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ADVERTISEMENT. 

IN thc ycars 1765 and 1766, General Dumoir- 
riez, then a captain of infantry, made thc tour 
of Spain and Portugal, by order of the Duke de 
Choiscul, Minister of foreign afFairs in the 
reign of Louis XV. ; and it was to that noble- 
man he transmitted his observations on thc mode 
of attacking and defending Portugal, whose 
topographydocs notappear to have been better 
known to its neighbours the Spaniards, than to 
the rest of Europe. The Dnke de Choiscul 
having-becn exiled in 1770, was sueceededby 
the Duke d^iguillon. After the dismission 
of the Duke d'Aigiiillon in 1774 (who was the 
personal enemy. of our Author, as well as that 
of every one who had obtaincd thc confidence 
of thc Duke de Choiscul) Dumouriez then 
addcd to his military observations, the various 
remarks hc had made on thc governmcnt, poli- 
ties, finance, commcrcc, manners, colonics, &c. 
of Portugal, and the whole was printed at 
Lausanne in 1775, under the titlc oíThe Staté 
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VI ADVERTISEMENT. 

ofPortugal in 1776. It is a Translation of that 
work which is nowofFercd to thc public. How- 
cvcr, it may be propcr to observe, that scveral 
articles have bccn omittcd; some of which 
contained nothing but invectives, and others 
related either to subjects of littlc interest, or 
whose personality mu st have rendered them 
ofFcnsive to a nation, which, whatever Dumou- 
riez may say to thc contrary, is thc friend of 
Portugal. Almost ali thc distances of placcs, 
as stated by thc Author, have been rectified; 
and thc greater part of the proper names which 
he had written in the Spanish, instead of the 
Portuguesa language, have bcen corrected; ma- 
nyoccasional notes have likcwise been added : 
those which contain geographical illustrations 
willbc found of great utility, and it is presumed 
that thc others will prove cqually deserving 
notice. 

Whcn this work first appcarcd, it was read 
with great .avidity, and received from every 
impartial rcader an unsuspected praise, its Au- 
thor being then unknown ; but it displeascd 
alikc .thc Portugucsc and thc Spaniards. Du- 
mouricfc has told them both thc truth, without 
any reserve ; his frankncss, which too often 
bears the appearance of rudeness, may some- 
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times bé thought insulting; and thc'manner 
in which he introduces his corrécting admoni- 
tions, is still more rèvolting than his censure. 
Both nations, therefore, còndemned the wdrk, 
.which certainly is far less difficult than to re- 
fute it. 

His military observations .are acknowíedged 
to have been made with uncommon sagacity, 
and the Portuguese may derive mucH useful 
instruetion from them; he has pointed out ali 
the resources with which a fortunate situatiori 
has furnished them : the territory which they 
must defend, he examined with the eye of an 
able officer ; with the sameeye that could dis- 
cover,twenty-five years after, theThermopyles 
of St. Ménéhoud (to use his owh expression) 
where, at the head of an inferior and inexpêrierí- 
ced body of troops, he stopped the progress of 
& Prussian army, commanded by one of thc 
first generais of the age. 

This work of Monsieur Dumouriez is but 
little known in this country, whose ' interests 
it attackswith great virulcnce on every occa- 
sion ; but considering it always as our dnty to 
defend them, it therefore becomesan object of 
no small importance to bc apprized in what 
manner those interests are attacked. Impressed 



Vlii •   ADVERTISEMENT* I • with this idea, togethèr with thc vcry impcrfect 
accoiínts òf the interior of Portugal, hitherto 
published, occasioncd this Translation; con- 
ceivingthát itcontainsmuch information upon 
these subjects,-which, under thepresent thrcat- 
cncd circumstances of that country, may prove 
'highly acccptable. 

General Dumouriez in his Preface, having 
particularly recommended a Mapof Portugal, in 
six sheets, published by the late T. Jefferys, 
it should bc mentioned that this Map has since 
been greatly improved; the northern districts 
of Estremadura, togethèr with the eastern 
portion of Alemtejo, have not only been cor- 

Trected, but traced ancw from manuscript sur- 
veys,  made by a distinguished officer   in the 

T English army, during the last war in Portugal. 
1 Ali the frontiers, particularly those of the north, 

have   also been rectificd,  from the  provincial 
maps lately published at Madrid, by T. Lopez. 

1 Mareh ist, 1797. THE EDITORv 
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AUTHOR:S PREFACE. 

1 HETitlc of this Book proves with what case 

it is composcd—a Work of this kind exacts 

from its Author ncither strict adhcrcncc to 

chronology, method, comment, analysis, cio- 

quence, nor imagination : to speak the truth is 

ali that is required of him : the severest censor 

has no right to demand more, My Work is a 

picture, which I colour toany height that suits 

my idea ; if the colour be but true to naturc, 

the strength or wcakncss of the tint makc no 

difference In its merit; my titlc is then exact. 

From the circumstantial histories of Portu- 

gal I have sclccted some traits,* to throw light 

upon the national character, and to clucidate 

my observations upon the present statc of the 

monarchy. A minute detail of facts does not 

come -vvithin my plan. 

* History of Portugal, in French, by La Clede, in 
t volumes, 
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2 THE AUTHOR*S  PREFACE. 

I wish to paint Portugal as it was in 1766: 

and to my surprise and satisfaction, I finei it s« 

littlc known, that my book will possess com- 
plctcly the merit of novclty. 

The intimatc connections of Portugal with 

Êngland, its riches, situation as a maritime 

power, the horriblc convulsions of naturc that 
have in this age shaken its very foundation, the 

wars it has been forced into, and above ali, the 
transcendem genius of its Prime Minister,* 
ought to call forth the curiosity of ali travellers, 
and excite thosc that visit its shores to acquire 
and commnnicate informalion on so interest- 

ing,  and, I venture to   say,  so  unknown a 

countr)r. 
The English travellers, those diligent ob- 

servers of men and things, scem to have neg- 
lected Portugal, or to have despaircd of find- 
ing in it any object that could repay their 

tronble, or satisfy theír spirit of philosophic 

research. None visit Portugal but mercantile 
men, and thosc absorbed in commerce, confined 

* Marquis of Pombal. 
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Xò .ttieir dcsk or cxchangc, scc no placc buí 

Lisbon and Oporto, and live cntircly among 

thcmsclvcs ; thcy, thcrcforc, can obtain but a 

scanty knowlcdge of thc country. 

The Spaniárds, though thcy have a thousand 

motions of policy, rivalship, and hatred, to 

urge ihcm to a scrupuloús examination of thc 

ncighbouringkingdom, are yet more indifferent 

ihan thc English. Thcy have no map of it, no 

plan of its fortresses, no account of its armed 

force, its resources, or of thc character and 

temper of its inhabitants: if such exist, it can 

only bc within thc impcnctrable scrutoires of 

ministers, ont of which not even thc exigencies 1 

of war can draw them.  It must be fresh in thc I 

rccollcction of many officers how, in thc cam- 1 

paign of 1762, %vhile thc army was encamped 

'at Zamora, with thc intention of penctrating I 

into Portugal, thc General, Marquis of Sarria, I 

stood in his hall surrounded by his stafF-of- 

ficers, likc thc figure of perplexity and diffidence, 

craving information concerning  thc roads of 

Portugal, from persons as ignorant as himsclf; 
B2 



4 THE AUTHORVriiEFACE. 

howonc man had heard from a pedlar, tharbe- 

twccn such towns the highways wcrc rugged ; 
another had been told, by a lady in Valladolid, 
that othcr roads werc passablc or impassable ; 
ali was guess and hcarsay ; no plan of a cam- 

paign was formed, because thcre was no topo- 
graphical knowledge ; and yet, at that vcry 
time lay, buricd in dust and oblivion in thc 
public offices, the Memoirs of the great Duke 

of Alba, the Duke of Ossuna, Don John of 
Áustria, and the Marquis of Bey ; thc maps 
and surveys made by their orders; and the plans 

of Nicholas de Langres, a French engineer, 
drawn in 1640. The war of 1762 has not pro- 

duced even a tolerable map ; and Portugal is as 

little known to the Spaniards, in a militar}' 
view,'as the deserts of Arábia. 

Thomas JefFerys pnblishcd an excellent map 
of Portugal *. 

.   The French, $0 remarkable for their enrio- 
sity, vivacity, boldness, and acuteness of re- 

inará ; who raakc rcflections and write upon 

* Án improved edition was printed in 1790. 
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ali subjects, havc nevcrtheless left Portugal tm~ 
tried; contem, like other travellers, with a 

sight of Lisbon and Oporto, thcy havc givcn 

us some speculative pamphlets on thc com- 
mercê of thosc chies, but have not extended 

their view into thc heart of the kingdom. Thc 

French officers, who served as auxiliaries in 

tlie Spanish army, saw too little of thc country 
to attempt a dcscription of it; and were be- 
sidcs so disgusted with the ridiculous conducr 

of the military measures, that their reflections 
may be more justly considered as bitter satires 
upon their friends, than criticisms on the ope- 
rations of the enemy, 

One great cause has powerfully opcrated to- 
wards the neglect with which Portugal has 

been treated by writers and travellers, and that 
is, the extreme sloth and apathy of its inhabi- 
tants ; they neither travei, write, nor commu- 
nicate with foreign nations. The wretchcd 

accommodations and bad roads of their own 
country, and of Spain, may be admitted as their 

excuse ; but why not visit England, their ally ? 

B3 
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§ THE AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 

why not profit of their easy communication 

by sea "with ali thc world, to know -what is 

passing ín some parts of it, and to draw its at- 
tention once more to a nation which a fcw 
ccnturies ago astonished mankind by thc most 
raluable discoveries, and brilliant conquests ? 

Strange to say, its government forbids thc 

cxcrtion; while Dehmark,wisely steeringclear 
of the contest, sent its young officers to learn 

their hazardous trade under great generais, 
Portugal recallcd thosc subjects whom zeal for 
glory  and instruction  had enticcd from their 

homes. 
This clotid of oblivion which covers Portiu 

gal, this national stupor, stamps a value on my 
Work ; v/hich I shall endeavour to cnhancc by 
impartiaUty, and a steady adherencc to truth. 
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BOOK I. 

CEOGRAPHICAL   DESCRIPTION   OF 

PORTUGAL* 

CHAPTER   I. 

DIVISION. 

1 HOSE pcrsons who take up a boolc with a 
wish to bc instructcd, will peruse with eagcr 
attention thc geographical details which are ne- 
cessary for undcrstanding it, whilc thc samc ' 
dry statemcnts frighten him who rcads only for 
amusement. I have endcavourcd to plcase both 
kinds of readers \ thc former, by my scrupu- 
lous exactitudc, thc latter, by an asscmblage of 
anecdotesand rcmarks, which will enlivcn thc 
page, and dispcl the gloom. I have givcn a 
state of the population of Portugal, not to bc 
met with in other books. Without having ve- 
rified the account, and seen thc vouchcrs, it is 
scarcc possiblc to bclicve that its six provinces 
can bring forward so many inhabitants, yct the 
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8 ACCOUNT OF PORTUGAL. 

statement is indisputable; and thcre is room 
for doublc thc number, withoiit bcing distrcst 
for sustcnancc: in the time of.the Romans, 
thcy nourished more than five millions of in- 
habitants, and thc.glorious age of Don Emma- 
nucl rcckoned up at lcast fonr millions. 

Thc wholc extent of Portugal is about 
threehundrcd and forty British miles in lcngth, 
and from onc htindred and thirty to one hun- 
dred and forty in brcadth ; it is therefore 
five times less than Spain. But the advantages 
of its situation, the assistance of England, thc 
ivcâkncss of its enemy, the impervious nature 
of its approaches, and the number of its strong 
holds, will always preserve it from the ambi- 
tion of Spain, were ali the rest of Europe to re- 
main an indifFerent spectator of the conflict. 
With these wcapons, it will always baffie the 
efforts òf thc Spaniards. 

Portugal is divided by geographers into six 
provinces, three of which form the department 
of the north, viz. Entre Douro c Minho, (be- 
tween Douro and Minho) Traz os Montei, (be- 
hind the mountains) and Beira ; thc remaining 
three compose the southern department; viz. 
Estremadura, Alemtcjo, (bcyond Tagus) and * 
the kingdom of Algarve. 
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CHAPTER II. 

ENTRE DOURO  E  MINHO. 

THE  province of Entre Douro c Minho is 
bounded on the north by Galicia in Spain and 
the river Minho; ' on  the  east by Traz  os 

' Montes, from which it is separated by the moun- 
tains of Santa Catcrina and Geres; on the south 
by Beira, from which it is divicled by the river 
Douro; on the west by the ocean. Its length is 
above sixty miles from north to south, its width 
about forty, from east to west. In proportion 
to its extent, it exceeds evèry other province in 
the number of inhabitants. 

In it are two cities, Braga, the capital, and 
o Porto ; twenty-six towns, or wallcd burghs ; 
the principal of which are Viana, Guimaraens, 
Ponte de Lima', Villa de Conde, Caminha, 
Monção, Barcelos, Valença ; it reckons two 
cathcdral, five collegiatc, and more than five 
hundred parish churches \ it is watered by 
many rivers, which distribute fertility, and are 

*crossed by more than two hundred stone bridges. 
The chief produetions are corn, winc, oil, 
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wool,  and flax ; Hving is chcap ;   game and 
fish abound. 

It is divided into six jtirisdictions; viz. three 
roya!, called Corregedorias,* and three feudal, 
callcd Ouvidorias. 

Guimaracns is the first corregedoria, extend- / 
ing over four towns; its district is Iarge and 
populous, containing 124,000 souls." The chief 
town stands between the rivers Davc and Vi- 
sela, three leagues from Braga ; it was the rc- 
sidence of the early kings of Portugal, the 
birth-place of Alphonsus Henry, who first as- 
sumed the regai title. Here is a collegiate 
church ; the canons possess great riches, and 
belong to the higher class of nobility. In the 
fish-market is a ruined church, dedicated to St. 
James, which was in Pagan days the temple of 
Ceres; the town contains 5000 inhabitants, 
and is defended by an ancient castlc, built on 
an eminenec. 

The second corregedoria, Viana, consists of 
nine towns; the most considerable Monção 
and Ponte de Lima.  It numbers 98,000 souls. 

* Corregedor is the name givcn to the chief civil ma- 
gistratc appoimcd by lhe king; and Ouvidor the name 
of the subordinate magistratc appoíiitcd by tholords of 
tiic respective towns or distriets.    T-- 

: 
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Viana is siiuated at the mouth of thc Lima, 
with a harbour oncc very practicable, but of 
late ycars the saad banks have accumulated, 
and no vessel of burden can get in ;• it is well 
built, in an agreeable country, with about 7000 
jnhabitants; Alphonsus III. was the founder 
in 1253. The castle of St. James, raised on a 
neck of land, with bastions cut in thc rock, de- 
fends the entrance of thc port. 

Ponte de Lima boasts of great antiqnity, at- 
tributing its foundation to the Greeks; it stands 
on the Lima, ten miles above Viana, and is a 
ncat little town, of about 2000 souls. Monção 
was built by Alphonsus III. about nine miles 
from Valença, on the Minho ; contains only 
700 persons; the fortifications niigBt be made 
very respcetable with moderate repairs. 

, The t-hird corregedoria is o Porto,   (" the 
Port,")  or Oporto,  or  Porto,   in  which  are 
one city,  three towns,   and   100,000  inhabi- 
tants ; next to Lisbon Oporto claims pre-emi- 
nence, in point of value, over ali Portugal; 
its port, at the mouth of the Douro, is famous 
for its traffic, which has drawn to it a great 
concourse of people, especially within the last 
thirty ycars;   thc  efrects  of the  tremendous 
carthqnakc of 1755 were but little fclt here ; 
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foreigncrs swarm at Oporto, and carry on its 
trade; lhe English are thc most numerous. In 
1732 thia placc containcd only 24,000 inha- 
bitants, lhe number is now nearly double* : it 
is open and unfortified, except towards thc sca, 
where two forts have becn built. Living is 
cheaper than at Lisbon, society more agrecablc. 
After thc carthquake, thc court had thoughts 
of removing hither. Thc inundations of thc 
Douro frequcntly cover the quays and low 
quarters of thc city. 

The first ouvidoria is Barcelos, containing 
seven townsj and 50,000 souls. The town of 
Barcelos gives titlc of count to the housc of 
Bragança; it stands nine miles from Braga, 
and has a collcgiate church, but only 1500 in- 
liabitnnts. 

Thc ouvidoria of Valença embraces* three 
towns, of which thc principal onc, Valença, 
."\vas founded on thc Minho by the veteran sol- 
diers of Viriatus; it.v/asoncc rcgularly forti- 
fied, but the works have long becn in a statc of 
min; thc present minister has directed them to 
.bc restored ; Tuy, the fronticr town of Ga- 
íicia, is not ont of cannon shot from Valença, 

* In 1705, it containcd only four thonsand.    T. 
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which gives title of marqtiis to the house of Vi- 
mioso. The poptilation of thc district does not 
exceed 26,000, that of thc town amounts only 
to 900 souls. 

Thcouvidoriaof Braga incltidcs that city only, 
and 34,000 inhabitants, of whom 12,400 reside 
at Braga, which is said to have bcen founded 
by some Grceks returning from the siege of 
Troy ; it stands in a pleasant plain, distant sc- 
venteen miles from thc sca, watered by two ri- 
vers ; the Cavado on thc north, and thc Deste 
on the south side. This city was an important 
station in thc days of ancient Rome, and still 
shows, as proofs of its former grandeur, an 
aqueduet and a ruined amphithcatre; it is 
well built; thc sce of an archbishop, to whom 
its lordship bclongs, who assumes thc titlc of 
Primate of Spain, as filling the most ancient 
episcopal chair in the península. Five councils 
have bcen holden here, and 114 prclates have 
wom its mitre, some of which are held in high 
repute for sanctity and lcarning; the famous 
Bartholomew of thc martyrs at thcir.head. 

Thc six jurisdictions of this province con- 
tai ir, according to thc last rates, 504,000 inha- 
bitants, who are in easicr circumstanccs in ge- 
neral, as being more industrious and resolute 
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than those of thc othcr provinccs. Thcy are of 
a handsomer brced, robnst, and agile, frank and 
loyal snbjects, and estccmcd the bcst foot sol- 
diers in thc kin^dom. * 

Entre Douro c Minho is exposed in time of 
war to nothing more dangerons than slight de- 
sultory attacks on the frontiers, which towards 
Galicia are well covered by thc Minho, and 
cut throngh with innumerable dcfilcs andrm- 
penetrable delis; its people are bravc, and ani- 
matcd by a most ardcnt hatred against the Cas- 
tilians. Thcre are besidcs some fortrcsscs, cs- 
pecially along the banks of the Minho, such 
ás Valença, Villanova, Lapela, Monção, and 
Melgasso. Many largc streams, that run across 
the fronticr from the dcep recesses of the 
mountains, contributo greatly to the strength 
of the conntry ; every river that waíers the 
inner parts of the province (viz. thc Li- 
ma, Ncyva, Cavado, Deste, Dave, and Gri- 
soner) directs its course from east to west, and 
consequently forms natural points of defence, 
and posts which, joined to thc steep mountains, 
-must render an irru])tion on this side very dif- 
ficult and hazardous. Near thc source of the 
Lima towards thc north, thc entrance is wider, 
but there alsoarcmanycxcellent posts along thc 
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Vazzcaf, viz.  Tiar,   Paradcla,   Forte da Es- 
,trica, and Portela cie Homem. On the east side, 
the province is separated from Trás os Montes 
by the chain of Geres, Santa Catcrina, and 
Maram, which is very hard to pass, and very 
casy to defend, by brcaking up the wtys, mak- 
ing abattis, throwing up breast-works and rc- 
doubts \ npon the whole, this province, though 
tempting from its ric-hes, is in littlc danger: 
(hc Spaniards have never made any great im- 
pression upon it; and so wcll is it calculated 
to defend itself, that its safety isentrnsted to its 
own militia, except   two or  three battalions 
placed in the garrison of Oporto.  Such hitherto 
has bcen the arrangement, which has sufficed 
for the preservation of Oporto against hostile 
attacks.    The badness of the roads, the quan- 
tity of wood, and the abruptncss of the moun- 
tains that hang over this city, inspire it with 
eonfidence bf security, and pcrhaps ought ra- 
ther to excite apprehensions, if the Spaniards 
understood the art of making war with light 

/ troops. 

« 
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CHAPTER  III. 

TRAZ   OS   MONTES,   (or   TRALOS   MONTES.) 

THE provincc of Traz os Montes is so deno- 
minatcd from its situation with regard to En- 
tre Douro c Minho, from which it isdisjoincd 
by the ridge of Maram and Geres on lhe west 
side ; to the north is Galicia ; to lhe east the 
kingdom of Leon, and to the south Beira. Its 
surface is mountainous and dry, but near the ri- 
vers, the narrow slips of plain are populous 
and fertile. It comprchends two cities, Braga 
and Miranda, and fifty towns; reaches about 
cighty-six miles from cast to west, and betwcen 
sixty and seventy from north to south; is divided 
into two corregedorias and two ouvidorias. 

The corregedoria of Torre de Moncorvo con- 
tains 26 burghs and 45,000 inhabitants. In 
1762, the Spaniards placcd a detachment here,. 
which did a great dcal of mischicf. As they 
marched to attack it, they took it for granted 
they were to meet with a fortificd town, and 
it was said that a corps of 8000 Portugucse 
were to defend it.    The astonishment of the 
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Spaniards cquallcd thcir ignorancc, when they 
found Moncorvo was but a sorry villagc, that, 
for the last hundred ycars, had had neither wall 
nor gate, nor had it secn a soldicr stationcd thcre 
during ali that time." 

The corregedoria of Miranda contains an 
episcopal city, 12 burghs, and 24,000 .souls. 
Miranda was fortified, but in the ancient style, 
when the Spaniards carne to invcst it in 1762; 
a powder magazine blew up accidentally, tore 
the castle to pieces, killed 600 men of the gar- 
rison and of the town, and laid the place open 
to the cnemy. The same disaster had befallen 
it in the wars for the Spanish succession. It 
is impossible to re-establish this fortress to any 
good effect, as it is commanded by the heights; 
yct a post here would be a great barrier against 
Leon, and be an advantagcous ontlet for an in- 
vasion of Spain \vith light troops. 

The ouvidoria of Bragança comprehends a ci- 
ty, 12 towns, and 75,000 inhabitants. Bragança 
is the capital of the province, but the bishop's 
see lias becn rcmoved to Miranda ; it stands in 
a narrow plain, near the banks of the little river 
Fcrvcnça, only nine iniles from Galicia, and 
Leon. Its foundcr is said to.have bcen Brigo, 
the fourth monarch of Spain, tn fabulous times ; 
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but it has anothcr full as honotirablc and more 
.probablc A colony wms scttlcd hcrc by Au- 
gustus, and, in honour of his great-uncle, callcd 
Júlio* Briga. It bears thc titlc of dutchy, and 
bclongs to thc rcigning failiily. Hcrc are some 
good manufactories of silk, vclvet, and gro- 
.gram. Its walis are anti que, defended by 
sixtccn towcrs; thc castlc pretty strong. In 
point of relative situatton to Spain, it resembles 
Miranda, and contains 2700 inhabitants. In 
1762, thc Spaniards lost above 4000 solclicrs in 
an hospital they had established herê. 

Chaves is the most considerable town of thc 
province, and the residence of the commander 
in chicf of thc northern department. Vefpa- 
sian first scttlcd* it, and built fine batlis here, 
of which some fragments remain to this day. 
Over the river Tâmega is still to be secn a 
very remarkablc bridge, erected by Trajan. 
Thcrc are fortifications, but ali difficult to de- 
fend, being, as ali thc rest in the district aro, 

• This is a mibtake; thc town of Juliobriga, bclong- 
ingto lhe Cantabriy was situatcd at lhe foot of thc moun* 
tains where thc Ebro takçs its sourec. ]cfFcrys's map 
calls Braga Brigantium, which is likcwisc an error, lhe 
smeient nanie of that cily being Bracara Augusta. Bc« 
Uncos in Galicia is thc ancient Bngavtiuvi.   T. 

—   ^>i ii 1       ■ 
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commandcd by cmincnccs. The royal family 
possessos the seignory. It was from Chaves 
that the Spanish general detached, in 1762, a 
corps of 3000 volunteers, that wcre to march 
to Oporto as avanteouriers of the arrny; Alex- 
ander Orcilly*, now a licutenant-general in 
the Spanish servicc, in high esteem, was put 
at their hcad, and was to have becn supportcd 
by other parties. He pushcd on as far as Vil- 
]a Real without meeting with any resistance ; 
but therc he learnt that the peasantry was arm- 
ing, and that the defiles werc dangerous, upon 
which he turned back, and made a very disor- 
dcrly retreat ; at Villa Pouca, and as far as 
Chaves, the pcasants harassed him execed- 
ingly, and had the glory of driving him back 
with loss and disgrace, though their number 
did not exceed 600, nor had they a singlc mi- 
litary man witK them. This fcat was highly 
eclebrated in Portugal, and the particulars of 
it repeated with great pride. The failurc in 
this operation occasioned the retreat of the Spa- 
nish army to Zamora, the siege of Almeida, 
and ali the confusion and blundcrs of the cam-« 

* Famous for bis i))-fated cxpCtlition against Algien 
in 1775.    He dicd a captain-gcncral in 1791.    1« 
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paign. Portugal was at that time without 
troops and planet-struck ; had thc army ad- 
vanccd rapidiy upon Oporto it must havc taken 
it without firing a guri. Grcat resources would 
havc bcen found thcre, both in money, storcs, 
and provisions, and an cxcellcnt climatc; thc 
Spanish troops would not liave pcrishcd as thcy 
did, with hunger and want of accommodations; 
thc face of affairs would havc becn totally 
changed, 
. Thís provincc is nol worlh an attack in a 
war betwecn Spain and Portugal; it is cvcn 
dangerous for thc Spaniards to pcnctratc into it, 
as they found to thcir cost in thc late war; 
40,000 men advanccd to Chaves, Bragança, 
and Miranda, without magazines or provision 
of any sort, and about a fourth of their num- 
ber died thcre of sickncss, hunger, and want, 
without a singic point being carricd in faVour 
of thc general attack upon Portugal, 

— —• ~ - - 
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CHAPTER IV. 

B EIRA. 

M-t 

THE provincc of Beira is the largest inthe king- 
dom ;' it borders to the north on Entre-Douro 
c Minho and Traz os Montes; to the east on 
Leon arid Spanish Estremadura; to the south 
on the Portugucse Estremadura and Alentejo; 
and to the west on the Atlantic. Its Icngth 

4eightytwo miles, its brcadth above onc hundred; 
is divided into six corregedorias and two ouvi- 
dorias ; contains four bishopricks, viz. Coim- 
bra, Viseu, Guarda, and Lamego ; four ci ti es, 
and 234 little towhs, %vith 560,000 inhabitants: 
in some parts the country is fruitful iri wheat and 
rye, and abounds in game, and shecp, fish, and 
fruit; in others, ^an universal sterility reigns. 
The climaie inclines to cold, on account of the 
quantity of mountains. In some distriets near 
the sea Beira produces excellent winc and oil, 
as good as that of Andalusia ; the English buy 
most of it, as wcll as its lemons and oranges. 
This province is divided into upper and lower 
by a lofty ridge, called La Serra de Estrella. 
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The corregedoria of Coimbra contains onc 
city, manybnrghs, and 150,000 souls. Coim- 
bra (Conimbriga) was buiU by the Romans, 
about 300 years bcfore Christ, on a spot dis- 
tant onc leagne from the prcsent city ; but tlic 
Alani having destroyed it, Ataris king of thc 
country raised it anew in 415, on thc banks 
of the Mondego. Coimbra is celebratcd for 
its university, founded by king Denis, which 
has seven professorsliips for diviniiy, seven for 
cânon law, ten for civil law, ?even for phy- 
sic, onc for mathematies, and onc for music. 
The city has a fine bridge over the Mondego, 
and musters jo,ooo inhabitants, besides 4000 
students. The bishop is titular Count of Ar- 
ganil. 

The ouvidoria of Montemoro Velho contains 
30,000 inhabitants ; the ancients knew it by 
the name of Medobriga*. This town stands on 
the banks of the Mondego, thirteeumiles from 
Coimbra, and Tias 4000 inhabitants. Aveiro, 
comprized within this district, is a seaport that 
improves daily, and wkh a little expence, may 

' * Anolhcr mistake : Meidoòriga, not Mcdoòriga9wsLS 
situatcd ncar mount fíermimus, about screnty untes to 
thc south-west of Alcântara \ its rcinainsare called now 
Armenha.    T. 
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bcconic cxccllcnt: its situation, and thc ferti- 
lity of thc cnvirons, liavc aílurcd to it many 
strangcrs, English cspecially, who carry on a 
considcrablc traífic iw oil. This is thc chicf 
town of thc dutchy of Aveiro, and rcckons 4400 
inhabitants. 

Theonvidoriaof Feiracontains 42,000 sotils; 
its town, with titlc of county, is supposcd to 
have bcen founded by thc Asturinns, in 1000, 
at thc distance of twelve miles from Oporto. 
It offers nothing worthy of notiec. 

Thc corregedoria of'Viseu inclndcs an epis- 
copal city, and 22 small towns, with a popu- 
lation of 95,000 souls. Viseu is situatc in thc 
centre of the provinec, bctwccn the waters of 
thc Mondego and those of thc Vouga ; it wa* 
founded in the time of Sertorius, by the pro- 
cônsul D. Brutus, and callcd Vicontium*. Two 
towcrsyet remain, of Roman construction,-on 
which appear thc caglc and thc names of Flac- 
cus and Frontinins, probably thc architects or 
overscers of the building.   But the greatest cu- 

* 1 n Jefierysss map it is callcd Verrumm; some Por- 
lugucsc auUiorSj 1 don/t know 11} on what ground, 
preicnd that it was founded by tlie Turduli, 500 years 
before Christ, under thc na me of Vacca, and namcd 
aftcrwards Vicus Aquarius by thc Romans.  *T. 
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riosity is the tomb of thc ill-fated Gothic king 
Rodrigo, who, if wc wcrc to credit the ground- 
Icss lcgcnd of thc Portugncsc, cscaped from ttic 
battle of Xcres and thc dcstruction of his cm-» 
pire, becamc a inonk at Viseu, and dicd long 
after in dolour of sanctity. 

Thecorrcgeioriaof Lamego comprchends an 
episcopal city, 33 towns, and 60,000 inhabi- 
tants. Lamego stands 011 the Douro, in a plain 
surrounded by motintains. Its origin is carried 
back to some fugitives of Laconia, 360 years 
beforc our xra; Trajan restorcd it by thc namc 
of Urbs Lamacxnorum*. Notwithstanding 
many disasters, which at various periods have 
bcfallcn it, thc inhabitants, in number 5000, 
possess considerablc wcalth. Hcrc is a great 
annual fair for horned cattle. 

In thc corregedoria of Pinhel are 55 towns 
and 70,000 inhabitants. The town is fortified 
after the old fashion, and containsnothing rc- 
markablc. Almeida is the principal place of 
the district, and the strongest fortification in 
Portugal. It has six royal bastions of stone 
and as many ravelins; that fronting thc river 

♦ Its more ancient namc appears to have becn Lama, 
though Ptolemy attributcs that town to tire Vcmrm, 
insicad of the Lusitani,    T. 

\ 

) 
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Coa, wlwch runs at thc distancc of a milc, is of 
a noblc èxtcnt, and fumished with a cava!ier> 
for lhe purpòsc of commanding the circumja- 
ccnt country : therc is a good ditch and covered 
way.    Nearly in thc centre of the town, on a 
lofty mound, stands a castle, famous for its 
strength, and magazines bomb proof; within 
its walls are wells, and at a smaH distancc. a 
fine spring of water.   Thc number of souls in 
the town 2500.   The siege and surrender of 
this place to thc Spaniards in 1762, caused the 
loss of a great dcal of precious time, provisions, 
and treasure, withonfobtaining any importam 
end; the same thing will alwayshappen when 
thc same plan of a campaign shall be adopted; 
for thc conquest of this "fortress is of no irn- 
portance  with regard to the real frontier of 
Portugal;   thc conqueror of Almeida  is not 
more certain of penctrating to thc heart of thc 
kingdom, than hc was beforc he took it.   An 
absurd inveterate prejudice urges us often to 
sacrificc men and money before useless ram- 
parts, merely because thc ancestors of our ene- 
mies have been such systcmatic fools as to for- 
tify them. 

The corregedoria of Guarda contains an epis- 
copal city, 30 burghs, and 7000 souls.    The 

C 
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city of Guarda was foundcd in 1199, by king 
Sancho I. ncar thc hcad of the Mondego, and 
atthe foot of thc Serra da Estrella;  its walls 

,arc of stone, and turreted j itscastlc overlooks 
the plain.   Its population 2700 persons.   Thc 
prelatc resides at Castelbranco.   The plain of 
Guarda is much above the levei of the whole 
province,   and  commànds   it   completely;   It 
.Avould be an excellent camp for 20,000 men. 
Lord Gahvay in his Mcmoirs decides that it is 
by far thc best post that the Portugucse can 
takc for the défence of Lisbon.    It has bc- 
forc   it   Sabugal,  Penamacor,    Castelbranco, 
&c. for advanced stations, commànds the de- 
filcs that lead from them, and is defended by 
woods and swamps in front; while the river 
Zêzere covers its right flank : thus it would 
protect ali Beira, and the towns -both of the 
Tagus and the Douro. 

