking a battle, \vonld have been successfnl 
or not, it is impossible to sêfy, as the Spanish 
"chief did not think proper to adopt it; but 
contràry to the wislíes and opinioh of ali 
around him, and to every principie of pru- 
dence or of mihtary tacties, General Ariesaga, 
m an tmhappy monrent, blindly rcsolved to 
■quit the monntains, and descending into ttie 
plains to commit himself wrfch new formed 
levite against the Veteran troops of ÍYance. 
The whole Sotith of'Spain, by 'the dispersion 
of Ariesagas' artnyaíterthe im fortim ate battlc 
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©f Ocana, lay open to tlie incursious of-the 
-enemy, and it became no longer necessary or 
dcsirable in a miiitary point of vicw, to 
í-etain the British army on the borders of 
Estramadura. At 8 on the morning of the 
Sth instant, the guards marehed froui Ba- 
.dajos with a brigade of heavy six-poun- 
ders, imder the comraand of Captain &aw- 
«on, followed on successive days by the 
Kings German legion  and General Came- 
ron's brigade. 

The preceding day was the festival of the 
. Virgin, whieh is always kept with raucji. re- 
Jigious pomp and ceremony by the Spauiards. 

- Hjgh mass was celebrated in the cathedral, 
*p-hich is of Moorish architecture, the interior 
hun<* entirely with crimson velvet and gold. 

.The ceremony, at ali times solemn and im- 
pressive, was interrupted by the sudden 
fainting of one of the pfficiating canons* a 
venerable priest, 85 years of age. On 
being carned i.nto the open air, he reeo- 
yered.—Several saltites ,in honor of the saint 
were fired finara the raraparts, and in the 
evening the principal inhabitants.assembled 
in their best attire on tlie Almada. 

ju 
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At tbe disíance of a league from Badajos, 
on the road to Elvas, the brigade forded a 
smalt ri ver, the Caya, which in its course to 
the Guadiana, forras the boundary of the 
two kingdoms, and re-enlered Portugal after 
an absence of five months. A little after 
niid-day the guards reached Elvas, which at 
the time was the principal depôt of the sick 
and wounded. This city, sealed on a-hill, 
is. one of the strongest places in Portugal. 
On an eminence stands the celebrated fort 
built by General Count la Lippe, and called 
after his narne. A very noble aqueduct sup- 
plies Elvas with water. 

On the lOtb, to Barbacèna, two long 
Jeagues over a heath, cloathed with guiíi 

• schistus, myrtle and rosemary, and here and 
there a clump of olive trees.—The day re- 
markably cold, with a thick haze. At 1 the 
3d guards arrived in the viliage.- 

On the Uth to Montforte, the same dis- 
tance as yesterday ; the country ihrough 
which the road lay was extremeiy picturesque 
and well wooded. JMontforte is a lown of 
some note, with an ancient castíe now ih 
ruins.     Here is a monastery and nunnery, 

/ 
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tiie latter dedicated to Santa Francisca. The 
nuns who appeared at the grate were more 
agreeable and liveiy in their manners than is 
usual ly found m the recíuse inhabitants of a 
oenvent. 

* December the 12th, to Portalegre 20 miles ; 
the face of the country extremely beautiful, 
the greater part a forest of fine oak, cork 
and pine -trees. This city is the see of a 
bishop, and contains two monasleries, three 
minneries, . and about 5000 inhabitants; it. 
is.romantically situated. on a hill, and the 
surrounding country appears well cultivated. 
Here the brigade re-united, the Coldstream 
having proceeded from Elvas by a different 
route, through the towns of San^ Olaia and 
Absumar on the rielrt. 

Ilalte.d on the 13th, which allowed the 
officcrs an opportunity of visiting the bishop*s 
palace and cathedral ; the latter a.very noblc 
modern pile.  • 

On the foiiowing day the brigade marchcd 
by Apalhao to Gafeté, 16 miíes. Soon after 
leaving the beautiful environs of Portalegre. 
the column entered oh a wild uncultivated 
district, and about 4 o'clock halted in this 
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misêrable place:    The road throughout was 
rugged,   and the guns  ira front could  only 
<proceed slowly, which obstructed the march 

[ l of the  troops.    Thère   not  being suíficient 
•accommodation in Gafeto, the light infantry 
and artillery wcnt forward to the small town 
of Toloza. 

! Yesterday theguards rcached Gavio, about 
I ,      3 in the afternoon, having marehed 4 leagues 
j   . •      íjhrough a country similar in appearance  to 

that over which the troops liad passed on the 
preceding day, uotil they approached the 
banks of theTagus, when the scenery becauie 
at once bold and picturesque. 

The road this morning led the whole 
• distance 18 miles, through a beautiful dis- 

trict, in a Une with the course of the Tagus. 
The appearance of the' castle of Abrantes 
fr.om the south bank of the ri ver liad an 
imposing air of grandenr. About o P.M. 
the brigade crossed the bridge of boats, 
and ascended the eminence on which the 

"town stands, in the midst ,of a fertile 
country. 

Durins:    the  whole  of   the   march  from 
Elvas,, the troops werc cheerfully supplied 

ii 
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by the inhabitants with whatever they had 
for sale, at a moderate rate ; they often 
expressed their fears that th.e British were 
tipon the pbint-of withdrawing from Por- 
tugal. Guides were provided at jeach stage 
on the route. , 

& 
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LETTER XXVII. 
• * 

Marcb of thc Guards to Leyria, árc. 

Lei/ria, 29/A Dccembcr, 1809. 

ON the 17th instant the brigade halted in 
Abrantes, where the sick of the army were 
embarked on the Tagus for Lisbon. 

The naturally strong situatión of the town, 
(wíiich must be considered the key of the 
Tagus,) is improving by works constructed 
under the direction of the royal engineers. 
A considerable magazine had been formed 
here during  the time   the  British  were   in 
Spain. 

The stormy and boisterous night of the 
17th was succeeded by a lovely morning ; 
and the guards . again bent their way to 
Punhete, over the vale of Abrantes, which 
is esteemed the granary of Portugal. The 
orange-trees tinted with the yellow foliage 
of aututen, and bending beneath the weight 
of their golden fruit, gave a richness to the 
scenery  which vied   with   the   beauties of 
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kmimct. Soon after mid-day the brigade ar- 
lived in the village, and occupied their forracr 
cantonments. The inhabitants received them 
witli kindness, and expressed their deep re- 

« ♦ • 

sret for the fate of those wlio had fallen in 
the battle of Talavera. 

On the following day the guards continued 
their niarch, and about 2 o'clock in the after- 
noon reached Thomar. The brigade was 
again quartered in thecònvent of Clirist. 

Marshal Beresford has his head quarters 
in this city, and General Miranda isalso 
liere, with  Uvo brigades of infantry. 

Yeslerday the guards arrived in Leyria 
about 3 in the afternoon, having haltedon 
the. preceding night at Ourem. The roads 
tfrom Punhete were rendered very bad by 
the late rains. 
. Briííadier-General Coleman commands the 
"<*arrison. which consisls of about 3000 Por- 
tiiíjuese infantry. 

A 
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LETTER XXVIIL 

The Guards aírive at Vizeu.—-Short Account of tbat ancient City* 

•   Fheu, 21st Deccmbcr, 1809. 

YESTEHDAY the brigade of guards wliich 
led the column^during the raarch of the 
British  army through Portugal,   arrived in 
this city. 

On the 22d instant the guards left Leyria, 
and.passing through the towns of Pombal 
and Condiexa, entered Coimbra on Christmas 
Day, Their reception in that city wa$ 
friendly and hospitable, although not distin- 
guished Avith the same lively expressions of 
oTatitude as the inhabitants evineed on their 
first visit, when the British carne to deliver 
them from an enemy whose approacb they 
had for some time awaited with the utmost 
apprehension. 

Coimbra wore a more gay and busy 
appearance than formerly. À number of 
families who had fledfrom their homes were, 
returned ; the restoration of quiet by the 
expulsion   of   Marshal  Soulfs   army   had 
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admitted of the University being re-opened, 
and the youth of Portugal were once more 
pursuing their stitdies. The academic dress 
was uniforin and simple, yet extremely be-. 
comi n ff, o 

The sjardens of Santa Cruz evcn at this 
advanced season of the "year, were stili 
deliçhtful ; the way to them was tlirouçh 
the dormitory of the convent, from which 
a patli led to the quinta or country house, 
seated   in an orange grovc, whcre the holy 

♦ 

brethren of St. Augustine occasionaily retire d 
to relax their ininds from the severity of 
monastic duties. The appcarance of every 
thing about the quinta bcspoke wealth and 
comfort; a suite of apartments terminating 
uri th a billiard-room, opened to a* terrace 
from which there was a eharmins; vicw o ver 

The cellars were 
filled with the produce óf their own vine- 
yards.—During the firststay of the army in 
this city, a table was fcept for the officers at 
Santa Cruz, and a handsome entertainment 
dai-ly provided. 

Next da\r, the 26th, being a festival, was 
eclebrated  with mu eh splendor in the-nun* 

the  extensive sardens. 

/^ 
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íiery of Si. Clave.' On this occasion the 
magnificeht tomb of the foundress Queen 
Isabella, was decorated with a profusion of 
jeweis.and flowers, through which a sniaU 
rill of water was seen to flow. At npon. the^ 
Lady Superior, attired in the robes of the 
order, her train borne by the two eldest 
nuns, entered the chapei, and passing with 
aslow and solenin step to a scat at the upper 
end, around which the nuns were already 
ranged, a beautiful girl in the habit of a 
novice, who sat at the organ, commenced 
the syraphony, after which the anthem was 
sung in full chorus by the sisterhood.    The 
voiceof Maria , the young and inte- 
resting votary ofSt. Gare, within whose holy 
wallsshe had fled for refuge on the first in vasto» 
of Portugal by the Frendi, was distinguished 
above the rest by-its sweetness and variety of 
tone. Charmed with the manners of its 
inhabitants, and the peaceful solitudes of a 

, cloister, Maria , at the early ageof 
17, after passing through a short noviciate, 
voluntarily embraced the veil. A bewitching 
grace sat upon the fair and polished forehcad 
of   the  young  religieuse,   and   the mi!d yet 
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touching expressiòn of her lovely çountenance 
indicated the purity of her níind. 

After high mass the Lady Abbess and 
sevéral of the nuns approacjhèd the grate and 
w.élcomed the ofiiçers again to Coimbra. " 

On the 27th the brigadje ^advânçed- to 
Malheada, 13 miles; and on the. 28th to 
Martigoa, 4 leagues. The rpute J.ay* pyêr 
tliè steep and rugged mòuntain of BusaçOj 
on whose súrarait the towers.of a cpnvent of 
thè order of La Trappc, appeared to rise out 
óf a beautiful wood-. The extensive grounds 
were mclosèd -vithin a lofty wall ; and jt 
js scarcely possible to conceiye ,a more se- 
questered spot than the s.eite ;of this pio- 
nastery.' >  . '        •   * .\ 
; Desçending .the ínountain, the trppps eii-r 
tered a well-cultivated valjey, and about 
3 o'clock arrived in the viilage, wheye the 
3d regiment was with difficulty açcprapip- 
dated. Thé Coldstream prpceeded :tp a 
haralel,   a league beyond, 

On the29th to Tòndella, 4 leagues ; tliís 
little town is situated in a beautiful district. 
Next day, after a march of 15 miles, the 
çuards  reached  this.city;   the  Cp}dstream 

l 

1 
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occupicd the Bishop's Palace; the Sd guarda 
the Convents of St. António, and theCon- 
grégation of Oratory. • 

Vizeu situated in the centre of thé.prbvince 
of Beira,   betwixt   the   Mondego   and   the 
Vouga,  is  an   episcopal city,  and. òf 'great 
antiquity.    The> inhabitants indeed pretend 
that it was founded by thè Turduli, a Gothic 
rate, 500 years before Christ,  and originally 
named  Vatíca ;   but to  support- this  they 
produce   no ": satisfactory   documenta    The 
account which'is coiísídered as niost entitled 
to credit is, that this city was buílt In the 
time of Sertorius by the pro-consul D. Brutus, 
who  called it Vicontium.    Two towers ad- 
joining the cathedral yet remai n,  of-Roman 
construction, on which appear the eagle, and 
the names of Flaccus and Frontinius,  who 
are supposed  to have been the  architects. 
Northward of the city is a Romati camp of 
considerable magnitude, in which the hitherto 
victorious legions of Rpme were conipelled 
to reinam inactive before the town,  by the 
renowned Portuguese general Viriatus, whose 
inemory is held in repute by his countrymea 
to this <lav\    A smalf viliagc/ Alvoka, in the 

 L m 
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vSierra de Es t rei lá, is poiíited • òut as. the 
birth-placé óf this leader, who from beinç 
originally a captam of. banditti, -wàs chosen 
to command.the. Lusitanian army, and be- 
carne'the terror oi\the Ronians. ' 

Vizeu contains two,monasteries> a cònvent 
for nuns, and about 5000 inhabitants.,. There 
is a good weekty market, and the surroúnding 
country is well cultivated.—The peasantiy in 
this disfcrict àré :of a more industrious' dia- 
racter than those of the south. 
, The Beiiedictines -seehied to partake ih the 
general satisfaction excited.by* the arrival of 
the British; and refreshments were presented 
to the officers who visited the «rate. Ali the 
confectionary is inade in the convents, and 
this fornis one source of the revenue of these 
institutions. The nuns of Vizeu were more 
unreserved in their manners than one would 
expect from the secluded life they lead, and 
the nature of their establishment. They 
were sufficiently talkative, and old and young 
had a wonderful share of curiosity to know 
what was passing in the world. 

The bishop is 70 years of age, and resides 
principally   at   a   quinta,   a  short distance 

L 2 
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fróm the city. Some of thé officers went to 
pay lheir respects, and found him dining 
upon a single dish ; his chaplains.seated at 
another table, were also partaking of a very 
frugal repast—this was a little after mid-day. 
The bishop politely rose on their entrance, 
and hastened to express his extreme gra- 
tification  at sèeing   a British army m his 
diocese. 

With the exception of the lst division, the 
■\vhole of the army proceeded to the frontier 
by the route of St, Combadao, after passing 
thrpugh Coimbra. 
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LETTER XXIX. 

Tbe British Army ia Winter Qnarters.—Marshal Tíey summons 
Ciudad Rodrigo, aud Victor overrunning lhe Provinee of 
Andalusia suddenly appcars before Cadiz, ' to which 
place the Honourable General W. Stcwart was .dispatched 
from Lifbon, .with a JBrigade of Infantry.—Skirmisb at tlit 

Out-posts. 

■ftzeii, 20í/í Febníary, 1810. 

EARLY in January, the whole of the British 
army had arrived in their new position, and 
the troops were quietly settled in winter 
quarters. The Commander of the forces 
after a short visit to Lisbon,. for the purpose 
of reconnoitreing thechain of works con- 
structing in its vicinity, had returned to this 
city, in front of which, the main body of his 
infantry was cantoned in the several towns 
and villages on the road to the frontier, 
with the exception of the 2d divisien, and 
Major-General Slade's brigado of cavalry, 
which continued on the line of the Tagus, 
under .the comniand of Lieutenant-General 

Hill. -'   s'"' 
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The out-posts were stationed on the Banks 
of the Coa, and the duty taken by the light 
bngade, and lst Gerraan hussars, nnder the 
orders of Brigàdier-Gencral RobertCrawford. 
The 3d d ivision, Major-General Picton's, was 
the next in advance, supported by the 4th divi- 
sion, Major-General Cole's at Guarda, Ce- 
lerico, and the viilagcs in the valley of the 
Mondego; General Fane's bngade ofheavy 
cavalry was in Coimbra, and the léth lio-ht 
dragoons at St'. Combadao. " 

The' first 6 weeks succeeding the return 
of the British to Portugal; were passed -in a 
state of comparative tranquillity; but within 
the last, a considerable sensation has been 
excited by the movements and demonstra- 
tions of the enemyin various parts of the 
pen insula. 

On the 11 th instant, the ■ Frendi, to the 
nuhiber of 9 or 10,000 approached Ciudad 
Rodrigo at 4 diiferent points. At half-past 
7 m the morning, a flag of truce arrivèd 
with a letter from Marshal Ney, requirin* 
the surrender of this fortress.-The governou 
Don André de Herrasti returned a spiriied 
refusal. 
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-On the following day the enemy bombarded 
the city for several hours, without makingany 
impression. Disappointed in his hope of 
entering Ciudad Rodrigo without resistance, 
Marshal Ney pushed his corps down to the 
river Aqueda, which he crossed at the bridge 
of San Felices, butfinding it impracticable to 
bring his artillery over this pass, he withdrew 
his troops, and has cantoned theni in the 
villases betwixt Ciudad Rodrigo and Sala-; 
manca, leaving a small corps of observation 
on the Aqueda. 

Victor has arrived at Port St Mary's, 
opposite Cadiz, and is inpossession ofSeville, 
and the immense magazines collected by the 
late Junta in that city, which he entered 
without opposition, in the same raanner as 
he did at Jaen, Córdova and Granada, on his 
march to the sou th. Meanwhilc, the remains 
of the army of Là Mancha retircd on Algeziras, 
and the Duke of Albuquerque entered Cadiz, 
mú\ about 10,000 men5 only 12 hours before 
Victor appeared. General William Stewart,- 
who had been detached from Lisbon urith a 
brigade of infantry, has alsb reaclied Çadiz, 
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áòthàthò feafs are now entertaihed-for the 
• safety of that váiuablè pkice. 

Jòséph Baonaparte is \vith Victor's army>-~ 
The French  haVc pWailed 'on ít fèw of the 
prisohèrs táken at Ócàna, to swear aflegiance 
to ílíiii; and the discouraging aspect of affairs, 

. il&ucfes tnany of tlrearmed peasantrjr to return 
iò\heit hómes; b'ut fr is a Wàr of parfcizans, 
thè peasânt ágaiiist the 'soltirer/ and unless 
Joseph • can keep a force 'in eVery to\vn, he 
will not, fora lórig time,beenaVledtó snbdue 
the spirit of the people. The most melanctioly 
feature in the canse òf Spaín is, that hiost of 
the soldiers, when xduted ar dispersed, throw 
áwaytheir arms.   - 

Last month, a Frendi corps of ÍO;OÍOÒoien, 
óf which 2000 were cavahy, passed throúgh 
Vittoria to Burgos, and then struck'off 
óii the; road to Madrid. The caVahy 
appeared good troops, the infantry chiefly 
conscripts. 
' Â smart skirmish took place on the I6th 
instarít át the òut-posts. The eneniyàfter 
dusk, liaving passed á body of 60Ò men 
over   the   Àqueda,    tfas    opposed   by   4 
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companies  of   the   95th   regiment,   undcr t 

Lieutenant Colonel Beckwith, who compelled 
them to retire with a loss of 50  in  killed, 
trounded and prisoners.—On the side of the. 
British, Lieutenant Mercer and 12 men were 
killed.' 

\l 

i 
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LETTER XXX, 

■ m 

Description of the Country round Vizcu.'—Festival of St Joscplrine, 

g* Pira/, Jst March, 1810. 

THE weathcr, which was unusually severe 
during the months of January and Eebruary 
has now become  extremcly mild, and  the 

< 

face of the country in the neighbourhood of 
this eity, appears to great advantage. In 
every direetion are • beautiful walks and 
rides. 

At the distance of a league is a remarkable 
hot spring on the banks of the Dao, a 
mountain torrent, whieh forces its way 
through rocks, in a valley of the most 
picturesque appearance. 

The garden at the bishop's country house 
is a delightful spot, but it yields in point of 
beauty to the quinta of Don José Ernesto, 
about a mile from Vigeu, The road to it 
leads through an avenue of cherry trees 
already in blossom, to the Yal de Besteros 
or Valley of Cattle, at the head of which, the 
house and grounds  are situated,     At each 

**. 
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step lhe scenèry becomes more romantic,: 
and is. uncommonly rich.in ali its features. 
The vale  is bounded  by  a chain of hills,. 
the  Sjerras  de   Caramulá,   whose  summits 
at this moment are covered with snow. 

But the grate of thè Benedictine nunnery 
posséssed more, charms for the British. 
officers than ali the beauties of the surround- 
ing district.—A regard for the eternal welfare 
of the nuns had induced.the venerable bishop 
to express his displeasure to the Lady Abbess 
at their frequent visits; but this interference. 
on the part of his reverence, was not attended 
with any visible effect.    • 

Xesteiday the churcli of the convent was 
filled atan early hour, it beins the. festival 
of lheir saint, whose. image was, adorned 
withjewels, a numberof wax tapeis burninw 
before it, and the grand altar lighted up 
and embellished in a similar manner. The 
service of the day comnlcnced, and ali 
in silence listened to the sweet voices of the 
nuns, at times interrupted by the .hollow 
tones of the officiating monks, who were 
celebrating high mass at the altar.—-Ao-ain 
theharmony of the choir broke upon the ear, 
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accompanied by the loud swell of the organ; 
and after a short pause, Sister Joamia 
Terpetuza sung a solo in a deep and powerful, 
yet melodious strain.—She was followed by 

• Maria. Benedita, who acquitted herself witli 
jnuch taste and execution in a difficult hymn. 
At this moment, a friar of the order of St. 
Francis entered the church, and kneeling on 
the steps of the altar, pvayed for a short 
time; aftcr which, he ascended the pulpit 

m 

and delivered a sermon extempore.—When 
his discourse, which did not seem to make 
nruch impression upon the auditory, was 
ended, an anthem was chãunted by the 
whole of the nuns in full chorus.—Donna 
Antónia Maria, the.fair novice of St.Josephine, 
played on the organ with a masteily hand. 

\ \ 
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WF      LETTER  XXXI. 
-* 

fjituatipn of the French Cprps—Remarks on tbe War in the. 
Península.—Geueral Robcrt Crawford tbrows hirasclf into Fort 
Cohecption. 

Vizeu, 14tk March, 1810. 

THE corps of the enemy are gathering fast 
aroutid this kingdom, and form a cordon 
from Çorunna to Cadiz. According to recent 
information, Junot is at St. Jago (betwixt 
Corunna and Vigo) and Marshal Ney con- 
tinues on the right bank of the Aqueda, be- 
twixt Ciudad Rodrigo and the bridges of 
Zamora and Ledesma, with liis out-posts at 
San-Felices, three leagues from theadvan.ee 
of Lord Wellington's army at Almeida. 

On the other side of the Sierra de Franeia, 
Marshal Soult is stationed, with his head- 
quarters at Placentia, securing with his right 
the important pass of Banos. 

Mortier is at Talavera la Real, and his corpy 
is cantoned in that town and the neighbouring 
ones, Almondarelehy, Zafra, Valverde and 
OHveiíza. 
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The enemyare said to be strengthenifig 
Burgos, and tliere are ò to 6000 men in thàt 
city, and about the same number in Val- 
ladolid. At Burgos, tlie Frendi issued a 
proclamation, offering pardon to such armed 
peasants of the guerilla (sharpshooters) as 
sliould retum to their homçs. 

These detached corps of mounted peasants 
had cut off an~ cscort near Vittoria, of 300 
Frencli bullocks going to the army, and put 
ali the party to death.- There is also an armed 
force of this description which hovers round 
Madrid and annoys the enemj^s convoys. 
•   There   are   occasional    reports   of  large 
reinforcementsto the French army passíng 
through Bayonne, but every thing remains 
quiet upon the fróntier, and the enemy has 
not renewed bis attempt on Ciudad Rodrigo. 
This calm, however, may be the forerunnerof 
a storm, for the designs of Buonaparte against 
the independence of the península, are of a 
nature not to be doubted. . The patriotism of 
the Spaniards, although chilled and repressed 
by the imbecility of their governmént and the 
gigantie efforts of GreafBritain in defenceof 
an injured and insulted nation have hitherto 

_ 



159 

foiled the plans, and blasted the liopes of the. 
tisurper; but now that he can give his undi- 
"vided attention to an object of so mucli im- 
portance as annexing tlie resources of tlris 
immense territory to the powcr of F rance, by 
placing the crown of Spain securely on his 
bròtherV liead, it is-impossible not to feel 
considerable anxiety for the ultimáte result 
of this «reat contes t.    - o 

'Withiii these fewdays, General Robert 
Crawford has pássed the frontier with the 
light division and a troopof horse artillery, 
and thrown himsclf into Fort Cóftception, 
two* miles " beyónd AInieida. — Deserters, 
xhicfly Germans, frcqucntly come o ver, but 
from themlittlé iriformaiiòn cari be obtained. 

The sick of the army are sent every 
Monday to Fozdao, where they embark on 

» 

.the Mondego for Figueira, and from thence 
proceed to Lisbon. 

\\ 
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LETTER XXXII. 
» 

The Frcuch 'are  making PrcpaYations for the Sicge of Ciudac? 
Rodrigo, &c. 

Vizai, UHt Aprtl, 1810. 

OJST the 22d ultimo, Mortier's head quaiv 
ters were at Zafra, with 5000 men, and Merlé 
at Meridia with 3 to 4000, hàving his out- 
postsatTorremayor, &c. The whole of the 
enemy's force in Estramadura, does not 
exceed 15,000 men. Romana is at Badajos, 
-and Balasteros, with the right of his army 
at Olivenza, wherc the .French were for 

| some time; the left extends to Albuquerque, 
\^ and lhere are some troops in Campo Mayor. 

The number of Spaniards bearing arms is 
about 15,000, and as many more in training. 
The French are supposed to have not more 

) ' than 25,000  meu to  the southward of the 
Sierra Morena. 

The 2d division of infantry is at present 
f quartered   in   Portalegre. — Major-General 

Slade's brigade of cavairy at Apalhao and 
Abrantes.— Lieutenant-General   Hill  is in 

i\ 
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cõmmimication with Badajos, and his light 
' troops ave at Nisa and Villa Velha to observe 

the movements of the eneray, should Regnier 
attempt to push a corps along the left bank 
of the Tagus. 

Brigadier-General Howarth, and another 
troopóf horse artillery have arrived at Lisbon. 

The force under Marshal Ney is said to be 
inçreased from loto 25,000 men: with him- 
are Generais Loison, Laberde and the younger 
Kellerman. Forty of Ney's body guards 
deserted the other day.—Frequeiit skirmishes 
-take place at the out-posts, in which the 
British are uniformly successfuh 

Colonel Trant has proceedçd from Oporto 
with 3000 men to defend the strong Pass of 
Salamonde, should Junot endeavour to 
penetra te into Portugal by that route* 

Iiead-quarters moved on the 14th instant 
to Cea, a small town on the acclivity of the 
Estrella, the largest mountahi in Portugal, at 
the distance of 6 leagues from Vizeu. Upon 
its summit are two lakes, from the greater, 
two of the principal rivers in this kingdom, 
♦lie Mondego and Zêzere take their rise; the 
Alva derives its source from the lesser.    The 

M 
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countiy:is highly beautiful and romaiitic, and 
tbe green Vallies at the foot óf the Estrella, 
forin  a remarkable- conírast with  its snow 
covèred sides. 

On   the ' 19th   instant   Lord Wellington. . 
returned to Vizeu. 

This morning, two Spanish deputies arrived- 
frorn Ciudad Rodrigo, to- request the Com- 
mander of the forces' would move up to the- 
relief of that city, in the event of its being 
attacked,. for which the French appeared to. 
be making serious preparation. 

■■■■■likM 
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r -x+ LETTER XXXIII. 

The British move up to Uic frontiers.—Ilcad-quarters at Celerico, 
>—Marshal Beresford at Fornos.—Àstorça surrenders to Jtmot. 
—Masscna arrivcs at Salamanca.-—City of Guarda. 

.    Celorico, 20/A May, 1810. 

ABOUT 1 o'clock on the morning of the- 
2/th instant, aa order was issued for the 
guards to advance, eách man "carrying 3 days 
provisions, and biscuit for six days ou • 
mules. Although this order was equally sud- 
den and unexpected, yet the whole were in 
readiness.at the appolnted hour, and marched 
from Vizeu, with the good wishes of the in- 
habitants, to Mongualde, 2 ieagues,- where 
tliebrigade arrived soon after mid-day. ' The 
country on the right, was extremei y beauti- 
fui and picturesque. ' The weather. hazy, 
with jreqtient showers; Sir Stapleton Cat- 
ton's head-quarters, were at the magnificent 
mansion of the Paez family. General 
Cameron's brigade, under lhe command of 
Lo rd Blantyre, marched from Mongualde 
this morning, and the whole of the anny was 

M2 
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in motion, to take up a position nearer the 
frontier. The Commander of the forces ' 
passed througli to Cclerico. The Cold- 
stream went 2 leagues further to Villacova. . 

April the 28th, to Fornos, 3 leagues over, 
a very hilly roacl. In these 2 last towns* the 
troops were but indifFerently accommodatécL 
The tlay was remarkably warra, and tha 
beautiful green fields every wh ore carefully 
cultivated, formed a striking contrast with 
the    barren   summit   of   the  neigbbonring 
Estrella. 
:Onthe29th, the guards arrived at Cele- 
rico9 whicli not affordíng sufficient quarters 
for the brigade. the Cóldstream proceedêd 
to Lagiosa, in the Vai de Mondego, and 4 
conipanies of the 3d regiment to the village 
of Frontilhera. 

The Mondego, after running for some 
leagues due north, makes abend round Ceie- 
rico, and then pnrsues its course to the Atlan- 
tic, in a westerly dircçtion. The antient 
name of this town, is said to havebeen Silio- 
briguin, and here are the remains of a Ro* 
mau fort, but of its history, no ccrtain infor- 
mation canbe 'obtained from the inhabitants. 
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Tiie clergy are àlmost the only class wlio pos- 
sess any learning, and even among them a great 
number are ext remei y ignorante and know 
little of their country. In this respect they 
differ from their neighbours, the Spaniards, 
who take a pride in the traditions handed 
down by their ancestors, and dwell with a 
peculiar delight ona recital of those battles, 
which ended in the total expulsion of the 
Moors. It is only from foreign authors, that 
the Portuguesa can derive a júst knowledge 
of their country, as their own historians give 
sueh a Colouring to facts, as to Ieave íittle 
semblance to thetruth. 

Astorga, a town without walls, and-garri* 
souéd by 3000 men,- has snrrendered to Junot 
after a months siege, during which the 
French lost about 6000 men. 

Ney has his position on the Torrnes. His 
advance on the Águeda. 

Regriier shewed himself before Badajoz, 
on the ]2th inst. when he was fircd at from 
the batteries. 

A French officer carne in this morning. who 
States, that he deserted in consequence of 
an ajfrbnt offered-to him by his coramandant 
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upsn whom lie drew his sword. He says 
that Massena is at Salamanca, that the 
French have been reinforçed, and are now 
80,000 strong betwixt that city and Ciuclad 
Rodrigo. 

. Marshaí Beresford's head-quarters are afc 
Fornos, and sSveral brigades of Portuguese 
infantry have arrived in this neighbour- 
hoocL 

The advance under General R. Crawford, 
has fallen baek upon Almeida, but 4 com* 
panies of the 45th regiment, and some Por- 
tuguese troops are m Fort Conccption, and 
the cavalry pâtrole .to the banks %of the 
Águeda, close to vhich, and in sight oppo- 
site are the enemyJs piquets, who as well as 
the British, try the fords daily. There is no 
doubt entertained in this array, that Mas- 
sena intends to commence active òperations 
as soon as the weather will permit, but the 
rains still continue, Hk> force is stated, by 
ali deserters., at notless than 70,000 ; this in-* 
eludes Junofs corps of 20,000 men, lately ar+ 
rived fróm the north. 

Regnier is still in Estremadura, but is ex- 
pected to combine with Massena, in the aU 
tack on Portugal. 
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The Frendi gain no grouhd in tlie good will 
o.f the Spaniards, and their influence does not 
extend beyond the range of their cannon. 
Buonaparte lias lately issued a decree, direet- 
ing the French generais, who command iii 
Spain tolevy contributions on the inhabir 
tants, for tlie subsistence and payment of their 
armies, as they must not éxpect any more. 
money for this purpose. .      .   • . • • 

The ancient city. of Guarda, at the distance 
of 2 leagues from hence, is sitnated on the 
northern extremity of the Estrella. After 
passing through the village of Lagiosaand the 
romantic scenery of the Vai de Mondego, 
the road winds up a steep hill, "from whence 
the city appears at the distance of a rnile. 
Here are few objects worthy of notice. The 
cathedral, a rude gothic pile was built ih the 
llth cêntury. The çastle of a later date, 
is now in ruins, what time had spared, hav- 
ing been demolished by the French.' From 
the walls a remarkable fine vieiv is obtained 
of the country to Ciudad Rodrigo, in front of 
a range of hills ten leagues distant. 

On the left appears Pinhel, and 3 leagues 
«further.   tlie   fortress   of Almeida,  on   the 

.— 
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Spanish side of the Coa, over yhicfc tliere is 
a stone bridge, 2 miles from the town. 

The fine commanding plain of Guarda na- 
turally points it out, as the station for abody 
of troops, to observe and check the incursion 
of a hostile force on this part of the fron- 
tier, and when pressed by superior numbers,' 
it will be in the commander's option to fali 
back upon his reinforcements, by the roads 
on eitheí side of the Estrella. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

Ciudad Rodrigo besieged and taken afíer a most gallant defencev— 
The Briíisli ouí-posts withdnnvn to Vai de Lamula, &c. 

Cclcrko, 24tó July, 1810, 

. ON the 25th of June, the Commander 
of the forces and the heads of inilitaiy.de- 
partments, moved from Celerico to-Almeida ; 
and on the SOth to Alverca. S leap-ues or 
midway betwixt this town and Almeida. 

On the ljth the Frencli having completed 
their trenches before Ciudad Rodrigo, in- 
vested the place with a force of 50,000 
infantry and 5000 cavalry. ' Deserters say 
that the troops have only a quarter ration 
of biscuit without meat3 and no forage 
for their horses* 

On the night of the 25th of June the 
enemy opened his batteries against Ciudad 
Rodrigo, and after a raost gallant defence, 
during which about 700 of the inhabitants 
were killed by the bombardment, the Go- 
vernor, seeing no hopes of rclief, and his 
provisions   and   ammunition   being   nearly 
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cxhausted,   surrcndered by  capitulation on 
the evening of the lOth instant. 

The Marquis of Romana carne froni 
Badajos for the purpose it was said of re- 
questing Lo rd Wellington would advance 
lo its relief, but departed perfectly satisfied 
wifh the propriety of the British leader's 
reasons for declining to make a forward 
movement;    which;    by   endangering   the 
safety^of his army, might ultimately compro- 

>» 

xnise the general cause. 
On the 28th ultimo the enemy having dri- 

ven iji the British out-posts to Alomeda, 1 
league beyond Fort jConception hutted at 
Gallegos with bis advanccd guard, and on 
the 5th instant his Torce having inereasedon 
this side of the Águeda, General Crawford 
witbdrew his piquets into Fort Conception, 
nrhich he abandoned on the £lst and the Bri- 
tish out-posts relired to Vai de Lamula. 
Gn that day a skirmish took place,. in wliich 
Lieutenant-Colonel Talbot, of the 34th dra- 
goonss was killed; the cavaiíy made 2 officers 
and SO men prisoners, who declare that the 
French army is much stráitened for provi- 
sions. <*   . 
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General Cameron^s brigade raoved forward 
to Minucal - Baraçal and tbe adjacent 
villaçes3 a- lèa^ue in front of Celerico, ou 
tbe20th; and Colonel Archibald CampbelFs 
fine brigade the 6'th and ISíh reçiments of 
Portuguese infantry, marcbcd through this 
town on their route to the Vai de 'Mon- 
dego. 

On the-following day Sir Brcnt Spencer, 
second' in command, left this with bis staff 
for Avelans de Riviera. 

Regnicr is reported to have arrived witb 
bis divisioirat Zarza Mavor. 

Yesterdav and this mornins: it bas raincd 
violently, witli tbunder and lightning. * 

• Por the last 6 weeks tbe officers have 
aniused tbemselves witfe frequent horse-races 
in this neighboLirhood, and íhcre was occa- 
sionally some good sport. 
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LETTER  XXXV. t • 

General Crawford retires over tlie Coa, after a smart affair witli a 
greatly superior force of tbe Enemy.—General HilFs Division 

• crosses the Tngus.—Rcgnicr arrives át Castcl Branco.—Move- 
rnents of tbê Britisli.—A party of Officers visit the Estreita.    • 

Moimento de Sicira, 12th August, 1810. 