The corregedoria of Castelbranco is com- 
posed of 22 burghs, and 40,000 inhabitants. 
The town stands betwccn two streams, the 
Liria and the Ponçul, fifteen milcs distant from 
thc Tagus; it is fortified with a double wall, 
seven towcrs, four gates, and an old castlc once 
foriTiidable,andcontains4oooinhabitants. Man- 
ila a Nova (New Idanha) is a burgh, so rich and 
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abounding in provisions, that the Spanish army 
livcd upon what it fiirnished for a whole month. 
The knights of thc order of Christ have the 
seignory. Penamacor, erected by Sancho I. is 
on an cmincnce thiry-five mileS from Almei- 
da, and on thc Spanish limtts ; its castlc com- 
mands to great advantage the wholc range from 
Castelbranco to the Coa ; but its fine positton 
for defence hasnot been improved by any works: 
2500 inhabitants fofm its population, Thc 
conquest of Beira can only bc achieved with 
case through the Portuguese Estremadura and 
the plain of Leiria. To an enemy marching 
from the Tagus towards Coimbra, the pro- 
vince becomes an easy prey, as its natural de- 
fence of mountains, ravines, and defiles, which 
guard the frontier, are by this line of march 
turned and rendercd uscless. A passage along 
the banks of the Tagus is easily forced, for 
there the walls and fortresses are in a statc of 
neglect and min. 

The Portuguese, though guided in general 
by very erroneous principies in their wars with 
Spain, seem, however, to have blinded their 
enemies as to the real^point of attack ; indeed, 
to ali appearance,they themselves are complete- 
Iy ignorant of it, for they are now working, at 

Cs 
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an enormoiis cxpence, and grcat activity, at thc 
rcpair of tliat most uscless fortress, Almeida ; 
they are also lavishing great sums upon thc for- 
tifications of Elvas, in order todeceive the Spa- 
niards, and induce them still to look upon thosc 
as thc kcys of Portugal; but they do not endea- 
vour to find out what other openings thc enemy 
might push through ; a linc of posts might, 
with case and with Httlc expence, bc forincd 
alongthemountainsand thecourse of the rivers, 
which, by a very simple method of fortification 
and defence, would cover Lisbon and Oporto 
from insulu But to state thc matter fairly, the 
Portugucsc governmcnt is not so mu eh to blamc, 
as it knows thc character of thc Spaniards, and 
has reason to think they will always esteem 
Almeida a placc of infinite consequence, and 
its reduetion a sufficient rcward for a wholc 
campaign ; that they will always commcncc 
their operations by thc invasion of Beira, and 
by that prejudice kecp the. war at a distance 
from both Lisbon and Oporto, the loss of which 
would endanger thc wholc kingdom» 

The reduetion of a few placcs, which at the 
peace must be restored, whatever men and mo- 
iicy they may have cost you to take and preserve, 
are nothing to throw into the balance of a nc- 
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gotiation ; this truth thc French havc found 
out aftcr cvcry German war. In thc prcscnt 
statc of things, Portugal depends upon Spatn*s 
adoptyig a false, expensive, undecisive systcm 
of warfare—woc to Portugal if Spain should 
discover its error, and take advantage of Por- 
tuguese ignorance and negligenec. 

To return to the siege of Almeida. If thc 
Spaniards undertake it, this project detainsthem 
far from Lisbon, gives time for decision in the 
Portuguese cabinet, and for the arrival qf Eng- 
Hsh suecours. The fortress, if well defended, 
may waste a whole campaign, and when taken 
wíll be of little use, by rcason of its distance 
from the centre of operations ; meanwhile thc 
cnemy may takc post in the gorges and defiles 
of Beira, entrench themselves in the fine camp 
of Guarda, and so ward ofF from Lisbon thc 
blows of war, against which, in fact, they 
ought principally to be directed. I even affirm 
that were ali the provinces of Portugal to falL 
into the hands of an invader, if Lisbon and 
Oporto be not reduced, the aspect.of the war 
would not be more changed, as far as regards 
a negotiation for peacc, than if nothing had 
been done ; I therefore am confident that the 
surrender of Almeida,   instead of promoting, 

c3 
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rcally retarded the progress oí thc war. After 
takingthat fortress, the remainder of the cam- 
paign was spent in uncertain wanderings and 
countermarches; the minister disregarded the 
ndvice of his general, the Count of Aranda, who, 
being on the spot, was the best qualified to take a 
dccided part and propcr mcasures. Ali military 
men allowed the purity of his intentions, and 
his prudence, by whích alone he repaircd the 
mischiefs occasioned by the disorder in the sup- 

. plies and hospitais, and enabled the army, by a 
restoration of health" and order, to commence 
the following campaign under better auspices. 
His plan was to move against Coimbra, and 

«also scize upon Oporto; the only way to de- 
rive any benefit from the capture of Almeida, 
^inà to make amends for the lost time. It is 
clear that if Aranda could have put this project 
in execution, thc war of Portugal would have 
cnded in a very diftcrent manncr ; but still the 
Count had discerned only a small part of the 
only plan capable of finishing the war of Por- 
tugal in two months, for he would have left 
time for the enemy to cover Lisbon, and to 
render the approaches extremely difficult. 

Aftcr taking Almeida an army advanccs'into 
Beira, and there mects with the Serra da Es- 
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t relia, forming a tremendous barricr before 
the capital. Thcn you must expect to have 
to^encounter an army of 20,000 Portugúese, 
and 7000 British soldicrs: what is to bc done 
against such a force, entrenched among the 
mountains, wherc there is no passage forwag- 
gons and artillcry, cspccially íf you are with- 
out maps, scoms, light baggnge, medicines, 
and provisíons, harassed and surroúnded by 
30,000 brave and desperatc peãsants. 

CHAPTER  V. 

ÍSTREMADURA. 

PORTUGúESE Estremadura isboundcdnorthby 
Beira; east andsouth byAlemtejo; westbythc 
Ocean : is onc hundred and tvrenty miles long, 
and seventy wide ; divided from east to west 
by the Tagus, which falis into the sea a littlc 
below Lisbon. Its soil the best in Portugal, 
produces ali its different sorts of fprit; its com- 
merce very considcrablc, carried on, in great 

C4 
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part, by the Brazil flect. It contains two chies, 
III towns, and 660,000 inhabitants, comprised 
in síx corregedorias, two ouvidorias, and 46o 
parishes, exclusive of the country of Setuval', 
which contains a corregedoria and two ouvi- 
dorias. 

The corregedoria of Lisbon comprises oníy 
that metropolis and hs district, but rcckon* 
360,000 inhabitants, 

Lisbon   is   situated   like  an  amphitheatre 
along the Tagus, upon seven hígh hills and 
intermediate eminences.    If you take in the 
suburbs, its length reaches near four miles, by 
two in .width.    Its'latitude  38o 42' 50";   its. 
longitude 90 3'.    According to the fables of 
antiquaries,  it was built 278 years after the 
flood, by a grandson of Noah, called Elisa ; 
then rebuilt by Ulysses, who gave it the namc 
of Ulyssipona*, which is still its appellation in 
Làtin.    It was a municipium under the Ro- 
mans; and at present is the seat of a patriarch, 
first instituted in 1708.    Its college of canons,- 
who are ali dignified with the title of Mon-   ' 
signore, ànd are chosen from the first families 

• This namc is.a geographical barbarism; theLatin 
name of Lisbon is variously v/rilten, Uiysippo, Olyssíppo% 

■and O/jszppc; the trne spclling ought to bt Qlisipo.  T. 
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of the kingdom, is extrcmcly rich* The pa- 
triarch, on solcmn days and functions, dresses 
likc the pope, and his canons Hke cardinais. 
The city is divided into two towns or sees; the 
western governed by the patriarch, and the 
eastern by an archbishop, who is however sub- 
ordinatc to the patriarch. The number of pa- 
rishes is thirty-sevcn, of convents of men thir- 
ty-two, and of nuns eightecn. 

The approach to Lisbon from the sea is dc- 
fended by the forts of St. Julian and Bugio, 
which cross their fire, and command the bar: 
the former, which stands high, and was built 
during the minority of Don Scbastian, is cut 
out of the solid stonc in an irregular style, be- 
cause it was necessary to conform to the shape 
of the rocks, but is almost impregnable ; it 
consists of five irregular bastions and a ravelin 
on the land side, other works and a number of 
batteries towards the river. South of this castle 
is the tower of Bugio, or St. Laurencc, placed 
on a mound of rock and sand in the middle of 
the river, in form circular, but of small dimen- 
sions; the batteries numerous. Bctween these 
two forts runs the bar of Lisbon, crossed in the 
middle by a bank of stonc, called Os Cachopos, 
which begins at the distance of a gun-shot from 

c5 
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fort St. John, or St, Julian, and runs up above 
six miles to thc S. S. W. The channcl on the 
north side is called thc Corredor, (or Barra Pe- 
quena) from its narrowncss, and is not attcmpted 
without a lcadingwind and the ticie. The south- 
ern channcl, muchwider, is called A Carreira da 
Alcáçova. Two miles bclow Lisbon rises thc 
tower of Bell cm, near thc bcach, where ves- 
seis are visited by thc officers of thc customs. 
Don Manoel crcctcd it by thc namc of St. Vin- 
cent. To the south of it stands the towcr of Velha 
on a rock, its batteries traversing with thosc of 
Bellem. Therc are some batteries levei with thc 
water, but very ill distributed. Thc situation 
of thc city isextraordinary, and, from its great 
unevenness, littlc suscéptiblc of regular cmbel- 
lishments. Sincc the earthquakc, which over- 
whclmcd thirty thousand of its inhabitants, LisrJ 

bon is littlc better lhan a heap of ruins, of 
tottering palaces, and burnt churches, resem- 
bling thc demolition of a fortress blown up 
with gunpowdcr. 

Thc climatc is remarkably puré and saiu- 
brious, but subject to violent falis of rain, 
storms, and earthquakcs. Thc strects are full 
of filth, and as they are ali uneven, hilly, and 
ill paved, the only vehiclcs in common use are 

«'V 
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calashcs, drawn by two mules. The only levei 
spacc is callcd the Rocio, and runs along the 
river side about a mile and a half, being near 
a mile broad ; here formerly stood the royal 
palacc, overthrown to its very foundations by 
the earthquake ; the Count d'Oeyras is cover- 
ing this space once more with splendid edifices, 
and straight well-paved streets; it will be or- 
namented with a broad quay, an arsenal, and. 
a custom-house. 

The king Hves at Bcllem, three miles from 
Lisbon, encamped in wooden barracks, for ht 
dares not sleep under a house of stone ; nor is 
he to blame ; for there have been earthquakes 
every year since 1755. And had it not been 
for'the necessity of being near so fine a har- 
bour,. and the enormóus expence attending a 
change, the whole court would have been re~ 
moved to Oporto. 

The port of Lisbon is indisputably one of 
the finest in Europe; it has a reach of two miles, 
sheltered from every wind, easy of access for 
any tonnage, and for any number of ships; 
nothing is wanting but a commodious quay for 
landing and carrying goods : vessels of ali na- 
tions flock hither, and a prodigious trade is 
carried on by foreign merchants; most of it is 
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in the hands of the English; and Lisbon m fact 
may be considcred as an English factory, both 
on account of the number of British subjects 
residem here in great state and affluencc, and 
of the influence which the court of St. James's 
has over the politics of that of Portuga). 
'   The corregedoria of Torres Vedras contains 
18 towns and 40,000 souls. The town was 
an ancient Roman prassidium, as its Latin namc 
of Turres* Veteres denotes.- 

The corregedoria of Alenquer comprizescight 
burghsand 28,000 inhabitants. Alenquer was 
built by the Alani; and reckons 2000 souls ; it 
would be an excellent post for a corps of troops 
to awe or defend Lisbon. 

The corregedoria of Leyria is composcd of 
an episcopal city, 21 towns, and 60,000 inha- 
bitants. Leyria, a bishop*s sce, stands in a 
plain near the Lis and the Lcna, with a strong 
old castle, and 3600 inhabitants. 

The corregedoria of Thomar comprehends 
19 towns and 40,000 souls. Thomar was 
built by Don Galdim Paez, grand-master of 
the Knights Templars in 1145, a little after 

• This is a mere translatien of the Portugucse name, 
and ihcre is no other ground for the conjecture of the 
author.    T. 
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theinstitution of thc order of Christ. In 1338, 
King Dennis and Pope John XXII* assigned 
tothelatter order ali the possessions belonging 
to the former, which had been destroyed in 
1312."  This town contains 3600 inhabitants. 

The ouvidoria of Abrantes has but two 
burghs, and 12,000 souls. Abrantes, situated 
on the right shore of the Tagus, is a very 
ancient place. In the reign of Augustus it was 
already a municipium : John. V. erected it into 
a marquisate. It may be considered as the key 
of the Tagus, and would soon becomc a con- 
siderablc place, if the govcrnment were to for- 
tify it, and encourage the navigation of the 
river up into the country. 

The ouvidoria of Ourem is a county, belong- 
ing to the reigning branch, and reckons but 
seven burghs, and 10,000 souls. Ourem, on 
an eminence, has 1800 inhabitants. 

The corregedoria of Santarém contains fifteen 
towns and 50,000 souls. Santarém is built in 
the form of a crescent uporí the Tagus, about 
fifty miles from JLisbon, overlooking a noble 
plain; its walls are ancient, with six gates, and 
an old citadel, to which Alphonso VI. added 
a pitiful horn-work, without curtain or out- 
works.    The Romans callcd this place Scala- 
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bis-and Pnxsidium Julium. It hasoftcn bccn 
bcsicgcd by. thc Moors, and its plains havc 
frcqucntly been thc sccncs of vtetories obtained 
ovcr thcm ; often lias it becn thc rcsidcncc of 
kings, and now is very rich, containing 8000 
inhabitants, and a chapter of the ordcr of 
Avis. 

The country of Setuval, on the lcft sidc of 
thc Tagus, comprizesthrcc jurisdictions; thc 
corregedoria of."Almada, the ouvidoria of Sctu- 
vai, appcrtaining to thc order of St. Jãgo, and' 
the ouvidoria of Azeitão, which belongcd to 
the housc of Aveiro; therc are in it 20 towns,. 
and 20,000 souls. Setuval, which our sailors 
havc corrupted to St. Ubes, was founded by 
Alphonso, first king of Portugal, nearly op- 
posite the site of Cactobriga, a Roman colony,'. 
on the other sidc of the rivcrCaldao, where they 
stationed their fleet; the place is now oceupied 
by thc village of Troya» Setuval exports a 
great deal of salt, oil, oranges, and wine of 
cxcellcnt quality, thc greatest part of which 
goes to England. The town is well built, en- 
vironcd with ancient walls and massy towers; 
but from thc inercase of popu;ation a second 
town has been* formed bcyond this inclosurc, 
and this has bccn fortificd after thc modern 
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manner by John IV. with clcvcn bastions, 
two dcmi-bastions, a horn-work, a fòrt with 
four bastions, and anothcr in a pcntagon form. 
The placc is commandcd* by the castlc of St. 
Philip, crected by Philip III. of Spain ; in it 
is a numerous train of artillcry, and a fine cis- 
tern. On the shorc, about a mile off, is the 
towcr of Outaõ, a lighthouse joincd to a small 
redoubt, called As Vieiras. Thcre are 1100 
inhabitants, many of them in affiuent circum- 
stances: its red winc is cqual in repute to that 
of Oporto, and its muscadine tvine ismost ex-' 
quisite. * 

The Portugi&se Estremadura ought to bc, 
in ali wars, a primary object with the Spa- 
niards ; this fertile province can supply an 
abundance of provisions fòr.an army, that 
would die of hunger in any other part of Por- 
tugal. The Tagus facilitates the carriage of 
siorcs and ammunition to-Lisbon, which is the 

• • • 

point whither Spain must tend, when she means 
to make peace, to indemnify herself for her 
losses by sca, and treat upon a perfect equality' 
with her inveterate foes. Hcr own weakncss 

. even, and the fear of not succccding in the 
other points of attack, ought to spirit her up 
to a vigorous assault on this quarter: this plan 

^^ 
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of warfare must be rapid, wíthout baggage, 
,and wíthout siegés ; the cvcnt of a battlc is 
doubly hazardous for the enemy ; contributións 
in kind would fccd the army, and those im- 
posedin specic upon Lisbon would cover the 
expence of the campaign ; but the attack must 
be resolute and steady, the conntry well ex- 
plored, and the manoeuvres executed with de- 
cision and promptitude. This province, how- 
ever, is susccptiblc of a strong defence, by rca- 
son of its great unevenness of surface,. and of 
the multitudc of good positions that may be 
taken to protect the capital. Villa Velha and 
Abrantes are known to be important posts, but 
the Portuguese have never yet attempted a stand, 
there. The plain of Santarém and the heights 
of Alenquer may be oceupied to great advan- 
tage, as a means of defence, and the campaign 
may be rendered bloody and indecisive by de- 
sultory engagements. Even the metropolis, 
though an open place, may be defended inch 
by inch, if the Portuguese be resolute ; and its 
conquest may become a work of bloodshed and 
difficulty. 



ACCOUNT OF PORTUGAL. 41 

CHAPTER VI. 

ALEMTEJO. 

THE province of Alcmtcjo borders to the north 
upon thc Portuguesc Estremadura and part of 
Beira; to the east upon Spanish Estremadura; 
to the south upon the Algarve; and to the west 
upon the Atlantic and part of Portuguese Estre- 
madura. It is one hundrcd and forty miles long, 
by eighty wide. Its soil varies greatly as to its 
productions; in some parts it is surprisingly 
fruitful, and inothcrs monntainous, sandy, or 
burnt up and desert. The climate very un- 
healthy, especially in summer, on account of 
thc vast quantity of stagnant waters, and the 
want of springs and rivcrs. Its greatcst pro- 
ducts are corn, wine, lemons, citrons, and 
oranges; it has quarries of fine stone, and many 
sorts of rich marbles, such as the white of Es- 
tremoz, the green of Borba and YíIIa Viçosa, 
the red and white of Setuval and Arabida; the 
clays of Montemor o Novo and Estremoz, 
much cmployed in pottery ware. It is quite 
covered with fortified places, and hasahvays 
bccn the theatre of war whcn thc  Castilians 
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have invaded Portugal, and frcqucntly thc sccne 
of thcir dcfcats. It-contains four citics, up- 
wards of ioo burghs, and abo.ut 280,000 inha- 
bitants; of'which thc archbishoprick of Évora 
possesscs 215,000, thc bishoprick of Elvas 
40,000, and lhe bishoprick of Portalegre 
25,000.   It is divided into cight jurisdictions. 

Thc corregedoria of Évora contains ònc city 
and twelve burghs. It is a placc of great au« 
tiquity, and was thc abode of thc famous Vi- 
riatus and Scrtorius, tlie lattcr of whom added 
towers to its walls, and causcd its cclcbratcd 
aqueduet to be erected, callcd Âgoa da Prata. 
John III. made it the placc of his residence,. 
and strengthened it with modern fortifications. 
It is surrounded with twelve bastions and two 
demi-bastions; to thc north It has also a squaro 
fort, composed of four bastions and as many ra- 
velins, through which passes the aqueduet of 
Scrtorius. Thc archbishop of Évora, Don de 
Saldanha, is thc chicf judge of the kingdom,. 
whosc revenues exceed 200,000 crusades per 
annum. This city, which contains 12,000 in- 
habitants, was taken by Don Juan of Áustria, 
son of Philip III. in 1663, and rctakcn by 
thc Portugucsc, who defeated that general at- 
Ameigai.    Estremo? is thc residence of tho 
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governor of Alemtejo; it is a vcry pretty town, 
situate in a very fertile country: it is surround- 
cd by ten bastions, three demi-bastions, sevc- 
ral ravelins, and a covered way.   The castle is* 
very ancient, but it has been strengthened by 
four bastions and two demi-bastions;  it is, 
however, commarided on the south by an hill, 
upon trtiich a square fort, called Salnt Joseph, 
has been constructed, with four bastions and a* 
ravelin, covered by a tenaille towards the coun- 
try.    To the north there is another height at 
a considerable distance from the place, defend- 
ed by a redoubt, called Santa Barbara.  Ncver- 
theless, with ali this appearance of strength, 
Estremoz is incapable of defence, from the an- 
cient, decayed,  and ill-constructed state of its 
fortifications.     It contains near io,ooo inha- 
bitants. 

The ouvidoria of .Beja comprehends a city% 

• and three towns or burghs ; it is situate about 
nine miles from Évora, and about two from 
the Guadiana, in a fertile and cheerful country» 
Juíius Cxsar gave it the name of Pax Júlia; 
it contains 5000 inhabitants. Moura is within 
H short mile of the Guadiana: its fortifica- . 
tions were dcmolishcd by the Spaniards in the 
war of the succession,  and t.hey Iwvc sinCQ 

1 
-j 
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receivcd little or no reparations, particularly 
the castle. 

The ouvidoria of Campo do Ourique con- 
tains fifteen burghs. Ourique is remarkable 
for little else than the victory which Alphonso 
Henriqucz, first king of Portugal, obtained 
over five Moorish kings or governors. Hís 
army consisted of no more than three thousand 
men, by whom, and the revelations of an in- 
spired crucifix, lie was proclaimed king on the 
fieldof battle. Itbelongstotheorderof St. James. 

The ouvidoria of Villa Viçosa belongs to the 
bouse of Bragança, and contains twelve burghs; 
Villa Viçosa is nineteen miles to the west of El- 
vas, and situate in a very fertile plain: it is but in- 
differently fortifieci, though famous for a battie 
gained by the Marquis of Marialva and the 
Count of Schomberg, against the Marquis of 
Caraccne, in which the Spaniards lost 15,000 
mcn. Herc is a fine palace, and a beautiful 
park stocked with decr, belonging to lhe Bra- 
gança family. 

The corregedoria of Elvas consistsof an epis- 
copal city and six burghs. Elvas is situate four- 
teen miles to the west of Badajoz. Though its 
position is clevnted, it is commanded by several 
heights, of which the two nearest to.the town 
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havc-bcen fortificd. Its origin is attributed to 
thc Gauls, about thc ycar of thc world 3009. 
The fortifications are not very important; they 
consist of four royal bastions, as many dcoii- I 
bastions, and a redan. On its sourh side is fort 
La Lippe, which thc General of that name bc- J 
gan in 1763, and whosc works are nearly finish- 
cd: it is not well calculated to defend the place, 
and demands a very strong garrison. Hcre is 
a very bcautiful aqueduet, the maintenanec of 
which is attended with great expenec. This 
town was besieged in 1658, by Don Louis de 
-Haro ; btit thc Count Cantanhede caine to its 
relief, forced the lines of the Castilians, kiiled 
6000 of their men, and took 1000 prisoners, 
"vvith their artillery, ammunirion, and baggage. 

Olivença is situate on the Icft side of thc Gua- 
diana. Its situation, seven míles from the river, 
is plcasant, particularly that of the castle ; it is 
very populous, and contains ncar 5000 inhabi- 
tants. Campo Mayor, situate oppositc to Albur- 
querque and Badajoz, is a placc of considcrable 
importance to this province. Count Schomberg, 
thc saviour of Portugal, strengthcncd this place     "" I 
with a wcll-constructed fort; btit the fortifica- 
tions, and a part of the town, wcrcdcstroyed 16th 
Scptember, 1732, by the blowing up of a pow- 
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der magazine; which unfortunate event has 
i ' greatly  weakencd   as wcll  as dispeopled the 

place, though the works have been in some 
mcasurc repaired.    At the close of the cam- 
paign of 1762, the Spaniards, in order to re- 

Jl trieve their reputation, ordered a considerable 
n detachment to takc Campo Mayor; but General 

I Don'Gregorio de Muriiara, the present minister 
of war, who commandcd that expedition, hav- 
ing failed in arriving before it till it was broad 
daylight,  did not think proper to hazard an 

I attack,   and retired without attempting any 
thing. 

The corregedoria of Portalegre consists of 
onc episcopal city, and twelve burghs. Port- 
alegre is sitnate on a gentle elevation, fifteen 
miles from Spain : its fortifications are ancient 
and incapable of defence. It contains between 
5 and 6000 inhabitants. Arronches ís betwccn 
Portalegre and Campo Mayor, at an equal 

1 distance from them both.    It owes its founda- 
! tion to the first kings of Portugal, and is for- 

tified in the ancient. manner. 
The   ouvidoria   of Crato   contains  twelve 

I burghs.    Crato belongs to a priory of the or- 
[ der of Malta, and is incloscd by walls. 

The ouvidoria of Avis is composed of seven- 
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tccn burghs. The town is situatcd on a river 
of the samc nainc, and forms a triangle with 
Arayolos and Estremoz. It is the principal 
place of the order of Avis, which was first 
founded at Évora :*it lias but fcw inhabitants, 
and is surrounded with ancient walls. Its ter- 
ritory extends scveral miles, and bclongs to the 
order. 

Alemtcjo has becn the perpetuai theatre of 
triumph to the Portugucsc, and defeat to the 
Spaniards ; nor could it bc olhcrwíse. The 
Spauiards formcrly maintaincd the ill-foundcd 
opinion that Alemtcjo offered a passage to Lis- 
bon, because it is the post-road. The Tagns, 
furnished with an army to oppose the passage, 
cannot bc crossed; an army which enters Alem- 
tcjo cannot extend its hostilitics beyond that 
province, or at most to Algarve. But the con- 
quest of them both vvould cfFcct nothing of im- 
portance, and can never-give a shock to the 
Portugiicse monarchy, whose strength is to bc 
íònnd in Lisbon, Oporto, and America. The 
strong places of Alemtcjo are not in a fctatc to 
makc any vigorons defence ; but, besides the 
•expence cmploycd and time lost in taking them, 
íhe climatc is so fatal, that an army,'in spite 
of every precaution, and the utmost exertions 
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of medicai assistance, must necessarily fali a 
prey to hunger, thirst, and epidemic discases. 
The Portugucse cannot wish for a more fortu- 
nate circumstance, in a war with Spain, than 
that lheir enemies"may commenceand push on 
their operations in this province. 

CHAPTER VIL 

ALGARVE. 

THE kingdom of Algarve is bounded on the 
north by the province of Alemtejo; on the east 
it borders on Andalusia \ and to the south and 
vvest is terminated by the sca. Its length 

.is about ninety miles, and its brcadth from 
twenty to twcnty-five. It was conquercd by 
Sancho II. and has since belonged to the 
crown of-Portuga], notwithstanding the ill- 
founded claims of Spain. It was afterwards 
retakcn by the Moors, but Alphonso III. re- 
united it altogether to his dominions, by the 
capture of Faro. The length of coast from 
Cape St. Vincent to Almeria, with the oppo- 

^ 
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site shores of Africa, coniprising Ceuta and 
Tangier, then in thc possession of the kings 
of Portugal, were named Algarve;* and on 
this account thé sovereigns of Portugal hare 
preserved the title of*King of'Algarve on this 
side, and beyond the sea in Africa. Thissmall 
country possesses an uncommon degree of fer- 
tility, and is capable of nourishing four tinies 
the number of its present inhabitants. It pro- 
duces grain, wine, oil, and abundance of fruits, 
as figs, grapes^and swcet almonds, in which it 
carries on a considerable trade. The tunny 
fishery has been more extensive than it is at 
present, but it still continues to form a prin- 
cipal revenue of this kingdom. It contains 
four cities, twelve burghs, sixty villages, and 
65,000 inhabitants, divided into two correge- 
dorias, and one ouvidoria. 

The corregedoriaof Lagoscomprehends seven 
burghs and one city. Lagos is situated on thc 
south-east shore of Algarve, at twenty-four 
miles from cape Saint Vincent. Its bay is secure 
from winds at N. N. E. and is capable of receiv- 
ing the largest ships (though it is not without 

* Theysirecalled so to thisday, bcingthe extrcmity 
of ihat partof Africa namcd by the Arabs ai Garo. or 
the West.   T. 
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rocks), and the entrance is protectedby abattery 
ofeannon. Twenty milesof thecoast from La- 
gos to Sagres are defended by five forts.   This 
town was first built by the Carthaginians: it is 
fortified in an irregular manner, but possesses a 
good citadel called Pinhão, which is the resi- 
depee of the governors and captains general of 
this kingdom.   Lagos contains 2800 inhabi- 
tants.   Villa Nova de Portimão is nine miles 
to the east of Lagos, and is seated on a river 
■which foims a spacious and secure harbour, 
above a mile broad, and three fathoms deep;" 
but  the  entrance is   dangerous,  and  requires 
the assistance of a pilot.   This river is navi- 
gable to Sylves, with boats only, though it is 
at no greater distance than eight miles.   Each 
side of the bar is defended by a fort: on the 
west is that called St. Catherine's, and on the 
cast is St. John's.   These two towns contain 
together about 4000 souls. 

The corregedoria of Tavira comprises acity 
and three burghs. Tavira is seated on a bay of 
thesamename, about seventeen miles from Faro, 
and fifteen from Ayamonte, a frontier town of 
Andalusia. Thcbar is low and irregular, and the 
channel at the entrance is five fathoms 'deep. 
The harbour is protected by two forts, and the 
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placc contains about 5000 inhabitants. It Is 
dividcd into two towns by thc ri ver Sequa, 
over which there is*fine stone bridge. Loulé 
is a small town cight railes N. by W. of Faro, of 
an ancient appcarancc, and contains upwards 
of 4000 souls. Alcoutim is situatcd at sixtecn 
miles from Castromarim, oppositc San Lucar 
de Guadiana, and contains only 1000 inhabi- 
tants. It is the last town in Algarve on the 
side of Andalusia. 
The ouvidoria of Faro comprehends two cities, 

of which one is episcopal, a singlc burgh, and a 
fewvillages. Faroisdistantseventeenrailesfrom 
Tavira, and thirteen from the fortress of Quar~ 
teira, which defends the coast. Its bar is nar- 
row and variablc. Its fortifications are modem, 
but werc very much injured by the last earth- 
quakc, which made great devastation in Al- 
garve. Thc bishopric of Sylves was trans- 
ferred to Faro in Í580, and thc town itself was 
burned in 1596 by the English.* It contains at ' 
present 7600 inhabitants, and possesses a con- 
sidcrable trade, many foreign merchants being 

* It had been plundered fírst,and thc library of the 
famous bishop Osovio, or thc greatest part of it, became 
the sharc of il,c Earl of Essex, who gave it to the uni- 
versiiyof Oxford. T. 
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cstablished there. Thrce times every month a 
packct-boat arrives there from Gibraltar, for 
the benefit of the English. At about threc miles 
noxth bctwccn Faro and Loulc,.there is a vil- 
lage called Estoy, built on the ruins of the an~ 
cientOssobona.* 

The kingdom of Algarve is almost impene- 
trable to the Spaniards; nor indeed would an 
entrance into it bc attended with any advan- 
tage. In the various wars, therefore, between 
the two nations it has remained undisturbed, 
holding forth to the invader no other temptation 
but internai wretchcdness. Its sea coast might 
be invaded, and its tunny fishery ruined ; but, 
iri general, the inhabitants of Cadiz and the 
coast of Andalusia have, in that respect, more 
to lose than togain, The coast might bc made 
to furnish good seamen, if the government en- 
couraged such a design. But, after ali, this 
province is of little importance or utility to the 
Portuguese monarchy, though it is dignificd 
ivith the pompous title of a kingdom. 

Rcad Ossonoba. 
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CHAPTER   VIIL 

CONCLUSION. 

I MICHT have extended thcsegcographical de- ♦] 
tails, which I have in a great mcasure ex- I 
tracted from the best authors, afid which have I 
been confirmed by such inhabitants of the diffe- J 
rent provinces as were qualified to instruet me; I 
but I leave history to historians, local descrip- 1 
tion to geographers, and wander not beyond the I 
limits which I haveprescribed to myself.   The I 
curious will find nothing to satisfy them on the 1 
subject of natural history ; I have given the I 
whole of my attention to matters of the most I 
interesting nature,because it flatters, more than I 
any other, the pride, the ambition,  and  the I 
more furious passions of men, I mean the 
science of attack and defence* For war, that 
indispensable scourge, demands the study of 
a{rnost ali the braríches of human knowledge, 
and the application of them to one objecta 

The ignorance and want of skill which the 
Spaniards have displayed in their attacks on 
Portugal; and the Portuguese have manifested. 
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in thcir defcncc of it, prcsent examplcs of mi- 
litary exertion, which alternately call forth onr 
ridicule or compassion. At thc same time, they 
prove, without a possibility of contradiction, 
that these countries, in thc art of war, are at 
least two or threc centuries behind thc rest of 
Europe. 

Portugal has acquircd a great sharc of con- 
sideration inthe affairs of Europe. Several of 
its powers are connected with this kingdom, 
by thc interésts of commerce, and thc bonds of 
alliancc. When *he chances ofwar left thc 
politicai balance of Europe in a perfect equi- 
libriurri, these connections and relations did not 
require particular examination; but at present 
it is indispensably necessary to obtain a clear 
view of them. They, howcver, explain cach 
other, and procecd from thc events of past, as 
they depena upon those of future wars. 

It is in this point of view alone, that I wish 
to unfold thc situation of Portugal, that my 
countrymen, who may hereafter bc employed 
in any affairs that may relate to this kingdom, 
hitherto so littlc known, may be qualified with 
such Information as will be useful to them. 

Spain alone is worscpeopled than Portugal. 
Throughout tbè whole peninsula naturc appears 
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in its original and uncultivated statc. The 
plains of Alcmtcjo from Ourique to Almada, 
and thosc of Beira, from Lisbon, Leyria, and 
Coimbra, to Oporto, are abandoned to them- 
selves by the sluggishncss of their inhabitants> 
and are become sandy, burnt up, and pestilen- 
tial. 

Portugal is uncommonly well watered, and 
contains upwards of an hundred and twenty 
rivers, great and small, which traverse it in ali 
directions. Nevertheless the province of En- 
tre Douro e Minho alone seems to derive any con- 
siderable advantage from them. Alemtcjo, with 
more than thirty rivers, and numerous springs, 
possesses a parched and barren soil, while the 
marshesand stagnant waters which the inhabi- 
tants never attempt to drain, are the perpetuai 
cause of fevers, of pestilencc, of famine, and 
of death. Povcrty is the lcast of those evils, 
which the Portuguese prefer to labour: with 
little more than can just sustain naturey they ' 
crawl and Ianguish through Hfe in fiitíi, in 
,pain, in ignorance, and superstition. Their 
base and sluggish natures subject them to want, 
to pain, and discasc, in the finest country in tíic 
worid, and which would be the most whòle- 
some and the happiest, if it wcre better peopled. 