. ON the 25th of July, at 3 A.M. the 
guards received orders to march; and soon 
after 6 proceeded through the small town of 
Baraçal to Marçal de Chão, 2 leagues, 
where they arrived about 8 o'clock. Thê 
cause of this sudden movement was owing 
to. the enemy having passed the Coa in 
consideráble force, after a severely con- 
tested aífair with .General R. Crawford'$ 
division. 

During the whole of this day and the fol- 
"lowing, the wounded officers and men were 
passing to the rear in cars. 

On the afternoon of the 26th, the enem/s 
advance appeared within a league of head- 
quarters, where preparations were made to 

_ _ 
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receive them, the divisions of Gefterals 
Picton and Crawford being turned out for 
that purpose. The 14th and l6th dragoons 
take the duty of the out-posts. 

Lieutenant-General HilPs division of the 
combined British and Portuguesa army- 
broke up from the left bank of the Tagus 
on the 17th ultimo, and crossing the river 
at Villa Velha, the head of the column 
reached Atalaya, 5 leagues on this side of 
Gastei Branco, on the 22d. 

Before da3r-break, on the 28th of July, 
the guards, left in front, with the brigade of 
guns attached to the division, moved out of 
the town of Marçal de Chão, and halted, to 
allow General Cameron's brigade to take its 
place   in  the   column,   which   then   retired ] 
through   Baraçal,    Celerico,   Cortiço,    and * 
Villa Cortez, to Sampayo, where General 
Cameron's brigade was left; the guards pro- 
ceeded about a league beyond to Gouvea, a 
handsome town, on the side of the Estrella. 
This day's raarcli vras one of the longest 
made by the British in Portugal, being up- 
wards of 7 leagues.    On the roa d passed- 

, . t 



the 4th dragooiíS, and Captam BulFs troop 
of Iiòrse artillery, going to the advànce. 

Ncxtday the column v/as again in inótion» 
ÀboutN8-A.M. the guards halted in Vinho ; 
General Cameron's brigade marched aleague 
further to Penhanros.' At Vinho tlie arrival 
of lhe troops threw the inhabitants into 
the greatest consternation ; and a convent of 
nuns taking. tlie alarm, the whole place 
foecame a scene of confusion. In the course 
of the dáy the friends of the poor Benedic- 
tines arrived from different parts of the 
cóuntry, and conveyed them away to a 
place of refuge, with the furniture of the. 
nunnery. There was not a dry eye in tlie 
villagc as the affeeting cavalcade set ont; 
the poor had experienced the kindness of 
lhe nuns in a thousahd instances, and la- 
mented thé liard necessity of their departure 
with unfeigned sorrow. 

• General Spencer remains at the out-posts, 
Fraxedas 2 leagues, in front of Alverca, 
with the- light cavalry and horse artillery; 
hèad-quarters and General Crawford's light 
dtvision are in Celorico, excepting only two 
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companies  of the 95th,   stationed   on   the 
riffht bank of the Mondego. •        ' 

General Picton's division is at Sampa)ro; 
General Coleis at Linhares, Mello, &c. ; and 
the Kius^s German leçion at Gouvea. 

Regnier   has   arrived   at' Castel Branco, I 
with   the 2d corps of the army, and  Lieu- I 
tenant-General HilTs division is watchinç 
liis movements. Lieutenant-Colonel *Wynd* 
ham of the royal dragoons was surpriscd and 
taken prisoner on a reconnoitreing party. 

On the Sd instant the Sd suards marched 
to Moimento de Sierra, a beautiful villagc, 
2 miles from Vinho, at the foot of the 
Estrclla. 

A party was formed to visit the highcst 
point of the mountain, which is said to be* 
7000 feet above the levei of the sea, The 
object of the officers was also to visit the 
lakes in that elcvated situation. 
. The party set out from Moimento at an 
early hour, and passing through the smali 
town of Cea, where the Bishop of Guarda 
has a palace, arrived about 9 0'clock at 
St". Romão, and procured a guide, who con- 
ducted them by a good road to" a chapei' 

-   -  j 
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dose to the river Alva, 2 milcs and a balf 
froni the last town. The road wound beaur 
tifully through a romantic country, under 
the rugged frpnt of the Estrella, whence 
small streams were issuing ia every direction, 
on their way to join the clear waters of the 
Alva* After this the road became a raere 
sheep-track, and so diíficult that the party 
had ta disraount and lead their mules. 
Witli much excrtion they at last reached 
the furthest stage of the Estrella, wbere 
some rye was growing, and a few peasants 
thrashing. On enquiry they learned that the 
lakes were at the distance of 2 leaçues. 
Every step the party advanced the scenery 
became more Interesting, and the riews more 
extensive ; at one spot where a natural 
amphitheatre was formed, encircled by rocks, 
the sound was reverberated for a long pcriod 
of time: here a large flock of goats werc 
feeding. The road was now extremely in- 
tricate ; at length the party reached the 
summitj and obtained a fine view of the 
Tralos Montes to the uorthward, and over 
ao irnmensc territory, bounded by the 
Atlantic  ih   the   irest.     The  officers  were. 

■UMUi 
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severa] times envéloped in clouds, which at 
length dispersing, they left their mules and 
proceeded to thc lakes ; the greater forínino* 
nearly a square of 6 by 700 yards, was 
bounded on one side by a ridge of rocfcãy 
on which were some patches of snow ; the 
iesser lake fornis a kind of neck to the 
other. Some parts are so deep as neveí to 
have been fathomed ; but this may be ótring 
to the Tvant of curiosity in the Portuãfuese. 
The party now returned, and at the end of 
5 hours reached their mules. 

There is some vegetation and a good deal 
of rye growing in the various Sierras, On 
the right, at: the- furthestextremity, is the 
ridge on which Guarda is situated. Thefew 
peasants whom the officers met with in this 
remo te region of the air, informed theni 
that wolves were numerous on different parts 
of the mountain ; and here is to be found 
ali the various genus of heath and plants: 
among others the dead plant is seen growing 
out of fissures ia the rock, of a white colour, 
and appearing as if scorched by Jightning. 

The inhabitants of the viWages situated in 
thc Estrella have in their history the-leadino- 
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fèaliires of ali moúritain tribes ; fhey pay 
no taxes, but one-tenth of the produce of 
their lands is assigned for the maintenance 
of a modern noble, and this tribute is col- 
lected half-yearly by hisstewards. 

The enemy, after establishíng himself on 
the left bank of the Coa, commenced his 
preparations for the siege of Almeida, in 
which he proceeds but slowly, owing to the 
rocky soil, and the necessity of bringing 
earth from some distance, to cover his ap- 
proaches. Marshal Ney a few days ago 
advanced with a considerable force for the 
purpose of making a reconnoissance, ..which 
having completed, he retired to his formér 
position.  . 

> 
Ié^^M* 
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LETTER XXVI. 

Almeida takeu, and Rctrcat of the British. 

Filhadoza, Zlst of Auçust> 1810, 

AT day-break on the 19th instant, the 
guards were in motion, and advanced through 
the villages of Vinho, Sampayo, and Villa 
Cortez, to Linhares, a small town, with an 
aneient castle on the side of the Estrella ; 
and the next day marched through Cortiço, 
to Celerico, 2 leagues.—Reports are favour- 
able.     Letters   have  been intereepted  from 

« 

some of the -French' generais, stating the 
misery and discontent of their troops, from 
sickness, want of pajr, and the harassing 
warfare carried on by the Spaniards in every 
quarter.       • 

On the 21st, head-quarters returned to 
Alverca da Beira ; and on the 23d the guards 
again advanced to Marçal do Chão, and oc- 
cupied their formèr cantonments. 

Whether the exertions of the British will 
eventually secure the independence of these 

N 2 
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kingdoms. or not, time alone can disctfver;: 

meanwhile the position they have maintained 
for so many months, jn the face of the mo st 
formidable French army on th is sicleof the 
Pyrenees, has occastoned a diversion favour- 
able to the Spaniards, by aftbrding time to 
re-assemble and re-organize their troops, 
when defeated and dispersed by the superior 
military discipline and tactics of the en,eniyj 
and it formsa fine traifc in their natiònal 
character, that neitber by threats or pro- 
mises have any numbcrs becn induced to 
àbandon the cause of their country, and énrol 
tlíemselvós under the standard of the con- 
temptible usurper, 

The enemy having completecl his works 
before Almeida, opened his batterics on 
the 26th instant, m the mornin<£> and com- 
meneed a fnrious- bombardment from 70 
pieces of caniion, at the same morneiit The 
besieged returned avery brisk fire during, the 
whole of that day. 

A tclegraph was erected at head-quarters 
to cdmmunicate wrtl) Almeida; and it was 
said to be arranged, that the governor Colonel 
Cox^ ^vas to give notice to the Coomiaqder 

• 

* 
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of lhe forces whcn lie founcl a surrénder 
unavoidable, oii which the wholè of thê- 
combinecl army in íhis quarter was toadvànce 
against the enemy, and driving him bèypnd 
the Coa, to bring úfí tbe garrison. The 
weather bcing hazy ou the £7th, no mcssage 
could be received by the tclegraph, but it- 
was pereeived from the out-posts that the 
firing had ceased, and that the Governor 
was in communication witli the enemj'. In 
the absence of ali information, various sur- 
mises were formed, and reports circulatcd, 
but the real cause of thè disaster which com- 
pelled Coíonel Cox to enter into terms 
with the enemy, remam ed for the present 
unknown. 

August the 28th, a sudden order was is- 
sued at 10 A.M. when the guards marched 
to Celerico. Soon after leaving Marçal de 
Chão, a tremendous thunder-storm carne 
on, accorapanied with heavy raiu. A private 
pf the Coldstream was killed by a flash of 
lightning.—29th, to Gouvea, 4 leagues ;— 
30th, to St. Romão, 2 leagues. The Cold- 
stream halted in Cea. 
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- This mornina; the 3d reçiment arrivcd 
here, about half a unile from Saragoce, ou 
the high road to Coimbra. The Coldstream 
in quarters at Torozello;—Distance from 
St. Romão, 1 league. 
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LETTER XXXVII. 

The combined Anny takes up a position on tlie right Bank of the 
Mondego.—Battle of Busaco. 

St. Martinho do Bispo, 30tk Scptember, 1810.   i 

On the. íiiorning of the 3d instant, the 
Ist division marched upon the road to 
Coimbra, 5 leagues. General Cameron's 
brigade. and the 3d guards hutted ; the 
Coldstream was quartered in Moita, and 
the Kino-'s German legion in an  adjoining 
village. 

Kext day, the 3d guards marched to the 
village of Sangúinhada,- and General Came- 
ron's brigade on  the ôth, was  cantoned ia 
Cortiço. 

Head-quarters were at Gouvea, and every 
thins remained qniet in front. The 241 li 
Portuguese regiment, taken in Almeida and 
said to have volunteered into the French 
service, has every man escaped. 

At day-break on the 18th instant, the 
suards marched from Moita and  Sanguin^ 
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hada; at the same time, the rest of the 
division was in motion,^ and the whele 
crossed the.Poute de.Marcella and bkouaced 
2 leagues beyond, near the village cf Foy 
d'Arouce, on the banks of the river Ceira! 
Thunder and lightning with heavy rains, 
which continued, without intermission, the 
whole of the night and following morai ug.. 

Before day-break on the 19th, the division 
was again on march, and entered Coimbra 
soon after mid-day. 
• Head-quarters were yesterday in Costiço, 
and this morning Lord Wellington with his 
staff,; accompanied by Marshal Beresford, 
crossed the Mondego.     . 
•• During the night, several Portuguese regi- 
men ts carne into Coimbra. 
;At balf-past 9.A. M. on the 20th", the 

division advanced on the Oporto road and 
halted ar, Malheada, in which town, the 3d 
guards were quartered. The Coldstream " 
halted in a wood on the right. Colonel 
Packenham^s. brigade, the.7th and 79th were 
in advance, Lord Blantyre (Cameron*s) on 
the left, and the King's Gerraan legion. half 
a mile in the rear. 
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• Septcmbcr the 21st, before dawn, the 
division was under arras.- The 3d suards 
moveci out of Malheada to join theCold- 
stream, wben Colonel Packenham's brigjadè 
went into cantonments. Sevefal brigades of 
Portuguese kiíafctry formed iuf the rcar of the 
division on the.Coimbra road. 
. Septcmbcr the 22d the Coldstream went 
into quarters at Valcaliza, the 3d regiment 
in the villages of Travessa and Canedo. 

The fali of Almeida after a bombardmcnt 
of only onc day? kit m reality, occasioned 
by the explosion of thegrand magazine; by 
which unfortiinatc event, one half of the 
.town v/as destroycd, 500 of the garrison, and 
a great number of the inhabitants fcillcd, 
removed the principal remai-nins; obstacle tô 
the entrance of MassenaV army into this 
kingdom, but they proceeded with great 
cantion in their movements, owing to the 
difficulty of bringing fonvard their snpplies, 
which was absolutcly necessary, as the ehemy 
could not place any dependence on the 
resources of a country so long oceupied by 
•the   British.    The French appear to have 

, 
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been completely foiled in théir plans, by the 
prudent defensive system . adopted by Lord 
Wellington, as tbere can be no doubt that 
it was a principal object with Massena, in 
undertaking the sieges of Cindad  Rodrigo 
and Almeida, to drav; the British from their 
strong hilly positions to the plains on which 
these  towns are situated ;  wliere, if at ali, 
the superior number of his cavalry might be 
expected to givc hiin the advantage.    On a 
further advance from the frontier, that spc- 
cies  of force could no  longer be  rendered 

■uscful in the samc degrco, but must prove 1 
extremely buvdensomc  and cmbarrassing to 
his operations, from the very great scarcity 
,of forage, which even the British cxpericnced 
at times, although the harvest had been got 
in, and the whole grain in the' country was 
in requisition for their supply. 

Aboút a ibrtni«'ht ago, Marshal Massena 
made a feint of coming down upon the left • 
bank of the Mondego, and actually pushed 
his rcconnoitreing parties to Cortiço and Lin- 
hares in that dircction, but, apprehensivc of 
meeting a check at the strong pass of the 
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Ponte de Mareei la, lie, on the lBth, 19th, 
and 20th of September crossed the ri ver 
witll his whole army at the bridge of Fornos; 
below'Celerico, advancing upon Coimbra 
by the way of Vizcu. This movement of the 
enemy was IH et by the Commandcr of the 
forcai with his usual foresight, and the in- 
tentions of the French leader being now 
elearly developed, the 2d division under 
General Hill was direeted to join the main 
body b\* lhe route of Sobricra Formosa and 
Pedro-gao, when the whole of the combined 
anny, with the exception of General Faneis 
division of cavalry and some Portuguese in- 
fantry, was placed upon the right bank of 
the Mondego, with a celerity which set ali 
ordinary calculation at dcíhmce. 

September the  22d,   skirmishing at  the 
out-posts. 
• On the 23d, the bridge over the Criz bc- 

* yond Mortigao having been blown up by 
Brigadicr-General Pack, the French òecu- 
pied themselves in repairing it, and then 
passed over a ookimn of infantry and ca- 
valry, who were opposed by the light division 
and General Paclvs Portuguese bri^ade. 

fl 

V 
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"On the 24th and 25th tbe cneiiiy con? 
tinued to âdvance, and it was evident the 
whole of bis force was concentratinff. Ia a 
smart skirmish, Captain Hoey was sõverely 
and Mellish sligbtly wounded. 

Whilst the French continued their ap-> 
proacli upon Coimbra by the road leading 
over the Sicrra of Busaco, the main body of 
the allied ânny remained io lhe adjoining ' 
villages, whêre the troops had been cantoned, 
tliat they might not suffer from the heavy 
dews at this season .of the yeai\ 

Before dav-break on the 26th the several 
divisions of British and Portuçuese were in 
motion. The brigade of guards arrived in 
the village of Luz about 8 o'clock, and 
soon after began to ascend "the Sierra of 
Busaco, on whose summit is situatcd, a 
convent of the austere order of La Trappe, 
Lord Wellington^ head-quarters. The route 
]ay for nearly 2 miles tlirough the gardens; 
before leaving them, a cannonade cora- 
menced, the "brigade was ordered to load 
and then forracd behind the brow of'the • 
hill, from whence, the whole of the enemy's 
force was  distinctly  discerned.    They ap-   ■ 
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peared m considerable numbers, the infantry 
supposed to be notiess than 60,000, and a 
very large force in cavalry. 
VAboiit 5 P. 3M. the Frendi piquets made 

an attack upon the Portuguese light troops, 
(casadores,) who returned thcir fire with the 
utinost steadiness and resolution.. 

' The formation of the combined army was 
as follows:— 

Lieutenant-General IlilTs division, wliicli 
had crossed the Mondego this mornino-, Was 
placed on the right of the whole liiíe, having 
the divisions of Generais Leith and Picton 
on his left. In the centre, the lst division, 
of which the guards forméd the right, un- 
der the command of Sif Brent Spencer, 
beyond was the light division in the most 
advanccd part. of. the position, opposite tlie 
gardens of the monastery. Major-General 
CoIe's at the extremity bn the left. 

General Fane's division of cavalry re- 
mained on the left bank of the Mondego, to 
observe the movements of the encmy in that 
direction : a few sqqadrons only were on the 
heights, the ground being unfavourable for 
that  dcscription  of  force;   and   lhe main, 
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body under Sir Stapleton Cotton was formed 
in the plains in  front of Malheada, and oc 
the Oporto road. • 

The brigades of Portuguese infantry and 
easadores were united -with the British, and 
the result proved this to have been the 
best possible distribution of the troops of 
our ally. 

The line of the combined army thus 
posted, extended along the ridge of Busaco 
for nearly 2 leagues, but.the whole of the 
intermediate space was not occupied, except 
by a chain of.light troops, and forméd the 
segment of a circle, whose extreme points 
embraced every part of the enemy's position. 
Not a movement' could be made in the 
French Hnes withont its being immediately 
observed from the Sierra, and this circum- 
stance contributed most matevially to the 
snccess of the British. 

At dusk, the lst division moved to the 
rio-ht, and bivouaced çlose to the brpw of the 
hill covered by the light infantry. The 
weather thick and foggy. 

September the 2yth at dawn of day the 
enemy advanced 2 columns, and.at the same 

M 
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hiomcnt, threatened the right and centre of 
the allied army. The column on the right 
moved up the hill, under the fire of the light 
troops, with great intrepidity, and had 
gained the summit, when it was charged 
whilst deploying into line, in the most gal- 
lant manner by Colonel Maekinnon's bri- 
gade, the 45th and 88th regiments, and the 
9th Portuguese under Lieutcnant-Colonei 
Sutton, supported on the right by part ôf 
General Leith's corps, and on the left by 
Major-General-Lightbume*s brigade and the 
guards, whieh had moved to the right for 
that purpose, on the first indication of the 
enemy's intehtion. The Frendi could not 
withstand the sTiock, but retreated downthe 
hill with immense loss. One regimenL the 
•Ist Legere of Regnierfs Corps cVArmec was 
entirely cut to pieees. The enemy foiled in 
this attaek, made another moro to the right, 
wherehe was agaiii repulsed at the point of 
the bèjo»et. This second attack was sup- 
ported by some heavy artillery, and dis- 
mounted 2 guns ; but a shell haviív set fire 
tó the ammunition tumbril which blew up, 
the French abandoned thçir batteiy. 

i 



T^ 

The Commander of the forces was cvery 
where in.person, giving clirections and super? 
intending the different points of attack. 
Early in the morning, two pf bis staff. | 
Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell and Lo rd 
Fitzroy Soraerset were wounded. 

Findinç thescattacks 011 the- right rmsuc- 
cessful, the enemy directed his principal 
effortsagainst the left of the centre, and 
in a charge made by the 4*3d and 52d regi- 
ments, General Simon was wounded and 
takcn with his Aid-de-Camp. A short time 
afterwards a young Spanish lady, in male 
attire, whom the General had carried off 
from Madrid, and his baggage, were sent to 
the British head-quarters with a ftag of 
troce. 

About 8 o'clock a fog carne on, which, 
for a time, partially obscured the positions 
of the respective armies. AVhen the day 
cleared up, it was discovered that the enemy 
had placed largc hodies of light troops in 
the woods and valley whieh skirted the bot- 
tom of the Sierra. They were successfully 
opposed by the light division, the casadores, 
the light infantry of the lst division, and 

■    ■—    m á* M. 1 
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Cólon cl PakcníiánVs brigado-the 7th, and" 
79th regimenta • Thé enciny's fire(slackenéd- 
about noon, but the light troops continued- 
éngaçed until thc 'e\-enhi2;. Durmo- t4ie 
áctioii, à nutnber of deserters carne over.      7 

vOn the following morning the Hght infantry 
were ngain partia!ly cugaged on the Ieft of 
the linê. At mid-day the enemy's cavalry 
and several columns of infantry were ob- 
served in motion to the rear. Ali quiet in 
camp. The French set fire to a small vil- 
lage on íeaving it, 

At 10 P. M. the army quitted the position 
of Busaco. After haltins: for 2 liours near 
the monastcry, the lst divisíon procecded 
on the road to Coimbra. At day-light on 
the 29th, it wàs perceived that the enemy 
had withdrawn the whole of his troops from 
the ground lie occupied during the engap-e- 
jncnt. 

An hourbefore sun-set the division halted 
■vrithin a league of Coimbra, and this morning 
the troops were again undor arms before day- 
break. About 8 c/clock the guards in the 
rear of the column forded the Mondego, 
and went into quartcrs in the villagc of St 

o 
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Martinho do Bispo.   Strong picquets were 
formed  to  protect   the   fords   duríng   the 
night. 

A detachment of the guards joined  thís 
day from  England, having come round by 
sea from Lisbon to Figueiras. 

/ 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 

i 

The Cojubincd Ármy retires "to the entrcncbed Position, In   tlié 
vicinity of Lisbon, &c. 

Portclla de Casaa, lOth November,  1810. 

THE manoeuvresof Marshal Massena, after 
the battle of Busaco, left the Commander of 
the forces, in no doubt of his intention to 
throw his whole army on the high road, from 
Oporto, and the position being turned on the 
29th of September, by the enemy's move- 
ment to the right, Lord Wellington, in pur- 
suance of the defensive system, on wbich he 
had hitherto acted, commenced his retreat to 
the fortiíied lines in   the neiçhbourhood of o 

the capital. 
On the lstof OctobeiySir Brent Spencei^s 

division m oved out of their cantonments 
before day-break, and passing through the 
town of Perieraand Soure bivouaced at dusk, 
in a vineyard close to thclatter. The roads* 
were crouded with pcople flying from their, 
houses to the inountaint and sea coast, the 
monasteries and  nunneries  wcre   deserted ; 

o 2 
\ 
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numbersaccompanied the march of the Bri- 
tish troops, and the banks of the Mondego 
Avere lined witlf distrtesed groupes,- impa- 
'tiently waiting to embark. 

The advance of the eneray on this morh- 
ing entered Coimbra, their cavalry having 
previóusly charged a troop of horse artillery, 
which retired without loss over the Mon- 
dego. 

* October the 2nd? After a fatiguing marclí 
óf'5 leagues, on a foàd parallel with the oné 
through Pombal, by which* the main body of 
the army .was retiríng, thèlst division halted 
on the banks of the Hio Maganche, within 
a league of Leyria, through which the troops 
marchèd next iriorhing, ánd hivoaaced iri a 
wood, a leaõue and :a half beyond, near 
Canvieza, until the 5th, when the columns 
wcre a<sun in motion; and halted at the dose 

m • 

of day, near the viliagè of Condieras, 
'•' Onthe 6th, through Riomáyor to Alcoen- 

tre, 4   leugues, and  on  the 7th,   to  Aldeã 
Gallega, the same distftfrce.    The army each 
dày in bivouac. 
"Heavy ra-ins set in.on the following.morn- 

ing, and lhe roads werein a dreadful, state. 
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The   lst   division   passed   tlirough   Sobral, 
about  noon,   and the battalions were can- 
toned in thc adjoining villages.  -The o-uards- 
at San Quintino, tâthin a short distance of 
tlie works. 

The cavalry under Sir Stapleton Cotton, 
covered the retreat of the ármy, during the. 
whole of the march from Busaco, and on 
sev.eral occasions, particularly at Leyria, on 
the 5th instant provedits decided superiority 
over that of the enemj-. 

October the 9th, heavy rains. . The troops 
rem,ained in their quarters.    The state of the 
roads   necessarily retarded the  enemy^ ad- 

. vanceto the position. 
October the lOth,  the whole division in 

Sobral.    The commander of the forces, and 
Marshal Beresford, arrived at San Quintino.   . L 
Next day the troops ruarched from Sobral, 
at 2 inthe afternoon, and remained tmtil 
dusk, on the brow of a 'lrill, in front of the 
grand   batteries.      Afterwards   the   guards 
moved into the village of Sobriera.    Hea\y 
rains, with thunder and lightning, but the 
enemy continued to advance, notwithstand- 
ing the severitj of tlie weather. 

V 
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r Òòtober'the 12th, aíl quiet. * The troopà- 
were, kept in readiness to turn out at a mo- 
menfs notice.. 
' On the 13th, a strong ccxlumn of the enemy 
was observed on the height, beyond Sobral,, 
apparently moving towards the left. The 
gun boate, under the command of Lietite- 
nant Berkeley, stationéd in the Tagus, 
abreast of Villa Franca, opened aheavy íire 
this morning upon the town, in which there 
was a Frendi force of 1200 men, wh o were 
driven out, with considerable loss; General 
Lacroix was cut ia two by a cannon shot. 

• Working parties were employed in com- 
plèting the. works on Sobriera Hill, and in 
mending the roàd to Bucellas. The high 
road to Mafra runs tbroudi this villaçe. 
AH quiet during the night. 

Àbout noon on the 14<th, the enemy 
opened a battery of four-pounderi, from 
behind some casks, at the entrance of 
Sobral, upon the adrance of the lst division, 
consisting of the 71st regiment, under Colo- 
nel Cadogan, and part of Major-Geneval 
Cameron's brigade.    After a severe conflict 
of an hour, the enemy's íire was discontinued', 

»* 

j 



■ 

199 

*nd eacli party carried off their wounded. 
Ia this affair lhe French lost 100 men, Bri- 
tish, 40, in killed and woúnded. A few pri- 
soners weretaken, but no advántage gainéd 
on either side. The picquets reraained 
ât dusk within a shórt distance of Sobral, 
which was occupied by the enemy,.wliose 
force being increased towards the evening, 
,by the arrival of .the 8th corps, and part of 
the 6th, Sir Brent Spencer, in the course of 
the nisht, withdrew hisadvanced posts. 

At day-break the next morning, a recou- 
noitreing party of the enemy was observed 
on the heights, where Major-General Came-' 
ron's brigade was posted the day before, 
About 7 A. M. the light infantry of the 
guards, moved out óf Cabedos, in which a 
•company of the 60th was left. Severa! 
working parties employed in mining the 
roads for éxplosion. The report of Colonel 
Trant, having taken 5000-õf the etiemy's 
sick and wounded, in Coimbra, has reached 
the Frenoh army, and creatse a considerable 
serisation among the treops, vhom the offi- 
cers are endeavouring to persuade that the 
news is unfounded. 



200 

Massèna attended by a large staff, was clis- 
tinctly scenreconnoitreing yésterday, for 
a considerable time. His army is in 3 divi- 
sions, and the right does not appear' to be 
ádvanced beyond Sobral, his left, extended to 
the Tàgus. The road to Torres Vedras, is 
rendered nearly impassáble, by the rains, 
tvhich still continue, although not so violent 
as during the Iast wcck. It is generally be- 
lieved that the Frencli are in a very awk- 
ward predicament, in consequence of their 
rapid advance. Massena lias met with an 
opposition he certainly did not expect, and 
his difficnlties are hourly increasing, from the 
ivant of provisions. 

Ai 5 P. M. the giiards movedout of So- 
bríera to Portella cíe Casaes, to niake room 
for Major-General Sir W. Erskine's bri- 
gade. 

The following is the disposition of the 
combined army :->- 

2d division— 
HiH*s, the rrght resting at Alhandra, 
on the Tagus, and flanked  by gun- 

uA 
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*boats.-- The briçades of Generais 
Lumley and Hoghtón, at Bucellas. 

Light division, Crawford's, ^      . 
zti        r**       *    i   uv       sunder canvas. 5th      ditto,        Leiths     ) 

lst division— 
Sir B. Spencer, centre and left. 
The GeneraUs head-quarters in So- 
briera. 

V 

Sd division— 
•    Pictoi^s, Torres Vedras. 

4th division— 
Cole's5 Dias Portas. 

6th division—  • 
A. CampbelFs, Ribaldiera. 

Cavai ry.—Head-quarters of Sir S. Cotton, 
at Mafra.   ■ 

.The Portuçuese briçades in the batteries, 
and intermixed with the British Briçadeir- 
General Pack commands in the fort, on the 
most elevated point, and in the centre of 
the intrenched line. Fremi this spot, which 
s immediately. above the village of Portel la 

de Casacs, there is amost beautiful and exten- 
1 
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sive view ; èomprchending on lhe right, tlie 
rich vailey of the Tagus, and across that 
river into the province of Alentejo, and on 
the left, tò the Atlantic, iricluding the whqle 
of the positions, the hill of Cintra, and the 
Burliniís—with the fortress of Peniche. 

October I6th, ali quiet—the sick sent 
daily to Lisboa. Working parties employed 
on the works, and in repairing some roads, 
and blocking up others. Communications 
to the Commander of the forces, sent by the 
íelegraphs on the halls, under the command 
of naval officers, and signals for the several 
brigades to march to their respective alarm 
posts, directed to be made on the first ap- 
pearance of a forward movement by the 

■enemy. 
• On the 19th, the Marquis of Romana, 

crossed the Taaus below Villa Franca, with 
the lst diyision of the Spanish army, under 
General 0'Donnelh 

The principal part of the Frendi infantiy 
have huttcd in a pinewood, about a league 
in rear of Sobral, which they continue to 
occupy. The enemy has no troops to the 
right of that town, thereforc it is supposcd 
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ilíãt the áttack when made wíth a view of 
penetrating to.Lisbon, will be either by the 
high road, leading from Sobral, to that ci ty, 
or by the road on the bank of the Tagus, 
which is addition to the troops and batteries 
m that part of the line is flanked by the gun- 
boats, under Lieutenant Berkeley, %vho lias 
already driven him out of Villa Franca. Mas- 
seiia seems at no time to have entertained the 
idea of forcing bis way to the capital, by the 
road on the sea side, from Torres Vedras, 
thr-ough Mafra and Cintra. 

October the 28th, the heavy rains have 
been succeeded for the lasfweek, by fine dry 
healthy weather, the mornings cold. De- 
serters continue to arrive, who affirm that 
the enemy's baggage is sent to the rear, and 
that a cònsideràble force, under Loíson, has 
already fallen back upon Thomar, doubtless 
with a view of collecting provisions, of which 
particularly bread, the troops are in greaf 
want. The accounts of deserters, however, 
are always to be received with extreme jea- 
lousy and caution. 

' Brigadier-General Blunt lias sent out par- 
ties from Peniche,   who are constantly ha- 

/! 
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çassing the enemys right'; scveral skirmishes 
haye taken place near Óbidos, where there 
is a srnall Portuguese garrison commanded 
by Çaptain Fenwick.. • 

. .Major-General Fane, has crossed the Ta- 
gus, with a division of cavairy and infantry 
to prevent the. enemy foraging in ■ the 
Alentejo, < ., 

The enemy's force on his left seems tohave. 
yather. increased.    'Massena   was   observed 
making a reconnoissance yesterday. 

November the 7th, Marshal Beresford^ 
was invested with the Insígnia of the.Bath 
in the royal palace of Mafra, on which 
occasion the Comraander of the British 
forces gave a splendid entertaihnient to the 
officers of the army and to the Portuguese 
nobility. 

The enemy remains  in staíu quo, and no- 
thing of importance has lately taken place. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

Rctreãt of the Frendi.—The British in pursuit, arrive. beforo 
Santarém, wliere General R. Crawford is Icít to watch the 
£ucuiyJa&c. 

Cartaxo, November 25, 1810. 

AT day-light, on the 15th instant, it Was 
perceived that the enemy's piquets wêrq 
withdrawn, and soon aftenvards that hc 
had quitted Sobral, and was in full retreat 
onthe,road to Santarém. At midnight the 
troops received orders tò march. At clày- 
break the brigado of guards moved off, pass- 
mg through Sobral, and at 2 P. M. arrived 
in Alemquer, where Massena/s head-quarters 
had been for some time.—The day reniark- 
ábly foggy.—The French had placed fire 
bcacons on every heigbt—Alemquer is heau- 
tifully situated in a valley, watered by a smali 
river. Here is a very íarge paper manu- 
factory, the only one in the kingdom. 

The. whole place exhibited the usual, 
marks of its having been possessed by the 
enemy, every house being left in a most dirty 
state.    Nothing escaped  the unpitying hand 

l\ 
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of the French ; the fumiture in many houses 
was destroyed, although it appeared that 
théy had gone off without much previous 
notice. The churches were not.spared by 
the enemy ; on the eontrary, every thingt 
appertaining to religion seeraed marked for 
particular destruction. The deserted nun- 
nery "\vas coinpletely ransacked. 

November the 17th, the lst division halted 
in Alemquerj where head^quarters also re-r 
mainecL Next morning the troops were 
under arms before day-break, and passiug 
through Carregada, Villa Nova, and Azam- 
bujo, arrived about 4 P. M. in the town of 
Cartaxo, which the enemy had pillaged. 
Lieutenant-Gencral Hill crossed the Tagus, 
at Valada, on bis route towards Abrantes. 

Previous to the march it was said that the 
enemy's rear guard had evacuated Santarém; 
but this infprraation proving incorrect, the 
Commander of the forces reconnoitred the 
position which the French had taken up, 
and determined to attack them on the follow- 
ing morning. 

November the 19th, the division, left in 
front, niarched from Cartaxo at day-break, 
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and at,8 o'clock halted on a plain to allow 
the rear of the column to close up ; after 
which the troops proceeded on the road to 
Santarém, which they arrived in sight of 
ábout 9 o'clock. General Anson*s brigado 
of cavalry was detached on the Riomayor 
road ; several corps of British and Portu- 
guese infantry were also moving upon the> 
enemy^s right. 

The plan of attack had been already com- 
municated to the general officers* The light 
division was to advance along the marshy plain 
which extends to the Tagus on the right;, 
Sir "William Erskine*s brigade was to engage 
the enemy's attention on the left; whilst the 
brigade of guards5 preceded by the light 
companies, and supported by Major-General. 
"Cameron^ Highland brigade, pushed across 
the bridge and narrow causeway to storm the 
lower range of heights, on which the Frendi 
were discovered in-considcrable force» This 
part of the attack must inevitably have. 
been attended with loss ; the bridge over 
the Riomayor and causeway being com- 
pletely commanded by .the enemy's ar- 
tillèry, abbattis constructed,  and other ha- 

f\ 
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pediments thrown in the way of the Britisfr; 
Every "exertion had been madè to render the 
position tenable, and certainly the whole 
presenteei amost formidable aspect. Besides 
these*apparent obstacles to an attack, it was* 
supposed that the causeway was mined for 
explosion.—Admitting, however, that these 
difficulties had been overeome by the valour 

\ and perseverance of the troops?it is doubtfnl 
whether the British could have maintained 
theirground on the lower ridge, exposed   to* 

_ * 

a Jieavy cannonade from Santarém and the 
adjoining range of heights, to which the 
aseent was extremely difficult of approach, 
the roa d leading over another causeway simi- 
larly commanded as the lírst by the guils of 
the enemy. During the whole of thisdaj% 

* the" Commandcr of the forces continued liis 
rcconnoissanccy and m the evening the troops 
wentinto quarters, the guards in the village 
of Valle, leaving strong piqueis to secure tlie 
front; the advanced sentry was posted 'on 
the bridge, about  150 yards  from  thôse: òf 

m 

the Frendi, whose piquet was stationcd on 
the.opposite bank.  *  .   . •  •   - 

± 



> Before dày-breàk on the 20th, thebrigádes 
èssembled at their respeetive alarm-posts, 
ánd remained under-arras until dusk.- At 
1] A. M. the light division and a squadron 
pf the- royal dragoons advanced- along the 
low marshy plain towards the enemyVleffc,- 
and coiiimenced -firing on his out-posts"; bui 
tlie ground was so unfavourabie that Briga- 
clier-General Crawford soon retircd,.in whiclí 
movement he was not molested by the 
enemy.—The rain of the prcceding night had 
completely inundated the plain, and swelled 
the ri ver, over whicli a bridge of trees was 
thrown, about half a raile below the one 
comraunicating with the causeway. 