D4 
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I except,nevcrthcless, from this representation, 
-vvhich isbut tootrue, thcEntre Douro cMinho, 
a part of Traz os Montes; some small portions 
of Beira, thc right bank of thc Tagus, thc ter- 
ritory of Lisbon, with thosc of Sctuval, Estre- 
moz,  Elvas,  and' Faro.   The populatioh   of 

• 

this kingdom is supposed to be as follows: 
Provinccs. Inhabitants. 

Entre Douro e Minho     -    504,000 
Traz os Montes 
Beira 
Estremadura 
Alemtejo 
Algarve 

156,000 
-   560,000 

660,000 
280,000 
65,000 

Total    2,225,000 

This is a very large number of inhabitants, 
when compared with the population of Spain, 
but by no means proportioncd to the extent, 
thc fertility, and the climate of Portugal; and it 
would require an age òf suecessive administra- 
tions cqual to that of Count d'Ocyras, toplace 
this kingdom in a state of powcr, strength, cuí- 
tivation, and populousness, of which it is sus- 
ceptible, and of which the negligent and supine 
disposition of its inhabitants has hitherto de- 
priycd it. 

— - 
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BOOK II. 

THE PORTUGUESE COLONIES 

CHAPTER I. 

DIVISION. 

1 HE Portuguese colonies were first acquircd* 
by force, and without difficulty, and the greater 
part havc bcen lost in the samc manner. The 
revolutions which have depfived the kingdom 
of Portugal of a part of its establishments, were 
the natural result of the weak condition in 
which the Portuguese power remained, after 
the catastropheofits sovereign,Don Scbastian, 
and its subjection to Spain; they did not even 
want to be precipitated by the irruption of oíher 
nations of Europe, which have so easily over- 
thrown, in evcry quarter of the globe, the pre- 
carious power and exaggerated glory of the 
Portuguese. 

Tofacilitate the consideration of the subject 
before us, I shall divide the Portuguese colo- 

D5 
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nies intofour chapters, under the titles of Ásia, 
Africa, America, and the Portuguese, islands. 
More extensive information may be acquired 
of them in the following works : Decades of 
the Indies, by J. de Barros ; the Chronology 
of America, by P. Sim, Vasconcelos; Me- 
moirsofPernambucco,of Duarte, Albuquerque, 
Coelho, and the war of Brasil, by J. de Sta 
Theresa ; America Portuguesa de Rocha de 
Pitta : though none of these authors have becn 
translated. The hístory of Congo, by P. Labat; 
the history of Brasil, and the general history 
of Voyages, may also be consulted. 

'■ 
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CHAPTER II. 

ÁSIA. 

THIS quartcr of thc globc is the ancicnt and 
most distinguished thcatre of the glory of the 
Portuguesc, and consequently thc prescnt and 
future monument of thcir shame and downfall: 
they were the first conquerors of thc East Indies; 
of which, for near a century, thcy remained 
the sole posscssors, and thcir language still con- 
tinues to be thc commercial language of the 
scttlemcnts which havc long sincc ceased to be 
iinder their dominion; but when thc othcr 
European nations, and particularly the Dutch, 
penetrated into these distant seas, thc Portu- 
guesc were drivcn from their scttlcments with 
thc same case as they had acquircd them. 

The Portuguesc historians, with the exag- 
gerating spirit of their country, have givcn 
strange and incrediblc accounts of their Orien- 
tal conquests. Such are the incomprehensiblc 
sieges of Diu and Ormuz, of Malacca and Goa. 
Ncvertheless, it cannot be denicd, that during 
a century they were absolute masters of thc sea 
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and Itscoasts, from the Red sca and thcPersían 
gulf, to China, Japan, and thc islands of Li- 
queo. So vast an empire, in thc hands of a 
nation so feeble, must ncccssarily fali of itsclf, 
while it occasioned a very great depopulation 
of the mother country. It is indeed a qucstion 
of no certain dctcrmination whcthcr thc Portu- 
gucsc havc lost or gaincd by the diminution of 
their colonics. 
. At prcsent thís immensc empirc, far more 
extensive than thc conquests, and even than thc 
ideas of Alexander the Grcat, is rcdticcd to thc 
town of Goa, and certain factories ; as thosc of 
Chaul, Damaii, Baçaim (Bassecn), and the i sland 
of Macao, in China. Thcsc establishments are 
in the most miscrable condition, and possess a 
very small share of commercial importanec. 
One ship alonc sails from Lisbon to thc East 
Indies in a ycar, and this vcssel, so far from 
addingto thc royal revenues, costs thc kingup- 
wards of 2oo,ooocrusades.* Thc trade bet\vecn 
China and Portugal is carricd on by thc Eng- 
lish, who, from their superior skill and active 
character, make thc voyage in half the time re- 
quircd by the Portugucse, who havc ever becn 
very  indifferent  navigators;   a   circumstance 

• About/xojcoo, 
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which must be an invlncible obstacle to thc 
progrcss of their East Indian commercc. But 
to give a conclusive idea of the condition 
of the Portuguese colonies in Ásia, or thc 
East Indies, it is only necessáry to add, that 
thcre is not more than 4500 Portuguese esta- 
blished in thc five towns already named; that 
the Asiatic colonies are a burden to Portugal," 
that they draw from it its specie, and return a 
losing trade. That, after ali, the king conti- 
nues to maintain them from no other motives 
but a certain politicai necessity, and national 
pride. 

The clearest revenue of the king ariscs from 
the confiscation he makes every three years of 
the property and cffects of thc viceroys, and 
other public officers, who return from the In- 
dies. They ali undcrgo a process, and gene- 
rally a criminal one, as soon as they arrivc 

> from thence, are sent to prison, and think 
themselves very happy if they preserve their 
lives, and escape the horrors of perpetuai im- 
prisonmcnt at the expence of their ill-acquired 
fortune. When the Portuguese fidalgos de- 
termine to go to índia,' they instantly forget. 
every idea of duty and honour ; they banish 
ali sense of sfcame, deliver themselves up to 
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thc most rapacious avaricc; they no longcr are 
scnsible cither of virtuc or remorse; they rule 
by extortion and ali mcans are thc samc to 
them that procure them wcalth. Hence it 
is, thát the commerce of the Indics has alto- 
gether declincd ; and how is it possible that it 
should exist, whcn instead of that protection 
and justice which it ought to receive from the 
persons employed by the king, it mcets with 
jlothing but vexation, venality, artífice, and 
tyranny. The king receives, at least, 5 or 
600,000 crusades from the confiscations of cach 
viceroy every three years. Bnt though crimes 
are punished, thc pcople are not avenged ; at 
the same time commerce is mincd,andthe king 
gains some present advantagcsby cxhaustingthe 
sources of them. 

It has been proposed to sell the five Oriental 
scttíemcnts, already mentioned, to the English 
or the Dtitch, but they are not objects of ac- 
-quisition to cither of those nations. The port 
.of'Goa is very inconvenient, the bar that crosses 
it is cxtremely dangerous, and its territory is 
unhealthy. Chaul, Baçaim, and Daman are 
but small places, in bad situations, and ali of 
them on thc casterri coast of the Península, 

^?5>oooor 30,000, 
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on this sidc of thc Ganges, where thosc two 
powcrs are already in possession of more com- 
modious establishments. Thc Dutch are mas- 
ters of thc wholc coast by Calecut, Cochin, 
Cranganorc, Cananore,upon thc coast of Mala- 
bar ; Onorc, Barcelore, and Mangalorc, on thc 
coast of Canara, and Vingorla, bctwccn Goa 
and Chaul, ali of which they took from thc 
Portugucse* Thc English have no other set~ 
tlement in this part of índia'but Bombay^ 
which they bought of thc Poftuguese, and 
which is sufficient for them as a depot for their 
trade, with Surat, Ormuz, and thc Red Sca. 
Besides, the coursc of trade hasbeerí transferred 
from thc castern tô thc western sidc of the 
Península, and. thc commerce of-the Indics is 
absorbed by the'English Company, cstablished 
at Bcngal and Madras. 

Â 
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CHAPTER III. 

.AFRICA. 

THE Portuguese maintain a greatcr dcgree of 
power in this part of the globe ; neverthelecs 
it is not sufficient to prevent their commerce 
from declining. Indeed this commerce is al- 
most entirely annihilated, since the English, 
French, Dutch, and Danes, have established 
themselves along the coast of Guinea ; and 
particularly since the Dutch have formed the 
superb settlement of the Cape of Good Hope. 
The Portuguese colonies in Africa formerly 
cxtended from Tangier and Ceuta to the Red 

- Sea. A fcwfactories on the coast of Guinea,and 
that of Malagueta (or Grain coast), ali of which 
are in a wretched condition ; the kingdom of 
Congo, some small forts in the Monomotapa, 
Quilimane, Quiloa, Melinde, Monbaça, Brava, 
and Moçambique, which is the residence of a 
governor-general, are ali that remain in snbjec- 
tion to Portugal. The only interesting part of 
thesc colonies is the kingdom of Congo. This 
country has been madc known by the general 
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history of voyages, and a particular history of 
P. Labat. The general residence of the Por- 
tuguesc governor is Saint Paul de Loanda, a 
large and populous town, which contains 5000 
white inhabitants,and 50,000 slaves or negrões. 

Tile king of Congo is under the protection 
of the sovereign of Portugal, to whom, though 
an independent prince, lie pays a tribute, 
Therc are also six princes who are tributary 
to him, who are continually engaged in war 
against him, or with cach other. Thesc divi- 
sions are fomented by thePortuguese, in order 
to purchase the captives of either party. The 
Catholic religion has made a considcrablc pro- 
gress in this country, but blended with Pagan 
superstitions. The natives are so wicked and 
perfidious' that the Portuguese have not been 
abló to form any establishment^ in the interior 
parts of the country, They have a fort 30 
leagues from the coast, called Massengano, erect- 
ed for the purposc of preventing the barbarous 
nations of Caffrcria from making irruptions 
into the kingdoms of Congo and Angola. The 
Dutch possessed themselves of the kingdorri of 
Benguela, which was a part of the viceroyalty 
of Congo; (but it belongs now to the Portuguese 
and its capital, St, Philip de Benguela, is a very 

1] 
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trading town). Ali thcse forts are pcoplcd and 
dcfcnded by criminais condcmned in Portugal to 
perpetuai imprisonment. The commcrcc of 
Congo is in slavcs, coppcr,whitcpcppcr, (ivory), 
and sugar. Butafterall,the possessionsin Africa 
are rather a matter of honour than of gain to 
the king of Portugal. Though there are not 
less than fifteen African princes who are tri- 
butary to his crown, he does not receivea mil- 
lion of crusades* from the joint produce of their 
tribute, and the languishing commerce which 
is carried on by his subjects with their country : 
ivhile his forts, &c. though they are ill keptup, 
and worse provided, cost him more than he re- 
ccives. Hencc it is, that the greater part of 
these cstablishments are considered merely as 
prisons, to which malefactors, nobles, and dis- 
graced ministers are exiled ; particularly th#sc 
of Massengano, in the kingdom of Angola, and 
Mazagan, (on the coast of Morocco). In the 
Intter of these, the minister Diegode Mendoça, 
the predecessor of Count d*Ocyras, finished his 
career, after having been reduced to gain his 
bread by teaching in a school, as Dionysius the 
tyrant had done before him. 

* About/"50,00o. 
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CHAPTER  IV, 

AMERICA. 

THE most valuable colony possesscd by Por- 
tugal is that of Brasil. This country mcfits 
a very particular description, and from its si- 
tuation and character may have some influencc 
on thewarscarricd on by thedifferentsovercigns 
of Europc, as wcll as in the negotiationsof thc 
cabinets of Versailles, of London, of Madrid, 
and Lisbon, 

Brasil is above 600 great lcagues in length, 
from north to south, and near 700 in breadth, 
from east to west. It is bonnded to the north by 
thc ri ver of Amazons and Guiana ; to the east 
by the sea ; to the south by the river La Plata ; 
and to the west by the country of Amazons, 
(Peru, and several intermediary nations). It has 
iaooleagues of coast, and is inhabited in certain 
places, andon thc banks of certain rivers, to thc 
distance of 400 leagues up the interior of the 
country. But the principal settlements of thc 
Portugucse do not cxtend'more than 50 lcagues 
from thc coast, on account of the savages; who 
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havc been so cruclly treated by the European 
invaders as to become their irreconcileable ene- 
mies. But, however the Portuguese may misre- 
present the natives, they are in themselves an 
honest, honourable, and inoffensivepeople. Wc 

L havctheauthorityofthejesuitsforthischaracter, 
-vvho jnstructed them in the nature and duties 
of civil society, and formed them into the wise 
republic of Paraguay ; which is as disgraceful 
to the Portuguese and the Spaniards, as it is 
honourable to humanity, to lhe Jesuits, and the 

« savages themselves. 
Brasil is divided into fourteen provinces, 

according to the following arrangement \ pro- 
ceeding from north to south. 

i. The capitania or province of Para oceu- 
^ pies the northernboundaryof Brasil. Its capital 

is namcd Nossa Senhora de Belém, (more pro- 
perly Para) it is a bishopric, situated on the 
great river of Amazons, and is defended by a 
strongcitndel, as well asafort,callccí Nossa Sen- 

. hora das Mercês, at the mouthof the river Muju, 
\vhich forms the port of Para. It is guarded 
by four companies of soldiers, and the number 
of troops in this province amount to about 800 
men. This town contains from 8 to 10,000 
inhabitants;   its port is capable  of receiving 

t 
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vessels of a large tonnage, and thcre is a par- 
ticular companycstablishcd for carrying on thc 
commcrcc of this provincc, and that of Ma- 
ranham. This company, howevcr, is in a vcry 
dcclining statc, because, on account of thc du- 
ties that thc directors havc imposcd on Enropcan 
qommoditics, and to which thc colonists are 
obliged to submit, thesc two provinces owc 
more to thc company than the country is worth. 
The Connt d!Ocyras is at thc hcad of this 
commcrcial corporation, and the most dccply 
interested in its suecess. He it is, therefore, 
that supports this ill-conceivcd right of impôs- 
ing duties which hc obtained for, or rather 
granted to, this company. 

Thc principal commodities which are ex- 
ported from Para are sugar, which is manufac- 
turcd at upwards of thirty sugar-works in thc 
interior part of the country, coffee, vanilla, 
cloves, sarsaparilla, and Brasil wood, particu- 
larly that bcautiful species of it callcd Burape- 
mina; and theUmiri, whose trunk distils an 
odoriferous oil, and whose bark, when burnt, 
scents as a perfume. At the distance of four 
leagues from Para,in passingdown thc rjvcr of 
Amazons, there is a tonguc of land dividêd into 
several islands, thc largest of which is that callcd 
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Joanncs ; it is very populous, and defendcd by 
sevcral forts. Thcsc islànds belong to different 
Portugucsc fidalgos, with.the titlc of baronies. 
About a leaguc and an half from thc town is 
thc burgh of St. Georgc dos Alamos, with a re- , 
guiar fortrcss. At thc distancc of forty Icagucs 
from thc mouth, and on thc bank of thc river, is 
anothcr burgh, callcd Camuta, with thc fort of 
Curupa. Along thc rivcr is the fort of Paru, 
which thc Frcnch took and dcmoiishcd in 1698, 
and those of Tapajós and Rio Negro. The pro- 
vince of Para is terminated to thenorth by Cay- 
ennc, or Frcnch Guyana. Its boundary on this 
.side is the North Cape, with the fort of Maca- 
pá, opposite that of Comau, and the fort of Ara- 
goariz. In this province there are four towns 
or burghs ; Para^St. Gcorge dos Alamos, Ca- 
muta, and Cahctc, with about 50,000 inhabi- 
tants. Thc govcrnmcnt of Para depends upon 
that of Maranharn. 

The Portugucsc have latcly formed cstablish- 
ments on thc Rio Negro, where they have dis- 
covered some new mines of gold and diamonds. 
In the ycar 1766, 400 marine soldicrs, work- 
men in 'every branch, and sevcral families, 
wcre sent out from Lisbon, with many peculiar 
privileges, to this settlcmcnt: but in time of 
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war it is very much cxposed to the incursions 
of thc Frcnch, as it is in the neighbourhood 
thcir new settlemcnts in Guiana; and at a grcat 
distancc from any succour that could be aftbrdcd 
it from Bahia, or cvcn from Para and Maran- 
harn. 

This ncw colony of Rio Negro has been 
very injudiciously conducted by Francis Xavier 
de Mendoça, minister of the marine depart- 
incnt. The unhappy colonists not only wcre 
refused those advantages which werc necessary 
for their succcss, but wcre deceived in the agrcc- 
ments originally entercd into with them, re- 
specting their settlement. This colony was, 
indeed, reinforced by those French families who 
wereobliged to abandon Guiana, aftcr the fail- 
ure of those establishments which had been 
formed along the rivcr Courou. 

2. The province of Maranham, is by no 
means well peopled, but in the island of St. 
Louis, which contains about 15,000 inhabi- 
tants. This island is twenly-six ieagues in.cir- 
cumfcrcncc, and is very fertiie. The- town 
which is called St. Louis is a bishopric, de- 
fended by a citadcl and several forts* and has a 
very commodious harbour.    It is the residence 
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of tlic governor-gencral of thc thrcc northern 
provinces. 

3. The provincc of Seara, has but one small 
fort, that defends the harbour of Seara, which 
is capable only of rcceiving boats. It has very 
little commerce, and does no.t contain more than 
lojooo souls. 

These three provinces, which would grcatly 
aggrandize the French in this part of the globe, 
might be very easily conquercd ; they are rich 
and fertile, and contain 80,000 inhabitants, of 
which the Porlugucse do not form a sixlh part. 
This is â very predominam motive to induce 
France to encourage and support the settlement 
of Guiana, which lies at the back of them. If 
the French should takc the opportunity of any 
future war to fali upon these thrcc provinces, 
they would be easily subdued, as they are witn- 
out the means of defence ; the forts being old 
and in bad condition, and the troops ill disci- 
plined. Instead of losing thelr time and wast- 
ing their money in founding a colony upon thc 
river Courou, they would find, at the Rio Ne- 
gro, mines already formed. Bcsides, by the 
Communications there are between Para and 
the mines of St.  Paul,  they would become 
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masters of ali the richès of Brasil. Such a 
vigorous operation would changc thc wholc 
systcm of thcse colonies, and influence the in- 
íerests of Europe. 

4. Thc capitania of Rio Grande. Cidade 
Nova, or Rio Grande do Norte, is the name 
of its capital, siruate about twelve miles from 
the entrance of the river, which is defended by 
thc fort Dos Rcycs Magos, one of the strongest 
in ali Brasil. Thc river flows from a lakc be- 
tween thirty and forty miles in circumfercnce, 
in which are found the finest Brasil pearls.- 
This capitania has two towns, Parantuba, 
which is fortified to preserve it from thc at- 
tacks of the Indians, and Cunhao. It con- 
tains about 12,000 inhnbitants. 

5. The province of Paraíba had been givcn 
by King John III. to thc eclebrated John de 
Barros, author of the Decadcs of thc Indies, 
thc Livy of "Portugal, and one of thc best 
v/riters in Europe ; but lie was obliged to rc- 
store it to the king, after he had almost ruined 
himself by unsuccessful armaments. Thc ca- 
pital is Paraíba do Norte, or Nossa Senhora das 

* The river is cailed Potiji by the Indians, and takes 
its source in the Aracuyas mountains; but the exist- 
mec of the lakc is not so well ascertained.   T. 

E 
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Neves, scatcd on the river Paraíba, at whose 
mouth there is an harbour and a custom-house, 
defended by a pentagonal fort, called St. Ca- 
therina. This province produces the best sugar, 
which is fabricatcd in twenty-one sugar-works. 
The town contains about 4000, and the pro- 
vince about 20,000 inhabitants. 

6. The capitania of Itamaraca eonsists of 
the island of that name, and of cight or nine 
leagues of the coast. The town in the island 
is named Nossa Senhora da Conceição, (our 
Lady of the Conccption), and is situatcd on 
a hill. The island also possesses three sugar- 
works. Upon the main land is the town of 
St. Miguel de Goyana, with three parishes in 
its environs. This province contains about 
10,000 souls. 

7. The province of Pernambuco has about 
cighty leagues of coast. Its capital is Olinda,' 
built in an elevated situation on the sea side; 
it lies in a delicious country, and is adorned 
-with fountains. It is inhabited by about 12,000 
people, and with two battalions of troops as a 
garrison; thougK one oceupies the town of Re- 
cife.   Oíinda possesses an excellent manufac- 

" tory of sword blades.    The Dutch were mas- 
ters of this province from the ycar 1624 to 
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1654, whcn they werc driven out by thc inha- 
bitants. The Count Mauritius of Naèsau had. 
very much embcllishcd the two towns of Olin- 
da and Recife, where he built a very handsome 
castlc. These two placcs have a commodious 
harbour defended by sevcral forts. 

Pernambuco has been a very rich province, 
It once possessed upwards of onc hundred su- 
gár-works, fine forests, wcll cultivated farms, 
and abundance of fruit. It then furnished 
upwards of 15,000 casks of sugar at every 
rcturn of the Lisbon flect; but at present it' 
scarce produces only a fiftli part. Its bishop- 
ric has a very extensive jurisdiction, and it 
slill contains from 50 to 60,000 souls. The 
pcople, howcver, frcquently quit it for Para- 
guay, Chili, and Peru, on account of thc mi- 
sery which is produced by thc vexatious impo- 
sitions of the trading companies, and the debts 
with which the province is bnrdencd. It has 
also seven other towns, named Igaraes, Velho, 
Porto Calvo, Lagoa do Norte, Santo António 
Grande, Lagoa do Sul, and Penedo on the ri- 
ver St. Francisco, which terminates this pro- 
vince on thc south, as thc isle of Itamaraca 
forms its termination to the north. 

8- The capitania of Sergipe contains about 
E 2 
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2ò,ooo souls, wit-h 25 sugar-works, and pro- 
duces tobacco, leathcr, and cattle.* Bcsides 
its capital, which is callcd Sergipe dcl Rey, it 
has sevcral othcr towns, of which thc most 
considcrablc are St. Christovao, Santo Amaro 
das Brotas, and Villa Real do Piagui. It lias 
no harbour sufficicnt to reccive large vessels, 
which is a great obstruction to its commerce. 

9. Thc principal capitania of Brasil is that 
of Bahia de Todos os Santos, (thc Bay of AH 
Saints) which is the residence of the viceroy. 
St. Salvador, which is the capital, is well for- 
tified, both by sca and land, and contains a gar- 
rison of 2 or 3000 mcn. It has a very fine 
archiepiscopal palace, a vcry rich cathcdral, 
and a vcry good harbour on the bay, from 
whence the province derives its namc. St. 
Salvador is a very opulent and corrimcrcial 
place; and being the general rcndczvous of ali 
the flcets, it is the márt of thc various commo- 
dities of Europe. This town contains above 
20,000 inhabitants, and the province upwards 
of 100,000. 

10. The capitania of Ilheos has for its capi- 
tal the town of St. Georgc, defended, as well 

* It has also gold mines.   T. 
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as its harbour, by two forts. The other places 
in its district are Cairu and Camanu,* whosc 
bar is defended by a fort, consisting of four 
bastions. It contains above 20,000 inhabitants, 
is very wealthy, and its principal commerce is 
in meai of different kinds, with which it fur- 
nishes Bahia and Brasil. 

11. The capitania or province of Porto Se- 
guro has two towns, the chief of which .bears 
its name, from the security of its haven; while 
the other iscalled St. António on the river Ca- 
ravelas. These towns and their environs con- 
tain from 7 to 8000 inhabitants. 
. 22. The capitania of Espiritu-Santo stretches 
along fifty-five leagues of coast. It compre- 
hends the towns of Spiritn-Santo, with a tole- 
rable harbour, Os Rcys Magos, Villa Ilha, and 
Goropari.    It contains about 25,000 souls. 

13-. The province or capitania of Rio Ja- 
neiro. Its capital is callcd St. S.cbastian, and 
is an episcopal scc. The plan of it, and .an 
account of its .capture, may be secn in the Me. 
moirs of Du Guay-Trouyn.t    This province 

* Camamu, not Camanu, belongs to the capitania 
of the Bay.    T. 
t The city of  St. Sebastião   is better known by 

the name of Rio de Janeiro, commonly Rio Janeiro, . 
E3 

; 
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contains upwards of roo sugar-works. Its 
commerce was carried on till January i, 1766, 
by a compány, which thc Portuguese govcrn- 
ment, for politicai reasons, has dissolved. It 
contains upwards of 40,000 inhabitants: the 
town of Cabo Frio, about twcnty-two leagnes 
easíward of Rio Janeiro, is opulent, from its 
trade in salt. 

14. The capitania of St. Vincent is one of 
the four governments depcndent on Bahia; its 
capital bears the safne namc, and contains about 
3000 souls. The principal commerce of this 
province consists in cattlc, particularly in hogs, 
in brandy, and sugar : it has also several forts. 
The dismembered government of the mines of 
Rio Janeiro contains ten towns or burghs, of 
ivhich the capital is Santos, that contains up- 
wards of 8000 inhabitants. I have never been 
able to obtain any satisfactory information TC- 

^specting the produce of these mines; but it is 
reasonable to suppose that it has greatly dimi- 
nishcd, from thc eagerness with which those of 

(Rivcr January), is at prcscnt thc mctropolis of Brasil, 
and has becn for some lime lhe rcsidçncc of a viccroy. 
Its harbour is onc of thc fincst in thc tvorld, and thc 
entrance, not a mile broad, is defended by the strong 
f#rts of Santa Cruz, and Lozia, or St. John.   T. 
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Rio Negro are workcd ; these havc bcen but 
latcly discovered, and are in a situation much 
more exposed to invasion. The gdvernment of 
St. Paul contains thirtcen burghs. St. Paul is 
built on the famous mountain of Paranam-pia- 
caba which possesses a most valuable mine of 
diamonds. Indeed, the whole of the counlry 
is rich, and in a state of cultivation. The na- 
tions who occupy the space betweenthis pro- 
vince and the Rio de la Plata, or river Plate, 
are the Tapuyas and the Carijós, and other 
warlike Indians. The .Tapuyas, or Tapes, 
form one of the principal nations of South 
America, and are consequently the most hos- 
tile to the Spaniards and Portuguese. Thís 
country is terminated, on the river Plate, by 
the colony of St. Sacrement, which is called 
the province of the king, and was ceded by 
the Spaniards at the peace of Utrccht, It con- 
sists only of that town, and sixty leagues of 
the bank of the river oppositc Buenos Ayres. 
The river La Plata, from its mouth to this 
town, is dívided (by the sand banks) into three 
navigable channels, viz. St. Lúcia, La Con- 
ception, and El Rosário. Beforc this town is 
the island of St. Gabriel, with a castlc, very 
necessary to protect the navigation of the river; 

E4 
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ít ivas attacked and takcn in 1762 and 1763, 
by Cevallos, commandant of thc Spanish co- 
lony of Uruguay, The Porttigiiese in vairr 
endcavoured to retakc it: for that purpose * 
lhey had taken in thcir pay four English pri- 
Yateers, but dissensions arose in thislittle fleet, 

"and two of thc vcssels having been destroyed by 
flrc, with ali their equipage," the govcrnor" of 
Rio Janeiro, Gomez Freire, an officcr of me- 
rit, who conducted this enterpríze, was forced 
to abandon it, and the Portuguese did not re- 
possess the island of St. Gabriel a*nd thc colony, 
till thc peace. Thc town is very ill fortified, 
though so often besieged and taken by the Spa- 
niards. It contains about 2500 inhabitants, 
including blacks and slaves. These four go- 
vernments are so populous, that Don Pedro 
d'Acunha, the present viceroy of Brasil, was 
cnabled to levy, in 1766, 14,000 militia; which 
mcasurc, unitcd to othcr canses, occasioned a 
great revolt in thc mines. The number of their 
inhabitants iscstimated at upwárdsof 100,000. 
The inhabitants of St. Paul and the mincS are 
ferocious and insolcnt. The great distance from 
nny sea-port renders it necessary to maintain a 
}arge body of troops, and to cxercise an unremit- 
tingrigour,in ofder tokeep them in submission. 
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This colony is composcd of villains capable of 
committing every crime.* It is troe, indeed, 
that they are lhe best soldiers which Brasil can 
furnish, but they occasion continuai disquie- 
tude and embarrassment to the viccroy. Assas-, 
sinations are very frequent in this part of Bra-. 
sil, and crimes of every kind pass unpunkhed. 
Travellers are undcr the necessity of • forming 
themselves intolarge caravans, in their journies 
from these interior provinccs to the sea; and 
even with this precaution they encounter in- 
convemencc and danger; for, besides the wick- 
ed disposition of the natives, who are habituated 

- to assassination as well as robbery, the roads 
are infested by runaway negrões, who havc 
formed settlemcnts iri the woods, which the 
Portuguese íind it a matter of great difficulty to 
force and destroy. 

The Maroon or free negrões are, throughotit 
the European colonies, the most cruel enemies 
of their former masters, and will, in the cotirsc 
of time, producè the most material injury to 
the colonies themselves. The number of them 
in Brasil is impossible to determine with any 
degree of aceuracy ; but in the general estima- 

* They are known by the name of Paulists,   T. 
E5 
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tion of the Brasilians thcmsclves, they exceed 
40,000. Thcir settlements, which are situated 
in the most ímpcnetrable parts of the woods, 
are fortificd by palisades and deep duches* 
tvhíle they are not altogether destítute of fire- 
arms, though theír more common wcapons are 
arrows and darts. These inclosures not only 
contaín their huts, but their cattle, and are 
very populous ; for, though so many of the 
Maroons are from time to time dcstroyed, 
theír propagatíon is so abundant as to justify 
the calculatíon already gíven of thcir numbers 
in this part of South America. 

Ali the European nations experienee in their 
colonies the danger of these interior enemies, 
as wcll as the difiknlty of extirpating them. 
The English have not been able to deliver their 
islands from them, particularly Jamaica.* The 

■Dutch have lately heen engaged in a war with 
them ín their colony of Berbíce; The island 
of Cuba, though very narrow, is so fiiled with 
them, that it is impossible to pass rn safety ia 
any directíon but from the Havannah to St» 
Jago. 

-   * This, however, has been  Inckily accomplished 
3ast year, by the indcfatigable exertions of Lord BaK 
carras.   T. / 
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Betwcen the colony of St. Sacr mcnt and thc 
capitania of St. Vincent, is inclosed thc Rip 
St. Pedro, a Spanish settlemcnt, and the island 
of St. Catherine, wherc they have a garçison. 
These two ports, cspecially that of Rio St. 
Pedro, wiU be a perpetuai subject of dispute 
betwcen the two nations \ while the Spaniards 
refuseto sell,exchangc, orabandon it. It isalso 
as difficult for the Spaniards to preserve this 
port, as for the Portuguese to keep possession 
of that of St. Sacrement. It is to bepresumed, 
therefore, that the lattcr would be very will- 
ing to make an exchange. But this port is of 
much greater importance to the Spaniards, than 
that of St. Sacrement is to the Portuguese>be- 
cause in time of war, it secures the means of 
arrivingat the mines, which are not more than 
100 leagues distant, and are not guarded on this 
side: the possession, therefore, of this port 
must be the cause of continuai alarm to thc 
Portuguese; whereas their colony of St. Sacre- 
ment can occasion but a trifling degree of dis- 
trust to the Spaniards, as the breadth of Rio de 
la Plata, forms a sufficient defence to Bue- 
nos Ayres ; and any attack that the Portuguese 
might make from this quarter must be of no 
comparative importance. 
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. In thc beginningof thc ycar 1766 thc Connt 
d'Oeyras brdercd an cmbarkation of 400 disci- 
plined troops, with cnginecrs and cannon for 
this part of Brasil. Thc Spanish garrison of 
Rio St. Pedro was in a very wrctchcd con- 
dition. It consists only of 200 dragoons-, and 
400 infantry, which at this pcriod had bccn 
diminished by the desertion of 140 men, "who 
had passcd over to the Poruiguesc. But therc 
was no rcason for supposing that any hostilitics 
*vonld tnkc place,'as the general rcvclt of Bra- 
sil theri oceupied thc attention of thc Portu- 
guese minister. 

Brasil, possessing as it does ali thc advantages 
of nature, ought to be the finest colony in thc 
ivorld; as thc Port\igi]csc have now been scttled 
ort it upwards of 260 ycars. Bnt besides thc 
ravagesof thc Dutch,it has been checked in its 
progress, as wcll as thc rest of this monarchy, 
by lhe dominion of "the Spaniards. It has even 
lost mnch of its vai 11 c and importance since the 
epocha of thc three Philips ; thc dcbts of John 
V. and thecompanies that have been establish- 
cd in it; with more avidity than understanding, 
have complctcd its ruin. Commerce nowpos- 
sesses but threc principal positions in Brasil, 
and is absolutely annihilated in every other part 

s 
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of this immense country. Thcsc are Bahia, 
which is' thê centre of it; Para, to which 
the new discoveries of Rio Negro promise to 
restorc a cómmercial vigour, as from thence 
the produce of the mines may be transported 
by the river Amazon ; and lastly, Rio Janeiro," 
whose situation is equally convenient to the 
southern mines, and which serves as a port to 
the capitanias of Porto Seguro, Espiritu Santo, 
and St, Vincent. 