• Head-quarters in Cartaxo, whcre. General 
Leith's division and the Kings Gerraan legion 
are also cantoned. 
• General HilTs division was obscrved this 
morning on march, on thesouth bank of tbc 
Taçus. . \ 
.   November  the 22d,   about   2 P. M. the A 
troops were òrdered under arms, .and .the 
baggage sent off tó tlie rear of. Cartaxo, in 
consequence of the enemy making a move- 
ment on the. left.    General Pack's brisjade of 
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Portuguèse infantry, which had advánced 
towarçls bis right, was obliged to retire after 
some skirmishing, the whole of the 8th 
corps, Junofs, being drawn ont for the pur- 
pose of uiaking a reconnoissance, which having 
cómpleted, the Frénch returned to Santarém. 
The 2d corps d' armec is also said to be in 
that town ; and Marsh ai Ney with tlie 6th; 
betwixt Thomar and the Zêzere. ; 

On the 23d Sir Brent Spencer withdrew 
the guards and General Cameron's brigade 
insto Cartaxo, where head-quarters remai n» 
The light division continues advanced in front, 
supported by a brigade of cavai ry, observing 
the enemy; General Pictoirs division is at 
Torres Vedras ; General A. CampbelFs at 
Alemquer ; General Coleis at Azambujo ; 
and General Leith's upon. the left at Alco^ 
entre, &c. The 2d division Lieutenánt- 
General HilPs, and Major-General Fane's 
division of cavalry remam on the left bank 
of the Tagus. Sir William Erskine com- 
inands the advance. 

It was for a day or two supposed that 
Massena intended to witbdraw liis army 
from Portugal ; but it would now appear thi* 
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Was never in bis contemplation, bis sole 
object being to place bis troops in good 
wratèr quarters5 until tbe arrival of the ex- 
pected reinforcements from France, wbicli 
.V Son Altesse d'£ssliiig." has been enabled 
to accomplish, by tbe possession of Santarém, 
tbe strongest place on either bank of .the 
Tagfus. 

Massena /trás easily enabled to mask bis 
•movement to tbe rear, as bis troops-"were 
'constantly in motioii on tbe road betwixt 
tbe position and Santarém. Having grádu- 
-ally withdrawn tbe main body, • bis piquets 
"were called in without any previous notice, 
after dusk on the 14th; and as n.o desertefs 
carne overon .that night, bis retreat was iiot 
■disco vered until day-light next moming. 
The ligbt division immediatêly advanced in 
pursuit, but some delay took place in respèct 
to the-cavai ry/ vrho were never enabled to 
brihgtbe enemy's rearguard to action; -con- 
sequently féw prisoners v/ere. made.: 

j? 2 

1 
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•     LETTER. XL. 

The Frerreh aftcr retiring from bcfore the fortificd position in lhe 
vicinity of lhe Capital, are eantoned during lhe Winler Montlís 
in Santarém, Thomar, &c.—Dcath of the Marquia of Romana.— 
Skelch of his Character, &c. 

. Cartaxo, 2Qth JFebriuny,. 1811. 

THE enemy continues to maintain himself 
in the strong position of Santarém, and the 
three corps of the array underthe immediate 
command» of Massena, are eantoned m 
Thomar, Torres * Novas, and the other 
towns and villages in the fertile district 
betwixt Santarém and the Zêzere, over 
wlrieh river he has thrown a bridge, and 
collected a nnmher of boats with the intçn- 
tion, it is supposed, of transporting his 
army across the Tagus, into the province of 
Alentejo, fie has also construeted a batteiy 
on the rising ground, above the town of 
Punhete, and his guns command the naw- 
gation of both rivérs. Notwithstanding these 
advantages, however, the eombined force 
under  Marsh ai Sir W. C/Beresford, judi- 

i . 
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ciously posted on the left bankof thèTagus^ 
ifc considered sufficiently formidablc to op- 
pose the passage of the enemy -with evèry 
probability of success. 

The French troops   have hitherto   drawn 
the whole of their supplies from this district, 
and  it is known that the resources of the^ 
country   are   in   consequence   nearly   ex- 
hausted.    The enemy's  excursions  in quest 
of provisions and forage for his cavairy are 
ahvays made to the rear, and extremei}7 con-% 

íined. bwing to the' vigilance of  the  orde- 
nenza, who lose no opportunity of cutting oíf 
stragglers, and còntinually carry on a  most 
harassing ánd destructive wárfare. 

, General  Gardanne's <Jivision   whichhad 
arrived within a short distance of the Zêzere,\ 
about theend of November, became alarmed 
on the appearance of a small reconnoitreing 
party from the garrison of Abrantes, whicfcl 
made some "prisoners, and retired  in great 
confusion towards the frontieiy foliowed  by 
the ordenenza, who annoyed them considcr- 
ably during their retrêat,   and  capturcd  ã 
quantity  of baggage.    This  division  subse- 
quently   íbrmed  a junction   with   the   9tft- 
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corps, commanded" by G.eneral'Drouet; two 
divisions of which takino; the route of the 
Conte de Marcèlla, arrived at Leyri.a in 
December, wlierc this General lias esta- 
blished bis head-quarters; baving openèd 
bis commuiycation with the main body of 
the invading army, by a chain of posts ex~. 
tending across the country to Pernis,- where 
the enemy has thrown up some field works. 
General Claparede occupies Guarda, witk 
another division, baving bis advance in Bel- 
monte ; and the remaining bâttaliohs of the' 
9.th corps form the garrisons of Almeida, 
Çiudad Rodrigo, and Salamanca. 

Colonel Downie,   who arrived from Eng-. 
land with dispatclíes on the 9th of December, 
proceeded afterwards to Badajos, havirig re- 
ceived permission from the Spanish govern- 
íiient to raise a legion õf 3000 men in the 
province of Estremadura. 

: An. Aid-de-Camp of MassenaV has been 
taken prisoner, disguised as a peasant.    On. 
his person was found  a letter addressed  to 
the • first French General commanding a di- 
vision  with  whom   lie could meet.    Aware 
that the cirçumstances.únder which he was 

\ 
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taken will affecthis Hfe, agreeably to thç 
usages of war, it is not improbable but-that 
thus situated, he may have given Lord Wel- 
lington some information of importance, 
which of course is not suffered to transpire. 

x    • .'   Desèrters  áre continually coming in, wlio 
I   * report that the enemy is destitute of bread, 

and the troops have nèitbef wine nor spirits. 
These articles are absolutely requisitei and 
essential to the heatth of the army, àt such 

j a season of the year, and in á climate  like 
this. The statemcnt of desertèrs howwer* 
must always bè received with sotné degree of 
distrust; but the present áccoiínís are coi- 
roborated by thè inhabitants of Thbmar and 
Torres Novas, who had generàlly remained 

* in  their habitations  on the  arrival  of  the 
I French,  and have now quitted  them m a 

starving condition. \ s 

The enemy moved a considerablc force of 
iírfantry and cavalry towardè the left, and 
dfôve the British piquets througli the towu 

) of Rio Mayõr on the 19th ulfciíno.    Wliat- 
cvfir was their object on this occâàiòn, they - 
iòòn after retired..   General Junõt, *\vbó com- 

í\ 
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manded the troops, was woiinded in the face 
bv a bali from a rifle. 
"   Don Julien Sanchez,   whose   activity   is 
-uriremitting, has liad the address to capture 
a large convoy of biscuit,   which   was  des- 
tined for the army of Portugal near Ciudad 
Rodrigo. o 

The engineers have latterly been employed 
in throwing up works betwixt Trafraria and 
Almada* ou the south bank of the Tagus; 
and a canal has also been cut across the 
neck of land to Setuval.—These opèrations 
wiH completely insure the safety of the nu- 

■merous shipping in the ri ver. 
On the 23d of January the cause of the 

península susíained an irreparable loss in thé 
lamented death of the Marquisde la Romana, 
He had been indisposed. for some days prè- 
viously with spasms in his chest, but findino- 
himself much better on that morning, he 
dressed, with the intention of paying a visit 
to Lord Wellington, vhen a sudden return 
of his complaint jendered it necessaiy to send 
for medicai assistance, which proved unavail- 
ing, the attack being of so viplent a nature 
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Z; $ to terminate in the short space "of half aií 
hour, bis'valuable existence. 
• The death of sucha mãn at ány time,- 
must have beeu considered as a naiionai 
ealamily; at the present moment it is matter 
òf deep regret3 tbat his countiy sliould bave I 
beeu deprived of a charaeteiy from his talents 
and patriotisni3 so truly estimable. 

The Marquis was educated in F rance, and 
spoke the language with the fluency of a 
iiative; he liad' resided there at diíferent 
periods, and formed many friendships, but 
ali personal considerations gave place to the 
sacred love of his country, which with hinx 
was an innate principie tbat glowed in bis 
bosom, and formed a distinguished feature 
iii his noble character. It was th is Amor 
pátria tbat taught him constantly to depre- 
cate the aseendaney wbicb France so loncr; • 
maintained over the feeble councils of the. 
Spanish monarehy.       ' 
.  Buonaparte must be supposed to bave pos-x 

sessed some knowledge of * Romana's  senti- 
ments being inimical to hisviews, and coii'-' 
sequently   dreading   the4   influence" of   his 
example upon the- coiid-uct .and mirids of bis 
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countrymen, he praetised that Ji?icssc, wliíc1% 
for a time, removed the Marquis and bis 
brave associates far froui their native laiid. 
In this isolated situation* neither his pátrio t- 
ism nor his íirmness for a moment forsook 
him; the resourccs of his raind became 
gradually unfolded, as occasions called them 
forth, and his ,unceasing efforts, aided by 
Great Britain, at length restored hirii and líis 
companions to the service of their country. 
From the period of his retiro, the Marquis 
continually exerted himself in the cabinet 
and in the íield, to frustrate the designs of 
the usurper. No motives of private ambition 
governed his actiõns; the inclependence of 
Spain ívas the sole õbject of his cares, fand 
most truly, most justly was his zéalous con- 
duct and unshaken loyàlty appreciafed by a 
grateful and admiririg people. 

At ali times aífable and easy of accéss, the 
Marquis of Romana possessed the mild eon- 
ciliating mánners of a perfect gentleman. 
With thé courtésy peculiar to his disposition, 
he listened to every ene, ànd his excellent 
judgmentj unfettered by prèjudiee/ enabled 
him to estimate and decide with promptitude^ 
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çn those méasures which wére submitted to 
his cohsideration. The mind of this íllus- 
trious pãtriot wa$, indeed, "most dear and 
comprehensive; ãnd it is cartai n, that he 
possessed more talents for business thaíi the 
manageníent of' an army, to which, his 
genius was not so well suited; although/at 
an early period of life, lie had adopted the 
ínilitary profession and attained consideVable 
raiik. 

The remaihs of the riòble Marquis were 
çoftveyed <tò Vallada ori the morning of the 
2j6th, with suitable Iionors..   . 

The procession. léd b)^ the grenadiers of 
Major-General Nightingairs hrigade, with 
arnís reversed, moved at a slow pace through 
the town of Cartaxo ; the band of the 79th 
regiment playing the mournful, yet beautiful 
and appropriate air çc To the land of the 
Leal/' 

Next foliowed a sqnadron of cavai ry, and 
a few paces in ttheir rear carne the body in a 
car drawn by 6 horses. On the coffiri, which 
was covered with crimson velvet, werc placed 
the hat and sword of the late Marquis. 
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♦ At a short distance from the car Lord 
Wellington and Sir Brent Spencer with theií- 
Aides-de-Camp, and a «rfumbér of Officers 
attended to pay the last tribute of respect to 
the illustrious deceased. 
i   On their arrival at Vallada, the body was 

] put into a barge commaiided by a Lieutenant 
of the navy and conveyed to Lisbon, where 
a vault was prepared for its reception, until 
an opportunity shall offer of removing it to 
Majorca, in which island, the principal estátes 
of the Marquis are situated; and his family, 
consisting of the Marchioness, a son, and 

f\ daughter, at presènt reside. 

\ 

* 



m*^mme^mmw~^*^^*m^^^mmmm*^^m ■ m  j 

2£í 

LETTER XLL 

Retreal of Massena from Santarém, and advancc of the British,— 
Operations during the Pursuit, wliich is contínued uniil the 
whole of the Army of Portugal cross the Águeda, leaving Al- 

.  meida to its fate.—Frcuch barbaritv. 

Almadilla, Spain, lòth April, l&ll. 

. INTELLIGENCE having reached tlie British 
head-quarters in the beginning of March, 
that the enemy had been for some days em-! 
ployed in sending bis beavy artillery and 
baggage, with the sick, to the rcar, it becamc. 
evident that the French Commander in Chief 
had some important movement in contem- 
plation. On the 4th a large convent in San- 
tarém was perceived on íire ; at dusk on the- 
following days the enemy withdrew his pic- 
quets, and the whole of the remaining force 
evacualed the town about midnisht. 

On the morning of the 5th of March. 
General Picton's division moved fonvard, the 
enemy. having withdrawn his troops from 
the vicinity of Rio Mayor. . V 
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Soon after day-break on the 6th the light 
division entered Santarém, and, in the course 
of that day, the lst, 4th, and 6'th divisions 

• * 

of infantry arrived in the town. The enemy 
during bis stay, had omitted no means of 
improving his position, which, in conse* 
quence, .was found remarkably strong. It 
appears that there were never more than 5 or 
6 reginlents in Santarém, and those very 
sickly, which agrees with the accounts uni- 
fórmty receivcd from prisoners and dcserters*. 

The light division arrived about noon at 
Pernis, which the rear-guard of the Frendi 
quitted before day-light, having effectually 
destroyed the 2 arches of the bridge. These,-* 
liowevcr, were spedily repaired by the staff 
corps for the passage of infantry- 
r On the 7th the troops were under arms at 
an early kour, when the guards and Kings 
German legion marched to Pernis, the 4t!i 
and 6th divisions to Golegao. Head-quar- 
ters on this day, at Torres Novas, > 

Pernis, where Junot had been stationed 
for*some weeles, is situated in a fertile valley/ 
watered by the Aveila in its course to the- 
Tagus.    About 200 yards above the bridge,: 

• 
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the ri ver, tumbling over broken rocks, forms 
•a granel and romantic cascade, the banks 
being extremely coníined and fringed with 
wood, through which jfche stream is seen 
rushing, add to the beauty of the surround- 
ing objects, A ruined mill, covered with 
iv}', and some old houses overhançins the 
river, contiguous to the fali, contributo, fur- 
ther to enrich the scenery, which is in the 
highest degree picturesque. Under a pro- 
jection of the cliff lay the mutilated remains 
of a Frenchman, who, having straggled froni 
bis party, had been put to death by thp 
peasantry. 

There were few inhabitants in Pernis, and 
those in great distress for want of subsistence, 
the French having on their arrival, seized on 
every article of provision for their own use, 
regardless of the misery this occasioríed to 
the wretched Portuejuese. 

On the 8th the artillery of the Ist division 
crossed the river at the forda little below the 
bridge, and were parked on the opposite 
heights; the troops remained in their quar- 
ters, ready to move at a moments notice. 



224 

i Marcli the Qth, the main body. of thê 
•Frendi, under Massena have taken the Coim- 
bra road. General Regnier, with the 2d 
coros, is marching towards Espinhei, and % 

•Loison's division by Ancião. 
. About 10 o'clock the guards and King's 
Germah legion marched from Pernis, and at 
•3 P. M. reached Torres Novas, for some 
time Massena's head-quarters. At 5 the 
brigade was again in motion, and in 4hoursr 

the 3d regiment halted. in the village of 
Sudes, vhere tliere were few inhabitants. 
-Roads very bad. The guns in consequence 
took a circuitous route to the right througli 
.Atalaya. ' 

On.the lOtli the 3d regiment advanced to 
Pyalvo, wheve the Coldstrcam had been can- 
.toned the preceding night. The brigade then 
proceeded on march, and about noon carne 
up with the rear of the 4th-division on the 
road from Thomar to Leyria. General Cole 
•had been ordered across the. ,Tagns to reiív 
force Marshal Beresford, but was recalled, 
.on Massena's movement. being distinctly 
ascèrtained, In .the afternoon heavy showeçs 
of raih.    About 4 P. M. halted near  the 
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íuiserãblè villagè of Cacliairas..   Colonel-De I 
Gre/s brigadc of cavahy, the King'» Ger- ' I 
mau legion, and  4th division  on the same I 
groundi    The whole of the troops in bivouac. 
Before dusk Major-General Hoghton's eorps 
from the 2d division reached the canip. | 
.   At day-break-on  the llth of Mareh, the I 
troops were m motion, and proceeded left iu ] 
front   on   the   road   to   Pombal 3   the   6tli I 
division jojned the coluran, the head of which, ] 
after a  long and fatiguing  march;   arrived 
near the toivn at dusk.    Pombal had been 
set on firè by the enemy, who failed in bis 
attempt to hold the ançient eastle, and was 
driven òut by thelight division.    About 9 
P. M. the enemy's fires in front of the town 
were* observed going out; but a considerable k t 
force reniained- in bivouac, at the distance of 
a leagne. 

The whole of the army was çollected íiear 
Pombal in the course of this évening. 

Next inorning, (the 12th) the British 
columns advanced along the road to Con- 
deixa, part of the troops fording the ri ver, 
while the rest moved over the bridge and 
througli the towii, in pursuit of the enemy, 

Q 
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whose rear guard, commanded tliis day by 
Marsbal Ney, was brought to action in frctot 
òf the village of Redinha, tlieir right on the 
Soure river screenecl by a wood; from 
whence, after a gallant stand, tliey were dis- 
lodged by Sir Brent Spencer, with the 3d, 
4th, and líght divisions, and the troops fol- 
lowirig the enemy briskly across the narrow. 
bridsre ovèr the Redinha river drove him 
upon the main body at Condeixa. During 
tliis operation, the remaining divisions were 
m reserve.    The anny bivouaced for the night 
close  to Redinha.    The 6th  division  under 

• * 

General A. Campbell made a lateral raove- 
ment tliis moming upon the enemys right 
by way of Soure. 

On the 13th the allied army was again iu 
motiori at day-break. The main body with 
the artillery marched upon the high road, 
while General Picton advanced along the 
heidits on the right, with some mountain 
íruns. Soou after mid-day the columns 
closed up and bivouaced within a league of 
Condeixa, which was. observed on fire. The 
IHit division was, for a short time, partially 
ensaçed with the enemy's rear. - . «■   • 
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March the 14th the troops moved off tbeir' 
ground " about   7   o'clock,    and   advanced 
towards   Condeixa.    In  several   places   the- 
enemy had constructed abattis to retard the 
purstiit:    these   obstacles,   however,   were 
soon overcome, and the columns, withthe 

»» 

exception of Major-General Pieton's division 
which moved along the heights and manoeu- 
vred upon the enemy's left, passed through ' 
the once beautiful, but now ruined town of 
Condeixa.    Meanwhile,   the  light  division,' 
stipported by the 6th, was warmly engaged 
with  the enemy, whose sharp-shooters, ad-v 

vantageously posted behind stonewalls, took 
a deliberate aim  upon. the advance of the 

• • • * 

British. This irregular warfare continued. 
for some hours; .after wtiich, the enemy 
retired to a hill, 1 leagíie >n front of Miranda 
de Corvo, in consequcnce of the movements 
made on bis flanks by General Picton and 
the liriít division under Sir William Erskine. 
From aheight on which the light division 
bivouaced, thexFrench were observed in con- 
siderable force. Regnier, who had taken 
the Espinhei road, followed by Major-Gene-* 
ral Nightingall, effected a junction this day 

'.Q2 

ã 



228 

witlr the main body under the Prince of 
Esling, whose whole army was now assembled 
in one solid mass. 

In the course of the rnorning several 
Officers were wounded. Major Stewart of 
the 95th, Captain Napier of the 43d, $nd 
Captain George T. Napier of the 52d. 
Major Napier of the 50th who had been 
severely wounded in the battle of Corunna^ 
was sent for to his brothers, whcn a most 
affecting scene took place. 

March the 15th.—The morning was ex- 
tremely foggy, which proved favourable to 
the enemy, whose movements were thereby 
concealed. About 9 the day cleared up, 
previous to which, the light division under 
Sir William Erskine, 3d, (Picton's) and 6th, 
(A. CampbelFs) advanced in pursuit. Some 
deserters carne in, who said that the Frcnch 
were destroying their artillery and burning a 
quantity of ammunition. At 11, the lst 
division marched, and about 5 P. M. .passed 
through, the smoking ruins of -Miranda de 
Corvo.    The roads throusbout were strewed o 

with  animais, destroyed carriagcs and bag- 
£agc,   and  numbcrs of dead  and wounded 
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Frenchmen. At 5, the light division and 
Màjor-Creneral Picton's, supported by the 
lst and 6th divisions and 2 brigades of ca- 
valry, brought the enemy's rear to action 
near the village of Foy dArouce. The firing 
continued until dusk, when the French 
retreated in confusion and with eonsiderable* 
loss across the Ceira ri ver, in which many 
wère drowned.' 

* On the lÇth of March at 4 A. M. the 
enemy blew up tlie bridge over thè Ceira, 
keeping a force on the opposite bank to 
watch the fords. • This day the army halted 
for supplies, whicb tliere was found some 
difficulty in bvinging fonvard; the roads at 
ali times bad, having beeii. mucli cut up by 
the late heavy rains. General Cole and Co- 
lonel de Grey li ave proceeded to join Marshal 
Beresford in the Alentejo. 

On the 17th of March the eríémy?s rear 
guard moved off during the night, and at 
day-break the advance of tlie British forded- 
the ríver near the bridge. Soon after the 
lst division crossed at a ford, about a mile 
above, upon which the enemy had brought 
two guns to bear on the preceding day. 
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- On tlie 18tb of March the armv advanced 
towards the Ponte de Mareella, over wliich 
the whole of the enemy had now retired and 
destroyed the bridge, leaving a strong corps 

I to observe the ford.    About 2 P. M. the 
lst division lialted near the village of Pom-; 
beiro, where Lord Wellington fixed his head- 
quarters.    The enemy was postecl 111 force, 
oh the right bank of the Alva.    Durinç the 
whole of this retreai. the French made their 

* >     ** . 

marches by night,   putting their troops in 
,  , «... 

xnotion a few bours after dusk.   - 
The 19th of March.—This morning thick 

and fogg3r; in consequence, the troops re- 
mained in their huts until noon, when the 
fog dispersed. Tlie 3d division marched to 
Arganil; about 5, the guards at the head of 
the lst divi$iqn arrived on the bank of the- 
Alva, whiclí they forded mid-deep: night 
comina; on, the-5th division halted on the 
left bank, Th.ere was some difficulty. in 
getting the artillery across, 

A numbçr of prjsoners were made on this 
«. • • 

day, having been sent out for the purpose of 
collecting provisions in the neighbouring 
villages;  and from this circumstance, it is 

7 
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bclieved to have been Massena's intention-to 
have halted on tlie right bank of the Alva. 
to refresh his army, had he nòt found him- 
self so closely pursued.   The troops bivouaced 
in tbe position of Moita, where they remained 
waiting for their supplics until noon on tlie 
25th,   when  thc column  proceeded on the 
road to Celérico.    At dusk the lst division 
halted' near the village of Galizes.    The 5th 
division,   Major-General  Dunlop's,   in  the 
rear, irithin a short distance. 
.. At day-break on the 26'th, tlie British ad- 

"vanced.4 leagues, -.and about dusk the.guavds 
went into quarters at St. Martinho and St. 
Marinha;   Major-General  Howard's  at  St. 
Romão; General NightingaH's at Cea, and 
the  King's German   legion   at  Penhanços. 
Artillery at the Quinta de Beca, which, with 
the palace at Cea, had been burnt to the 
«round.    Head-quarters in Gouvea, 3d divi- 
sion,   General Picton's,   at Linhares.    The 
advance at Celericò,  in which  the eneuiy 
have destroved a few hòuses. . 

1 On tlie 27th, haltecl. 
- On the 28th thedivision advanced towards 
Celericò, tlie guards wefc eantoned this daj 
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in Mello ;* General HcwarcTs in Sampayo, the 
KingV German  legioa in Gouvea, General 
NiglitingalTs  in ViII» Cortez anel Cortiça 
Head-quartcrs in Ceierico.    M&ssena oceu- 
pied Guardawith aconsiderable force; indeed 
thè numbers of the retreating army are com- 
puted at iiearly 50,000. 
, On the 29th the division marehed to Ceie- 

rico,   and about  sun-set   the   troops  werc 
quartered in the town and the neighbouring; 
villages of Chesu, Lagiosa, Vai de Sierras, 
Frontilhèra, Jbc.    The artillery at Baraçal. 
The principal  ãrch of the bridge over  the 
Mondego, had been destroyed, but was now • 
repaired for the  passage of the allied army. 

Massenaleft Guarda this rnorning with one 
corps of liis army and  part of another, on 
the appearance of the British columns.   Ge- 
iiera 1   Picton  with  the 3d  division,  moved 
across theSierra d'Estrella, tipon theenemy's . 
left, by. the mountain track froin Manteigas ; 
the light  division advanced upon  the right 
from   Fraxcdas, . while   General   Alexander 
Campbell   marehed   upon    the   high   road 
tbrough the vallcy of the Mondego, and as- 
cended the hill  of'Guarda in front of the 
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èity.   This movement was so skilfully com- 
* bined, that the heads of the several columns 

niftde their appearance on the heights pf 
.Guarda nearly at the same moment, and the . 
celerity and precision of their manoeuvres so 
intimidated the enemy, that without firing a 
gim, he immediately commeneed bis retreat 
towards the Coa5 in the direction of Sabugal, 
pursued by the caválry and light troops, who 
skirmished with the rear-guard and made 
about 300 prisoners. I 

As the French retired, the peasantry carne        .   - I 
witb their implements of husbandry from 
their hiding places, and commeneed their 
labours ; in many plaees  the vines  wevc ai- 1 
readv trimmed, and the industrious farmer, 
busied in his fields, seemed anxions to repair | 
the loss of time, and the devastation com- 
mitted by the enemy. 

March the oOth   the division halted :  on r 
• the following morning the guards marched 

5 leaçues to Fraxedas ; the artillery and the 
King's German legion halted in Alverca, 
which during the sieges of Ciudad Rodrigo 
and Almeida, had been Lord Wellington'* 
head-quarters ; the route was through Cele- 
rico and Baraçal. 

/. 
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Ápril the lst the troops remained in their 
cantonments. %Àt Fraxedas the enemy, in 
additiqn to their usual atrocities, violatcd 
the repose of the dead, by opening the 
graves in the church, which was in ruins, 
in hopes of finding valuables buried in the 
coffins. 

April 2d. The army advanced towards 
the Coa, and the briçades of lhe lst division 
werecantoned at night-fall, in villages about a 
kasue from the pi ver. 

April 3d,    Soon afterday-break, the army 
moved   forward   to    attack   the   enemy  in 
Sabugal,   where. General Regnier  remained 
with  the 2<í  corps  d'armee.    About niid-dajr 

the action commenced by a brisk cannonade, 
and the enemy being compelled to evacuate 
the town, drew up on an adjoining height, 
from whence they were dislodged by the light 
division ina most gallant manner, before the 
otlier troops could come into action. General 
Picton   advanced 2.miles   in   front of   the 
town, to the ground on which part of the 

» 

enerirphad bivouaced. The attack being entirely 
unexpected, their tents were left standing, and 
were taken possessipn of with-a cpusiderablq 
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quantity of baggage, tbe greater part of 
tthich, fell into the hailds of the light division, 
whose conducton this day, obtained the ap-» 
probation'and thanks of Lord Wellington, 
and theadmiration of the Nvlíole army. 

The   liçht   division  was   quartered   this 
-evcning in Sabugal, and the principal part of 
the army got under cover in the adjoining 
villages, although some of the troops were 
necessarily obliged  to   bivotiac.—Heavy rain 
during the greater part^of the day.—Head- 
quarters at the Quinta of Gonsalvo Martinez, 
in the Vale of Mourisco, from vhence they 
moved next day into Sabugal.    Thé guards 
v/ere  cantoned in the ruined viliagè of St. 
António,    where   they remâined   uutil   the 
mornins; of the  oth.  when  the whole òf the 
troops were  again   in  molion.    The guards, 
and Major-General Howard\s brigade forded 
the   Coa, a mile a.nd   a half above Sabugal. 
This little town,  wrhich is on the Spanish side 
of the river,  is of great antiquity, and  sur- 
rounded witH a walL ' The handsome Moorish 
tower is still in great preservation. 

At noon, the 7th division passeei through 
the column which then proeceded to Nave, 
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in which town, the guards and Major- 
General Howard's brigade, halted for the 
night. 
• A-prW 6th. The troops were in motioii 
soon after day-light.—The guards, about 9 
o'clock, passed through the ancient Moorisli 
town of Alfaytes, and 2 liours after- 
warcls, rcached Àldea Velha, on the road to 
Villa Mayor. 

On the followiug day to Turcalhos, one 
league.—Nearly the wliole of the British army 
entcred Spain. 

Ápri] 8th. The guards haltéd, and on the 
9th, advanced over the frontier throush 
Albegaria, to the Iittle village of Almadilla, • 
2 leagues from Villa Formosa—head quarters. 
The light division at the same time, moved 
forward to Gallegos, anel oceupied their 
forni er -cantou ments. J 

TheFrench, v/hen attacked on the 3d instant 
at Sabugal, were on the point of firing a 
feu de joie in honour of the birth of the Kinsr 
of Rome, the account- òf which had just beeft 
received from Paris'. 

After. the  action, Regnier made a forced 
march of 18 liours, and on the 4th, reached 
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the Águeda, over which, the whole of the, 
army destined for the subjugation of Portuga!, 
had retired on the Sth instant. 

The result of the operations, in which the 
British army has been engaged for the last five 
weeks, is highly satisfactòry; not a Frenchman 
at this moment, remaining in the kingdom, 
with tlie exception of the garrison of Almeida, 
and the communication betwixt this foríress 
and Ciudad Rodrigo, is completely cut oíf; 
the combined army now occupying a line, the 
left of which rests upon the Douro. 

Whilst the mode of warfare to which Lord 
Wellington- restricted himself in the late 
pursuit of Massena, proved extreinely embar- 
rassing to the troops of the enemy, the British 
army having sustained fe\v privations, and 
undergone no unnecessary fatigue, is in the 
highest healíh and spirits, unbroken, and 
ready to enter upon any further operations 
to which they niay be called.—Massena's army I 
on the contrary, is known to be disorganized 
and dispirited, and some weeks must elapse 
before it can be again in a condition to take 
the field. The accounts constantly received, 
of  the distress which the Frcnch suííered in 
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the position at Santarém, from a scareity of 
provisions, and the consequent sickness of the' 
troops, proved to' be no exaggeration, and 
was fully confirmed by the inhabitants of these 
places occupied by the enenvy, who, from'a 
variety of causes, liad remained in their homcs. 
The French leader, apprehensive of being; 

attacked on the arrival of the expected rc- 
inforcements from England, and fearing the 
consequences in the exhausted state of his: 

army, at length determined úpon a retreat, 
which was- in fact, become a matter of ini- 
perious necessity, 

However formidable the position of San-. 
tarem, the invincible spirit and superior dis- 
cipline of British .troops, must have ensured 
them complete success, whenever an attack' 
was determined upon. The French army, 
for the purpose of foraging, occupied an 
extended lineof country; and the force in the 
town was by no means adequate to maintain 
it, had a division of troops passed the Tagus 
in its rear, whilst the attention of the enemy 
was directed to points more immediately 
threatened, by which the principal-part of 
the attackins? columns, owing to local cir- 



cumstauces, must of necessity have ap- 
proached. These considerations, *and the' 
distress of his army, had doubtless their weight 
on the mind of the French Ieadcr, who found 
himsèlf in a situation of unexampled diffi- 
cnlty, to Rira " the spoiled child of victory/' 
altogether new, and to extricate himself from 
which, required the exertion of ali his talents, 
-and of ali his firmness. The reverse which 
the Prince of Essling lias experienced in his 
attempts to subjuga te Portugal, must be the 
more painful to his. feelings, when he reflects, 
that he has for ever tarnished his military 
feme, by his vain, arrogant and premature 
boast in the face of the whole world, to drive 
the English into the sea, andplantthe eagles 
of Napoleon on the towers of Lisbon.—To the 
last moment was the farce kept up, and his; 

deliided troops endeavoured to forget their 
vrants m hopes of the plunder of the me- 
tropolis, the sole object.of their thoughts, • 
for which they had madeso many painful 
marches., and undergone the most severe 
priva tions. In the theatre at Santarém, which 
the French oflicers had íitted up for their 
amusenient,   the   piece represented,  on' the 

\ 

i_». 
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eve of this memorable retreat, ãnd brought 
out with every adventitious aid of scenery, 
calculated todazzle the senses, and inflame 
thepassions of the soldiery, was the u Frendi- 
man in Lisbon !" 

The most bavbarous excesses were com-, 
mitted by the enemy throughout his whole 
line of march, and the inhabitants, who from 
age or sickness, were unable to quit their 
houses, became victims to the horrid brutalíty 
of the French soldiery. There is no atrocity 
of which tliese unprincipled ruffians have not 
been guilty: — every crime .that stains the 
black catalogue of human crueltyliaving been 
committed on the persons and property of the 
poor wretches who had the misfortune to fali 
into their hands. The prospect before the 
advanced guard, was alwa}'S that of burning 
villages, of plundercd cottages, of murdered 
peasants.—The roads were covered with the 
dying and the dead—with caiinon, baggage 
and ammunition, which the eueuiy could 
not carry off; with mutilated cattle^ with 
every thing, in short, that could create horror 
and disgust, that could make the hcart feel 
sentiraents of indignation  against the bar- 
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barous enemy, and of pity for the suíTering 
and ravaged natives. Not uiífrequently, 
liowever, tlie lattcr \vere able to revenge.upon 
the inyader, the cruelties he bad comrnitted. 
Ill some of the villàges, the peasants bad 
cut off detacliments of the enemy, and put 
th em to instant déath. 

Nearly the whole of the once beautiful city 
of Leyria is reduced to ashes. The mailsion 
of the rich and the cottage of the poor, were 
alike the objects of the cnemy's vengeance, 
and involved in one common conflaçratkm" 
by the merciless destroyer. ■ 

The maffnificent convent of Alcobaça lias 
been burnt by Massena's order; and Batalha 
would have shared the sarae fate, butíorthc 
massive strençth of its walls* which resisted 
the sacrilegious attempt. 

A strong detachment of the corps d'armee> * 
which   daily formcd  the  rear guard of the 
retreating enemy,   was specially allotted to 
carry the work of destruction into execution. 
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LETTER XLII. 
9 

Maissena haring collcctcd lhe wliolc of the Troops in the Nortfr 
of Spain, makcs an Attempt to relícvc Almeida.—Battle of 
Fucnícs de Honor.—Almeida abandoned by the Garríson. 

AJmadilla, llth May, 1811, 

. LORD Wellington having learnt, that the 
Princeof Essling had assembled a council of 
war at Ciudad Rodrigo òn *the lst instant, 
-vyhich was attended by 26 generais, and the 
enemy having for some days previously, made 
frequent demonstrations on the left bank of 
the Águeda, it was supposed that the French 
chief meditated an attempt to relieve 
Almeida, ov failing in that to bring ofF the 
garrison, which was .known to be now in 
much distress for provisions. 

On the following day, the enemy crossed 
theriverin force, and drove the light division 
out of Galiegos. The whole of the troops in 
consequence, moved from their cantonments, 
and on the 3d, this part of the army under 
the immediate comraand of Lord Wellington, 
was  concentrated   betwixt   the Villaees of 
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■ l?uentes de Honor in Spain, and Villa Fermosa 
in Portugal, two leagues frora Almeida, and 
four frpni Ciudad Rodrigo. 