In the colony of Brasil there are twelve ci- 
ties, gixty-six burghs, and a great number of 
villages; an archbishopric, arid four bishopries, 
with about 430,000 ínhabitants, of which a 
sixth part, at most, are Portuguesc. About 
thirty vessels sail annuajly from this country 
to Portuga]; which, one year with another,' 
carry from 7 to 8000 casks of sugar, 10,000 
rolls of tobacco ; from 25 to 30,000 dressêd 
hides, from 4 to 5000 raw hides, with largc 
quantities of diamonds, as well as gold in dust, 
ingots, and coin; besides balm, cloves, cinna- 
mon, ginger, cocoa, vanilla, cotton, índigo, oil 
of copahu, and several kinds of wood, in great 
estimation for their strength, length, and dura- 
bility. Every year one or two frigates sail from 
Bahia  and Pernambuco, laden with timbers 
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already prepared for the servicc of thc kingTs 
marine. The negrões employed in this colony 
are broaght from Ethiopia* and Congo. Nei- 
ther the king of Portugal, or his subjects possess 
one half of the commerce of Brasil, as the 
greater part of it is usurped by the English, to 
whorrTthe best factories belong, under Portu- 
guese names, and for whom the Portuguese 
traders, of which there are but few, aet as, 
brokers and agents. The troops which proteet 
Brasil consisti of about 7 or 8000 regular sol- 
diers, and about 30. or 40,000 militia. Those 
of the mines of St. Paul pass for good troops; 
but this is a small army for so vast an extent of 
'country, the northern part off whieh may be 
attacked with great advantage by the French. 
The colony of St. Sacrement is easily taken at 
the beginning of every war between the Spa- 
fliards and the Portuguese; and the method to 
prevent this, as well as to annoy the Spaniards, 
•vvould be to yield this colony to the English. 
Though by thus giving themselves masters, 
the remedy would be worse than the disease. 

If Brasil was vigorously attacked at the samè 

* From the coasts of Loango, Congo; Angola, and 
Benguela, but chictíy from the port of St, Philip de 
Benguela. T. 
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time, by the French, on the side of Para, of 
Maranham, and along the Rio Negro; and by 
the Spaniards on the side of Rio St. Pedro, ad- 
vancing also towards St. Paul and the capitania 
of St. Vincent, its defence would be very diffi- 
cult, as it would be assailed on the side of its 
mines. Any marine aid from the English 
would be of Iittle use, and it would be cqually 
dangerous for the Portuguese to sufferany Eng- 
lish troops to landj a measnre which they 
would never adopt but at the last extremity. 
The Portuguese, however, have no cause for 
alarm, while the Frendi and Spanish colonies, 
which are contiguous to Brasil, are not better 
provided with troops, and themeans of making 
kostile incursions. 
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CHAPTER V. 

ISLANDS BELONCING TO PORTUGAL» 

THESE islands rnay bc divided^into four parts. 
ist. Porto Santo, and the island of Madeira. 
2d. The Açores,-or Terceiras. 3d. The Cape 
Verde islands. And 4th. Islands on the coast 
of Guinea.* 

I.   PORTO  SANTO AND MADEIRA. 

The island of Porto Santo is situate 32o north 
latitude, eight nautic leagucs to the north-east 
of the easternmost point of Madeira: it is not 
two leagues in length, and about half a leagiie 

• General Dumonricz has forgot in hisemnneration 
the small but important island of Fernão de Noronha, 
situated about sixty-four leagucs to the north-east of 
Cape St. Roque in Brasil. In this island, inhabited by 
exiles, and where no women are stiftcrcd, the Portu- 
guesc keep a strong garrison j ali the littlc sandy bays, 
us well as the anchoring placcs, being defended by forts, 
or intrenched batteries: it is about ten miles long, and 
bctwcen two or two and an half miles in brcadth, has 
lenty of water, and produces an abundance of provi- 

sions.    T. 

*m 
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jn breadth: it lies about 160 leagucs from Lis- 
bon. This island was discovered by John Gon- 
calez Zarco, and Tristan Vaz. It contains 

'1200 inhabitánts, 'the greatcr part of which 
reside in the town which bears its name. The 
bay is rathercommodioús, thòugh exposed to 
the south and south-west winds. 
• The island of MadeirVis 160 leaguès frorh 
Xisbon, and about the samé distance from the 
Açores. It lies in 32o 37' to 53o north latitude, 
'and is about thirteen leagues in length, and four 
leagues in its greatest breadth. It was disco- 
vered the same yearas Porto Santo, and by the 
same John Gonçalez Zarco, who gave it the 
name of Madeira, from the quantity of wood 
which covered it. He set it 011 fire, and the 
conflagration Iasted seven years. It is divided 
into two capitanias: that of Machico bclongs to 
the house of Vimioso, and contains the Iittlc 
town of Machico, with 2000 inhabitants, the 
burgh of Santa Cmz with 1200, and seven vil- 
lages which contain about 2 or 3000. The 
capitania of Funchal was given by King John 
I. to the house of Zarco, which is now become 
that of Camará, to which it belongs at this day. 
The capital of this district is Funchal. It is 
defcndcd towards the  sca by fivc forts 00. the 



90 ACCOUNT OF TORTUGAL, 
• * 

"main land, and a small fort on an island (the 
Loo castle), and towards the land by thc castlc 
of St. João do Pico (commonly Peak castlc); it 
is an episcopal see, This island contains one 
city, four towns, and upwards of 120,000* 
inhabitants, divided into forty-three parishes. 
It is the constantrcsidcnceof a govcrnor; and 
thc custom-housc, with the tenths that thc king 
derives from this island, as grand-master of the 
order of Christ, produces a revenue of upwards 
300,000 crusades. Thc principal trade of this 
place is in honey, wax, dragon^-blood, sugar, 
cxccllent winc, and various kinds of fruit.t 

2.   THE AÇORES (AZORES) Or TERCEIRAS. 

The Açores derive their name from a kwid 
of bird that rcscmblesahawk, of which a pro- 
digious quantity was found therc, on their first 
discovery by the commander Alvarez de Cabral, 
in 1432. They werc also callcd Terceiras, 
from the name of the principal island, "vvhich 

* In thc year 1768, thc inhabitants living in thesc 
forty-three parishes amonnted to 63,913, of whom 
there werc 3i>34i males, and 32,572 fcmales. Ferster's 
Voyagc rcund thc ÍVcr/d, Vol. I. p. x6.    T. 
f Thc only survey ever engraved of Madeira and 

Porto Santo islands has becn published by W. Fadcn, 
in 1791,   T. 

MM 
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was the thírd in the iine of discovcry.   The 
Flcmíngs, who discovered them almost at the 
same time with the Portuguese, call them the 
Flemish Islands.   They are nine in number. , 
The first is Santa Maria: it is three leagues 
and a half in length, and three UJ breadth \ has 
an harbour well fortified, with about 5000 in- 
habitants.   The second is the island of St- Mi- 
chael.   It is fifteen leagues in length, 'from two 
to five in breadth, and is the most populous of 
these islands, as it contains upwards of 40,000 
souls.    It is cxtrçmelyfertiie,  although the 
fiftieth part of it is not cultivated.   It contains 
one city, five burghs, and twenty-two villages.- 
The city is called Ponte Delgada.   The housc 
of Ribera Grande, to whom this island belongs, 
draws from it an income of more than 40,000* 
crusades.    The third is the island Terceira, 
which is nine leagues long, and four in breadth : 
it contains one city, two burghs, and fifteen 
villages.    Angra, the capital of it, is situated- 
on the south coast of the island, and is a bi- 
shopric.    The entrance into the harbour lies 
between two points which project into the sea. 
On the west point is a large rock, on which is 

• About jTzooo, 
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seated thc castle of St. John the Baptist, with 
. an advanced bastion, called St. António.   This 
rock, which is of black stone, is called Le Mo- 
no, or thc Ape.   On the east point isthe castle 
of St. Sebastian.   The port hasgood anchorage, 
and is very secure against every wind btit the 
south-east, which obligcs the vessels to weigh 
anchor as soou as it begins to blow.   The towrr 
is well situated, well built, with large streets, 
well paved, and decorated with fountains, and 
contains upwards of 10,000 inhabitants.    It 
was ercctcd into a city and a bishop's see in 
1534,   by  John  III.     Its   ordlnary   garrison 
consists of 500 mcn.    It is vcry capable of de- 
fence,- and well providcd with artillcry 5 it is 
said to have upwards of 180 brass canrion, and 
many of th em  forty-cight  poundcrs:   it  also 
possesses   the   famous   culverin   of   Malacca, 
which is a sixty pounder.    Thc town of St. 
Sebastian  has about 1000 inhabitants,  and  is 
defended by six well-conditioned forts.    Herc 
thc senatc of the island assembles  when any 
affairs of importance requirc its deliberations. 
Villa Praya, or Praya, is two leagues to thc 
north-cast of Angra,  situated on a safe and 
well-defended bay: it contains near 3000 souls. 
Thc fourth island is that of St. George, about 
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thrcc Icagucs to thc westward of Terceira, bc- 
ing about nine leagues in Icngth, and one and 
an half broad.    It is high but flat, and at its 
two points therc are two detacbed islots.    Its 
port is safe for small vessels.   It contains about 
3000'souls, distributed  in three burghs, and 
four villages, ali of which are on thc southern 
side of the island ; thc northern part bêing rocky 
and incapablc of cultivation.   The fifth is Gra- 
ciosa, which lies four leagues to thc north of 
St. Gcorge, and about seven north by west from 
Terceira ; it is two leagues and an half long, 
and as many in breadth • the northern part has 
a better soil than that which is towards thc 
south.    It contains two burghs, and 3600 in- 
habitants.    Thc sixth is thc island of Fayal, 
which  lies  seventecn  leagues to the  west  of 
Terceira.     It forms a kind of lozenge, whose 
diagonais are cach seven or cight leagues in 
Icngth.    Thc principal town is called Santa 
Cruz, and its road or harbour, Horta de Fayal. 
It contains 4000 inhabitants, divided into cle- 
ven parishes.   Thc seventh, thc island of Pico; 
is separated  from Fayal by a channcl,   two 
leagues broad ; is seven leagues in Icngth, and 
four and an half in breadth;    It is scen at the 
distance of fifteen leagues at sca, on account of 
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a very high mountain, which is said to posscss 
an  elcvation of threc miles.*    Its principal 
port is Villa das Lagcns.    Scveral othcrs are 
dispersed  round   the coast,   the principal  of 
which is callcd Madalena, oppositc to Fayal. 
This island is very fertile, and abounds in cc- 
dar trees.   It contains two towns, four villages, 
and 2000 inhabitants. The eighth is the island 
of Flores, which is twelve miles long, and three 
broad. The principal placc is Ribeira da Cruz, 
which contains 800 souls.    It has altogether 
two burghs, four villages,  and 2000 inhabi- 
tants.    It gives the tule of Marquis to the 
house of Gouvca.    The ninth is the island of 
Gorvo; is situate to the north of Flores, from 
which it is separatcd by a channel of  nine 
miles in breadth.    It is about cight or nine 
miles in circumfcrcncc, has one parish, and 
about 500 inhabitants.    The Açores contain 
about 80,000 souls, but have very little trade ; 
so that the revenue which the King of Portu- 
gal derives from these islands is not equivalent 
to the expence of maintaining of them. 

* This mountain, which is a volcano, is not sup- 
poscd to bc f^o high as the Pcak of TenerifFe, whose 
elcvation does not execed two miles, or two miles and 
a quarter above the levei of íhe sea.    T* 
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3.   CAPE   VERD  ISLANDS. 

The Cape Vcrd Islands nrc situate- at the 
distance of 110 leagues frorn the Cape of the 
same name, on the western coast of Africa, 
bctwccn 23 and 26o west long. and 15 and 18o 

north Iat. They are supposed by some to be 
the ancient Hespérides of Pliny and Ptolemy. 
They were discovered, in the year 1460, by 
António de Noli, a Gcnocsc, under the direc- 
tion of the Infant Don Henry, who presented 
them to King Alphonso V. his ncphcw. They 
are ten in number: the principal ofthem is St. 
Jago, about 12 leagues in Icngth and 32 in cir- 
cumfcrence. Ribeira Grande, or St. Jago, 
which is a bishopric, has a port capable of 
recciving Iarge vessels, with fourteen fathoms 
water at its entrance ; but that of La Praya, 
called Porto Praya, and situated on the south 
side, Iike the former, is still better. This 
island has bcen twice attacked and pillaged ; 
in 1582, during the war carried on for the suc- 
cession of Don Sebastian, and in 1712, by a 
French squadron. The other islands are Mayo, 
Boavista, Sal, Fogo, Bravo, St. Nicholas, St. 
Lncia, St. Vincent, and St. António. They 
are poor, subject to faminc, and have but little 
*rade, which consists chicfly in rice and salt; 
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nor does their combined population amount to 
more than 16,000 souls. 

4.   ISLAKDS ON  THE  COAST OF GUINEA. 

The person who discovered these islands is not 
known, though the period of their discovery is 
supposcd to be about 1471, during the reign of 
Alphonso V. The principal of them is St. Tho- 
mas, which lias a city, that is the residence of 
a bishop, and contains about 3000 inhabitants. 
The second is Prince's Island, and contains 
about 2000 inhabitants. The thirtí is Fernaõ 
do Po,* so named from its discoverer, and which 
has very few people on it: and the fourth is, 
Annobom, or Good Year, with not more than 
300 inhabitants. These four islands are not 
only very poor, but equally unwholesomc; and 
the anchorage not always safe. Their vicinity 
to the line prevents them from kecping any 
stock of fresh provisions ; so that the ships 
which sometimes call there, instead of obtain- 
ing refreshments, are obliged themselves to 
jelievc the inhabitants of these unfortunatc 
islands. 

* This island  bclongs  now  to  the  Spaniards,   to 
wliom it is as usclcss as it was to the Portuguesc.    T. 
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CHAPTER   VI. 

CONCLUSION. 

m 
ê 

TH is briéf description of the Portugucse colo- 
nies is sufficient to givc an adequatc idea of 
their strength.   The Asiatic colonies could not 
subsist, without bringing destruction on Portu- 
gal \ though they had ncvcr bèen attacked  by 
European   enemies.     The   Mahomctans  dis- 
perscd along the shores of the Red Sea, and 
m the kingdom of Mogul, almost to the penin-; 
sula of Malacca, were too powerful not to de- 
stroy, in the end,  the weak and ill-fortified. 
establishments of the Portugucse.    Too indo- 
lent and too proud  to submit to the engage- 
ments of comrnerce, they were alone qualified 
to carry on war; and thereforc could not re- 
pair, by the advantages of trade, the losses they 
siistaincd by the failure of their military opera- 
tions.  Their continuai piracies excited a gene- 

F 
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ral indignation against them; whilethe Indian 
nations, in their own dcfcnce, were obliged to 
engage in the same practice of maritime deprc- 
dation.   Fanaticism excited them both.   Jesus 
Christ and Mahomet were always invoked to 
give victory to their respective worshippers, 
in thesc unjust and bloody combats; in which 
their respective interests were blended with the 
glory of their respective religions.   In the mean 
time the Indians learned the science of naviga- 
tion and the àrt óf war, and in a short time 
would have known as much as their masters. 
The French, the English, and the Dutch reapcd 
the fruits of the Portuguese discoveries.   Thcy 
còmbined  industry with   strength,   and have 
established those rich conimercial companies, 
which are so powcrful as to keep the Indians 
in awe, and to sustain cxtensive wars.    The 
general òutcry of the Indians against the Por- 
tuguese has justified "the fury with which these 
different pèople have pillaged them without re- 
sistance.    It was, however, the reign bf the 
three Philips, and the bad administration of 
the Spaniards, which prevented the Portuguese 
from defending themselves.    They were sa- 
crificcd by the court of Madrid, who regarded 
Portugal as a conquered cduiítry, and not en- 
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titled to the privileges of the rest of its domi- 
nions. 

Brasil has been retarded in its population 
and its cultivation by the spirit of chivalry, 
which considered it as a degradation to becorae 
a cultivator of land and a colonist, Riches were 
acquired with more rapidity and éclat in the 
East Indics: piracy opened a carecr more at- 
tractive to a brave, proud, and indolcnt people» 
The kings of Portugal indulged the prejudices 
of their subjects in appearing to despisc Brasil, 
which was therefore peopled only with villains 
and vagabonds; and finding that it produced no 
addition to their revenues, they granted whole 
provinces to individuais, who subjected the la- 
bour and exertions of the inhabitants to their 
own advantage, and strangled in its birth the 
spirit of industry and enterprize. The Dutch, 
in 1624, found Brasil in a poor and uncultivated 
state, when they established at Fernambucco a 
colony, upon the same principies as those they 
had formed in the East Indics. Here they gave 
to the Portuguese an example of industry; and 
though, after a war of thirty years, when they 
were obliged to abandon this colony, they der 

stroyed their plantations and factories. The 
Portuguese availed themselves, in some degree, 

F 2 
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of their example, and being supported by the < 
English, advanced Brasil to the condition in 
which it is at this day. Indeed, sincc the loss 
of thelr Oriental possessions, their commercial 
speculátions have been directed to this quarter. 
The govemment has withdrawn from the hands 
of individuais a great part of the provinces: but 
this measu relias been carried too far, and avi- 
dity is ahvays blind. The establishment of 
companics has also given a severe blow to the 
prosperity of Brasil: The inhabitants, who 
livcin à statc of oppression, are disposcd to 
tevolt. Burdensome taxes check the spirit of 
indústry, and spread around discouragement and 
despair. Among other well-combined means 
to recall public confidence and industry, it is 
nèccssary tó cmploy mildness with diserction. 
Power may enforce submission, but it cannot 
command industry. If troops are to be em- 
ploycd in kceping distant possessions in sub- 
jection, it is equally dangerous to send too 
many or too fcw. The example of the Eng- 
lish colonies in resisting the stamp act, has pro- 
duced a powerful effect upon the European 
colonies of America. It is the cause of ali the 
disorders whicl) exist in México; Peru, and 
Brasil. 

-   - 



' # 

ACCOUNT OV PORTUGAL. IOI 

The island of Madeira is the most pdpulous 
and opnlcnt of the Portuguese settlcments ; but 
it is not the most produetive to the mother 
country. The inhabitants stand in little need 
of supplies from Europe, carry on a direct 
trade vvith England, and pay but trifling duties 
to the king. The other islands and colonics in 
Africa are in a very wrctchcd conditíon. The 
number and extent of the Portuguese colonics 
may be imposing; but their real condition will 
appcar from the following statc of their popu- 
lation.— 

Inhabitants. 
In Ásia          - 50,000 

Africa         - 80,000 
Brasil         - 430,000 
Madeira and Porto Santo *i3o,ooo 
The Açores 80,000 
Cape Verd Islands 16,000 
Islands on the coast of Guinca 5,000 

■ 
791,000 

Of these the Portuguese scarce form a sixth 
part.   The small proportion of this population 

*  Sce the note at the bottom of p. 90. 

F3 
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to thc immense cxtent of the Portuguese settle- 
mcnts is a sufficient indication of thcir weak- 
xtcss, and justiííes the conclusion, that thc com- 
mercê and marine of Portugal are in a very 
bad condition. 
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BOOK   III. 

THE   ARMY. 

CHAPTER   I. 

DEFECT5 OF THE PORTUGUESE ARMY. 

THE Portuguese army has been in a most con- 
temptible state for a century to thc period of 
thc war of 1762. In conscqucncc of fifty years 
of peace, a most destructive earthquake, several 
famincs, and a most abominable conspiracy, it 
had bccn totally neglccted, and was sunk into 
the most wretched condition. It was composed 
of from 8 to 10,000 men, of a class inferior to 
pcasants \ without uniforms, without arms, beg- 
ging alms or assassinating for a livelihood; and 
the oflicers of these troops were servants, who 
mounted bchind the carriages, or served at the 
tables of their masters, when they werc not on 
duty. This is thc uncxaggeratcd and incon- 
ceivable picture of thc Portuguese troops, be- 

F4 
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fore the war of 1762, and thc arrival of Count. 
de Lippe, who instantly sct about reforminsr 
tlie whole of it. 

The Portuguese are naturaliy indisposed to 
application.   The Great are averse to military 
employments; and as, iu consequence of its 
frcqucnt revolutions, this govcrnmcnt is fiill 
of suspicion, it is permitted but to ccrtain fa- 
milies to cntcr into the army.   Strangers alone 
can support its character, and thcy are gene- 
rally ill chosen,   and treated with indignity, 
The obligations whiçh the Portuguese have 
rcccived from forcigners, since the year 1640, 
cannot be cquallcd but  by their ingratitude. 
It seems to be a principie wirh thesc people, 
to demand their assistance in time of war, to 
rcdccm the foi lies they have committed during 
a pcriod of peace.   A military zeal and ardour 
seems to rcturn 011 the arrival of these auxilia- 
ries: but when the war is closed, tlieir zeal is 
extinguished, their arms are suffercd to rust, 
and these foreigners, to whom they owed so 
xnuch, die  or desert, opprcsscd by injusticc, 
by debts,  and  despair ;  while  the Portuguese 
sink into their former state of ignorance and 
torpor.     This absurd conduet  has  been fre- 
quently rencwed since the epocha that lias bcen 
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ju.st mcntioncd, and it is probable thatit will 
bc again repeatcd. Unfortunatcly for the state 
which is govcrned by a single ministcr, that 
minister is never qualified for every depart- 
mcnt, and thereforc gives his attcntion to thosc 
in which his capacity has been chiefly excrcis- 
ed. The Count drOcyras, first ministcr of 
Portugal, is a mere politician, and is altoge- 
ther uninformcd in military matters. Besides, 
hc is an cnemy to thc character of ã soldier, 
which requires resolution and vigour; qualiues 
by no means requisite, in his opinion-, to im- 
prove that obedience and submission which are 
essential to his government. 

The army of Portugal has a very respectaMe 
appearance j but the offiecrs are ill chosen, ill 
paid, and neverthclcss are cntirely engaged by 
interest, with thc least spark of military ho- 
nour. Their exterior appearance, however, is 
under some kind of rcgulation, and the cut of 
their clothes, as well as their manual exercise, 
is in the Prtissian method. 
• The Count de Lippe has rendered an essen- 
tial service to Portugal, in new modelling its 
army; but he remained there too short a time 
to carry his reform intó effect; besides, he did 

FS 



ICO ACCOUNT OF rORTUGAt, 

iiot make a propcr choice of officcrs to finisf* 
íhc work which he had begun. 

Whcn war was dcclarcd in 1762, Portugal 
finding itself withoút officcrs, and without 
soldiers, thc govcrnmcnt, alarmcd at its dc- 
fencclcss situation, employed cvcry mcans to 
engagc foreign officcrs m its serviee. A crowd 
of military advcnturers, therefore, who liad 
becn dishonourcd in, or drivcn froin, thc scr- 
vice of other powers, wcre rcccivcd in thc Por- 
tuguesc army. Mr. Mello, ambassador from 
thc court of Lisbon to that of London, was 
commissioncd to rcccivc ali who ofrercd ; and 
rank as wcll as money was hcld forth to tempt 
military men, of any character or country, to 
engagc with thc court of Lisbon. Instcad of 
npplying to thc King of Prússia, or lhe Dutch, 
for a body of ablc and tricd officers ; instcad of 
holding forth adequate remunerations to mili- 
tary men of merit of any nation, the Portuguese 
govcrnmcnt introduced into its army a great 
number of foreigners, whosc vices and igno- 
rance tended to increase the disorder and pu- 
sillanimous spirit which prevailed in it. This 
evil was cured by a very violent remedy. Thc 
minister, having dissemblcd his resentment at 
tlicsc abuses during thc war, which wcre so 
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evident, that thcy cvcn forccd thcmselves upon 
hisobscrvation, employcd an cxpedicnt as fatal 
as thc abuses thcmselves, by persecuting and 
driving out of thc kingdom every foreign offi- 
cer without distinetton. As to thc Portugucse 
officers, their pay does not enablc them to live 
better than thc common soldiers, whosc com- 
rades and rclations thcy are. Thc siibaltcm 
posts are fillcd from among thc inferior classes; 
and their hatred of foreigners, arising from their 
having onc-half more pay than thcmselves, pre- 
venis their associating with, or recciving any 
irnprovement from them ; and hence it is that 
thcy remain in ignorance and wrctchcdness. 

Thc Portugucse soldicr is obedient, patient,' 
robust, livcly, and dexterous ; but he is, at thc 
samc time, idlc, filthy, and disposed'to find 
fault with every thing: but hc is capable, 
when propcrly attcndcd to, of doing credit to 
his character. His aversion to the Spaniards- 
should be encouraged, but he should be made 
to comprehcnd, that hc cannot gain any advan- 
tage over thc superior numbers of that nation, 
but by superior discipline. The mutual con- 
tempt which these nations entertain for cach 
other, arises from their ignorance and their 
presumption.   It is very extraordinary, when 
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it is their mutual intercst to know each 
óther, that their reciprocai aversion should 
operate*so powerfully as to prevent any uscful 
commiinication betwecn them. Hcncc it' is 
that a war betwecn Spain and Portugal, will 
consist of little more than groping about in the 
dark, becanse neither the onc nor lhe othcr 
havc maps,  or guidcs,  or spies. 

Thesc defects of the military establishment* 
in Portugal might have bcen easily corrected 
by the Count de Lippe. But to attain such 
an object, a full power and the excrcisc of a 
rigid discipline was indispensablc, It would 
bc also nccessary to make the appointrnents of 
the Portuguesc officcrs cqual to thosc of the fo- 
xcign officers,.in order to dissipate lhe grovelling 
jealousies and contempt that subsist betwcen 
them, and to makctalcnts the only distinction ; 
at the same time to encourage the foreign offi- 
ccrs, who live in a continuai statc of suspiciòn 
and distrust, by making thera cqual sharers in 
the favour of govcrnment, and attaching them 
to the country by solid establishments. In 
short, it would bc. the best policy to rcward 
diligence by attaching to it lionour as well as 
cmolumcnt, and to punish indolcncc by disgracc 
and the loss of fortune» 
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CHAPTER II- 

STATE   OF   THE   ARMY. INFANTRY,    CA* 
VALRY,    LIGHT    TROOPS,    ARTILLERY, 
AND   FORTIFICATIONS. 

TH E state of thcPortuguese army, indepcndcnt 
of its marine and íts colonies, consists of 33 bat- 
talions,   containing  26,000 infantry,   and  26 
squadrons, which compose about 4000 cavalry. 
The pcasantry also form a milithi of upwards of 
100,000 men, v/ho serve without pay, but cn- 
gage tvith great fnry, and are very formidable 
lo thc Spaniards, by their inanner of fighting; 
as, from the ignorance of their generais, the nég- 
lect of their oíTicers, and thc v/ant of discipline 
in thc soldicrs, the lattcr are ever exposed to 
ambuscades, assassinations, and sudden attacks. 

The Portuguese army is in a tolerable state 
of discipline: it marches and manoeuvres wcll; 
but it ought more frequently to be drawn out 
imo cncampments, that the little manoeuvres 
of exercise might be applied to the great ope- 
rations of war.    The battalions are composed 
of seven companies, one of which consists of 



HO ACCOUNT OF PORTUGAL. 

grenadiers, of 140 men cach. This formation 
is imperfect, according to the rulcs of tactics, 
as it is not capable of square divisions, without 
confusion. There are many other faults in its 
evolutions, the greater part of which proceed 
from the samc principie. Neithcr are the 
troops accustomed to remove earth, to practise 
the manccuvres of attack and defence, as well 
as the art of fortification ; and ali this is essen- 
tíal in a country like Portugal, where war must 
be on the defensive, and carried on in detail. 
The infantry of the north is very superior in 
discipline, as well as in stature, to that of the 
south, especially of the capital and of Elvas. 

The cavalry is well mounted on horses from 
Andalusia, Beira, and Traz os Montes ; which 
are of a moderate height, like those of the Spa- 
jiish cavalry ; but they are ali geldings. 

It is a problem which experience alone can 
jcsolve, whether the gelding or the stone-horse 
isbest qualificd for the service of cavalry ; and 
if the quiet disposition of tlie one is equal, in 
point of efFect, to the ardent spirit of the other. 
The Spanish cavalry is the on!y one in Europe 
which consists of stone-horses, and it is of ac- 
Icnowledged cxcellence ; but it may bedoubted 
whether it possesses sufficient solidity to sup- 
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port a line of infantry. Cavalry shotild pos- 
sess thcsc four qualities; order, solidity, force, 
and swiftness. The Spanish cavalry are fa- 
mous for thc two lattcr, and the Portuguese 
posscss the two formcr. Thc union of thesc 
four qualities are by no mcans incompatiblc; 
but I have my doubts whcther they are to be 
found in any cavalry of any nation. 

Portugal maintains twelvc squadrons of cui- 
rassiers in pretty good condition and discipline. 
Though I am rather doubtful whether they 
possess sufficient solidity to resist the impe- 
tuous shock of the Spanish cavalry, from. thc 
modcrate size of their horses. Thcir breast- 
plates, howevcr, give thcm two incontcstable 
advantages; though the Spaniards are of adiffe- 
rent opinion, as they never make use of theiru 
Thc first is, that they afford protection to thc 
soldier; and sccondly, they give him an idea 
of his superiority over troops wh o are not clad 
in such defensive armour. The Portuguese 
dragoons, howcvcr, will never equal thosc of 
Spain. 

It is a great advantage to this cavalry to 
keep always in close union with the infantry, 
and never to engage alone in thc plains of 
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Alcmtejo, and still less in those of Estre- 
madura, becausc therc is great rcason to 
conjecture that it would fail in an engage- 
ment with Spanish cavalry. lis most advan- 
tageous place is in the linc, where it would 
be ablc to support the infantry ; and in battlc 
it is better calculated to maintain its ranks, to 
cover a retreat, or protect the forage. It would 
execute with iess activity, but with more ecr- 
tainty, the great manceuvres as wcll as the dc- 
tail of its service. The squadron has the same 
defect as in Spain, in being composed of four 
companies, which require too many officers, 
and rendeis the establishment expensive. A 
company of cavalry is worth in the provinces 
near ^500. per annum. The regiments which 
are on court dnty are very much harassed, be- 
causc they do the duty of body guards, and tfiat 
the king, whom they constantly attend, always 
goes full spced ; so lhat they must bc necessa- 
rily in worsc condition, and the companies of 
less.value. 

The Portuguese cavalry has this advantage 
over that of Spain, that it is exercised in fir- 
ing, and aceustomed to leap hedges and ditches 
in  squadrons;   a manceuvre which the Spa- 

-'- 
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niards can scarccly bclicve ; but which thcy 
could execute better than any olher cavalry, if 
thcy "\verc exercised in it. 

There is but one regiment of light dragoons, 
of about 1200 men, very ill exercised, and of 
course incapable of engaging in that kind of 
war for which thcy are designed. The colo- 
ncl, though a .good officer, is not sufficiently 
active to conduet light troops. .Colonel Louis 
Hollard is the only officer capable of that ser- 
vicc in Portugal. It is, nevertheless, indis- 
pensable to have a body of from 5 to 6000 
light troops in a war with Spain, which be- 
ing defensive, the only_ attacks that the Portu- 
guese can make must be by way of incursion. 

The artillery is composcd of threc battalionsi 
but in a very bad statc of discipline. The can- 
non are ill made and clumsy. The minister ^ 
had the good fortunc to engage two cxcellcnt 
founders, brought up under the famous Maritz; 
but the prevailing prejudice against foreigners 
lias got the better of actual want, and, in con- 
sequence of ill treatment, thcy have becn 
obliged to desert from the service. There are 
no field picces, nor any small cannon, to ac- 
company the infantry ; which would be of 
the greatest use in such â country às Portugal, 
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where thcrc is a post at evcry step. Therc are 
three colonels of artillery ; Colonel York, an 
Englishman, who contributed so much to the 
taking of the Havannah ; Colonel Macbean, 
a Scotchman, whodistinguished himself in the 
allied army in Westphalia; and Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Hollard, a Swiss, but who has been both 
in the service of Prússia and Denmark, and is 
well known by his valour and services. He is 
the only person capable of putting the artillery 
of Portugal upon a good footing; though he 
would be employed more esscntially in form- 
ing a body of light troops. 

The corps of engineers is ill formed, and 
extremely ignorant; they can do little more 
than rule paper and page a register. Ncvcr- 
theless there are two engineers of great repu- 
tation among them ;" Funck, a Swede, who 
served with distinction under Marshal Saxe, 
and Miron, a Swiss, a brave and most ex- 
cellent officer; who was menaced with à 
trial, for having attempted to restore the forti- 
íieatiojis of Almeida, and to defend it against 
the Spaniards, in 1762. But the cowardice of 
the governor served as his justification. The 
School of Engineers is in a very backward 
state, and in 1766, its most forward scholars 
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had not got beyond the second book of Eu- 
clid. 

The Portuguese might avail themselves of 
thcir foreign cngineers to procure correct maps 
of their country, in which they are totally 
deficient; at least they might obtain topogra- 
phical surveys of the chains of mountains, of 
rivers, vallies, and frontier plains, that every 
post might be known in case of war. It is 
said that the Count de Lippe made himself 
well acquainted wiih the country which he 
passed through in 1762, and that he was actu- 
ally engaged in making maps of it. General 
Fraser has, since that time, made a tour through 
the northern division of the kingdom ; but he 
had only draftsmen with him, and I much 
doubt whether he viewed it with tlie eye of a 
master. Colonel Funck has abo been em- 
ployed to make designs of the frontiers ; and 
he presented to the minister a plan of general 
fortification, which is supposed to have been 
accepted. 
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CHAPTER III. 

GENERALS,    THE     STAFF,    OFFICERS,    &C. 

SUBS1STKNCE, THE  MUNISTER OF WAR. 

1 HE Count de Lippc is the restorer of the mí- 
litary art in this country-, He is cqually ami- 
able, witty, learned, brave, and virtuous. 'He 
is intimately acquainted with the sublime parts 
of war, well skillcd in tacties, and a good en- 
gineer. He will acquire an high degree of re^ 
putaíion, at the head of the Portugucsc troops, 
if he will ccase to neglect them, and rcturn 
again to rc-estáblish those parts of the army 

v which have fallen into disorder since his ab- 
sence, and to complete the work which he 
began, with an equal degree of zeal and sue- 
cess. 

The second general is an old Portuguese 
devotee, the Count Baron of Arcos: he lets 
every tliing go to destruetion, because he is 
incapable of app^ying a remedy to any thing. 

The first liciitcnant-general is a Scotch gen- 
tleman, Simon Fraser, the sou of Lord LovaU 
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He is yonng, and served only two years in Ca- I 
nada, as colonel of a rcgiment of Scotch High- 
landers, after having been a barrister at law 
duringthcformerpartofhislife.  Hchasagreat I 
share of ambilion, undaunted courage, a great '1 
deal of prcsumption, and very moderate talcnts. J 

There are two ficld-marshals ofdistinguished * 
character: aGerman, named Bohm, a creature I 
of the Coiíht de Lippe, a brave and well in- 
formed officer, but rather too much of a cour- 
tier; and a Scotchman, named Macklean, a 
brave and ancient officer, and an excellent com- 1 
mander of infantry.   The rest of the staff are M 
Portnguese, with little or no military qualifica- 
tions, and  whose names are  scarcely known. 
The court of Lisbon, therefore, ought to pro- 
cure better, and fix them in its service by just *' 
and honourablc treatment. 

There are somecolonels, lieutenant-colonels, 
ánd majors, wlio are good ofricers, but they al- 
most ali of them strangers. Colonel Smhh, án 
Englishman, passes for a good engineer, as well 
as commander of cavalry ; Macdonnell, Fitz- 
gerald, Campbell, Forbes, and Chauncey, are 
good officers. There are also some Portuguese 
noblemen, of whom there are great hopes, from 
theirzeal and their talents: they are the Mar- 

s 
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quis de Lavradio, the Counts de Prado, and 
d'Aponte, Dehris de Miranda, Pinto, Acun- 
ha, &c, 

Thcre is no staff in the Portugucse army, 
nor in that of Spain, The post of major-ge~ 
neral of the army was last hekl by a Scotchman, 
namcd Prcston, %vho retircd from the servicc 
at the time of the unfortunatc affair of Colonel 
Graveron, This post has been supplicd by two 
inspectors of the troops. The employment of 
quarter-master-general is very difficult to ful- 
fil: it is his business to issue ali the orders; 
to provide for every undcrtaking, whether it 
relates to military operations, or to subsistence ; 
to arrange, direct, and conduet the passageand 
movements of the troops, to form maps, and 
to keep ali the archives of the war. Thcre is 
neither in Spain nor in Portiígal, companies of 
guides, nor a train of waggons laden with pon- 
toons, planks, &c. Therc is no military board, 
or any fixed regulations for provisions or fo- 
rage. The great number of places, and the 
small extent of the theatre of war in Portugal, 
render this defect less likcly to bc felt; at the 
same time the troops ahvays run some risk of 
dying wifh hunger. 

A cominissary namcd Ferrari, latcly passed 
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from thc scrvice of Spain into that of Portuga!, 
who rcgulatcd thc making of brcad for the 
troops, so as to gain 33 per cent. for thc go- 
vernment; and in case of a future  war,  hc 
will,probably,beappointedcommissary-general 
of thc army. 

Thc scarcity of forage will ahvays prevent 
the Portnguese from kceping the field, and 
maintaining a large body of cavairy ; and this 

circumstancc proceeds from a defective state of 
agriculture. Nevertheless, the supplies for a 
Portugucse army might be easily collectcd in 
two or three strong placcs in thc back parts, 
from whence they might be drawn -with con- 
venience and safety. 

The military hospitais fonn no concern of 
thc king, as a community of monks always 

^charge thcmselvcs with that branch of military 
ad-ministration. But regular and fixed hospitais 
woiild be more serviceable, and might be con- 
trived. 

One of the principal obstacles to the duc re- 
gulation of subsistence during war, is the man- 
ner of condueting it, at least, to the present 
time. As soon as the Spaniards enter Portugal, 
the king publishes a dcclaration, by which hc 
enjoins his subjects to fali upon the invaders, 
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and tlic national hatrcd excites them to execute 
this ordinance. The Spanish army always 
pushes on ; the villagcs are dcpopulatcd, and 
their inhabitants fali back upon the capital. 
The peasants arrive there in crowds, with 
their wives and children ; so that the king, who 
shouldhavenothingmore than his army tomain- 
tain, finds, at the end of two or three months 
of the campaign, two or three hundred thou- 
sand additional mouths to fced. Anothcr rc- 
stilting evil is, that the court of Madrid avails 
itself of the faminc which is occasioncd by its 
invadingarmy, induces the Portugucse peasants 
by kind treatment to abandon their own coun- 
try, or transport them by force into different 
.provinces of Spain, with their wives, children, 
and cattlc. 

To remedy this evil, it would be necessary to 
rcgulatc the number of militia in time of war, 
and toprohibit any peasants to resist the enemy, 
to abandon their villagcs, or to disobey the con- 
queror, to whom they, of coursc, bclong, till 
the force of arms, or reíurning peace, delivers 
them from a foreign yoke. Bnt whatever the 
Spaniards may say to the contrary, this war of 
the pcasantry is by no means importam, but 
to  ignorant and undisciplined  troops.    The 
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burningof t \vo or threc villagcs, and (he hanging 
of as many monks or cu rates, or principal per- 
sons in lhe parish, quickly puts a stop to the 
indiscrcct and barbarous fury of the country 
peoplc. 

A king of Portugal, who has found themeans 
of regulatinghis cxpcnces by his rcvenuc, will 
bc able to sustain a war? upon cqual if not su- 
pciiorterms against Spain. The article of sub- 
sistence is the principal and most expensive; 
everyattcntion therefore shouldbe given to this 
fundamental object. Established magazines, 
and cconomyin the dispensation of tliem, form 
the basis and strength of that defence which is 
required for this little kingdom. - 

The war department is úot under proper re- 
gulations, and its official procccdings are dila- 
tory. The advanced age of the Count d'Oeyras 
is a public inconvenicnce. He is continually 
occupied in various less importam objects, to 
which he- sacrifices his precious time. The 
ministcrof war isDon Louis d'Acunha: a man 
of honour, but of little credit, and who does 
nothing. He is scarcely known by onc half of 
the military officers. Ali the real busincss is 
in the hands of a confidential person, and se- 
cretary of Count d*Oeyras, Don Miguel d'Ar- 
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riaga, he is a man of great mcrit, integrity, and 
understanding-; but he is only the echo of tlje 

, count, and that minister being of a dilatory cha- 
racter, no advantage is derived from bis super- 
jntendance, so that the administration of the 
aimy is every year becoming worse and worse. 
It is divided into two departments ; that of the 
north, which comprehends the three provinces 
of Entre Minho e Douro, Traz os Montes, and 
Beira ; and that of the south, which embraccs 
Estremadura, Alemtejo, and Algarve. 

» 
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CHAPTERIV. 

TOPOORAPHV,   RIVERS,   MOUNTAINS, 

FORTIFIED   PLACES. 

TOPOGRAPHY, or a knowledge of the posi- 
tion of places; of the course and current of 
rivers; of the extent and inclination of chains 
of mountains; and the situation of fortified 
places, is the first branch of military science, 
and a necessary part of thedctail of a kingdom 
in a state of war. An cnemy must be ac- 
quaintedwiththese natural or artificial barriers, 
either to avoid or surmount them; while the 
citizen ought to know them still better, to cm- 
ploy them as the means of defence. But this 
grand and leading branch of the science of war, 
*s not duly considered by many nations, parti- 
cularly thosc of Spain and Portugal, who have 
not carried on onc single scientific campaign 
against each other, since the foundation of their 
respcctive kingdoms. 

Portugal is watered by four principal rivers, 
which may serve to dircct both its offensive and 
defensive operations. One of these rivers, the 
Guadiana,  which runs  from the east to the 
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south-west and south ; enters inío Portugal be- 
twecn Xcrumcna and Olivença, in Alcmtcjo, 
and serves, in its coursc, as a natural ditch to 
that province and lhe littlc kingdom of Algarve, 
dividing the latter from Andalusia. Though 
the Guadiana is a considcrable river, it cannot 
be employed to 2ny purposesof utility in the 
present war, from the small importance of lhe 
provinces through whích il flows, and becausc 
it is incapablc of being navigatcd by boats for 
more than thirty-six miles, from Mcrtola to the 
sca. The other rivers run from east to west. 
The Minhodividesa part of Galicia fromapart 
of Entre Minho e Douro; but it does not serve 
as the least defence to the latter province, 
which may be attacked without Crossing this 
river. The Douro, coming from- the kingdom 
of Leon, enters Portugal; and, after dividing 
it, empties itself into the sca, near the city of 
Oporto. It is navigablc by boats from La- 
mego, a coursc ofabove fifty miles; its banks 
arè*rich, and it may be rendered very service- 
able if that place should be lhe object of mili- 
tary operations. But the most important river 
of Portugal, the key of Lisbon, and the nnrs- 
ing mother of those armies which enter into 
thatkingdom, is the Tagus.  For abotit seventy- 
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two milcs from Alcântara to Abrantes, its coursc 
is internipted by rocks and falis, and consc- 
qucntly incapablc of navigation: bnt from 
Abrantes to the sea, which is nincty milcs ; it 
is navigablc by vcsscls of considcrablc burden, 
which may convey ali the necessary supplies 
of war. Its right bank, thòugh mountainous, 
is very abundam in provisions and caule, and is 
covered with villagcs ; while the lcft is marshy 
and barren. From Santarém, upon the right 
bank, to Lisbon, a distance of fifty miles, the 

. . declivity is so great, that the first of these towns 
. commands the latter, and is the key of the 

country. Several small rivers discharge them- 
selves into the Tagus; the principal of which 
are the Elga, (which divides Beira from Spain) 
the Ponsul, the Laca, the Zêzere, and the Rio 
Mayor. This state of the country increases 
the meansofdcfcnce, and the difficultics of at- 
tack. Ali these small rivers, which descend 
from the mountains of Beira are very unequal 
and dangerous in their course; sometimes they 
appcar only as shallow brooks, and sometimes 
as rapid torrents, which imindatc the adjoining 
country. The Count de Lippe, in 1762, being 
encamped at Punhete, after the march of the 
Spaniards   towards Villa Velha,   and  having 
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the Zêzere, with its bridges, in his rcar; thís 
river, in- consequence of violent rains, was so 
greatly inercased, that the bridges were broken 
down, and he found himself inclosed, withont 
resource, between the Tagns and the Zêzere. 
If the Spaniards had known, or could have 
imagined this event, (and a knowledge of the 
country would have informed them of It,) they 
would have taken him and his whole army with- 
out the discharge of a single musket. 

The Spaniards discovered little or no know- 
ledge ofthe position of the mountainsof Portu- 
gal, their chaíns, their extent, their heights, or 
their defiles : whcn they attcmpted to penetrate 
to Oporto by the Traz os Montes ; they were 
ignorant that the two chains of mountains of 
Marom and of Geres, form an insurmountable 
barrier between this province and that of 
Oporto: and that to pass from Chaves to 
Oporto, it is absohitely necessary to procure 
the native guides, with their mules, which, ac- 
customed to this journey> pass through narrow 
ways covered with wood, and on the brink of 
horrid precipices, where fifty peásants might 
stop the n\arch of an army. In the same man- 
ner, when, after the taking of Almeida, the 
Spaniards had advanced to Guarda, to get in & 
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straight linc toLisbon by Coimbra; thcy were 
ignorantthat the Serra or mountainof Estrella, 
formed an impenetrablc barrier, and that thcy 
must cither rcturn to thc banks of the Tagus, 
or by keepingalong thc Douro, rcgain thc sea 
shore, and thus form a march of two sidcs of a, 
trianglc toget round thc Serra da Estrella. 

Portugal is very mountainous. Thc pro- 
vince of Alemtejo alonc is raried by plains, 
which has bccn considered as an inducement to 
make it thc thcatre of war, forgetful of the 
true systcm, that is, to suit thc war to the coun- 
try, and not the country to thc war. 

Ali the mountains of the Spanish península, 
are ramifications of thcPyrcnccs, which, taking 
different directions, on onc sidc cxtend to the 
ocean, which they enterby Galicia and Portugal; 
andon thc othcr to the Mediterranean sea, which 
thcy cross to Africa, forming by their summits 
the various islands that appcar bctwccn Spain 
and thc African continent. 

The particular branchesofthcsc mountains, 
which pass into Portugal, run from cast to wcst. 
The mountains which enter it by a part of 
Galicia and Leon, rathcr incline to thc south ; 

[ and they ali form a natural barrier to the Por- 
tuguese provinecs.    The mountain of Geres 
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and that of Maronv divide tire Entre Minho c 
Douro from Traz os Montes: their branches 
extend as far as Beira, where they are denomi- 
aiated Serra de Alcoba and Serra da Estrella. 
Othcr ramifications of the mountaihs of Gua- 
darama, which separate the Old from the New 
Castile, traverse the kingdom of Lcon, and 
stretching.onwards, under the namc of Sicrra 
de Gata, enter Portugal by the distriets of Sa- 
bugal, Pena Macor and Castcl Branco, con- 
tinuing their course also by Guarda, Viseu and 
Coimbra. 

On the left bank of theTagus, are branches 
of the Sierra Morena and the Sierra Constan- 
tina, which enter Alemtejo by the way of 
Moura and Serpa; and which form several 
ridges, terminatingat the Guadiana, the prin- 
cipal of which is the Serra de Aroche. (On the 
other side of the Guadiana, the chain continues 
throngh the kingdom of Algarve, which it 
divides from Alemtejo, and runs as far as Cape 
St. Vincént, and parallel to the south coast of 
Portugal, under the names of Serra de Caldeirão 
and Serra de Monchique.) 

Portugal is so far from beingdeficicntin forti- 
fied placcs, that it possesses more thanare neces- 
sary for its protection ; for if they were ali suffi- 

—— 
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cicntly garrisoned, its army would be sò weak- 
cncd as not to bc ablc to maintain a campaign. 
The inspection of fortifica placcs isdividcd 
into two departments. 

The province of Beira has not so many strong 
places as Alemtejo; but it is nevertheless al- 
most impenctrable. The town of Almeida, 
takcn in 1762, possesses considemble strength, 
and it will be still stronger from the repair of 
its works now carrying on by Colonel Funck. 
But this town does not cover Lisbon, and serves 
only to guard the entrance into the upper Bcirò, 
which the Spanish army can have no induce- 
mcnttoobtain. 

That  part of the country,   which  compre- 
hends Zebreira, (where  the construetion  of a 
fort hasbeen projected,) Idanha, Pena Macor, 
and Alfayates, is the most necessary to defend, 
which can be done with the least difliculty, from 
its own natural strength.' Nature hasformed it 
to be a front to a Portuguese army,  and has 
marked out the placcs to bc guarded.    It would 
bc very difficult topenetratc into it, an entrance 
can only bc obtained through defiles, which are 
almost  irnpracticable,  though  they werc not 
defended". 

The province of Traz os Montes has no 
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strong places that are capable of dcfencc. But 
the Spaníards well know, by fatal expcrience,. 
the consequence of carrying thcir arms into a 
province, at once barren, mountainous, and 
difficult of access. Its strong places have bcen 
constructed in low situations,. whích are com- 
manded on ali sidcs, such as Miranda, Outeiro, 
Bragança and Chaves. This province is in~ 
tersccted by rivèrs, hollow ways, and mountains ; 
particularly that of Marom, which covers 
©porto, Braga, and the province of Entre 
Minho e Douro. 

Entre Minho e Douro, possesses two principal 
places, Valença and Monção, which are but ill 
fortified, but *\vhose condition >vill bc imincdi- 
ately improved on a new plan. It is full of 
smail forts and ancient castles, the remains of 
former wars, which may serve as posts to check 
an attcmpt of the enemy to penetrate to 
Oporto. That city is entircly open and very 
opulent, and while it is the only object of an- 
invasion on that side, is well worth an attempt, 
At the mouth of the Minho is the small town 
of Caminha, a regular fortification, but com- 
manded on ali sídes. A chef d^ruvre of seien- 
tificinfatuation. 

The strongest and most important placc in 
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the southern division, or thc left side of thc 
Tagus, and indeed of ali Portugal,  is Elvas ; I 
because the Spaniards  cannot penetrate into I 
Alemtejo and leave this place behind thern: as 
wcll  as Almeida,  it   requires so numerous a 
garrison, asto prove an inconvenient diminution, 
of the strength of the army.    It is an ancient 
place, with irregular bastions, and  a  cordon 
commanded by tvvo  mountains, upon which 
have been constructed thc forts La Lippe  and 
St. Liicia.    The town  rises  like an   amphi- 
theatre between thcm.    The fort of La Lippe 
isindependent of the place: it isasquare, v/ith 
four bastions, and an horn-work that is conti- 
nued to the back of the mountain, and strength- 
cned by several exterior works. It is very 
strong, in a very elevated position, and provi- 
ded with casemates which are bomb-proof: 
almost ali its batteries are covered, and it would 
be nearly impossiblc to raze its works. Never- 
theless, this fort has great defects; many of its 
batteries are in the rock, and would soon be. 
dismantled by a powerful cannonade. Thc 
declivity of the mountain is strengthened by 
mines, but their branches are easily discovered 
by observing the veins of earth acrossthe rock. 
This sidc, thcr efore, although the most fortified, 

m 
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isvery susceptible of attack, as it possesses the 
common fault of ali hom-works, which carry 
thc dcfences to too grcat a distancc : at thc same 
time, this fort garrisoncd with 2000 men, might 
sustain a long siege. It commands also, the 
country and the town. The fort St. Lúcia is 
composcd of very ancrent indefensible works, 
and might be takcn with the greatest ease. The 
Spaniards might establish themsclves in it 
during thc whole war, bum or takc the town 
a*nd block up the garrison of fort LaLippe,. 
which would then become cntirely useless; 

There are many ancient places, and of little 
importance, bctwecn the Tagus and the Gua- 
diana. Thc Icft bank of thc latter river is 
covered with them. *Thcsc places were of 
great use in former %vars, and are not altoge- 
ther useless in those of the present time ; bc- 
causc the taking of them will, at ali events, 
costtime and money, interrupt thc progress of 
an cnemy, and would be attcnded with no ad- 

/   vantage. 
Thc Icading object of the Portuguese, in a 

war with Spain, should bc to cover both sides 
of the Tagus \ and for this ptirposc, Castello 
de Vide on the left bank presents an cxccllent 
position.    This is wcll known ;  and Fnnck 
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has offercd a plan for fortifying it, which has 
been acccptcd. 

The post of Olivença, on the sidc of Spain, 
without being very interesting, may be very 
offensive to the Spaniards, because it favours 
the incursion of light troops into their Estre- 
madura and Andalusia, and affords them a safe 
retrcat, in the same manner as Moura, Mou- 
rão and Serpa. * 

The sea coast is defcnded by Setuval and the 
fort Sagres, ai the point of Cape St. Vincent. 
Algarve is impenetrable, and the islands of 
Tavira, behind which ships, in time of war, 
may be secure from privateers, are fortified; 
though they received considcrable injury from 
the. great carthquake. Estremoz, as well as 
Évora and Beja, have no defence but the old 
walls wíth which they are invested* 

Portugal has about fifteen or twenty strong . 
places, and not more than 8 or 10,000 men to 
garrison them, without disabling its army frora 
keeping the field. 

The army of Portugal is more rcspectable 
than the Spaniards imagine, because they judge 
from lhe condition in which they saw it dur- 
ing the last war. 

^Mftl 
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CHAPTER  V. 

HISTORICAL   REFLECTIONS   ON   THE   WAR 

OF PORTUGAL» 

IT is with astonishment \vc read in the page 
of history that the Spaniards have almost ai- 
ways been beat by the Portuguese. On a near 
examination oí the two people, it appears that 
a greater degree of contempt than hatrcd sub- 
sists between *them. This contempt of the 
Spaniards does not, however, appear to be con- 
sistem with their fatal experience of Portu- 
guese valour» It seems to be an innate infa- 
tuation in the Spaniards to afford such a certain 
advantage to the Portuguese, who mustbe.sub- 
ducd, without resource, by the arms of that 
courageous people, if they employcd in their 
wars against Portugal the same understanding 
that they manifest against the other nations of 
JEurope, whom they respect more. It appears 
also from history, that this contempt does not 
arise from any predominam principie, but is 
itselfthe fundamental cause of that continuai 
disgrace which the  Spaniards have suffered 
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whenever they havc carried thcir arms into 
Portugal. 

The most famous cvcnt in the ancient wars 
betwecn these two natíons is, the battleof Al- 
gibarotta, ín 1385. Portugal, ill governcd by 
King Ferdinand, had sustained an unfortunatc 
war against the King of Castile, Henry of 
Transtamare, This bravc prince had just gainT 

ed, sword in hand, a crown which did not be- 
Iong tohim by right of blood, but to which he 
was called by the general wish of the Castilians, 
and the hatred of the natíon against Peter the 
Cruel. Ferdinand, giddy, inconstant, with- 
out merit, and without courage, governcd by 
his mistress Leonora Telles de Menezes, whom 
he had carried ofF from her husbarid, Don Pe- 
dro d1 Acunha, in order to marry her, drew down 
iipon Portugal the arms of that hero, on incon- 
siderately taking part with the Duke of Lanças- 
ter, who disputed with him the crown of Cas- 
tile, in right of his wife Constance. The Por- 
tuguesc flcets were beaten ; Don Pedro Ruí 
Sarmiento overcame the Portuguese on the 
frontiers of Galicia; Henry himself took Vi- 
seu ; raised the siege of Coimbra, from a spirit 
of gallantry, becausc the Queen Leonora lay ia 
therc, and burncd Lisbon in 1374»   At lcngtfi 
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Ferdinand, incapable of defending his kingdom, 
and bcing apprehensive of Iosing it altogether, 
had recourse to the Pope, by whose interven- 
tion the necessary peace was conchided ; by 
which hc abandoned the alliance of England 
for that of France, who was the ally of Spain; 
and he received from the generosity of his con- 
queror ali the towns which hadbeen tàken from 
him. The inconstant Ferdinand, after having 
passed his life in making and breaking treaties, 
in excilingthe vengeance of Castile against his 
kingdom, and opposing it only with cowardice 
and humiliation, died in 1383, leaving an only 
daughter, named Beatrice, married to John I. 
King of Castile. Thcre remained but one le- 
gitimate prince, the son of the King Don Pedro 
the Just, and of the unfortunate Inês de Cas- 
tro: but this prince was odious to the Portu- 
guese for having stabbed liis wife in an excess 
of jealòusy ; and besides, he was a prisoner in 
Castile. The wicked Qtieen Leonora, the mo- 
ther of Bcatrice,- was declared regent of the 
kingdom ; she only wished to govern in the 
name of her daughter, without King John or 
the Caslilians coming into Portugal. ' . 

Such was the position of Portugal, when 
two extraordinary men arose, who changed the 
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face of the kingdom, and restorcd its powcr 
and its glory. John, the illcgitirnate son of 
Don Pedro the Just, grandmaster of the order 
of Avis, assisted by Nunho Alvares Pereira, 
the hero of his age, immcdiately dcclared him- 
self regent of the kingdom. He began, in or- 
der to obtain the favour of the people, by stab- 
bing, in the arms of Queen Leonora, the Count 
Andeyro, her lover, who governed tyrannically. 
in her namc. The queen regent callcd to her 
suecour John I. who caused her to be arrested, 
and condueted as a piisoner to Tordesillas; 
from thence he went to lay siege to Lisbon, in 
1384. The grandmaster threw himself into 
that city, with an handful of brave men, and 
sustained the siege, with great courage, against 
a formidable army. The plague, brought#on 
by disease and famine, prevailed in the Castilian 
army ; but the king being obstinately bent on 
continuing the siege, lost, by this calamity, 
two grandmàstcrs of the order of St. James, 
the grand commander, the admirai, the two 
marshals of Castile, Don Pedro de Lara, lhe 
flower of his knights, and upwards of 30,000 
men. Being thus deprived of his army, he at 
length raised the siege, and was pnrsueH in his 
retreat by the intrepid grandmaster.    He did 
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not succecd bettcr in procuring thc assassina- 
tion of that hero; the conspiracy was disco- 
vcrcd, and the conspirators punished "with 
death. The Portuguese also gained a consider- 
able victory at Trancoso, against the Archbi- 
shop of Toledo. At length, Pereira assembled 
the states of the kingdom at Coimbra, and 
prevailcd on them to clect the grandmastcr 
king, to the prejudice of Beatrice and Prince 
John. Thc King of Castile re-entered Portu- 
gal at the head of a fine army of 40,000 men. 
He took the route of the Tagus, as thc short- 
cst, advanccd by Abrantes and Santarém, and 
arrived "vvithout the least opposition at Algi- 
barrota, where his intrepid rival waited his 
coming. The Portuguese army consistéd of 
no more than 10,000 men, but they were en- 
couraged by the spirit of national hatred, by 
their late suecesses, and by their confidence in 
the two heroes who commarídcd them. The 
Castilians, trusting to their superior numbers, 
considered themselves as proceeding to certain 
victory, and the unresisting conquest of the 
small body of Portuguese which appcared 
against them. So blinded were they with these 
-expectations, that they detached the greatest 
part of their cavalry to makc a circuit by Al- 



ACCOUNT OF PORTUGAL. 139 

canhede, in order to attack the enemy in the 
rear, and seize on ali the fugitives who might 
try to escape towards the capital.   The advicc 
of John de Rie, the French ambassador, wa$ 
rejected with indignation, who advised the Cas- 
tilian monarch to avoid  an engagement, and 
to content himself with surrounding the ene- 
my^ camp, and to cut òfftheir supplies.   But 
the young courtiers aceused the old warriors, 
who supported these opinions, of cowardice ; 
and at length King John, hurried on by popu- 
lar outery, gave battle, August 14, 1385. The 
Castilians overcome with heat and fatigue, af- 
ter having fasted for twenty-four hours, and 
without allowing themselvcs the least repose, 
attacked, with cqual impetuosity and disorder. 
The Portugucsc, who,  being  advantageously 
posted, in full vigour, and  ably commanded, 
broke in upon them on ali sides.   The defeat 
immediately followed the attack, and the battle, 
which lasted but half an hour, left 10,000 Cas- 
tilians dead on the field ; three princes of the 
blood, Don John, Ferdinand of Castile, and 
Don  Pedro of Aragon,   the   ambassador   of 
France, and the flower of the nobility lost their 
lives, in a vain endeavour to rally the Castilians> 
who, being seized with a suddèn panic, had 
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abanrloned themsclves to a disgraceful flight. 
The enragcd Portuguese gave no quarter /and 
thc rcst of the Castilian army would havc pe~ 
rished,   but for the arrival of the lufam of 
Navarre, who carne to join them with a bocly 
of his troops, and for whom they were too im- 
patient to wait, ere they engaged the cnemy. 
This prince collectcd the remains of the routed 
army,  and led them back into Spain.    The 
king fied, almost alone, upon a mule, on which 
he continued   his flight   for thirtcen   leagues 
without stopping; and did not think himself 
in safety till he arrived at Seville.   The new 
sovereign of Portugal strengthened his thronc 
by successive victories, and at length granted 
peace to the Castilians in 1389. 

This war is the most unfortunate that thc 
Spaniards have made in Portugal; neverthelcss 
it is, perhaps, the only one in which they havc 
conducted their opcrations with skill and judg- 
ment. Thc object was to get possession of thc 
kingdom, and they accordingly considered the 
capital as the central point, and the grand ob- 
ject of attack : they therefore marehed straight 
fonvard to it, without paying attention to any 
placcs which were out of their road thither, 
and followcd thc course of the Tagus as the 
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shortcst routc. But fortunc was not propitious* 
to thisplan of thc war, and in its cxccntive dc- 
tails some fatal crrors wcrc committcd. Dur- 
ing thc sicgc of Lisbon, a drcadful pestilcnce 
aitacked the Castilian army ; and, in the se- 
cond expedition, a spirit of precipitation, and 
an unrcflccting confidcncc, incLtca King John 
to foi lo w thc counscls of his young courticrs, 
who wcrc cagcr for battle; so that his army 
engaged with that disordcr and tcmerity which 
led to a cortein defcat. But wiihout thc accí- 
dcntal misfortunc of thc plague in 1384, Lis- 
bon mu si havc surrendered, and the kingdom 
havc submittcd to King John ; who, on this 
occasion, can only bc blamed for his obstinacy 
in continuing thc sicgc, whilc sickncss and fa- 
mine weakcncd his army. As to the battle of 
Algibarrota, if, instcad of cngaging, King John 
had rcsolvcd to starve thc camp of thc Portu- 
guese, and to wait for thc succours of the In- 
fant of Navarrc, thc grandmastcr of Avis 
mu st havç submitted at discretion, and thc war 
would havc becn tcrminated without any effu- 
sion of blood. Thcse wcrc fatal errors ; nc- 
verthcless thc plan of the campaign was formcd 
with knowledge and judgmcnt. 

I  now come to thc glorioús cpocha of the 



{ 

i 
142 ACCOUNT OF PORTUGAL. 

rcign of Philip II. I shall impartially exa- 
mine thosc facts which histery presents to 
me, without the least fear of being charged 
with a malicious spirit, if my reflections should, 
in some measure, diminish the general idea of 
that conquest, which was obtained by such an 
casy entrance into Portugal. The Spaniards, 
and the Duke of Alba, who led them on, pos- 
sess so many trophies, aequircd with toil and 
glory, that it is not necessary to mention a 
doubtful victory. I shall, howcver, takc care 
to cite only Spanish authors, and draw frorn 
Spain itself a part of my criticai reflections. 

After the death of that rash King, Don Se- 
bastian, in Africa, with the flower of the Por- 
tuguese rfation, the suecession was for some 
time held by his aged uncle, the Cardinal D.on 
Henry. Threc claimants, even before the face 
of this weak and decrepit monarch, engaged in 
disputes for the spoils hc should leave behind 
him. The Duchcss of Bragança; with some 
right, but no power; Philip 11. with both right 
and power, and Don António, Prior of Crato, 
without either one or the other. The death of 
the cardinal monarch, precipitated by the cha- 
grin which had been occasioned by the ambi- 
tion of his heirs,  was the fatal prognostic of a 
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civil war. Philip, supportcd by an army com- 
poscd of thc bcst troops in Europc, and com- 
mandcd by thc Duke of Alba, produced an 
acknowledgmcnt of his rights in a will of thc 
Iate King, Don Henry; for which hc was in- 
dcbtcd to thc contrivance of Christophcr de 
Mora, hisconfidcntial secretary. The Duchcss 
of Bragança gave up ali her pretensions ; while 
Don António, cqually weak and rash, obsti- 
nately refused ali thc offers of Philip, and had 
thc audacity to have recourse to arms. 

Thc Portugucse nation, dispirited by thc 
loss of Don Scbastian and ali his nobility, did 
not possess thc means of re-establishing itsclf 
during the short and tumultuous reign of thc 
incapacitatcd and timorous Don Henry. The 
kingdom had neither a flcet, nor arms, nor 
money; and thc people werc divided. Pm- 
dence suggcstcd it would bc impolitic to irri- 
tate Philip II. while the spirit of national 
hatrcd revolted at the idea of submitting to thc 
Castilian govcrnmcnt. Three out of thc five 
governors, wcre resolvcd not to obstruet thc 
entrance of Don Philip into thc kingdom. The 
hatred of thc people of Lisbon against the^Spa- 
niards, was the sole motive which engaged them 
to favonr the Prior of Crato,  and to proclaim 
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him king. Four of thc governors flcd to thc fron- 
ticrs of Spain, whcrc thcy confirmcd thc rights 
of Philip II. John Telles alone, beingnndeter- 
mincd with which party to act, bccamc odious 
to both, and wasdriven from his govemmcnt. 

While ali this was passing, the Duke of 
Alba entered Portugal with a considerablc ar- 
my: according to Ferreiras, it consisted of 
30,000 men ; but if- wc are to credit Cabrera 
and Osório, it did not amount to above balf 
that number. Elvas sent its keys as far as Lie- 
rena; Villa Viçosa was taken possession of 
without any eftusion of blood, by the conspi- 
racy of a Castilian soldier. Don John de Aze- 
vedo, admirai of Portugal, who was shut np in 
Estremoz, after much threats and bravado, 
shamcfully surrendered on thc first cannon- 
shot. Such were the first events of the war. 
Froni Alcmtcjo, the Spaniards marched to Se- 
tuval, which submitted without resistance: 
thc castlc of Outaõ was the only post which 
occasioncd a small cffusion of blood. After 
having made himsclf master of these places 
with so little difficulty, the duke ernbarked on 
board a very powcrful fiect, which coasted 
along Portugal from Cadiz, and commandcd 
thc seas.    He then disembarked his troops at 
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Cascacs, without opposition from Don Diego 
de Meneses, who was an cnemy to both par- 
ties, and marched dircctly to Lisbon. 

The new King Don António, without fo- 
rcign suecours, without money, and without 
tlic confidcncc of his subjects, got together an 
army, composed of the lowest and most incapa- 
blepartofthe pcople of Lisbon, and entrench- 
cd himself at Bclcm, two miles from tliat 
crty where his position was forced, and liis 
troops overcome without much troublc, in the 
only battle or onset which took placc in this 
war. He fled by Sacavém, and took refuge at 
Coimbra, where hc obtaincd a reinforcement 
of troops, and wasaèccondtimebeaten by Don 
Sancho d'Ávila, at Aveiro. From thence hc 
embarked at Oporto for the Terceiras (Açores,) 
or Cape Vcrd Islands, where hc sustained, for 
some time, this unfortunatc contest; till at 
length hc determined to abandon his desperate 
pretensions, and to pass the rest of his lifc as a 
private person in Francc, where hc died. 