In thçcourse of the same cl*y, the Frendi 
-ariny, commanded by Massena, havingunder 
bim Marsh ais Màrmont and Bessieres, and 
General Loison, arrived on the pjains on the 
other side of Fuentes, the key of the Britislx 
pO/Sition, and about 2 in the afternoon, pushed 
fbrward seveíal corps of sharpsho.oters to 
attack the villaçe, which was defended with 
the greatest obstinacy by the light troops, 
but the enemy, from . his superiority of 
iiuiíibers, at length obtained possession of this 
important post, from whicii, however, lie 
was soon after dislodged by the Jlsí regimen t, 
iinder Colonel Cadogan, at the point of the 
bavonet. This was alittle before dusk. Next 
inorning the enemy renewed his attacks upon 
tlie village, but every effort prov.ed unsuc- 
cessful. 
. At day-break on the 5th, it was.perceived 
that the enemy had moved the wholé of his 
cavalry, and several heavy columns of infantry 
towards the right. About 6 o'clock, his 
manoeuvres seemecl to.indicate an attack on 

R 2- 
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that point, and soonafterthe cavairy, deriving 
confidence from their numbers, advaneed 
upon the British, which was their weak arm, 
and compelled them to give way, but in 
rttreating, the British cavalry repeatedly faced 
about, and made some successful charges 
upon the encmy* Meanwbile, the 7tli division, 
which had been considerably advaneed upon 
the plain, was directed to fali back and fora* 
on the brigado of guards posted on the right 
of the lst division, and flanked by Captain 
Lawsoi^s brigade of 9 pounders, and some 
squadrons of cavalry. 

Their point d'Appni rested on some broken 
. and rockyground, intersected with inclosures 
.of stone walls, and copse wood, having a small 
ri ver the Turon, in the rear. 

Major General Houston was enabled to- 
execute this retrogade movement in the face 
of an infinitely superior force, principally by 
the steadiness and gallant conduet of the 2 
foreign corps in bis division, lhe Duke of 
Brunswick OeFs infantry, and the Chasseurs 
Brittanniques, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Eustace, who checked the advance of the 
Frendi  c*valry,   by  several  well   directed. 
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vollies. The eilemy had previous to this, 
opened a tremendous fire upon the first line 
of infantry; .every shot that went ovcr doing 
execution in the second line. 

The Iiçlit division, wkich at first formed 
on the left of the. 7th division, also retired 
before the enemy's eavalry in echelloa of 
-squares, and in the íinest order. 

About 11 A. M. the picquet of the guards, 
consisting of 1.00 rank and file, undcr Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hill, skirmishing infrontof the 
brigade, was charged by a squadron of eavalry, 
which they repulsed, and were retiring upon 
the 42nd regiment, commanded by Lord 
Blantyre, formed in columns for the support 
of the light troops upon some broken ground, 
when the enemy returned to the attack in 
such numbers, that after seeing most of his 
officers and men cutdown, ColonclHill being 
wounded, was compelled to surrender himself 
prisoner. 

Emisn Cookson was killed, Ensign Stothert 
of the Coldstream, wounded slightly and taken 
prisoner. — Captains Home and Harvey 
escaped, .although for some minutes in  lho 
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èriehiy^s hahds, the latter slightly wotmded. 
At this iiiòiíient, the 9 pounders having 
operied upoíi fhe Frerich câvalrjythey rètired 
in great confusion- About tlie same time, 
the enerriy pLíshed forward his light infantry 
npon the right, where they were 'met and 
rèpulsed by Cdloríel Guise, with the lighrt 
companies of the guards and part of the 
95th regiment, under Gãptain OTiare. 

The liííe was how íòrmed with tlíè' 7th 
división on the right of the Ist división, 
having on its left General Crawford with 
the light división in reserve.;-—Beyond, were 
those of Major Generais Picton, A. Camp- 
bell and Sir William Erskine. The left of the 
whoíe wás on Fort "Conception, covering 
Almeida 

• Tlie principal part of the cavalry remained 
òh the right.— Brigádier-General Pack was 
stàtioned with the Queen*s 'regimen t, and a 
brigade of Portuguese infantry watctiing 
Almeida, ffom whence .guns were fired at 
rintervals*âs sigilais. 

The 7th "división subsequently crossed the 
Turon, and foríned upon thehill in rear of the 
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present line, on which, sliould Lord Welling- 
ton think proper to refuse his right, a new 
position was intendéd to betaken up. 

The firing slackened on both sides towards 
the evening, but the engagcment was not 
fiually over until the close of day, when the 
enemy, wh o was -repulsed at ali- points, 
remained in the sanie position as at the com-* 
ineneement of the action, being unable (to 
gain a single advantage or make the smallest 
ímpressioh upon any part of the JBritish 
line. 

The Frendi array is statedto liave been not 
less than 40,0*00 infantry and 5000 cavalry 
when they entered the ..field. Their loss is 
estimated at from 1600 to 2000 killed; and 
it is known 'that 3500 wounded havé been 
carried into Ciudad Rodrigo. Our loss has 
also beensevere, amounting to .17^0 in killed, 
wounded and missin<í; butlhis number falis 

- short òf what raigbt have been expected from 
the  length of time the troops were  under 
fire. v -^    - 
'   The principal contest was in Fuentes, tlie 
possession of which was .of the utmost imporfr 
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ancê to either army. Colonel Cameron was 
mortally wounded at the head of the 79th 
regiment in defendine; this villase. 

The hostilearmies remained in front of each 
other on the tvro following days; and in the 
afternoon of the 7th, were employéd in 
burying their dead. During this interval, 
working parties were constantly occupied in 
strengthening the position of the British, by 
throwingup field works. 

The enemy having received a reinforcement, 
a renewal of the attack was generally expected 
on the niorning of the 8th, instead of which, 
•at day-breák, his cavalry Videttes galloped 
off to the rear, and soonafter, severalcolumns 
of infantry appeared moving in tlfe same 
direction. The French continued their retreat 
on the 9th, but a strong rear guard of aboiit 
2000 cavairy and several battalions of infantry 
remained in sight. On the -lOth, the British 
broke up from their position, and while the 
Jight division, supported by the cavalry, 
advanced towards the Águeda; the rest of 
the army returned to cantonments, and 
the originai" investment óf Almeida was 
resumed. 
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Colonel Trant arrived on the 7th, witli a 
division of Portuguese, and the corps of Dou J 
Julian Sanchez took ashare in the action, and 
checked the cnemy's movements on the 
right. 

Early on the morning of the 11 th, the 
garrison of Almeida made a sortie, and cut 
their "\vay to the Bridgeof San Felices, through 
the British piquets, with the exception of 
470, who were either killed, or wounded and 
taken. General Brenier, the Governor, had 
previously blown up several bastions, and 
the curtains next the Coa, anel destroyed the 
guns of the fortress, with an immense 
quantity of stores in the arsenal, which vras 
burnt.—Thè prisoners were raostly in a state 
of intoxication, which was also the case with. 
the French cavairy on the 5th instant. 

Soon after day-light, General Pack, witli 
his brigade of infantry, entered Almeida» 
It appears that the French evacuated the town 
about midnight on the lOth, and having 
formed in column, waited near some ruined 
houses, a short distance from the walls, untii 
the explosion took place. Their object was 
'to destroy the rcveltement or outer rampart, 
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and  the  branches of the grand mine were 
conducted accordingly. 

Anxions to ascertain the success of his 
labours, the commanding engineer remained 
behind, intending to folio w the garrison 011 
the Malpartida-road, but he is said to have 
perished ia one of the chambers, owing to 
which circumstance, the whole of the mines 
were not sprung* The bastions of the faces 
nearest the- Coa were demolished, and the. 
intervening curtain destroyed. The stone 
work of the ramparts fell into the ditch and 
part was carried compietely over. Noinjury 
on this occasion, was done to the town, which 
had" suffered most severeSy by the explosion 
of the grand magazine in Angust last, 
previous to its snrrender to the French. In 
consequence of that event, Almeida became 
pne-vast heap of ruins, a great number of the 
garrison, and of the inhabitants perished; 
the south-west curtain sustained considerable 
damage, and few houses escaped, without 
receiving some material injury. Of the twq 
magazines which were placed in the castle, 
"the most elevated spot in Almeida, not one 
stone  remained upon ânother, nor can the; 
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foundation of these   buildings  be  now dis-* 
tinçuished. 

Theenemy had been for some days previous 
to the lOth, employed in spiking the guns3 

and othenvise rendering th em useless: the 
whole of the 'militâry Stores were then col- 
lectéd in the arsenal ãnd set on fire. It is 
here proper to remark, that the French shewed 
some degree of consideration for the re- 
màining inhabitânts of 'this devoted town, 
and they do not compTain of any ill-trèat- 
mént. 

The campaign, by the fali of Almeida, 
rnay now be considerèd at an end, as far 
as regards Portugal; and the whole kingdòm 
has again beèn dielivered from tlie yokje of 
France, whose hitherto victorious legio*ns3 

under thè ^còmmand of their ablest chiefs, 
have in etfery instancie mêt with disgrace 
arid defeàt, when opposed to the British 
troops. 
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LETTER XLIII. 

! 

Opcrations of Marshal Sir William Beresford on the Guadiana.— 
Battle of Albuera.—General Luralcy's brilliant Aífair with tlic 
French Cavalry at Usagre.—The Siege of Badajos raiscd a 
sceond time.—TIic whole of the Àllied Army in the Alentejo.—- 
Lord Wellington in the beginning of August re-crosses the 
Tagus, and invests Ciudad Rodrigo, into which Marmont 
throws Supplics on the 24th of Septeinber, and advances over 
the Aqucda. — The Allicd Army takes up a position in front 
of the Coa.—-IMarmonl retires. 

< 

I 

Pinhel, Sth Dccembcr, 1811. • 

PREVIOUS to the commencement of 
Massetms retreat frora Santarém, Marshals 
Soult and Mortier advanced frora the south 
of Spain, in order to form a combined 
operation with the army of Portugal. In 
pursuance of this object the latter possessed 
himself of Merida on the 9th of Januaiy, 
and for th with invested Badajos with his 
infantry, placing his cavalry on the righf 
bank of the Guadiana. 

General Mendizabel was dispatched to 
the relief of Badajos on the 20th of January, 
with the  Spanish  corps, which  under  the 
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command of the Marquis de la Romana, 
had joined Lord .Wellington in the lines, on 
the 19th of October. After some trifling 
manos uvres, the Spanish General thrcw 
himself into the city, from whence.he again 
withdrew his array on the 9th of February, 
anel took up a position on the ridge of 
St. Christoval, which commanded an ex- 
tensive view in every direction. Notwith- 
standing this advantage, which appears to 
have been disregarded by General Mendi- 
zabel, the Frendi army crossed the Gevora 
and Guadiana, surprised and totally.defeated 
the Spaniards. The French cavalry pursued 
the fugitives (who as ' usual threw away 
their arais,) across the plain to the walls of 
Elvas, and captured the whole of the Spanish 
artillery and baggage- 

The enemy was thus enabled to stt down 
quietly before Badajos ; and M. J^fortier lost 
no time in breakingground andeommencing 
the siege. A small breach having been.made 
on the lOth, (but by no means practicable 
for assault, if properly defended,) the traitor 
Imaz, who sueceeded to the command, on 
General   Menacho   beino- killed,      lthousrh; 
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apprized that Marshal Beresford was march* 
•   '   . ing to his relief» surrendered tbe city and a 

garrisoii equal in number to the enemy. 
General Menaclio  had   made  every dispo- 

• sition for defending tlie place to the last 
extremity ; the streets were barricaded, and 
the garrison was well supplied with ammu- 
nition and provisions for a month. 

• The Frendi had.preyiously obtained pos- 
session of Olivenza and its garrison, con- 
sisting of 3000 Spaniards ; but a Portuguese 
force of only 250 men bravely defended the 
fortress of Campo Mayor from the. 14-th to 
the 21 st of March. On the 25th Marshal 
Beresford having been reinforced by the 
Hon ou rabie Major-General CoIe's division 

\s ofinfântry, advanced against Campo Mayor, 
which the enemy abandoned pn the appear- 

•   • ance of the British  and Portuguese cavalry. 
Two squadrons of the 13th dragoons, and 
two squadrons of Portuguese charged the 
Frendi cavalry, wh o werebroke and pursued 
toBadajos, but the infantry effected their 
retreat to the fortress in a solid body, ai- 
though witb considerable loss, and recovered 
.thecannon which  had been taken  by the 
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allíed cavalry. It was unfortunate that the 
infantry were not combined in this operation, 
as the capture or destruction of the enemy 
would have been completely êffected with 
their assistance. 

After this affair, Sir William Beresford 
threw a bridge over the Guadiana at Ju- 
rumenha, and in the course of the -4th and 
oth of April lie crossed with his arniy; then 
leaving General Coleis diyision to attack 
Olivenza, he advanced with the whole of his 
remaining forcei and drove theenemy (who 
did not think it expedient to risk an action,) 
into the Sierra Morena. Havino: àccom- 
plished this object, and Olivenza havingsur- 
rendered to the Honourable Major-General 
Cole on the 15th of April. Marshal Beres- 
ford returned to undertake the siege of 
Badajos, which place was completely invested 
on lhe 7th of May by the allied «iiiy, and 
a Spanish corps commandcd by Don Carlos 
D'Espagne. On the following day' the 
batteries were opened against Fort St, 
Christoval, and the garrison returned a very 
brisk fire upon the besiegers. Sir Witliam 
Beresford   having received  infonnation   on 
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the 12th that Marshal Soult was advancinsj 
from Scville. dispatched a courier to Lord- 
Wellington with thatintelligence ; andjudg- 
ing it necessary to suspend his operations 
against Badajos, thc heavy field traiu was 
sent back to Elvas. 

Lord Wellington lost no time in reinforcing 
Marshal Sir William Beresford with the 5d. 
and 7thdivisions of mfentry, under Generais 
Picton aud Houston, and proceeded himself 
to Elvas, which his Lordship reached on 
the 19th instant.—Mêantime, however, the 
battle of Albuera was fought on the heights, 
above the village of that name ; arid Marshal 
Soult was completely repulsed bj' the allied 
British and- Portuguesc army, under Sir 
William Beresford, and a corps of 10,000 

)\ Spaniards,   commanded  by Generais Blake 
and Castanos. The superior numbers of 
the enemas cavairy enabled him to make 
good his retreat towards Seville, which lie 
corameneecl on the morning of the 18th, 
two days after the action. The Honourable 
General Lumley followed them with the 
British and Portuguese cavalry to Usagre, 
whcre the enemy having collected a considcr- 
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>ble, force, vattacked the- allied  cavalry  on 
the 26th  instant.     Major-Gencral  Lumley 
had préviously retired through Usagre, ■ and 
háving   postcd   his troops on some favour- 
able ground  bchiud thatvillage, waiíecl the 
enemas  attack.     Threc  regiments   dashed 
.through.Usagrc  in  a very resolute inanner, 
but had  scarcely formed   when  thcy were 
chargcd. by General  De Grey-s  brigado   of 
heavy cavalry,   and completely overturned. 
The French cavalry immediately broke and 
fled,   leaving a  number  of  prisoners,  and 
.killed    and   wounded   on   the  field.—The 
nature of the country did not pcrmit General 
.Lumley to follow up the advantáge hc had 
so happily gained,  and   with a very trifling 
loss. . 

The siege of .Badajos was now resumed, 
.and on the 2d of June batteries were re- 
opened against Fort St. Christoval and the 
body of.the placç. A breach having.bccn 
effectcd in Fort St; Christoval, an attcmpt 
was made on the 6th of June' to carry the 
'work/ and subscquently, ou.tlie night of the 
.Qth. both of which failed, and the besieeers 
jvtircd/w.Lth I03S. 

>. * 

S 



\ Before day-break, 011 the 6th of Juhé, 
the 'guards oncè more marched from Alma- 
:dilla, and passing thróugh Aldeã de Ponte, 
-arrived about 8 A- M. at the miserable 
•village of Robildsa, wbere they halteil until 
irrdòn. The brigada then marched by Ai- 
fayates to Soita, and bivouaccd about a miie 
beyond, ' • 

"'. At 4'iii the morriing of tile 7th, the 
-guards at the head of the lst division moved 
off to Sabugal, and crossing the Coa at the 
bridge, took up a position on the left bank 
of the river, and- threw out strong piqueis 
to protect the forcls; In the couise of the 
daythe light division and the 6(h arrived 
'ori-this grouiul. Tlíis movcment was occá- 
sioned by the enemy having pushed forward 
a coftsiderabíe bocly of cavalry and some 
•infantry in firont of Ciudad Rodrigo,, ón 
which Sir Brtíht Speneer Urithdretf his out- 
posts,* expccting to be attacked on the" 7th 
or 8th by the -vvhole of the enemy^â force 
in that quarter.—These operations of tire 
Trench leader Marshal Marmont, (vho had 
sueceeded to • the .command of the army on 
Massena's recai to Paris.). appear to hâve 



fcecn hiàde Witii à view of masking his real 
nitéft ion ; for early in the aftcruoon of the 
Sth it uas ascertained that the ehemy was 
moving in force towards the pass of Banos. 
The troops were theh directed to proceed 
ío the Alentejo, and on the Hth and 15th 
ihe column crossed the Tagus at the ro- 
irrantic pass of Vi lia Velha, over a flying 
bridge.—Lieutenant Johnston of the royal 
artillery, wàs unfortunately drowned while 
trying th is ford. 
- On the Í6th the brigade entered Portalegre, 
in which city the <5th and light division ttere 
also quartered ; and on the 19tli the lst 
division marched to Assumar, and the light 
division to Aronches. Oh the 23d the 
guards advanced to St. Olaya, and hutted 
near that town. 
~ Previous to this period the Commander 
of the forces hád again raised tliè siege of 
Badajos, the eneray having assembled the 
ivhóle of his disposable force in Estremadura, 
and still retairíing a considerable superiority 
in cavairy over the British. On the 22d 
tlíeèneniy advanced 40 squadrons of his 
.fcávah-y and some field-pieccs, for the pur- 

s 2 
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pose of -roaking areconnoissance; • but althougb- 
they carried off a picquet of the llth dra: 

goons, coipraanded. by Captam-Lutyens,. 
yet on the appearanee of the British and 
Portuguese cavalry, the French retired into 
Badajos, without having seen the position 
of-the allicd army, tiie right of whielv 
rested upon Elvas, the line extending along 
a ridge, intersected by the small river Caya,. 
towaSs the fortress of Campo Mayor, in 
which the 7th division of the army was 
quartered.'   The maia   body  of the alhed 
ai-my was in huts. 