This war lastcd from Junc 19, when the 
Spaniards entered Portugal, to the end of 
Augtist. The promptitude of its suecess proves 
the facility with which it was carried on, and 
the little resistance it met with-   The Iinc of 
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march adoptcd by the Duke d'Alba wm the 
.   best, from the circumstance of his having a 

fleet ready to transport his troops to Cascaes. 
But that general did not sueceed in finishing 
the   war, nor did  he take sufficient  precau- 
tions to attain its object, since Don António 
found the means to escape and reappcar at the 

•head of 12,000 men.    Nay, if this prince had 
bcen fortunately joined at that time by the 
Marshal Philip Strozzi, who aftcrwards fought 
for him  at   the Terceiras, Fortune  pcrhaps 

" might have  turned herT>ack_on   the   con- 
queror.    This mistake has not escapcd the ob- 
servation of the Spanish historians. 

The error of having let the Prior of Crato 
escape, was the natural* consequence of the 
plan laid down for the conquest of Portugal, 
the rapid reduetion of the difFerent placcs in 
Alemtejo, determinçd the operations on that 
side, as the most easy of access§ but if the 
Duke d'Alba had lcft these placcs for the 
present, which, whether takcn or not, would 
have had no cfFect on his final suecess beforc 
Lisbon, and had cut ofF the passage of the pro- 
vinces from Don António, in passing by Abran- 
tes and Santarém, "vvhich would have shut him 
up in the comer of Lisbon,. therecannot be the 
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ícast doubt that hc would have finishcd.thc war 
at onc strokc ;   and  that Don António,   not | 
being ablc to escape either by seáor land, must 
havc  acccpted   the   propositions  which   wcre 
made to him, or havc fallen the victim of his 
rashness. 

ê 

The  warofthe rcbellion of Portugal  will 
íurnish  me with additional examplcs.    After J 
having stiffcred, during sixty ycars, the Spanish ] 
yoke,thcPortiigucse, avaiiing thcmselvesof the | 
sccurity and wcakness of the govcrnment of 
Philip IV. proclaimed Don Juan de Bragança ; J 
who, without his knowlcdge, and without hav- 
ing made any noble efforts to merit such an 
clevaiion, was plaecd upon the thronc;    This \ 
revolmion was eompleted cven with less dif- | 
ficulty and cffiísion of blood, than the conqucst 
of the Duke d'Alba.    Evcry onc is acquaintcd I 
with this poiíit of history, which has bccn ren*    - j 
dered so intercsting by the style of Abbé Ver- | 
tot.*    The war which succccdcd to the revo- ] 
lution lastcd  twcnty-cight ycars,  with great 
loss to the Spaniards.    But as the events of it I 
bcar a great rcscmblancc to each other,   and I 

0 In a sniall volume nmo, called Ilcv&itttiom de Por. i 
t\ig*l\ it is considered as onc oflhc clnssical bcuksrf 
the Krcnch,    T. 
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\vere none of thcm decisivc; I shall confine 
my reflections to three epochas, wfafck will 
give a sufficient knowlcdgc of the military 
faults committed in it, andof thosc• incvitablc 
misfortunes that arisc  from the pursuit of a 
false systcm. 

The first ycars of this %var did not produce 
any events worthy of being recorded; because 
the court of Madrid, embarrassed with other 
more important contests, particularly thosc of 
Francc and Catalonia, could give very littlc at- 
tention to this; while Portugal, instead of 
profiting from such ncglcct, gave itsclf up to 
supineness and indolence, without making any 
preparations for the war that thrcatcncd it. 

In 1658, Don Louis de Haro, a good mini- 
Stcr, but a bad general, took upon him the 
command of the troops in Estremadura. He 
entercd with a powcrful army into Alcmtcjo, 
and undertook the siege of Elvas. Aftcr much 
time had becn lost before this placc, the Portu- 
guese armyarrivcd to suecour it, January 14, 
1659, whcn Don Louis, after having his lines 
forced, flctl to Badajoz, lcaving 6000 men dead 
qn the ficld of battlc,and ioooprisoncrs,among 
whom wcre four grandees of Spain, together 
With the artillery, baggage, and military chest, 
/ 
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ihc standard of Charles V. and the stroríg-box 
of the general, which contained papers of great 
importance. 

In 1661, Don Juanof Áustria, sonof Philip 
IV. took upon him the command of the army, 
in the place of Don Louis de Haro, who was 
moreusefullyoccupicdinnegotiatingthepeaceof 
the Pyrenees. Thisprince, followingthe same 
methodical system, abandoned the trunk to lop 
offthe bmnches. Finding the siege of Elvas 
too difficult an undertaking, Don Juan passed 
two years in taking and fortifying certain in- 
consideratàe placcs, as Arronches, Olivença, 
and Xerumena \ and having ventured into 
Alcmtcjo, he got possession of Estremoz and 
the wholc province, and pushed into Estre- 
madura as far as Alcácer do Sal ; but after a 
campaign of two months he was forced to re- 
tire, on account of the havock that was begin- 
ning to be made in his army by disease and 
famine. He was beaten twicc in his retreat; 
at Ameixial and Estremoz, and he finished his 
campaign with the diminution of his rríilitary 
character, and two-thirds of his army. The 
battle of Estremoz took place, June 8, 1663. 
The Portuguese were commanded by theCount 
Schomberg, and supported by theEnglish and 

H3 
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French, who performed prodigies of valour. 
The Spaniards fought with the courage attri- 
buted to the troops of Charles V.; bnt they 
could not resist the ardour and despair of their 
enemies. Don Juan had two horscs shot under 
him, and acted with great skill and resolution ; 
but Schomberg proved superior to the prince, 
and was the saviour of Portugal. The loss of 
the Spaniards amounted to 12,000 men killed 
and takenprísoners* 

The last entrance of the Spaniards into Por- 
tugal, was that of the Marquis of Caracena, 
with a powerful army. This general, who was 
possessed of great talents and much experience, 
follo-vyed the stream, or rather the orders of the 
court; and in compliance with the old system, 
sought misfortune in the plains of Alemtejo, 
where he lost, June 17, 1664, the battle of 
Villa Viçosa. ít was to the abrlity of Schom- 
berg, and the valour of the French, that the 
Portuguesewere indebted for thisvictory, which 
complèted the disgrace of Spain, brought on 
peace, and took from the Spaniards ali desire 
of returning to similar cncounters. Ten thou- 
sand Spaniards left on the field of battle ; 4000 
prisoners, and ali the artillery, baggage, and 
standards, testified the complete triumph of the. 

«▲ 
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Portuguese. The scnsibility of Philip IV. 
surpasscd, after this battle, ali that he had felt 
during a long and iinfòrtunate reign. He 
could not console himsclf for having been con- 
queredby anhandful of rebels, ashewas pleased 
to call the Portuguese. "Charles IL his suc- 
cessor, inade peace, because it was impossible 
for him to continue the war. If it had con- 
tinued throughout a century, it could not have 
had any other conclusion, while the manner of 
carrying iton was obstinately adhercd to. This j 
is evident, because the illsuccess of the.several '      9 

campaigns could notbeattributed to the gene- 
rais, Don Juanof Áustria, the Marquis of Ca- 
racena,the Count of St.Germain, and the Duke 
d'Ossona, who had distinguished themselves 
111 far more important wars j nor to the weak- 
ness of the army ; for in no time were the Spa- 
niards more warlike, than from the age of 
Charles V. to the end of the reign of Philip IV. 
nor to the skill or açjivity of the Portuguesc ; 
for except Count Schomberg, whom they hated 
as a foreigner, incapacity, presumption, and 
discord, were the lcading featurcs of the Por- 
tuguese army. I 

The sole   foundation of these  misfortune 
-was the uncertainty,  the indiscretion, and the 1 

H4 
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ivant of systcm in cavrying on th is war. On 
reading its history, it  appcars to partake of 

I somcthingof thc ancicnt spirit of knight erran- 
I try ; and that príncc tacitly agreed, that such 

a provincc should be the theatrc of war, where 
armies might asscmblc as at a tournament, and 
decide, as in lists, contests very difFerent from 

w lhosc of knighthood.    Every General departed 
from liis object, becamc embarrassed in fniit- 
less or dangerous enterpríses, and condueted 
himself contrary to every principie of art or 
reason. 

This error has been discovered in our age, 
but nopaínshave been employcd to find a re- 
medy ; for, notwithstanding many favourable 
opportunities have presented tbemselves, the 
means of carryingon tliis war have never been 
investigated but at the moment of its rcnewal. 
Maps have not been formed, nor thc roads, 
mountains, and rivers, reconnoitered. Military 
planshave not been accepted, or even proposcd, 
when peace afForded thc best opportnnity for 
thosc investigations. No arrangements have 
been rnade respecring the subsistence and equip- 

j ment of troops, thc construetion or maintenance 
of bridges, the difFerent kinds of arms, and the 
mode of ernploymg them.    No new systcm has. 
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been admitted in the place of the ancient one, 
which the court of Spain lias rejected with dis- 
dain. 

The war for the Spanish snecession does not 
ofFer a subject for reflection ; because, except 
someinroads, fortunately executed by the Mar- 
quis de Bey, the war has been purely defensive 
on the sideof Spain. In the last war, a very 
different plan has been proposed, but it did not 
sueceed- The disgrace of Spain is recent, and 
inspires the most profonnd reflections. Expe- 
rience should be the fruit of misfortune; 

We live in an enlightened age. War is the 
science of soverelgns. Systems are calculated 
and projects are verified. The great Frederick 
has givcn lessons to future ages. Accordingta 
his system, rivers form the most natural con- 
duetors to enter a kingdom, whether to attack 
ordefend it;- their course directs the plans that 
must be formed for action or for subsistence. 
Such is the fundamental principie of those wars 
which he has terminated with so much glory. 
The most advantageous conseqtiences must ever 
flow from such a solid and immoveable basis 
of military operation. 

H5 
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BOOK IV. 

NATIONAL CHARACTEE AND GOVERNMENT 

CHAPTER  I. 

MANNERS OF THE PORTUGUESE; THE FI- 

DALGOS; WOMEN; PUBLIC AMUSEMENTS, 

DANCES,   BULL-FEASTS,  &C 

1 H E character of thc Portuguesc bears a strong 
rescmblancc to that of the Spaniards ; they pos- 
scss thc same disposition to idlcness and super- 
stítion, the' same kind of courage, the samc 
pridc, but more politeness and deceit, which 
arises fromthe rigour of their prescnt govcrn- 
mcnt ^ the same national zeal, and, above ali, 
a dccidcd spirit of indcpcndcncc, which incites 
the most violent hatred towards the Spaniards, 
who havc been their tyrants, and thc English, 
who are their mastcrs. 

The manners of the northern provinces of 
Portugal have a positive rescmblancc to those 
of Scotland.   Their inhabitants are a fine race 

^* 
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of men, free, sincere, brave, full of prejudiccs 
of national hatred and patriotic lovc.  They are 
univcrsally hospitable, and, in the provinces of 
Enirc Minho e Douro and Traz os Montes, 
therc are no inns.     In the south, on the con- 
trary,  and, above ali, at Lisbon, the inhabi- 
tants are robbcrs, misers, traitors, brutal, fierce, 
and morose, with an externai appearance which 
bcars ali the characters of their detestable na- 
tures.     Some  exceptions,   however,   are   to 
bc met with,  particularly among the nobility ; 
whose birth is superior to that of lhe Spanish 
nobles, and who' possess more afFablc manners, 
as well as a more communicative spirit, which 
indeed they derive from a more frequent inter- 
coursc with foreigners. 

The Portugnese possess an innate enmity to 
the English and the Spaniards. The French 
nation is that with which they sympathize^the 
most; of whjch they entertain the greatest 
apprehension, and for which they bear the 
highest respect. They are governed by a pre- 
judicc, that no placc can resist the attack of 
French besiegers. This sympathy, as well as 
its concomitant opinion, are both beneficiai, 
and proceed from the gaiety, the vivacity, the 
inconstaney, and turn of mind common to thesc 
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two peoplc; a rclation which able politicians 
inay cmploy to their mutual ínterest. In poli- 
tics, the knowlcdgc of national charactçr is not 
always sufficicntly consídcred ; the interests of 
sovcréígns are alonc rcgarded; and it oftcn hap- 
pens, that the most importam ncgotiations faif, 
from an ignorance ín the art of reconciling the 
contrarieties of tliese high interests, and the 
charactcrs of nations. 

The Fidalgos or grandees of Portugal are not 
só ill informed as those of Spain; but they are 
almost as incommunicativc; as haughty, and 
are more jcalons of their womcn. Very fcw 
of them cnter into the army, bccanse they 
cannot obtain permission. They have carricd 
audacity, tyranny, and indcpcndcncc to the 
highest pitch, from the epocha of the procla- 
mation of Don Jnan de Bragança, ín 1640, to 
the assassínatron of the king ín 1756. The 
Count d'Oeyras arailed htmsclf of the latter 
event to reduce and lower them ín a much 
greater degree than they had ever bcen elc- 
vated. He rcstorcdthe axuhority of the king and 
the laws amid streams of blood. The greater 
part of the principal persons among them pc- 
rished in prison. These Fidalgos which fro- 
<juent the court are poor, base, and grovelling; 
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thosc alonc who are particularly attachcd to 
him are permittcd to serve in the army; or 
such who havc not any quality that can give 
him umbrage. The rest of thc nobility livc 
without credit; at once ignorant, loaded with 
debts, and without any exterior distinction. 

The Portuguese women possess the finest 
colour of any in Europc, thc finest tecth, and 
the most beautiful hair. Thcir dress> though h 
bears some rescmblance to the dress of the Tu rk- 
ísh ladies, does not set them offto advantage; 
as the lacing thcmselvcs tooclose enlarges their 
bosoms.    Thcir shoes are very high and large, 
so that almost ali of them have big fcet, and 
walk ill; they therefore scldotn walk.   Thcy 
are otherwise gallant, witty, and wcll inform- 
cd ; but they livc in a rigorous state of soli- 
tude.    Intrigue is not only difficult but dan- 
gerous in Portugal.    The women are never 
secn but at thc churches and places of diver- 
sion.    They are very cleanly and coquettish» 
Thc boxes of the theatres are highly decorated 
by the presence of thesc ^harming females; 
but thc small portion of Hbcrty which thcy 
possess obliges thc  racn, and particularly fo- 
reigners, to consider them in no other point of 
vicw, than as bcautiful portraits arranged for 
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the* decoration of a gallcry. Women of thc 
common rank sufFcr an almost eqnal dcgrec of 
rcstraint: many of thcm are vcry handsomc, 
and howcver poor thcy may be, thcy pay a vcry 
particular attention to thc arrangcmcnt of thcir 
hair and the dress of thc head, which thcy ai- 
ways kecp uncovercd, evcn in thc strccts. 

Thc Portugucsc theatrc is worsc and in a 
lowcr style than that of Spain : thcir picces are 
ali in thc burlcsque, like thc Italian panta- 
lonades, but with lcss wit and more bufFooncry. 
They have ncither an equal varicty nor so fine 
a dramatic collection as has becn furnished by 
Lopcz de Vega, Calderone, Moreto, &c. Not 
one good writer has employed himself in the 
service of the Portuguesc theatrc, but Camoens, 
who has givcn a good translation of Amphy- 
trion/which is never performed; and Ferreira, 
who composed a vcry good tragedy called Inês 
de Castro, after the Greck model. At present 
thcy translatc from thc French and Italian 
theatrc, but thc bad taste of thc couniry and 
thc harshncss of the language* destroys the 

* Thc Portugucsc language has long preserved the 
Latin tonguCj thongh much corrupted; and scvcral 
Portugucsc compositions yct extant are as good Latin 
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mcrit of thcm* Tlie actors are bad, but well 
drcsscd. Thcir dances and music are.excellent, 
and give some littlc lifc to the two theatres of 

Lisbon.    They have very good Italian operas, 

as any monk of the twelfth century would have wrote: 
the following verses, in lionour of St. Úrsula and her 
eleve 11 thousand virgins, will give a specimen of this 
affinity: — 

Cauto tuas palmas, famosos canto triumphos, 
Úrsula,  divinos martyr concede favores; 
Subjectas sacra nymp/ia, feros animosa tyrannos, 
Tu phanix,  vivendo ardes,   ardendo trimnphas, 
11 lustres generosa choros das Úrsula bdlos; 
Das rosa bel las rosas, fortes das sancta colunmas; 
yEternos vivas annos, o regia planta ! 
Devotos cantando hymnos, invoco favores, 
Tam puras nymphas amo, adoro, canto, celebro 
Per vosfelices annos, o cândida turba, 
Per vos iunumeros de Cbristo spero favores, 

The affinity of the Portugucscwith the Latin does not 
destroy the assertion of the author j when it is spokea 
swcetness is found in the expression, but an uncouth 
harshncssgcnerallyoffendsthe car of the stranger; and 
this is attributed chiefly to the vast number of diph- 
tliongs, whieh are nolessthan sixtecn in that language* 
Anoihcr great defcet of the language itsclfis, the dif- 
ficuhy, or rather the impossibility, of making a truc 
distinetion betwixt the three tenses of the verbs; that 
is, the preter.imperfect, the preter-perfect, and the 
future.    T, 
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and that of thc king is one of thc bcst composed 
in Europc. 

Thc Portugucse are by no mcans of a com- 
municativc disposition, and thcrc is but littlc 
society among thcm, particularly at Lisbon. 
Thc govcrnment, which is bccomc naturally 
suspicions, sincc thc horrid plot against thc 
Icing, has prohibitcd ali asscmblies; which re- 
gulation accords wonderfully with thc extreme 
jealousy of thc nation ; so that Lisbon is with- 
out divcrsions. Therc are occasional balis ; 
but they are principally for the amusement of 
strangers. Thc national dance is callcd thc 
FofFa; it is danced in couples, like the Spanish 
Fandango, to thc tinkling of a bad guitar. Its 
motions are cxtrcmely indecent, and thc dancer 
gcncrally accompanies his gesticulation with 
expressions cqually ludicrous and obscenc. 

Thcrc are bull-fcasts in Portugal as well as 
in Spain, where, notwithstanding every prc~ 
caution to prevent mischief, accidents some- 
times happen from thc very great awkwardncss 
of the combatants. But the most singular cir- 
cumstance bclonging to these fcasts is, that per- 
mission is given to persons of the first rank to 
engage in these spectacles, under the cover of 
a mask, and that some of them always avail 
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thcmsclvcs of this privilcgc. They always cn- 
gagc on horscback with small lances, callcd in 
Spain Rejoncs. If tlic horscman loses his stir- 
rup, if bis hat falis, or if he is thrown into dis- 
ordcr, he is obligcd to dismount and to revenge 
himselfon foot, and to fight thc buli alonc ; 
not likc thc Spaniards behind a cloak, but face 
to face, with a sabre. The bulis of Portugal,, 
howcvcr, are not equal to those of spain, either 
for strength, or size, or ficrccncss; and they 
have a bali fixed on thc torrof each horn ; so 
that thc bull-feasts of Portugal are less cruel, 
as well as dangerous, than those of Spain. 

/ 
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CHAPTER II. 

DRESS,    BUILDINGS,    POL1CE,   CLIMATE,- 

EARTHQUAKES, COUNTRY HOUSES, &C. 

HAVING describcd the drcss of thc womcn, it 
rcmains only to spcak of that of thc men, which 
is that of othcrEuropean nations, cut short, and 
accompanied with a Spanish cloak and a long 
sword. Thcir clothcs are ill made, very dirty, 
and havc a Jewish appcarancc, which by no 
mcans sct off thc Portuguesa countcnancc. 
Those who bclong to thc court almost univcr- 
sally wear uniforms. 

Thc houscs also are vcry dirty, ill built, and 
jnconvcnient; gnats, bugs, and insccts of cvcry 
kind, brcd amid thc filth of Lisbon, makc its 
residence insupportablc ; whilc thc slightncss 
of thc roofs and walls are incapablc of protect- 
ing thc inhabitants from the rigour of the win- 
ter and thc north wind. Sincc lhe great carih- 
quakc, it has not becn thought prudent to con- 
struet solid buildings. Thc king himsclf livcs 

in a kind of barrack. Thcsc barracks are made 
in Holland, and brought by sea from thence in 
a statc to bc immediately erected.    This iscf- 
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fccted by putting ali lhe different parts together, 
and consolidating them with a coat of plastcr. 
Thcsc houses may^ be built or removed in 
twenty-four hours. 

The strects of ali the towns are full of every 
kindof filth, without anylights,but such asglim- 
mer before the statues of the Virgin Mary; they 
are therefore by no mcans safe after it is dark, 
and are also infested by ali the dogs of the placc, 
who always pass the night in the strects ; but, 
besides their continuai barking, it is astonishing 
that no accident happens from these hungry 
animais; onc of whom, if seized with mad- 
ness, would, in the course of two or three 
hours, spread that fatal calamity through every 
quarter of the city. The number of dogs in 
Lisbon, who are the nocturnal inhabitants of 
the strects, are supposcd to amount to 80,000. 
About cight o'clock in the winter evenings, ali 
the shopkccpers and common pcoplc placc 
themsclves on the thresholds of their doors, to 
chant the rosary. This noise lasts about an 
hour, after which time the strects overflow with 
robbers, chamber-pots, dogs, and officers of 
justice. The lattcr procced in bands of fifteen 
or twenty persons, armed with long swords, 
which they present to the passengcrs, whom 
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thcy siirround and interrogatc, This troop, 
which bclongs to thc police, is ncithcr fearcd 
by thievcs, nor hcld in cstimation by the go- 
vernmènt, which cmploys, in Lisbon, patrolcs 
from thc garrison, that consists of from 4 to 
5000 men. A part of thc common disturbanccs 
is causcd by thc Negrões and Mulattoes, of which 
there are supposcd to be in Lisbon so many as 
150,000 ; by thc raiscry of the pcoplc, and the 
facility of finding hiding placcs in thc subsist- 
ing ruins of this unfortunate city, of which á 
description is given in a future part of this 
volume. 

The climate is temperate, and refreshed in 
the hottest scasons by a sca breeze, which pu- 
rifies thc air and renders it wholesome. It 
rains in deluges during five months of the 
year, when thc lower streets of thc city be- 
come impassable, from the torrents which de- 
scend from thc upper parts. In thc seven dry 
months there are frequent hurricanes, which 
raise such thick clouds of dust as to obscurc 
the sky. Earthquakes are so frequent, that a 
year seldom passes without two or threc slight 
shocks; ánd the bituminous vaponrs which 
risc upon the Tagus, prove that bencath it and 
within the mountains of Lisbon and its envi- 
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rons, igncous mattcr is in a continuai agitation, 
whosc active powcrs occasion loud cxplosions, 
and violcnt periódica] shocks. The carthquakc 
in 1755 was prcccdcd, 150 years before, by one 
attended with similar effccts; and that by seve- 
ral others, dnring a thousand preceding years, 
in the samc proportion. 

Thcrc are no public walks in this city or its 
environs, but they are adorned with country 
houses, some of which are maintained in a 
good style. It is in these retreats that good 
company is to bc found; that is to say, the 
foreign merchants ; who alone are in a condi- 
tion to sustain the expence, and to enjoy the 
pleasnrcs of them. 

<* 
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.   CHAPTER  III. 

JUSTICE, PRISONS, TRIBUNALS, COUNCILS, 

•    CITIES,   ORDKRS,  ARC H BISHOPRICS,   BI- 

SHOPRICS, THE PATRIARCH,   REMGION, 

THE   INQUISITION,   THE   EXPULSION   OF 

THE JESUITS, SCHISM OF PORTUGAL, &C. 

Vv 

THE policc of Lisbon, and indecd of ali Por- 
tugal, bad as it is, is in the hands of judgcs, 
named Juiz de Fora, who are subordinatc to 
thc corrcgcdors and ouvidors, the whole king- 
dom bcing divided into corregedorias and ouvi- 
dorias. Nothing can exceed thc insolence and 
cupidity of thisgreat number of different judges. 
Justice isadministcred with thc same extortions, 
the same miserable chicane, and the same load 
of plcadings as in Spain ; that is to say, much 
worsc than in any other part of Europc. 

The prisons are the abodes of barbarity and 
despair. The innocent rcturn from them en- 
tirely ruined, and the guilty pardoned, and in 
an cqual state of wrctchcdness. Impunity nc- 
ver fails to produce crimes. I mysclf saw at 
Lisbon  a servant  assassinatc his comradc  at 

■- 
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noon-day, in thc middlc of the street, and re- 
tire with greaí calmncss from the scene, with 
the knifc in his hand, to be conducted to pri- 
son,which heentered smiling; and from which, 
aftcr some months, hc was permitted to depart, 
in order to perform the office of public execu- . 
tioner.    The Limoero is the public prison of 
Lisbon, and generally inhabited by 4 or 5000 
unfortunatc persons.    State criminais, nobles^ 
officers of every rank, whether for slight or ^ 
heavy  ofFences,   debtors,   and   foreigners,   are 
minglcd  together, without  any distinciion  of 
rank or treatment, but as they can aíford to 
pay the jailer.    The rich who are committed 
to prison are ruined by its extortions, and the 
poor have no dependence but public charity ; 
for the king makes no allowance for them ;' 
and hence it is that such numbers are ímpri- 
soned, and for such trifling causes,   There are 
also secret state prisons, the abodes of torture 
and despair,   horrible dungeons, beneath the 
towers of St. Vincent, St. Julian, and Bugio; 
in which languish,  in despair and darkness, 
many  nobles and hcads of the  first  families, 
the tardy but irrevocable victims of policy, of 
justice, and of despotism.    The continuai dis-# 

appearance of well-known persons creates fre- 

/ 

I 



l63 ACCOUNT OF PORTUGAL. 

qucnt alarm and constcrnation throughout Lis- 
bon and Portugal; of which I cannot give a 
more faithfuí picture than Narbal prcscnts to 
Telcmachus, of thc statc of Tyre undcr thc 

J        governmcnt of thc tyrant Pygmalion. 
Thc criminal chief justice is the Archbishop 

of Evora Saldanha, the intimatc friend of thc 
Cóunt (TOcyras, posscssing thc samc kind of 
disposition, and thc most wcalthy ecclesias- 
tic of the kingdom. He has a great share of 
powcr, and is fond of pomp. 

The first tribunal is that of justice, named 
the Desembargo do Paço, or the Parliamcnt,* 
and eonsists of two divisions. That of Lisbon 
has the sole right of final judgmcnt; while 
that of Oporto is subject to its revision. This 
parliament was cstablished in thc beginning of 
the fiftcenth eentury, by John I. The num- 
ber of counsellors, namcd Desembargadors, is 
not fixed. That of Lisbon has the jurisdiction 
of Algarve, Alemtcjo, Estremadura, and of 
the district of Castel-Branco, and Riba de Coa. 
That of Oporto extends over Traz os Montes, 
Entre Minho e Douro, and Beira. Each .par- 
liamcnt is divided into two chambers ; that of 

4 Rathfr thc privy couticil.    T. 
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supplication, which consistsof thirty-ninc coun- 
sellors, and that of civil justice, which consists 
of twcnty-four". The rest are mcrcly hono» 
rary. 

The Council of State established in 1557, ty 
lhe Quecn Regent Cathcrine, during the mi- 
nority of Don Scbastiari, is composed of four 
ecclcsiastical counsellors, five scculars, and a1 

secretary of state, who is commonly the kingJs 
minister. Its department regards the arch- 
bishopries, bishopries, capitanias, governments, 
vicc-royalties, embassies, alliances and mar- 
riages. 

The Cóuncil of Waris composed of four 
counsellors, anda secretary, who isygcneraíly, 
the minister of the war department. At pre- 
sent it is filled by Don Louls d*Acunhâ. On 
very pressingoccasionsitisunited to thê còuh"-~ 
•cil of state. 

The Council of Finance isdivided into fiftcen 
tribunais, viz. of accounts, customs, the Indièfcf 
mines, magazines, Madeira, the mim, the fieet, 
&c.    This  council consists of three  depart- 
ments, that of the kingdom, that of Africa,-and' 
that of the Indies and the flects. 7 

The office of Secretary of Stalc, was reformed 
by John IV.    It is divided into two parts, 

I 
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which Count d'Oeyras has united in his own 
person.    That of signaturcs, whosc business it 
is to prepare for the sign manual of the king, 
ali those papers or ordinances which issuefrom 
him respectirig ali the branchesof govcrnmcnt, 
except such as regardthe second division, viz. 
that of favours and rewards, which pass alonc* 
through the hands of th» secretary.    The title 
of Secretario das mercês e graças is the only onc 
-which the Count «TOeyras assumes : he ■ lets 
others takc the titles and exercise the duties of 
the remaining branches, reserving to himself, 
howevcr, their power andemoluments. 

Bcsides thesc tribunais, the Cortes or states 
of the kingdom, are assembled, on pressing oc- 
casions, lo make alterations in the laws or 
politicai constitution ; or to introduce new 
arrangements in the finances or the govern- 
ment. But as this overlooking and powcrful 
tribunal cannot be pleasing to the king or his 
ministers, it is but seldom  summoncd to its 
duties.   . 

% There are three Orders ih Portugal,  from 
which  the   king, as   grandmaster,   derives a 
revenue of 2,000,000 of crusades.*   The order 

* About/ JOO,OOO. 
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t>f Christ, institntcd by King Dcnis, in 1319, 
Ceascd to bc in estimation with thc wars against 
thc Moors ; and it is debascd by a most foolish 
and misplaced pridc, which hasintroduced into 
It a specics of knights from among thc lowest 
class of thc pcoplc. It haslongbeen, andstill 
continues to bc, a prcvailing vanity among the 
Fidalgos or nobles, thnt thc valets behind thcir 
coaches, or who serve them at table, should bc 
dccorated wifti an order of knighthood. Hencc 
it 'is, that those ordcrs, adorning alikc lhe pcr- 
sons of the king, thc princes, the nobles, and 
tficir lackeys, are ali of them, but especially 
that of Christ, considcrcd with contempt in 
Portugal. This ordcr possesses the grand priory 
of Thomar, 454 commandrics, and a rcvcnuc 
of ncar £50,000 sterling. Thc ordcr of St. 
James, scparatcd from that of Spain, sincc thc 
year 1290, has the grand priory of Palmela, 
150 commandries, and a revcnuc of near 
£30,000. The order of Avis, cstablishcd at 
Évora, but subject to that of Calatrava, was 
transferred to Avis in 1161. It has the grand 
priory of Avis, fifty commandries, and upwards 
of £20,000 per annum. ' Thcse ordcrs were 
founded in times of anarchy, by the fanaticism 
and brutality of Christian knights.    They sus- 

I 2 
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tained themsclvcs for a long time, by their uni- 
tcd strcngth and couragc ; and abovc ali, by the 
opposition of the Moors (whosc hostilc spirit 
ncver abatcd) which rcndcrcd thcm nccessáry 
to Christian princcs. That of Calatrava was 
cstablishcd by two monks, who were bcttcr 
soldiers than pricsts. That of St. James owed 
íts institution to a famous robbcr, namcd Fer- 
nandes, who to obtain heaven devotcd ali his 
iniquities to God, and cmploycd against the 
Infidcls,his robberies, his courage, andhiscru- 
chy. But in a short time the great acquisitions- 
which thcsc knights madc from the Moors, rcn- 
dercd ihem not only insqlcnt, but formidablc, to 
their ownsovercigns. Thcymadeallianccswith 
forrigncnemies, ravagedthekingdom, andjoin- 
ed tyranny to independance. More than once 
the grandmastcrs havc allicd thcmselves to the 
Moorish kings, lcd thc Infidel troops into their 
own country, and-assistcd thcm inlaying wastc 
the Christian statcs. Thc kings of Portugal, 
following thc examplc.of other Enropean so- 
vercigns, found thc only mcans of putting an 
cud to this abuse of power in ceasing to con- 
fide thc charge of grandmastcr to subjects. 

Besjdes thcsc three orders, that of St. Jolin 
or of Malta, has twcnty-five commandries, and 
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a revcmicof about £30,000. In Spain and Por- 
tugal, the cross of Malta is taken up and laid 
down, without the least ccrémony ; and thc 
Portugucse frcqucntly wear it from mere fancy, 
without having any connection vvhatever with • 
the order whosc symbol it is* 

Therc are iri Portugal cighteen chies, of 
which Bragança, Beja, Lagos, Silves, and Ta- 
vira are not episcopal sees; threc archbishop- 
rics, Lisbon, subjcct to the Patriarch, Évora, 
which is worth upwards of 80,000 crusades* 
per annum ; and Braga, which is possessed by 
an illegitimatc brotherof thc king's, who dares 
not come to Lisbon from the fear of being im- 
prisoned. This is thc situation also of two 
other natural brothers, There are ten bishop- 
ries ; Porto, Miranda, Coimbra, Guarda, La- 
mego, Viseu, Leiria, Elvas, Portalegre and 
Faro. In Ásia therc are threc archbishoprics ; ' 
Goa, which has the primacy of thc cast, Da 
Serra and Cranganore; and four bishopries, 
Cochin, Malacca, Meliapour, and Macao. The 
threc first are inpartibus. In America, there is 
one archbishopric, La Bahia ; and four bishop- 
xics, Rio Janeiro, Pernambucco, Maranham, 

* About/* 100,000, 
I *» 1 ò 
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and thc grcat Para. In Africa, tlicre is one 
archbishopric, Funchal, in thc island of Ma- 
deira ; and four bishoprics, Angola, St/ Tho- 
mas, Cabo Verde, and Angra. 

Tfíe clergy of Portugal is much too power- 
ful, and far too niimcrous for the general po- . 
pulaíion. The monks, nuns, and priests amount 
to more than 200,000, in a country which con- 
tains but 2,000,000 inhabitants. Hence it is, 
that the Count dyOeyras has made anarrange- 
ment for therr diminution ; espccially thc nuns, 
by extinguishing one half of their convents, 
and prohibiting ali the religious orders, whe- 
ther malc or female, to rcccivc any novicc 
within thc age of twenty-five years, and^with- 
out an express permission from the king. Thc 
Portugucsc clergy is equallyignorant and disso- 
lute: thc liberty and the'power attachcd to 
this order of men, occasionthe most public 
profanation of its character.- That scandalous 
conduet, which lessens the veneration of thc 
people, is more injurious to religion than thc 
continuai railleries of the English, the intro- 
dnction of philosophical books, and the quar- 
reis with the court of Romc. Thc monks live 
in the most unrestrained licentiousness; and 
thc nuns have been, to the present time.* littlc 

*_ 
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betterthan cloistercd prostitutcs.' Ali thecon- 
vcnts fol.low the cxample of that of Odivelas, 
where 300 beautiful and coquettish nuns form- 
ed a seraglio for John V. which has been the 
hot-bed of royal illegitimate children ; and 
where, besides, each of these religious ladies had 
her particular lovers. Throwing aside their 
professional habits, covered with rouge, with 
patches, anddiamonds, they excited and prac- 
tised the most refined gallantry, and passed for 
the most attractive favourites of the Portuguese 
nobility. This scandal to religion has induced 
the Count d'Oeyras to diminish the number of 
convents, and to restrain them by very austerfe 
regulations. The evil, however, is not entirely 
rooted out, and the clergy of Portugal, with the ' 
religious orders, both male and female, may be 
considcred as the most licentious and the most 
abandoncd in the Christian world. 

At the hcad of the clergy is the Patriarch, 
the primateof Portugal, and the director of the 
church. This dignity was first established at 
the beginning of the present century, on the 
intercession of John V. who expended a large 
sum of money to obtain this favour. It will 
one day, perhaps, be very prejudicial to the 
court of Rome, by producing a schism, which 

14 
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is already frccly spoke of, and which thc court 
of London will support with ali its powcr.. 
Tlic patriarch wcars the same robes, as thc 
pope, when hc officiates at thc altar; and the 
canons of thc patriarchal church appear in the 
dress of cardinais. 

Thc Inquisition is very moderate in Portu- 
gal ; it is rather a tribunal óf police, than of 
firc and flames, which it formerly was. Its sen- 
tences are directed to the lowcr classes of the 
pcoplc ; to monks or priests who are gnilty of 
heresy from ignorance,. and sustain it from fa- 
Mticism; impostors who pretend to praclise 
sorcery, and Jews of the lowest class who are 
so tvèak as to boast of therr religion. The 
auto da fé which I saw in the beginning of the 
year 1766, was composed of about forty shamc- 
less wretches, who would have deserved thc 
.whip in any country. No one was committed 
to the flames ; and unless that happens, thc 
scene is not interesting to the Portuguese. The 
punishments werc proportionedto their crimes, 
and by no mcans violent; the greater part of 
thc criminais were whipped, or sent into exile. 
Thosc which were objects of pity, werc two 
or three priests and a lawyer, who had spokcii 
511 of the holy tribunal \ these were condemned 
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toa perpetuai imprisonment in the dungeonsof 
their cnemies, who never fail to be zealous 
avcngers of their own wrongs. 

The hcat of the climate, and the natural 
warmth of their constitutions, with their igno- 
rance and indolcnce, render the Portuguesa 
very bad Christians. Carnal inclinations are 
those which they know not how to resist, and 
therefore endeavour to supply the placc of mo- 
rality with every kind of supersthion. Therc 
is no catholic country whatever, in which a 
more superstitious devotion is paid to saints, 
relies, miracles, and other religious mum- 
meries; because no people stand more in need 
of expiations for their low and filthy debauche- 
ries, and for the avarice and revengcftil spirit 
which continually agitates the soul of a Portu- 
guese. The national worship is equally divi- 
ded betwecn God and the Virgin Mary ; and 
since the alliance of this nation with England, 
St. George is become a principal object of their 
devout attentions. Once a year, his eques- 
trian statuc, armed at ali points, and covered 
with ali the jewels of the crown, is carried in 
solemn procession. The more the Portuguese 
deviatefrom the dutics of the Gospel, the more 
they attach thcmselvcs to the exterior circum- 

15. 
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stanccsof religion. Hencc it is, that the Count 
d'Oeyras procecds with the grcatest precaution 
in those projects which hc hns already begun> 
in opposition to the power of the court of 
Rome. 

The first of his*operations was the expulsiorr 
of the Jesuits. That singular order of men 
was all-powerfurin Spain and Portugal; for, 
abandoning the common peoplc to the monks, 
they reserved to themselves the task of directing 
the consciences of the great, of ministers, and , 
of kings. 

The order of the Jesuits is a politicai associa- 
tion of spiritual and ambitious men, bound to- 
gether by onc strong and common interest- 
Implicit obediexice to their head, is the basis of 
íheir actions : ali their views, designs, and ope- 
xations tend to the same end, and procecd from 
the same principie ; no personal interest, no 
division exists among them. This order is the 
Imageof a perfect repúblic, and conscquently 
is contrary to ali other governrnents. A Jesuit 
is a citizen only of his own order, is a natural 
enemy of every society, and accordíng to the 
principies of good policy, is not admissible into 

■ sny well ordered state. It is astonishing that 
such a body of men should have bcen reccived 
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under any government; nevertheless, ithasin- 
sinuated itself under thc cloak of rcligion into 
many. Thc arts, the scicnces, and the educa- 
tion of youth, were the means by which it ac- 
quired ali its dijtinctions. Many státes, how- 
cver, not dazzled by their real and useful qua- 
lifications, ~adopted a more enlarged way of. 
thinking, than those who received them. 
Thcse austero and lcarned philosophers, who 
consecrated themselves to the office of enlight- 
ening nations, oceupied themselves also in po- 
litics, in commcrcc, and in war ; more skilful 
even in intrigue than in science, and ahvays 
contriving to manage the leading interests of 
mankind, they were suspected of employing 
the most Machiavelian and criminal means to ' 
obtain their objects: they have bcen aceused 
of lightingup funeral piles, preparing poisons, 
sharpening poniards, and arming fanaticism ! 
Sevcral sovereigns have at lcngth opencd their 
eycs, and discovered their ambition. The par- 
liaments in Francc, the senate of Vcnice, thc 
suspicious apprehensions of Carvalho, the rc- 
yolt of Madrid, have driven them successively 
from Francc, Vcnice, Portugal, and Spain. 
In a politicai viewcvcry country isjustified in 
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having employed the most violem mcnns to 
extirpate this society ; but morally speaking, 
they have becn treated with great injustice, 
particularly ín Spainand Portugal. 

An affair of the greatest importance had al- 
most cntircly ruincd thern with these two 
courts ; and by depriving them of the charão' 
ter of confessors to the kings and their minis- 
ters, dcstroycd the basis of their powcr. The 
Marquis of Carvajal, favouríte of Fcrdinand 
VL KingofSpain, who without the title of 
Minister directed the govemment of that conn- 
try, had bcen gaincd over by the Qucen Bar- 
bara, who was an Infanta of Portugal. The 
known state of the king, her hnsband's, con- 
stitution; and her own atíachment to Farinelli, 
the famous Italian singer, leaving her without 
hopes of children, shehad directed ali her ten- 
derness, her wishes, her cares, and her intrigues, 
towards her country. Mr. Keene, 'the English 
ambassador, who enjoycd' ali her confidence, 
had traccd out to her, conjointly with the Por- 
tuguese minister, the Duke of Alba, and some 
others, the plan of a treaty very advantageous 
to Portugal,-and still more so to England. Thc 
Marquis of Carvajal, joined with the quecn 
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in advancing its succcss, intoxicated by his 
aflínity to thc housc of Bragança, of which the 
court of Lisbon made a great parade. 

The object of this treaty was an cxchange 
of thc colony of St. Sacrcment upon thc river 
La Plata, for the scttlcmcnts on the river San 
Pedro and some others, which by surrounding 
Brasil,   would  bring togcthcr the  Portugnesc 
frontiers, would extend thcm along thc great 
Cordilleras, and the rivers which  flow from 
them, and multiply in a great degree the means? 
of securing a smuggling intcrcourse with  thc 
richcst provinccs of Spain.    Nevertheless, the 
pretcxt for making this exchange, was to abo- 
lish the contraband tradc of thc colony of St. m 

Sacrement.    The opposition' of the Marquis 
de TEnscnada, ministcr for foreign afFairs, of 
the marine and the Indies, was attributed to his 
partizans, the Jesuits, and suspendcd for two 
ycars the exchanging the  ratifications of this 
treaty.    That ministcr absolutely refused his 
signature.    He was   accordingly   stripped of 
hiscmployments, andcxiledto Grenada, while 
tliose monks which w<re most violcnt against 
the Jesuits, were appointcd  confcssòrs to the 
king, thc quecn, and thc royal family.    It was 
at this time that the fable of their kingdorri in* 
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Parnguay began to gain crcdit, and which oc- 
casioncd a miserablcpublication, with thc titlc 
of Nicolas I. Thc origin of this fablc is as 
follows. 

Paraguay is an immcnse portion of South 
America, which cxtcnds from thc capita- 
nia of St. Vinccnt in Brasil, to thc lcft bank 
of Rio de la Plata, runs up bchind Chili and 
Peru to the unknown country of thc Amazons, 
and has no fixed limits. This vast country 
is watercd by noble rivers, whose banks wcre 
pcoplcd by various savage nations, till thc di- 
vision of South America was made by Spain 
and Portugal, who alone have any settlemcnts 
in it. The two courts of Madrid and Lisbon/ 
after a long suecession of disputes relative to 
the limits, not being ablc to come to any po- 
sitive determination respecting this country, 
which no onc yct had penetrated,* and being 
alarmcd with mutual fears respecting mutual 
encroachments ; thc Spaniards fearing for Pe- 
ru, and the Portuguese for Brasil; they uni- 
ted in manifesting their confidcncc in  these 

•  * Thc limits have becn fixed since by Spanish and 
Portuguese commissaries, sent for that purpose from 
the .two kingdoms.   T. 
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good fathers, whose indcfatigable zcal in pro- 
pagating thc Gospcl, appcared to mcrit such a 
recompencc. Thcy mutually agreed, there- 
fore, to concede this immense country to thc 
socicty of Jesuits, with an exact demarkation 
only of itsbreadth, as itslcngth lias neverbecn 
discovered. 

The Jesuits, superior to thc rest of mankind 
in the art of persuasion, and labouring for them- 
sclvcs, made an incredible progress in their 
designs. At thc end of fifty years, and to the 
disgrace of the other colonies, the country of 
thc missionaries was fillcd with villages, the 
catholic faith wastriumphant, and the savages 
civilized, happy, and subject to the wisest of 
governments. No people 011 earth werc more 
contented, labour and property was ali in com- 
mon. Therc were neither rich nor poor, nor 
dignities, nor great, nor little; therc was no 
inequalhy whatever; and consequently neither 
avaricc, ambition,or jcalousy: every onecon- 
'tribute-i cquaily his portion of labour, and re- 
ccived an cqual retiibution from it. Every 
village was one numerous family, of which the 
Jesuit was the father ; and thc socicty itself 
was thc mother of this happy republic. 

Thc powcr of these rcYcrend fathers, by a 

j 
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system of politics vcry different from thegreater 
part of human govcrnmcnts, was fotmded up- 
on a pcrfcct union of public utility %viih indi- 
vidual happiness. 

Tliis wondcrful  republic  existccí in peace. 
The Jesuits, from their* modcratc spirit, and 
to avoid ali appcarancc of ostcntation, payed 
the kings of Spain and Portugal certain small 
tribute, without murmuring at the unjustifi- 
able power which required them of a free pco- 
ple, who, united in asociety of th efe own esta- 
blishment, could not bc reasonably considered 
chher as subjects to the Spaniards or Portuguese. 
It wasnotlong,however,before thetwo courts, 
jealous of the progress of such a population, 
agreed to divide betwccn them the fruits of the 
labours of the Jesuits. The latter represented in 
vain that thei r rights were legitimated by the con~ 
cession of the country, as well as the injustice 
of doing violence to a free people ; who, on 
embracing the catholic religion,   and adopting 
the European manners, did not propose to give 
themselves   masters.     These   remonstrancês 
were treated as criminal and treasonable by 
Spaniards and Portuguese, who entered with 
arms in their hands into these colonies.    The 
Indiansexertedthemselvcstothe utmost in their 
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defence; but overcomc by the superior disci- 
pline of European soldiers, a small number of 
them received the yoke, while the rest esta- 
blished themselves further up the country, 
taking the fathers with them to console them in 
their distress, and protesting against the tyran- 
ny and injustice of the barbarians of Europe. 

The Jcsuits now found themselves in a very 
perplexed sitnation ; threatened, in Europe, 
with persectition and exile ; prohibited from 
continuing their missions ; while they must 
have been highly unjust to their proselytes? if 
they had advised them to give up their Iiberty; 
their sagacity was often disconcerted. At 
length, however, an accidental discovery was 
made of their Machiavelian system, and at once 
exposed their conduet. 

A captain of Sp^nish dragoons, who was a 
native of France, the Chevalier de Bonneval, 
found in a village of the mission of Paraná, 
where he commanded after the conquest, the 
instructions of the order, addressed to the prin- 
cipal Jesuit of the district. He himself re- 
peated to me the three following articles. ist. 
" If the bishop of Buenos Ayres, or any other 
" ecclesiastical officer should come to make a 
" pastoral visit, and to interfere in the aíFaira 
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" of the mission, he should be diverted from 
" his purpose by presents, and particularlyof 
" the herb of Paraguay.    But  if it should not 
" bc possible to dissuade him from his errand, 
" by such an application to his interest, any 
" and every means must be cmployed to frus- 
" trate the object of it.    2<1.  If the commis- 
" sary of finances, or any person employcd by 
" the king, should come into the country to 
" impose taxes upon it, one half of the people 
" must be sent into the mountains or forests, 
" that he may not know the real populatíon 
" of the village.    3d.  If the governor of Buc- 
" nos Ayres,  or any general  or  commanding 
il officer should come to visit the villages of the 
" mission, he should be loaded with presents, 
" in.order to turn him aside from his design : 
"vand if such means should not sueceed, force 
" itsclf must be employed to resist his preten- 
" sions." 

These instruetions were sent into Europc, 
and exposed to imminent danger the life of 
the captain, whom the intrigues of the Jesuits 
retained in prison, at Ceuta, for two years, 
to prevent his appearing against them ; they 
formed a principal instrument in the process 
"which wasinstituted against theorder in Spain. 
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Nevertheless, on an impartial cxamination of 
thc prcceding circumstances, the conduct of 
the Jesuits -vvill be considered as not wholly 

unjustifiable, since their intcrests in these con- 
cerns was connected wíth that óf a free peo- 
plc, who were oppressed on thcir account.* 
The Spaniards and Portuguesa stil! enjoy thc 

mélancholy advantage derivcd from their con- 

* Itis not pcrhaps unneccssary to rcmark, that in 
France at that time, ali thc writers, except Dumouricz 
and some others, who wcre of Montcsquicu/s opinion, 
ali invcighed bittcrly against thc republie of Paraguay. 
Thcy had Voltaire at thcir head, and lcft no argument 
untried that could prove the bad tendeney of that re- 
publie, and thejiisticc, the utility, the necessity of 
exterminating its founders. The humane philoso- 
phers who are now preaehing the freedom as well 
as the politicai liberty of thc African slaves, could 
not suffer that civilization, equality, and a govern- 
ment purely cvangclical, should be introduced among 
thc free Amcricans of Paraguay ; thcy preferred the 
military regiilations of thc Portuguese or Spanish 
commanders. How can such a contradiction bc ex- 
plaincd ? Vcry easily. Thc Jesuits, whatever their 
polities xnight be, defended successfully by thcir 
writings against lhosc philosopliers, the Christian rc-' 
ligion, which thcir missions propagatcd; and thestate 
founded by themwasa Christian commomvcalth. Thc 
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qucst of thc Paraguay missions, which con- 
sists in nolhing more than the dominion of a 
vast depopulatcd country. 

To complete this state of mortification, thc 
Jesuits, diepirited in America, and hnmiliated 
at Lisbon and Madrid, snffcred in silenec. In 
both these courts they condueted thcmsclves 
with moderalion and prudence, supporting 
their disgracc with apparcnt resígnation, bold- 
Iy disavowing ali that had passed in Paraguay; 
dcclaring their submission, and brooding over 
their vengeanec. 

The assassination of the King of Portugal 
by penitents .of thc Jesuits, following hard 
upon the business of Paraguay, they wcre sus- 
pected of having resolved, by this crime, to 
revenge thc injustice which they had sufFcred 
in America.-The Fathers Malagrida, Matos, 
and Alexander, wcre arrested, put to thc tor- 
ture, and involved in the catastrophc of this 
conspiracy. AU the possessions of thc Jesuits 
wcre confiscated, and their resistance in Para- 

black slavcs, on thc contrary, have no religion but 
their Fethkismy which is thc worship of any living or 
inanimatc being adlibitum: this must and will agrec, 
better than any religions system whatever, with modcni 
philosophism, and indefinite liberty.    Ergo, &c. T. 

m 
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gu3y sccmed to justify the confiscation. At 
length they were ali banished ; and, in dcfiance 
of the Pope, theecclesiastical states were over- 
run by 4000 persons, who being dismissed 
from their stations, were become altogcther 
useless. The Nuntio, by the haughty manner 
in which he attempted to protect the power of 
the papal militia, rcndered their situation still 
worse; while to hopeless banishment, and 
general confiscation, was added the sale of ali 
their property. 

The Nuntio howevcr, cxtremely irritated, 
quitted Portugal ; and the courtof Rome, con- 
sidering the process instituted against the Je- 
suits to be a wicked attempt, put the kingdom 
under an interdict. Tho minister being thus 
driven to an extremity, attacked the holy see 
itself. This first act of hostility- was a boolc 
prepared under his inspection, (and as some 
have supposed, written by himself), to prove 
that the Popes ought not to have approved the 
institution of the Jesuits ; and when they had 
done it, that they ought to have retracted their 
approbation, which might have been done with- 
out exposing their authority, because they are 
not infallible; and that even in the coun- 
cils, there are examples of a similar recanta- 
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tlon. Thisbook having madc thc dangcr of a 
rigorous conduct cvidcnt to thc court of Romc, 
h cndeavourcd lo cmploy mcdiators to tcrmi- 
nate thc dispute in a fricndly manncr. But 
the ministcr was inflcxible, and so far from 
sccking thc favour of thc holy scc, he madc 
anothcr and still more forciblc attack upon it 
last yeir, in bringing forward the Fathcr Fer- 
reira, a eclebrated theologian, to support a 
thesis, whose object was to prove thc non-in- 
fallibility of thc Pope. This thesis, sustaincd 
by thc authority of thc synods of France, and 
thc canonical books of thc Frcnch clergy, is 
full of strong argument, and written in a style 
of great animation. Thc cffect of these hosti- 
lities against the court of Rome exasperated 
both parties ; and it might have happcned that 
thc court of Portugal, after having adopted thc 
liberty of theGallican church, would not have 
stopped there ; if thc Patriarch of Lisbon had 
becn a man of talents, and thc Count d'Ocy- 
ras ten ycars younger. 

m 
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CHAPTER   IV. 

UNIVERSITV OF COIMBRA, COLLEGE OF 

NOBLESJ LITERATURA, AUTHORS, HIS- 

TORIANSJ   POETS,   ARTS. 

LITERATURE and thc arts, and thc means to 
make a progrcss in thcm, arecxtrcmcly cir- 
cumscribcd in Portugal. The University of 
Coimbra, thc parcnt of learning in this king- 
dom, is six ccnturics behind thc cnlightencd 
parts of Europc. Nothing is known thcre but 
thc Aristotelian philosophy, and thc theologi- 
cal subtletics, sodisgraccful to rcligion and thc 
human understanding, which prcvailcd in that 
school in thc carlicr pcriods of thc Christian 
era. This university contains 4000 scho- 
lars, who pass their livcs in dissipation and 
ignorance. Their principal oceupation is to 
makc small tooth-picks of boxwood, known 
under the namc of palitos, Thc class for the 
Grcck tonguc, in 1766, consisted of seven scho- 
lars. 

Thc Jcsuits wcre entrusted in Portugal, as in 
ali the other catholic countries, with the edu- 
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cation of youth. The Count d'Oeyras has 
•filled np their placc with a college of nobles, 
directed by himself, and opened in 1766. He 
chose very able professors on every branch of 
education ; hnt the universality of its objects 
was blcnded with pedantry. To support this 
institution, he assigned the revenues of the Je- 
suits, or at least a principal part of them. 

Literature is at a very low ebb in Portugal, 
though the Portuguese themselves neither want 
understanding or a disposition to cultivate it ; 
but they have long been without any induce- 
ments to apply to lcarning ; and it is but lately, 
that the young nobility have turned their at- 
tention to literary pursuits. They are passion- 
ately fond of Voltaire, Rousseau, and the new 
philosophy : and almost ali the works of those 
authors are translated into the Portuguese lan- 
guage. The most distinguished among the 
young Fidalgos, by their application to lcarn- 
ing, are the two Counts of Castlcmelhor, 
the two Counts of Lavradio, the Marquis of 
Cascacs, the Counts de Prado, da Ponte, and 
one named Pinto; they form a small literary 
society in great estimation, and which has al- 
ready givcn to the public a translation of the 
Theatrcof Voltaire, of the Hcnriade, the Emi- 
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fito, the Spirit of Laws, and thc Art of War by 
thc King of Prússia.   Forcign authors on sur- 
gery and medicine, are continually translating, 
so that by degrees a tastc willjac formed in this 
country,  and  the Portngucsc  wiU -quit their 
state of ignorance much sooncr tlian the Spa- 
niards.    They are better furnished than them 
with ancient authors ;  their historians are cx- 
cellent, though too much loaded with miraclcs 
and exaggeratcd relation,    Thc first of them 
is John de Barros, the Livy of Portugal, who 
has written with great purity the Decades of 
the Indies.   The editions of this book are very 
old and very  scarce.     Thc continuation  by 
Diego Couto, does not equal it in force or cie- 
gance, in facílity of narration, or in the grand 
style of its harangues ;   but the particnlars in 
both authors are ai ways interesting; and prolix- 
ity alone lessens the pleasurcof rcading their 
work. Manoel Faria, has written an history of 
Portugal, well written in the Spanish langiiage. 
He lived in the time of the three Philips. The 
style of this author is good, and histurn satirical, 
nor is he less a lover of thc marvellous than Bar- 
ros.    Jacinto Freira de Andrada, has wriíten 
a life of Don Juan de Castro, w a style as bom. 
bastic as his hero is extravagant.   This author 

K 
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has talent, and force of expression, but is al- 
ways searching after quibblcs and hyperbole. 
There are also some good chronicles. That 
of Resende, a Latin writer, takes the lead for 
antiquities, Damianus de Góes, for the reign 
of Don Manoel ; Francisco de Andrada, for 
King John III. Buarte Nunhes de Leon, 
for John I. Edward/and Alphonso V. This 
author has also written the life of the ten first 
kings of Portugal, and the description of the 
kingdom. The re-conquest of Portugal by the 
Count de Ericeira, is highly spoken of, and 
translated into French. This writer loscshim- 
self in details, expresses his thoughts in a con- 
fused manner, and dwclls upon trifles. This 
work contains an histOry of the war, from the 
revolution of 1640, to the peace in 1668. 
There are two indifferent treatises oh fortifi- 
"catíon by Don Luis Serraon Pimentel, and 
Manoel Azevedo; a judicious treatisc on na- 
Vigation by Don Manoel Pimentel ; and a new 
description of Portugal, by Caetano de Lima, 
'which, though full of faults, is more correct 
than any other. 

There is a considerablc number of Portu- 
guese poets, some of which have merit. But 
the first of them, and the most known in fo- 
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rcign countrics, is Luis de Camocns. His 
põem, which is cntitlcd tlic Lnsiad, possesses 
a strong but casy versificatiorw Its stibject is 
the conquest of the Indics by Vasco de Gama, 
and is a servile imitation of the Odyssca, of the 
Encid, and ali the ancient poems. In onc of 
its cantos,^hc author has introduced a noblc 
and afFecting episode of the death of Incs de 
Castro, mistress of King Don Pedro the just; 
Ou which subject Monsieur de la Mottc has 
written a very fine tragedy ; Ferreira., a Portu- 
guese tragic author, has treated it with suecess, 
according to the rulcs of the Greck theatre, 
with choruses, &c. There also rematas of this 
poet, an cxccllcnt translation of the Amphy- 
írion, two other comedies, detached picces of 
poetry,anda coHection of charminglettcrswrit- 
ten with great spirit and vivacity. There are 
many other poems in the Portuguese Ianguage, ' 
of which the lcast bad is Malaca Conquistado, 
or the conquest of Malacca.- 

At the close of the last century, and the be- 
ginning of the present, a eclebrated preacher 
namcd Father Vieira, had becn twicc sentto the 
inquisition for having expressed himsclf with 
toomuchfrcedom inthcpulpit, and alsoon an 
aceusation of Judaism.  The Pope was obliged 
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to intcrposc,  that he might not becomc a vic- 
timofthat tribunal.    Heis the Bourdalouc* 
of this country. 

Another Vieira is the best painter of Portu- 
gal, which has produced very few of any mc- 
rit. The Portuguese physicians are very ig- 
noram ; while the surgeons are clurasy opera- 
tors and great quacks. Lisbon has now a 
great musical composer, named David Peres, 
who is well known throughout Europe. But 
in this city there are teachers of dancing, fen- 
cingorhorsemanship; though the Portuguese 
boast of admirable horsemen. Hcnce it is, 
that they are very deficient in ali corporal ex- 
ercises. It is, howevcr, more than fifty years 
since the Portuguese were 'cxcellcnt sword- 
men ; but, instead of using the pointsof their 
swords, they struck with the blade, which they 
named Pancada. 

• A Jesuit, famous for the eloquenee of his sermon.% 
and theseverity of his doctrine; the Frcnch call hixa 
the Dcmosthencs of the pulpit. His sermon on im- 
pureness, has been put in parallel with the discourse 
*f the Greek orator, pro Corcnc.   T. 
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.    CHAPTER  V. 

THE   GOVERNMENT,   THE   MARINE,   COM- 

MERCE,    AGRICULTURE, AND    FINANCE. 

ALL the diffcrent parts of society, like those 
of the body, depend upon each other, and the 
disease of the one necessarily influenccs the 
condition of all the rest. A superstitious 
pcoplc, who cultivate but in a small degree the 
arts and sciences, cannot possess a well regu- 
latcd government. Besides, the subjection of 
the Portugucsc to the English, diminishcs the- 
vigour which the Count d}Oeyras has labour- 
cd for the last fiftcen years to communicate to 
all the relaxed springs of this machine. Dur-' 
ing thc present century, the Portuguese go- 
vernment hasbeen vpithout strength, and with- 
out attention. The ministers slumbering at 
the foot of thc throne, have sufFered it to be 
shaken by the ínsolcnce of lhe nobles, the 
nsurpations of ecclesiastics, and the tyranny of 
the English. Nature appears also to have as- 
Mstcd all these politicai causes of decay, in or- 
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der to complete the ruin of Portugal, by ar> 
carthquakc; and it is in the midst of these 
ruins, that the celebrated Sebastian Joseph 
Carvalho, Count d'Oeyras had the courage to 
re-establish the thronc, by supporting it with 
one hund, whilst with the other he crushed the 
jiobility, humbled the clergy, and diminished 
the influence of the English. The first enter- 
prise of tliis great man excited fanatacism and 
conspiracies, and gave him an opportunity to 
display bis severe and inflexible charneter. 
The king^escaped from the strokes of his as- 
sassins, became their master and their judge. 
After he had removed this first obstacle, the 
Minister attacked the ecclesiastics, and at 

c Icngth employed the most subtlc policy respect- 
ing the English. Powerfully impelled by the 
samc hatred of that nation as the Portuguese 
universàlly possess, he directed his strokes 
against them, under the scmblancc of measures 
for rectifying abuses. 

The marine was in a very bad State. Five 
or six disabled ships and as many frigates, 
withóut sailors or officers, cõnstituted the 
■vvhole naval force of Portugal. The Minister, 
ih òrder to become absolute master of this de- 
partment, obtaincd the post of secretary of the 
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marine for his brother Francis Xavier de Men- 
doca, who died about llirec years ago. He was 
a man of a narrow capacity, but very indns- 
trious, and perfcctly subrnissive to his brother. 
Accordingly, in about seven or eight years the 
marine was cstablished upon a good footing ; 
at the same time, the English, the Swedcs, the 
Dutch, the Danes, and theFrench were invited 
to teach navigation, to the Poftuguese ; who, 
two centuries ago, conquercd three quarters of 
the globc, carried on the commerce of it, and 
directed ali its vicws to the improvement of its 
marine. The actual state of its navy consists 
of ten ships of the linc, and double that num- 
ber of frigates, ali built of the finest Brasil 
timber. Two ships have bcen launched at 
Lisbon of 74 and 72 guns, and admirably con- 
strueted for resistance as well as duration. 
But neither the officers or the sailors are kept 
in sufficient practice ; and I am of opinion, 
that vessel against vessel, the Spaniards would 
beat them at sea, from the superiority of their 
equipage. But this deficieney may always bé 
supplied by the English navy. The present 
state, however, of the Portuguese marine, is 
sufficient to protect the coasts, and the war 
against the Algcrincs, and the corsairs of Salé, 
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may serve as a school to tcach thc art of naval 
combat, and accustom thcm to h, which is thc 
more necessary as thcy havc not the rcputatioi> 
of being brave at sea. Thc war with Morocco 
maybc, onedayorothcr, fatal to thc Portnguesc: 
for if the Empcror shoujd fortífy Mogadorc, in- 
vitc tohis servicc rcncgadcscamcn,and ordcrhis 
corsairs to cruizc about thc Cape Verde Islands, 
thc Canarics, Açores, and Madeira, the síiips 
comingfrom Brasil wouldriskbeingoftentaken. 

Thc commerce of Portugal, notwithstand- 
ing ali the efforts of the Count d'Oeyras, is 
"altogether in the hands of the English, to whom 
the Portnguesc are no more than brokers or 
agents, and even English ships are cmploycd 
in the whole of their trade, except that of the 
Indies, of Africa, and America; which is under 
the direction of distinct companies, and canred 
on by the krng's ships; but even in thosê 
branches of commerce the Portugucse, though 
thcy lcnd their names, are not principais. The 
most considcrable factoriesof Brasil ànd Africa 
bclong to English capitalists, wh o havc for 
correspondents thc English houses of Lisbon, 
Oporto, and London, of whom the Portuguese 
themsclves purchasethe rnerchandize that comes 
from their own colonies. 
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The Count cTOeyras, after a very attentive 
consideration of this subject, determined upon 
a very singular operation, which was no !ess 
than to change the general order of commerce. 
He accordingly abolished ali the old trading 
companies,anddestroyed their exclusive rights; 
while, on the contrary, hc erected new com- 
panies, and gave them an exclusive right over 

' those branchesof commerce which had hitherto 
been free. But notwithstanding ali his carc 
and precautions, the English, from their large 
capitais, became the masters in these new 
arrangements, and, under borrowed names, 
possessed themselves of ali the new funds. 
Another evil has arisen from this new arrange- 
ment, which the Minister did not foresee, but 
which caused the seditious discontents that 
have prevailed in Brasil, and threatened the 
total min of the colonies. The companies 
having obtainedi permission from different mi- 
nisters, and particularly from Count dJOeyras, 
to impose duties both on the sale of their own 
merchandize, and the purchase of the producô 
of the country, these duties proved very bur- 
densome to the inhabitantsof Brasil ; they be- 
carne, on account of them, very much indcbted 
to these companies, who, on their abolition, 
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demanded payment. Accordingly the Connt 
d:Oeyras "found himself obligcd to take thosc 
miksures whicli havc dissatisfied both parties. 
Nevertheless, the merchants who continuei 
thc trade aftcr the abolition of the companies, 

- determinei tocarryon theír sales, and make 
íheir purchascs on thc same principie as the 
companics had done ; this produced a state of 
disorder and confusion in Brasil, for which it 
was nòt easy to find a remcdy. 

The Count cTOcyras aimed another blow at 
the interests of England, by encouraging a 
trade with France for grain ; and ín the year 
Í766, that country had madevery profitable re- 
turns from Portugal, under the wíse and able 
âdministration of the-Duke de Choiseul. In 
this particular the Count d?Oeyras'has found 
the means to diminish in Lisbbn the general 
dependance on the English merchants. But 
this brandi of commerce, after ali, must be 
precariour» and temporary, at least ti 11 the marine 
of France becomes strong enough to form a 
balance to that of Great Britain. 

This successful essay lias given birth to ano- 
ther attempt, which has been equally fortim ate 1 
to weaken the credit of the English respecting 
grain,  and to lessen their immense profits on 

^A 



ACCOUNT OF rORTUGAl. 203 

thc wines of Portugal, tlfe Minister ordered 
a considerable pàrt of <he vineyàrds to be de- 
stroyed, and sown,whh'-graiii.- This unreser- 
ved proceeding at once discovered his design, ] 
and produced' a great clarnour against him. 
Thc individuais also, who %. he was determined 
to force into a nê\v and more difficult cultiva- 
tion of their ground, exclaimed against his 
tyranny, and refuscd to obey : but he was deaf 
to their clamours, rigorously insisted upon . 
obedicrice, and forccd his edict to be observed. 