In the beginning of July Marshal Soult 
kaving from  6  to 7000 men m   Badajos,. 
placedP his army   in  eantonments,    having 
his head-quarters at Asugal;    Marmont at 
Truxillo : and Regnicr in Merida. 
.   The British  and Portuguese  army  con- 
tinued in camp until the 24th of July,- and 
then movcd into quarters.   The Commander 
of the forces ar.d heads of departments in 
Portalegre—The fiSth of July   being the 
annivemry of the tiattlc of Talavera,   an 
entertainment was given at  head-quarters 
and a bali in theevening, which was attended 

x  i 
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hy General Castanos and • his suite, .-.the 
-officers in garrison, and some of the prinT 

.cipal inhabitants of this city.  . 
Marmont having passed the Tagus. and 

.established himself atPlacentia; in the be- 
.ginning of August  the main body of the 
British army  reerossed  the  riyer at  Vil la 
Velha,   and the Comraander of the forces 
-fixed his head-quarters at.Fuente Guinaldo, 

• .about 2 leaçmes from Ciudad Rodrigo.   Part 
of the infantry vas pushed forward on the 
Salamanca road, and ali communication cut 
oíf betwixt the fortress and,the enemy. .. 

. As'it was known in the early part of Sepr 
tember that a conyoy was preparing at Sala- 
-manca,   destined  for. the  relief of Ciudad 
.Rodrigo, the combined forces were assembled 
on tlie line of the Águeda on the 23d of that 
month.    About % V. M. on the. following 

xlay, the head of the eonvoy was observed 
entering the fortress, and in the eou.rse. of the 
.same ntght the whole arrived.   For. its pro- 
tection, the enemy had assembled. a large 
jarmy, cohsisting of 55,000 infantry and 6000 
.cayalry.    Of this force,  General Baraguay 
D'Hillier's Count D'Orsenne brought 22,000 

v 



ê6â 

Trom Salamanca, and the remainder werc the 
divisions underMarmont;- which, sincè their ' 
retiring from Estremadura, hád been cán- 
toned at Placentia, Talavera"de la Revna, 
and other towns on the Upper Taçus. Prc- 
vious to the enem/s approach, the British 
out-posts were withdrawn to the left bank of 
the Águeda; over which, the enemy pushed 
•his advanced guard, 2 regiments of cavalry 
and .3000 infântry, on the evening of the 
24th. - . v 

-    Next  day at  noon  the eneiny moved a 
force "upon the 3d divisiori,  Maior-Generai 
•ncton-s, which remained in a strong position 
on the right bank of the Azava,   and the 
French   cavalry  advancing   in   consideral)le 
iiumbers, took'2 pieces of Portuguesa artil- 
lery aftereutting down the men at their guns. 
The 5th' regimént theu charged in the most 
gallant stiíe, retook these 2 pieces and sub- 
sequentiy retired with the 77th regimént. in 
one square, and the 19th  Portuguese regi-' 
ment  forming another   before  the   French 
cavalry, who repeatedly charged  three faces 
of the Britisli square without effect.    This 
roanoeuvre was directed by the Honourable 

■T +■ 
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Major-General Colville ; and the 11 th light 
dragoons, commanded by Colonel Cumming, 
and Gernian hussars succeeded 'in kceping. 
the imniensely superior force of the enemy 
.in check.   - 

. About 3 6'clock. the enemy appeared iii 
front of. Carpio, and his movements liavmg 
manifested a design upon that" village, a- 

place of no importance, Major-General 
Alexander Campbell withdrôw the <5th divi- 
sion .befaind the Diias Casas to the woods in" 
front of Nave d'Aver. • - 

Gii the 26th of September, ali was quiet, 
and the enemy in motion to the riglítr He 
also shewed a. force in front of Fuente Gui- 
naldo, and deployed in viewof the JBritish; 
already • drawn np in line nnder the imme- 
diate orders of Lord Wellington;, but after 
some time he relinquished his intended at- 
tack, and having re-formed his columns," 
cohtínned his movemcnt to the right. 

At 3 in the morning of the 2yth of Sep- 
tember, the Ist division marched through 
Villa Mayor to Bismula, vliich thcy reached' 
bcfore noon, and at 10 P. M. the troops 
were asain in motion and made anight march 
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to' Rendo, which they passed about 4 in the 
uiorning and halted in a wood half a mile 
beyond. Heavy rains for some hours. 
- In tíiis position, the left of the ground on 

which the Commander of the forces had 
determined to nieet the thrèatened* attack of 
the enemy, the lst division remairied until 
theTfolIowing day, and theh crossed the Coa 
to take up cantonments in the valley of the 
Mondego, • agreeably to General Graham^s 
orders, dated Rendo, 28th of ^Sèptember, 
1811. 
r The Lieutenant-General lias received. the 
orders of his Excellenoy the Commander, of 
the forces, to march the troops into canton- 
ments, as the enemy lias abandoned the 
attempt of attacking the army in.this po- 
sition. He is confideut that the left could 
not have been forced, dèfended by such 
troops as he lias the honour to command.. 

The position extended from-Rendo to Soita 
across the high road and covering Sabugal, 
bqth-.flanks resting on the Coa, having 
several fords- and bridees in its rear for the 
retreat of the troops, in the event of an un- 
successful conflict. *   , 

M ±u 
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- In • the middle of October, Don Juliait 
Sanchez, everon the aiert, carried off a large 
proportion of the' cattle belonging to tbc 
garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo, án d made pri- 
soner. the Govcrnor General RevnaucL . the 
«ame offiecr wlio commanded the rear-guard 
of Soult's army.wheri driven froin Oportò. 
- .At 1m the morninç of the 2d of -Novem- 
ber, an .order arrived for the Ist division to 
move up to the frontier, and at the. sanie 
time, the whole army was put in motion." 
At "9 0'clbck* thé order to march was can- 
celledy the new Governor of Ciudad Rodrigo 
having.reached that town with -some pro- 
visions, under an eseort of 4000 raen. 

. ;   Accounts were received at head-quarters 
of   Lientenant-General    Hill   havine   com- 
pletely surprised a division of the ôth corps   . 
at Afroya Molinas, commanded bjr General 

• Girard, who was wounded and eseapcd wifck 
difficulty. The whole of his baggage, artil- 
3er3rj *and npwards of 1000 prisoners,' in- 
cluding the Duke D^remberg and General 
Brone were taken: 
;. The army was . açain advánced to. the 
frontier. in the lattcr end of Kovember, in- 
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tclliíjénce liaving been' reccivéd, that ílie 
enemy intended to throw supplies intoCiudad 
Rodrigo. This movem cnt was also supposed 
to have for its object, the protcction of 
Almeida from insult during the repa ir of the 
fortifications. * 

The army remained for a few days iti this 
position, and then moved into w inter quar- 
ters. Lord Wellington retnrned to Freneda, 
and the head-quarters of the lst division werc 
íixcd at Pinhel. 

No place cr territory had suíFered more, ift 
çonsequence of the Freuch invasion, than 
the city and bishoprick of Pinhel. The 
furniturc of the bishop's palace was entirely 
dcstroyed, but this noble pile of building 
remained entire. The Franciscan monastery, 
and now deserted cònvent of Ursulines, had 
been oceupied successively, by Frcnch, Eng- 
lish and Portuguese troops," and. received 
considerabie injury. The town within the 
walls, is evidently of great antiquity, and the 
fincMoorishcastle must have been impregnable 
in former açes. In one of its towcrs is a small 
circular building, supposed to contain a flight 
of steps leading to some subterranéaji àmjk 
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geons, but from the preseíit.state of tlie Walls, 
itis impossible to ascertain the exact use for 
which it was originally inteuded. A beau- 
tiful antique cross ornaments- the market 
plnce. 

The venerable bishop, \vho resides at the 
Quinta of St. Euphernia, 2 leagucs distante 
made the following aftecting report qf the 
devastation committed. iu bis diocese, to the 
regeney. 

The local position of the bishoprick of 
Pinhel, on the confines of this kinçdom, con- 
tainingin its bounds, the fortress'of Almeida 
and the military road to the province of Leon, 
from the interior of Portugal, hasplaced it iu 
the melancholy necessity of serving as the 
theatre of preparation for the delence of the 
kingdom, from the bcsmnintf 0f the fatal 
war of the French revolution; for the forma- 
tion of a military road at the time of the 
intrusion of French despotism, and for the 
marcli of Sir John Moore, when his army 
entered the province of Leon, and latterly, 
since the beginning of the year 1810 to the 
folíowing July, it constantly served as a posi-r 
tioíi for the allied army as long as itremaihed 

> 
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in the province of Beira. On the march of 
that army into Estremadura, its toai ruin 
•began with the entry of the hostile army; 
•and from the latter being stationary in the 
territory of Pinhel, from July to the 13th of 
September, when it advanced into Estrema- 
dura, and ultimately, in its precipitate and 
furious retreat to Spain, being in the inferim, 
from July to April, occupied and trodden in 
ali parts, by different divisions of the enemy, 
mafcliing to avoid the main arníy, or acting 
in ffying parcies tlirough the bishoprick, 
sometimes in one part, sometimes in another; 
robbing and ravaging-; inasmuch that, 
according. to the most exact information, 
there is not a village which does not exhibit 
the marks of French wickedness in a manner 
inore or less horrible.- .. 
- It must likewise be observed, that the 
territorv of Pinhel had previously suíFered by 
the passage of the Gallician army to Leon, 
and during* the ' war, by the marches and 
military evolutions-of different divisions Qí 

Portuguese militia, at the time .ttoey were 
ordered to observe the enemy. •     • 
i- Ali these circumstances have concurred to 
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swèll the volume of the public and privãte 
misfortuiies 'of Pinhel to such a degree, that 
in this melancholy point of view, .it infinitely 
outdoes ali the other bishopricks of'this king- 
dom, when the variety of armies and their 
divisions  which  have been   stationary, and 
the still longer stay- the enemy made in it are 
considcred.    The riches of the district, and 
the subsistence of its inhabitants, depend on 
the cultivation of corn and breeding cattle, 
and  as  these   tvo articVes,   bowever mu eh 
wanted for; the   allíed   army,   became   still 
greater objectsof French rapine, it is nov 
without sheep, oxen and corn, (corísisting of 
rye and  bãrley) • and consequently without 

subsistence. 
Exclusive of these evils proceeding from 

human causes, the bishoprick of Pinhel 
labours under others; for besides the epi- 
demic fevers, which have 'carried off a great 
proportiott of its inhabitants, those who 
remam have little hope froni their scanty 
ferms badly worked, and so. devastated by 
theenémy, that they producenothmg,.and in 
the memory of man never was there,a,more 
unproduotiveseason for thefewlaudsihat have 

been cultivated. 
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The population of Pinhel was coinputed 
at from 30 to 40,000, it is now reduced to two 
thirds ; the remainder being carried off by 
•violent  and natural   deaths,   and   by   em*. 

.'gration ; such it its prcsent condition. 
The precedingobservationsof this respected 

prelate, may be applied wth great truth, to 
the other provinces of this kingdom, which 
have been infested by the presencè of the 
enemy. . ... 

Pinhel had only beèn recently erectcd into 
a bishop's see. Therè is at present, no 
establishment of canons or a cathedral, for 
which. the ground is marked out, biit the waf 
has put a stop to the work. General Graham's 
quarters are in the bishop's palace, amagnifU 
cent quadrangular structure, havia* a Isro-e 
court in the centre. • 

Pinhel in former times, when the Spaniards 
possessed Almeida, and tire whole çountiy 
on the right bank of the Còa, must have 
been a place of great irapórtance, naturç 
having evidently marked it out as the frontier 
town of Portugal. The district betwixt the 
Coa and the Pinhel river is very rocky, and 
appears tinsusceptible of cultivaliom 
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LETTER XLV.  ' 

iGcncra! rcmarks on tlic successful Campaign of  1011,—Obsct- 
vatious rcspccting lhe Spaufoii Gucríílas, &c. 

Pinhel, 20Afe Dcccvibcr, 1611. 

THE recent suecesses of Lord Wellington,.* 
çannot.fail of producing a beneficiai effect 
•upon the minds of the Spaniards, l3jr encou* 
ragins;acontÍDuance of their efforts; to resist 
the progress of the invader, but mu st alsp 
be regarded with â corresponding interest, 
by the other nations of Europe, who have 
been hitherto led to consider the troops of 
Napoleon invincible. If roused by the 
moral feeling which these glorious events 
seem most forcibly calculated to inspire, the 
powers of the continent, should shake off 
the apathy, with which they have too long 
beheld the strides of the modem Alexander, 
and laying aside those pretty contemptible 
jcalousies of each other, which Búonapartc 
has but too. successfully promoted as the 
means of increasing his own powcr, then 
tliere is yet a hope, that the tyrant piay be 
hurled frora his thronc,   and   the eenius of 
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liberty onccmore  erect hís standard on the 
Continent of Europe. , 

• •      •-, .. 

To thc powerful influence which the dis- 
grace of Masscna raust produce oii the cause 
of Spain, and in the eyes of its inhábitants, 
is to be added the hiiçh character obtained 
in the course of the late operations, by the 
Portuguesc. Two years havc scarcely 
elapsed, since-these troops, which now.shinc 
SQ conspicuously. m the defenceof their 
counlry, were an un-armed, ill-cloathed, 
un-accoutred,- un-disciplined rabble, now 
they possess in an eminent degree, the best 
qualitiesof warribrs* and havé provcd them- 
selves -f 'worthy of contendihg. in the same 
Cf ranks with British soldiers/' Thi.fi happy 
object has been accouiplished by the liberal 
policy of taking 30,000 Portuguese into Bri- 
tish. pay, and placing them under British 
officers of .cxperience and talent, The mea- 
súre has been crowned with such complete 
success, that it appears most .desirable to 
extend this system.over the whole Penín- 
sula; ; .'. . ■ 

• The population of Spain even in its present 
state is fully adequate .to maintain ,an army 

■* 
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- of 200,000 men, independent of the Guerilla 
force, and of that number 30 or 40,000 mi^lit 
be taken into British pay, and trained by 
British officers on the.same footing as thc 

. Portuguese. In the formation of these.troops 
a due regard would of course be had to the 
character and feelings of this high-minded 
people.     A proportion  of British   superior 

• officers in no instance exceeding one half, 
-should be allotted to each regiment,. and this 

• distribution might tend to prevent any jea- 
lousies arising among men although of dif- 

• ferent nations, yet íighting under the same 
standard, and. united in one glorious cause. 
Those officers who have served in the penín- 
sula, and have acquired aknowledge of the 
Spanish language and national character 
should of course be preferred to assist in the 
formation of these levies, the establishment 
of which is in perfect unison with the wise 
and extended policy- hitherto pursued in tj?e 

. conduct of the present war, and the necessity 
õf meeting the eíforts of the enemy with in- 
creased means, becomes evéry day more ap- 
parent. But situated as Spain is at this mo- 
ment, with nearly ali her strorig places in the 

T 
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cnemy^s pòssessión, it vou!d be foúnd ex* 
treinely difficult.to ofganizè and forni regalar 
bodies of troops, vrhich after such training 
might be led with à prospect of success 
açainst tile veteran le^ioiis of France. To 
promote habits of discipline, subordinãtion 
and the other c^Ualities requisite in the coili- 
position of a soldier's character, a length ôf 
limeis necessarjvand the quiet of a garfisôn 
at a distânce from the actual theatre of war. 
In GalHcia* whilé it rcmains free from the 
enemy's prestence, depôts might-be fotmd for 
the ne\v levics ; but, should thè system ãbove 
alluded to be adopted, the fromtiers of Por- 
tugal seèm peculiarly pointed out for the fe- 
ception and formation ôf Spajiish battalittns 
in the pay of Britain. 

At present,   the   only  troops   ih   Spain, 
„ whieh carry on a successful warfarè agaiíist 
■ the .Frendi, are the Guerillas, or artofed pea- 
santiy, and it may be fairly presumed, that 
1hev are incited to attack the enemvs con- 
voys, and straggling parties, as mudi by the 
hope of phtnder,  as fronl motives of pátrio* 

- tism.    Th is cannot be supposed to iiifluènce 
the  minds of their çallant chieis,  but the 
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*-peasank,   when compelled  by the ravages of 
- war to abandon the Scenes of peaceful indus- 
- try, wheti no longer able to pursue his usual 

, avocations,   becomes of necessity a soldier, 
and assumes the rnilitary charactér, as the 
only means of supporting his existence*    It 

- is of these materiais that the Guerilla force 
^ is principally composed, a hardy peasantry, 
despising danger and enduring the vicissi- 
tudes of the seasonS; and every species of 
fatigue and privation with the fortitude of 
ancieht Romans; minutely acquainted with 
the almost impenetrable recessies of their na- 
tive land, its deep extensive forests and dis- 
tant glenSj the situation of itsrivfers ánd the 
devious paths which lead to their mountain 
holds, above ali, receiving early ititfelligeiice 
of evéry inovement made by the íbe ; it is 
nót surprising therefore, that such a body 
sudden, and determinèd in attack, should 

: carry terror and dismáy, even into the ranks 
of the Frendi soldiery, who have on nume- 
ro us occasions, suftered most severely in their 

% conflicts with these self-formed bands, some 
of which constãntly hòver in the neighbour- 
hood of the capital, and at times, appearin^ 



276 

\ before the gates of Madrid, alarra the usur- 
per in the very moment of fancied security. 
JBut it is perfectly evident that the deliver- 

, ance of Spain, can never be atchieved by $he 
efforts of a force so rudely const.tuted, how- 
ever useful it may be, and successful as it 
has often proved against small parties of the 

, enemy in their desultory, yet impetuous 
attacks. 

The armies which have overrun the conti- 
nent and have raised the character of France 
as a military nation,   beyond   any   former 

-period of its history, can only be successfully 
opposed by troops of a similar description 
inured to habits of regular warfare, and ac- 
customed to undergo the greatest hardships 
of which the human frame is capable. . With 
an army thus organized, coraraanded by of- 
ficers of approved merit, and possessing the 
confidence of their troops, Spain, aided by 

. the vast rèsources of Great Britain, may yet 

. anticipate a favourable result to the present 
contest, and finally accomplish the expulsion 
of the modem barbarians and their sangui- 

. nary leaders beyond the Pyrenees. 

THE   END 

/ 
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