In order to uhdersíand this extraordinary 
operation, it "is necessary to be informed, that 
Portugal is ali vincyard, except some small 
cantons in Entre Minho e Douro, and Traz os 
Montes: The English have pnrchased, and 
consequently possess ali the prime land in the 
environs of Oporto, and Lisbon, of Setuval, 
and Faro, whose wines are the best, and some 
of them in great estimation ; so that the soil of 
Portugal and its productions may be said to be- 
longtothem. Thesecircumstances, whichare 
ruinous to the Portuguese, serve to prove their 
indolent disposition ; of which they do not 
perceive the disadvantage, They prefer the 
culture of the vine, which requires- but littlc 
trouble, to a morelaboriouscultivation. 
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The commerce of Portugal being entirely In 
thehands of the English, and bcing destitute of 
pasturagc and grain, this kingdom is in an ab- 
solute state of dependance, because England 
furnishes it with ali the commodities of which 
it stands in need.    Such are the bonds of ser- 
vitude that keep Portugal in thatalliance with 
England, which the Count d'Oeyras has en- 
deavoured to destroy.    He also attacked the 
English interest, by establishing manufactures 
for silk, woollen-drapery, leather, and   soap. 
At the same time he published very severe ediets 
to prohibit theimportation offorcignstuffs: but 
the imperfect fabricof these manufactures, their 
slow progress, their bad quality, and high price, 
cstablished the preference givcn tothesilks, the 
woollens, and leather of England and France, 
and in spite of the ediets, the importation of 
foreign manufactures still prevails. 

This Minister employcd ali hís power to in- 
vite by treaties the commerce of Dcnmark, of 
Swedcn, and of Rússia, to Lisbon. This was 
a wise and beneficiai mcasure, because lhe 
greater the number of foreigners concerned in 
the trade of Portugal, the less would remain 
in possession of England, But it was doing 
things only by halvcsj to establish a mercly 
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passivecommercc. The Portugucse themselvcs 
should havc been encouraged to navigate thc 
distant scas, and to fctch fòrcxgn commoditics 
in thcir own vesscls ; in short, to engage in an 
active commerce. 

The Count d'Oeyras has agriculture very 
much at hcart, regarding it as the basis of ali 
govemment. He resolvcd to make a gene- 
ral register of thc lands in order to ascertain 
thcir value, and to discover the means to be 
cmploycd for bringing them into a state of 
cultivation; but after ali the pains and time 
cmploycd ori this subject, and thc calculations 
made, thc lands in question remain untouched 
by the plough. The whole province of Alem- 
tejo is uneultivated : Beira and Algarve conti- 
nue to bc a desert. 

Thc finances of Portugal havc bcen the first 
objects of attention to the Count d'Oeyras; 
and he reserved this department to himself, 
though without attaching any title to it. But 
the opinions òn thc state of thc finances, and 
the revenues of thc kingdom are various. It is 
indecd generally said that thc treasury is full, 
that Portugal is very rich, and that its revenues 
are considerablc \ but there is great reason surely 
to suspect that the finances cannot be in a very 
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good condition ina kingdom which has neither 
agricnlture nor a marine ; which has lately 
sustaincd an carthquake that prodnced somany 
largc bankrnptcics, and has becn cngaged in a 
very expensive war; whosecólonies, which are 
a principal source of its riclies, are so poor, 
so ill administered, and so harassed, that thc 
people either lcave them orrevolt; abovc ali, if 
it is considered that this kingdom has many old 
debts, and that its wealth, particularly its gold, 
passes through thc hands of thé English, who 
derive ali tkk advantage from it ; and lastly, 
thatthe diamonds, of which it possesses a very 
large storc, are a kind of dead stock, which 
does not enter into circulation. Thc Portu- 
guese have but very few taxes to pay ; never- 
theless they live in a state of extreme wretched- 
ness. 

Picvious to thc ministry of the Count d'Oey- 
ras, the finances of Portugal werc in a most de- 
plorable state of administration, 22,ooo clcrks 
or writers, divided into a considcrable number 
of oíííces, devoured therevenues, embroiled the 
accounts, and swallowcd up thc treasurc. The 
Ministcr, by a singleedict of thc momh of Oc- 
toberiyói, rednced tliis enormous crowd of 
blood-suckers to thirty-two well qualified and 
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choscn pcrsons. He has simplifica the regula- 
tíons relativo to the reccipts and paymcnts of 
the public* treasure, by using the samc journak 
as bankers and merchants cmploy for the in- 
sertion of their daily transactions. Thesc books 
are examined cvçry wcek ; while the king 
passes the accounts which are presented to him, 
or gives instmetions concerning such as are in 
a statc of preparation ; none of which, how~ 
ever,  are sufFercd tobc in  arrear»     The per- 

1 

spicuity, the precisien, and the security of this 
arrangement will appcar incomprchensiblc in 
the different countries of Europc, wherc finance 
is so complicated a seience,' and such aninex- 
tricablc labyrinth ; but to convince incredulity, 
it is necessary only to have recourse to Portu- 
gal, and to rcad the edict of the Count d'Ocyras, 
and the execution of thisplan will bc instantly 
verified. 

Here are many varying opinions respecting 
the revenues of Portugal, which some have 
calculatcd at seventy, and others at eighty mil- 
lions of livres, or betwccn threc and four mil- 
lions sterling. The mines produce annually 
from fifty to sixty millionsof livres, or betwccn 
twa and three-millions sterling. 
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CHAPTER  Vr. 

THE  COURT. 

THE court of Portugal is very du!l and cere- 
monious. The king never sees the forcign 
ministers but on public days, and the rest of 
his time he passes with his family, or in hunt- 
ing, of which he is passionately fond. This 
prince neither sees or does any thing but 
through his Minister, in whom he has placed 
the most unlimited confidence. He is pecu- 
liarly robust and indefatigable ; is very grave, 
and seldom acccssiblc at Lisbon. He passes 
two months, towards Lent, at Salvaterra, upon 
the left bank of the Tagus, where he is the 
most magnificent sovereign in Europe. He 
there entertaíns, at his own expence, ali 
foreigners who are propcrly introduced. He 
maintains an exccllent opera, and furnishes 
every onc with horses for the chasc. He passes 
some time also at Pinheiro, upon the banks 
of the Caldao, and at the Abbey of Mafra. 
But atthese latter places travellers do not find 
any accomjttodation wh ate ver. 

mam 
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The qi 2en of Portugal preserves a rooted 
aversion to the court of France, where she had 
becn sent in order to sharc the throne of Louis 
XV. She has not yet lost the remembrance 
of her forced rcturn to the court of Spain. 
She is much attached to the king, whom 
she accompanies every where. She loves 
hunting as well as his majesty ; and her con- 
tinuai cquestrian exercises have tanned her 
face, and given it a ruddy and swarthy hue. 
She is very well informed, and not only pos- 
sesses wh, but diserction. It was by her ne- 
gotiations that the danger of the Spanish arms 
was averted in 1762. She detests the Count 
d'Ocyras, who troubles himself Very littlc about 
her; but she does not venturc to declare her 
sentiments respecting him. Ali her favourite* 
have fallen a prey to the hatred of this Minister, 
who involved them in the executions which 
followed the conspiracy against the person of 
the king. Among others the Count d'Obidos, 
one of the most powerful nobles of Portugal, 
Si 

who had nothing to do with the conspiracy lost 
his liberty by a bon mot. There is a popular 
tradition relative to the King Don Sebastian, 
which the Portugucse believe.    Thcy say that 

«AI —     M ■MA 
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he is not dead, but will return by sea to Lisbon, 
and resume the crown. One day, as the queen 
was at a window with her court, a large water- 
spont appcared on the sea, when the qucen 
humorously observed, that it was King Don 
Scbastian returning ; no, answered the Cotint 
dfObidos, that is impossible, Don Sebastian is 
already hcre ; it is he who reigns. Within. 
two hours after this pleasantry, the Count was 
arrested and thrown into a dungeon in the 
castle of St. Julian, for the rest of the life of 
Count d'Oeyras, whose narne is Sebastian 
Carvalho. This event brings to my recollee- 
tion a lively observation of Lord Tyrawlcy : 
li What can be done with a nation, one half 
€( of which expects a Messiah ; and the other, 
" the King Don Sebastian, who has becn dead 
U these 2ooyears ?v 

The queen has two daughters, the oldest of 
which is married to thè Infant Don Pedro, a. 
devout," gloomy, and silent character, by whom 
íhe has had the Prince de Beira, who is the 
presumptive heir of the crown. The second 
daughtcr is a very fine woman, well educated, 
and highly accomplished. This young prin- 
cess had been proposed as a wife to the king 

.1, 
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of thc Romans ; "bnt thc then existing politics 
and the circumstances of thc war prevcntcd thc 
execution of that design, 

Thc old Prince Emanuel, thc king's uncle, 
who died this year, had becn a gallant prince, 
and had run through Europe to gratify his love 
of pleasurc. Thcrc are no persons of high 
distinction at this court, but the young Duke 
of CadavaJ, a man of a confined understanding, 
and a drunkard ; and thc Marquisof Marialva, 
a man of wit, an ancient chevalier, and uncom- 
monly dexterous in ali bodily exercises, as wcll 
as his two sons. The father of the Duke of 
Cadaval, á prince of theblood, was very much 
esteemed in the time of John V. for his wit, 
his satirical tum, his resolution, and his merit. 
I have scen at thc Fathcrs of the Oratory, a 
large folio, entitled, Ultimas Palavras do cele- 
bre'Duque de Cadaval; the last words of the 
Duke of Cadaval. The king has sevcral ille- 
gitimate brothers ; onc of which is the arch- 
bishop of Braga ; the others wcre thrown into 
prison at the cpochaofthc assassination. Don 
Joaõ de Bragança,* a prince of the blood, has 

* This prince, callcd Duke da Lafoens, carne at 
lhat lime to England, wherc hc remained about a 
ycar.   T. 

i 
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found security in a foreign rcsidcnce. He be- 
camc a' lieutenant-general in thc Austrian 
scrvice, where hc distinguishcd himself by his 
valour and his talents. 

The two pcrsons the best known in the mi- 
nisterial party, and who may succccd to Connt 
d'Ocyras, are Don Martin de Mello, and Don 
Joseph de Sylva Passanha. The first is am- 
bassador in England, a man of talents, and at- 
tachcd to the English. The other, who is a 
-vvise and well informed person, and animated 
with the cornmon hatred of England, is without 
employmcnt, after having long been ambassa- 
dor at the courts of Naplcs and Madrid. Thc 
rest of the nobility never approach the king : 
without credit, moríey, power, or honours,they 
cringe before the Count d'Oeyras and his wife, 
while the princcs of the blood, the nobles, and 
the people, ali imite in caressing and detesting 
that powerful family. 
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CHA.PTER  VII. 

A SUMMARY OF THE HISTORY OF   POR- 

TUGAL, 

THE kingdom of Portugal is known in ancicnt 
history by the namc of Lusitânia. Its pcoplc 
maintaincd thcmsclvcs against the inroads of 
the Romans, whom thcy havcoftcn conqucred, 
underthccommand of Viriatus,* whobcingthc 
captain of a banditti, bccamc the general of an 
army,  and made the Romans tremble ;   and 

* In the rcign of King John Iíl. npon removíng 
some ruins on the land of a Pedro Machado Cor- 
regueiro, in the territory of Belas, near Lisbon, thcy 
found accidentally the tomb of Viriatus; it wasa stone 
chest \vith this inscription upon it, HU jaect Viriatus 
Lvsitanus Dux. Within there was a sword, on which 
vvere engraved many characters. Pedro Machado de- 
siring to sell this piece of antiquity, (whether of the 
Roman age or posterior to it) ofíercd it snccessively to 
ali the great men in lhe kingdom ; "but none of them 
choosing to buy it, he at last gave Viriatus's tomb to a 
friend, who lived in ihe* island of Madeira, where it 
was carricd and Iost.    X. 
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Sertorius, a Roman commander, whosc discon- 
tcnts made him thc encmy of his country. 
The Romans wcre not able to overcome thc 
Lusitanians, till thcy had procured thc assassi- 
nation of thesc two generais. 

Whcn the Roman empire became a prey to 
thc barbarians, the Alani got possession of 
the country situated bctwccn the Minho and 
thc Tagus, where they founded a kingdom ; 
ivhich after having becn conquered by the 
Goths, became with them a prey to thc Ara- 
bians : thc capital of this kingdom was Coim- 
bra. Alphonso VI. King oí Lcon and Castilc, 
having commenced with advantage thc war 
agaínst thc Moors, engaged a considerable 
number of knights from Francc, Gascony, 
Italy, and England,to fight with him in a war 
against the Infidcls. The most distinguished 
of these knights was Henry of the housc of 
Burgundy. Thc king, to fix him in his 
country, gave him his illegitimate daughter 
Thercsa in marnage, andGalicia for her dowry, 
with whatever he could conquer of Portugal, 
ând thc titlc of Count. This prince accord- 
íngly carricd on lhe war withso much vigonr, 
that hc conquered ali the.country to thc banks 
of the Tagus.    His son, .Alphonso Henriqucz, 
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having overcome five kings, or rathcr five 
Moorish governors, caused himself to be de- 
clared king in the year 1135. He pretended 
that Jesus Christ had commandcd him to do it; 
that his crucifix had txtendcd its arms and spo- 
ken to him. Tw.cnty-five kings, since that 
epocha, have governed Portugal. I must re- 
fer to the history of the kingdom at large, ali 
those who wish to inform themselves of the 
particulars of their respective reigns, and con- 
fine myself to some slight sketches of their 
more striking events. 

At the commencement of the fourteenth 
century, the King Denis drove the Moors en- 
tirely out of Algarve, by taking Faro, which 
was their last retreat. He also added to Por- 
tugal the little country called Riba de Coa, that 
is washed by the Coa, a smallriver, on whosc 
banks is situated Almeida, which is the capi- 
tal. This King Denis sufFered great uneasi- 
ness from the conduet of his son, who after- 
wards suecceded him under the name of Al- 

« 

phonso IV. and who was surnamed the African, 
from having made the conquesl of Tangier, 
Ceuta, Safia, Teíuan, and Mazagan. 

The son of Alphonso IV. was Don Pedro I. 
eclebrated by the death of his wife, the unfor- 
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tunate Inês de Castro, andby the crueltics that 
accompanied his vengeance. One of thc assas- 
sins was named Coelho, which in the Portuguese 
languagc signifies a rabbit. Don Pedro there- 
fore ordered him to bc spitted, roasted, and 
servedup to his accomplices. Portugal has had 
the rare fortune of having a much greater 
number of good than bad kings. John I. 
whom victory and the love of thc peoplc faised 
to the throne, although illegitimate ; and Al-. 
phonso and John III. distinguished by the 
titleofthe perfect prince, were great kings, and 
made Portugal flourish. 
• But the most brilliant epocha of this king- 
dom, was that of the Kings Don Emanuel and 
John III. The first of these princes had an 
uncle named Cardinal Don Henry, who re- 
sidedat Lagos in Algarve. This prince who 
was rich, engaged, by large rewards, two gen- 
tlemen, named Tristan Vaz, and Zarco, to 
attempt discoveries on thc western part of 
Africa ; and it is to the encouragement which 
he gave to navigation, that the Portuguesc owe 
their conqviests. Soon after, Álvaro Cabral, 
and Vasco de Gama,-made separate discoveries 
of Brasil and thc Indies. At the end of fifty 
years,   the Portuguese  found  themselves, by 
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their couragc, mastcrs of ali thc còast of Africa, 
from Cape Blanco to thc island of Socotora, 
and from Cape Guadarfui, thc whole compass 
of Ásia, the Red Sea, the Gnlf of Ormuz, 
the two Penínsulas of the Ganges, and thc 
Molucca Islands wcre in their hands. They 
possessed the entire trade in goíd, silks, porce- 
lain, pcarls, and ivory ; in short ali the com- 
modities of three parts of the globe, which wcre 
known only to them. But it was not long be- 
fore thc European powers became jcalous of 
their greatness. 

A tcrrible and unexpected. rcvolution changed 
in onc moment thc face of Portugal: the most 
fatal of ali events precipitated/the Portuguese 
from the heíght of their glory, and reduced 
them to thc greatest miscry.    Don Sebastian, 

, a young prince of thc greatest hopes, at once 
courageous and indcfatigable, possessed of thc 
most active and solid talents, ascended thc 
thronc in 1572, wiih a determination to ren- 
dar himself illustriousby some splendid action. 

. Inspircd by the ardour of chivalry, hc meditatcd 
nothing less than the conquest of Africa and 
its infidel inhabitants. He asscmblcd an army 
of 20,000 men, composed oflus principal no- 
bility, and the flowcr of his stibjccts. HeplaccJ 

L 
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himself at thcir hcad, and passed into Africa, 
vhere he wasconquered and slain at the battlc 
of Alcazarquivir,* with the grcatest part of 
the Portuguesa nobility.    The Portuguese, a 
credulous people, and wholove thc marvellous, 
thenpretended, and still believe, as has bccn al- 
rcady mcntionedjjhat he is notdead. Philip II. 
King of Spain, the Duke of Bragança, and an 
illegitimatc uncle of Don Scbastian, werc com- 
petitors for thecrown ; which, after the death 
ordisappearanceofDon Sebastian, waspossess- 
cd by an old cardinal, named Don Henry, who 
rcigned but a few months.    Philip maintained 
his rights with an experienced army, conductcd 
by the cclcbratcd Duke of Alba.    In vain did 
the Portuguese, excited rather by their hatred 
of the Castilians, than any attachmcnttto thc 
bastard Don António, made some feeblc efforts 
to avoid the Spanish yoke.    The disaster of 
Don Sebastian had left them without troops, 

# Or ai Caszr in lhekinçdomof Fez. Don Sebas- 
lian went to assist Mnley Mahomcd, kingof Morocco, 
against Mulcy Mulack, his uncle and king of Fez, by 
whom he had bccn dethroncd. Thcy fotight in 1578, 
and thc ihrcc kings perished in thc battlc. An ad- 
venturer appcarcd in Portugal in 1601, who pretended 
to bc Don Sebastian, and had many followers. T. 
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without aflect,' and without moncy. Nonc of 
thc powcrs of Europc supportcd thcir canse, 
and in tvvo months they wcre cntircly subju- 
gated. 

Thc epocha of Don Sebastian cast a funercal 
vcil over thc Portugucsc nation. Ali thc ancient 
families wcre interrupted in thcir suecessions 
by thc havock of war ; ali the national force 
was cxhaustcd by the loss of thc army ; ali 
conquests wcre at an end : andduring the rcigns 
of thc three Castilian kings, namcd thc three 
Philips, nothing is secn in this unfortunate 
kingdotn but disgracc, rcbcllion, and disasters. 
This catastrophc was in 1580, and thc cap- 
tivity of Portugal, or its submission to Spain, 
lastcd sixty ycars. Thc Dutch availed them- 
selves of thc wcakness of Portugal, and of the 
littlc assistance affordcd ii by Spain, which was 
itsclf in a languishing condition during thc 
rcigns of thc three Philips, and formed csta- 
blishmcnts at Olinda, and Fcrnambucco in 
Brasil. They possessed these colonies during 
thirty ycars, drove thc Portugucsc from thc 
Molucca Islands, those of thc islcs of Sunda, 
Ccylon, &c. and acquircd thc sovereignty of 
thelndian scas, which the Portugucsc had pos- 
sessed during thc glorious rcigns of Don Ema- 

T2 
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miei, and John III. They established the im- 
portant settlemcnt of the Cape of Good Hopc, 
and during thcse stxty years, they dcspoilcd 
Portugal of ali its power.^ It was by thosc 
seizurcs of the Portuguesa posscssions, that the 
Dutch avenged thcmselves of the Spanish na* 
tion. 

Misfortune now seemed to have attained its 
kêigbft. Portugal, at once harassed and despi- 
sed, appearèd to be too fccble to be an object 
of the least consideration. The court of Ma- 
drid punishcd the complaints of despaxr, and 
fancied that despairwas impotcnt; when the 
paticnce of lhe Portuguese was, at length, ex- 
haustcd. In 1640, thirty gentlemen, with- 
out communicating thcir project, and with- 
out bèing assured of any support, murdered 
Vasconcelos, who tyrannized over the people, 
tinder a princess of Áustria, appointed to 
govern the kingdorn, for Philip IV. The 
fire of rebellion spread around, and soon be- 
came universal; and in so small a spáce as a 
month, ali the Spaniards were driven away, and 
with little effusion of blood. The timid Duke 
of Bragança was forced by his wife to mount 
a dubious thronc, underthe name of John IV. 
This irresolute prince was by no means worthy 
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ofruling a brave people, buí the natioh was 
dctermincd to support him ; and continucd to 
maintain a war agaiuSt Spain during twenty-- 
cight years, with great couragc and equal sue- 
cess. Ncither the death of this king, nor that 
of prince Theodosius who sueceeded him, and 
v/hom ,thc nation regarded as a rising hero, nor 
the reign of that wcak monarch Alphonso VI. 
could diminish the cnthusiasm of the Por- 
tuguese, nor restore to the Spaniards their 
former superiority. After having lost four 
battles in Portugal, the Spaniards gave up the 
design of re-entering that kingdom. The 
same spirit of liberty communicatcd itself to 
the Portuguese colonies; the Spaniards were 
driven from Goa, and ali the Portuguese seU 
tlements in índia ; from Congo, and the pre- 
sidencies of Africa, and Brasil. 

At length, in 1668,'King Charles II. was 
forced to grant peace tõ the King Don Pe- 
dro II. the brother and suecessor of King Al- 
phonso VI. andtoacknowledge him as kingof 
Portuga]; at the same time renouncing ali pre- 
tensions to thatcrown. Alphonso VI. possessed 
a very wcak understanding, and a veryviq- 
lent temper ; hc had married a princess of the 
blood   of Francc,   named  Louisa  d'Orleans, 

L3 
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who, instigated by the Count Schombcrg, and 
shocked at the insolence of Count Castelmcl- 
hor, the favourite of Alphonso and absolute 
master of the kingdom, had the boldncss to ac- 
cuse her hnsband of impoteney and madness,. 
and to sue for a separation before the states of 
the kingdom'. Don Pedro, the brother of the 
king, was entrusted with the care of the king- 
dom and of Quecn Louisa, who was become 
pregnant. Alphonso in a second assembly of the 
states, was declared unworthy of his kingdom, 

, and unfit to have a wife; accordingly he was - 
deprived of both, and they wcre givcn to Don 
Pedro. Alphonso was shut np, and suffered 
enotigh to makehim mad, if he was not so be- 
fore. The Pope was bribed with considerablc 
f«ms to pardon ali these acts of injustice, and 
a splcndid auto da fc appeased the anger of 
God. 

Don Pedro peaceably enjoyed his good for- 
tune, and transrnitted his kingdom to his son 
John V. Portugal, since the pcace of 1668, 
has resumed its ancient constitution, but it has 
not been able .to attain its former vigour. Its 
powerful protectors, and the change it has un- 
dergone, leave it but a secondary place in the 
scale of Europe : it was now become subordi- 
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natc to England, whosc forced alliancc is a 
strong indissoluble chain, and its wcight daily 
is increasing. 

CHAPTER   VIII. 

ANECDOTES -JOHN V,, JOSEPH   I.;   THE 

EARTHQUAKE; THECONSPIRACY; THE 

WAROF I762; THE LOSS OFTHE CUS- 

TOMHOUSE BY FIRE; THE DEATH OF 

GRAVERON; THE REVOLT OF BRASIL. 

THE history of Portugal conducts us to the 
reign of John V. I shall therefore reduce to 
certain anccdolcs ali I havc to say rcspccting 
that king, and themonarchnow on the thronc; 
and will pursuc my plan without flattery and 
wiibont passiori. John V. who fillcd the 
thronc of Portugal at the beginning of the 
present century, reigned with honour and hap- 
piness. He was a prtnce of superior under- 
standing, great in ali his designs, magnificent, 
gallant, and proud. He possessedall the quali- 
ties of Louis XIV. and resembledhim in every 
thing but his lovc of war, which John abhor- 

• « *%. 
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red.    He was much attachcd to his allíancç 
"with England, and did not sufficicntly reflect. 
on the empire that greedy nation usurped over 
his country. He had conccivcd a violcnt friend- 
ship for Lord Tyrawley, the  Englisli ambas- 
sador, who availed himself of this partiality to 
become the most insolcnt of favourites, and to 
load with injury and contempt the Portugiiese 
nation.    This   king made   himself   rcspcctcd 
by his neighbours, both by his wisdom and his 
icsolutiòn ; "wlien, in the war whicli placcd 
Don Carlos upon the throne of Naples, hc was 
menaced by Spain.    On that occasion, hc rais- 
cd in the coursc of three months,  an army of 
35,000 men, commanded by ablc oflicers, whh 
a numerous artillery and a respectable marine. 
This vigorous conduet procurcd him a   solid 
peace,  which the flamc of discord lighted up 
throughout Europe in 1741  did not interrupt._ 
In the bosom of peace hc sought for solid glory. 
He greatly embcllished the  royal palace,   of 
tvhich not a singlc vestige remains.    He built 
a magnificent patriarchal church,   which bc- 
came also a prey to the earthquakc.  Hc crect- 
ed the sumptuotis convent of Mafra,  at four 
leagues distance from Lisbon, where hc form- 
cd avery valuablc librarjr.    Hc also çausçd an 
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aqueduct to bc crccted to conduct watcr to 
Lisbon ; a ivork wortliy thc gcnius of thc 
ancicnt Romans, and which cven thc earth- 
quake sccms to havc respected. In short, hç 
madc his subjccts happy, and was adorcd by 
thcm. But this princc having fallcn, at the 
closeofhis life, into a statc of extreme devo- 
tion, abandoned the care of public aftairs to 
Gaspard, his confessor, thc rclation and pro- 
tector of young Carvalho. He dissipated the 
greatest part of his revenues in establishing 
chapeis, building convents, and paying for 
masses. It became at last a matter of obliga- 
tion to prevent his becorning acquaintcd with 
the deaths that happcned at Lisbon ; as he no 
sooner knew of the death of any of his subjects, 
though among the very lowest classes, but he 
ordered an hundred rnasses or more to be said 
at his expence. His devotion became more 
and more extravagant, till it degenerated into 
absolute imbecillity, and he died almost an A 
idiot. 

Thc reign of Joseph I. was destined to ex- I 
perience the greatest dangers, and thc most 
uncommon catastrophes. This king having 
ascended the throne in 1750, found his trea- 
^aury empty, his govcrnmcnt oppresscd with I 
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debts, and the English mastcrsof tlic kingdom 
and its colonies. Hisministcr, Diegodc Mcn- 
doça, hnd not sufficicnt talcnts to apply a re- 
mcily to thcsc abuses. Carvalho, returned from 
the embassy of Vienna, obíaincd the confi- 
dence of the king, turned out the minister, 
who was banished to Mazagan, and took his 
place. He passed the two or three first years 
of his ministry in contending with cabais, in 
scarching into the canses of the deranged state 
of govcrnment, and in suffering the insolence 
of the nobles, who wished to pull him down. 

On the first ofNovember, 1755, happcned 
the famous carthquake which desolated a)l 
Portugal,, threw down a considerable number 
of buildings in every town throughont the king- 
dom ', and destroyed, as it were, in the samc 
hour, 50,000 people. Bnt Lisbon suffered 
most ; the carthquake there assumed its most 
terrifie form. The clements united to over- 
ivhclm the wretched inhabitartts ; the sca and 
the river rushcd into the city, the earth opened 
wide its jaws, and fire consumed their dwell- 
ings. It was the festival of All-saints, and at 
nine in the morning, when great numbers of 
people were hearing mass. The churches 

vwcrc tbrown down, and ali those whom devo- 
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tion or alarm had conducted thither, wcre 
crushed bcneath their fali. The aged, the in- 
fants, and the sick, werc smothered in their 
beds, or consumed by the flames, which werc 
blown into fury by the tempest that accompa- 
nied the earthquake. The vessels in the har- 
bour werc violently driven against each other, 
and many of thern perished. But in the midst 
*of this general desolation, an horrid scene of 
human brutality was displayed, and added to the 
universal horror of the moment. The desire 
of plunder, inflamed with the hopc of speedy 
suecess a largc band of sailors, soldiers, ne- 
grões, and criminais, whom this event had de- 
livcred from their prisons: these infamotis 
wretches spreadthernselvcs throughout thecity, 
to increase by pillage, violation, and murder, 
the horrors that surrounded them. To com- 
plete the calamity, Lisbon was thrcatencd with 
famine; while the atendi of the dead bodies 
corrupted the air, and produced syinptoms of 
plague. 

The Count d'Oeyras alone preserved a pre- 
sence of mind in this scene of desolation ; and 
where the fear of the future stifled ali com- 
plaints at the present cvil. This Minister took 
no repose; and having no other dwelling, or 
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bed, or officc, but his coach,  was sccn evcry 
whcrc,cncouraging andconsoling thc wrctchcd 
inhabitants.    In cight days hc publishcd 230 
ordinanccsto rcgulate thc círcumstanccsof thc 
momcnt; whích  havc bccn  collectcd in- onc 
largc volume,   entitled,  Providencias sobre of 
terremotos.    Hc caused thc  firc  to  be  extin- 
guished, hc ordercd ali  thc  dead bodíes to be 
covered with quick lime, or thrown  into thc 
sca 5 hc directed thc public ways tobc opened 
through thc ruins; hc encouraged the garrison j 
and condemned thc banditti, who infested thc 
city, to suffer military execution.    Provisions 
of ali kinds wcre  fetched from thc provinces, 
by land and by sca; and by his cxamplc and rc~ 
solution, hc stoppcd thc people who wcre dc~ 
termined to abandon a country whích had so 
often been laid waste by similar destruetion. 
But notwithstanding ali thc carc and precau- 
tipns of Count d'Ocyras, who was at this time 
thc tutclary deity and saviour of Lísbon, bc- 
sides thc loss of lives, of cffects, and furniturc, 
there was lost  in merchandíze, money, and 
bankruptcics, produced by this tcrrible event, 
above six millionssterling. Of thc magnificent 

apalace of thc kings of Portugal, not one stone 
remained upon another,   Immensc riches wcre 
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therc dcvoured by the flamcs, as wcll as in the 
patriarchal church, or were buricd in thcir ruins, 
The court, full of alarm and agitation during 
eight daySj had no other asylum but such as 
they found in thcir carriages, and the garden 
of Bellem, a small villa about a league from 
Lisbon. The king and the royal family, while 
they displayed the utmost resignation for them- 
selvesj exercised ali their charity itn consoling 
the unhappy people \ and offered to their view 
an affecting example of greatness of mind, and 
patient resolution. 

The recompence of Carvalho for his mag- 
nanimous conduet on this fatal occasion, was 
the entire and irrevocable confidence of the 
king. This was no more than an act of jus- 
tice to that able Minister, but it heightencd to 
an extreme degree of ragethcjcalousy ofhisnu- 
merous cnemies: strengthened, however, by the 
sovereign power, he began to takc very strong 
measures : he attacked at once the departments 
of the marine, of commerce, and of the finances, 
as well as the elergy, the nobility, and the Je- 
suits : the latter were the first objects of his 
resentment, and the conquest of Paraguay was 
decided and arranged by the court of Madrid. 
The grandees irritated and alarmed, felt their 
own wcakness ^nor had they the courage to 
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make a dircct attack upon this superior cha- 
.racter, whose vcry looks thcy wcrc afraid to cn- 
conntcr. Vengeance is thc clcmcnt of the Por- 
tuguese, but thcy-prcfcr thosc modcs of indulg- 
ing it which are not linble to danger; they do 
not, therefore, consider assassination as a crime, 
bccause, as Moliere says,* it is thc surest way 
toget ridofan anemy. 

An horrible conspiracy was plotting with. 
the utmost secrecy; four persons in thc state 
were concerned in it: the Duke d\Aveiro, 
of the house of Mascarenhas, who trás the hcad 
of it, was allied to the royal farnily. Mor- 
domo-mor grandmaster, or steward of the 
king's houseliold, and thc most powcrfnl no- 
bleman of Portuga) ; he was an ugly, littlc 
raan, of a narrow mind, but vain and wrong- 
headed, deranged in his afFairs, capable of any 
crimes, always cringing to the Minister, whom 
he detested, while he himself was univcrsally 
hatcd and despised. This man was easily ex- 
citcd to commit any crime by the Marchioness 
de Távora, who was the soul of the conspiracy, 
That lady, one of the finest women in Europc, 
of a superior genius and ambition, capable of 
every tliing whether good or bad, was dreaded 

• In his comedy of the Sidíien or L'amourPdntr<. T, 
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at court on accôunt of hcr violcnt disposition, 
haughty spirit, and sarcastic plcasantrics; shc 
wa« the dcclarcd cnemy of Carvalho, and ncvcr 
spoke of him but in thcmost reproachful terms, 
nor did shc treat the king with more respect, 
whose wholc conduet was the public object of 
her satirical insults; cqually the enemy of the 
queen and the princesses, shc treated them as 
hcr cquals. But this tcrrible woman had a 
great ntimbcr of followers, powerful vassnls, 
as weli as largc cstates. Hcr magnificence, 
her profusion, hcr winning looks, gained the 
afFcctions of tire pcople, whom shc managed 
with great addrcss. Shc blended hcr criminal 
disposition and hcr pride with extreme devo- 
tion, and was rnider the direction of an old 
Jcsuit, namcd Malagrida, a fanatical and visio- 
nary character, who believed himself to be 
inspired. íler htisband, a general of cavalry, 
her twochildrcn, her son-in-law, the Count of 
Atouguia, and her daughtcr-in-law, the Mar- 
chioness of Távora, wcre also under the spt- 
ritual direction of the Jcsuits, and subject to 
the will of this imperious woman. It was said 
in Portugal thatthc conspirators had no design 
to hurt the king, and that their sole object was 
Carvalho.    This opinion was founded upon 
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the circumstancc that it was in thc carriage of 
thc Minister the attempt was made upon the 
king ; and as the royal coaches had passed on 
before without having been attacked, it has a 
claim to some degree of credit. After ali, the 
profound mystery in which the whole pro- 
ceeding was involved, allows little more than 
conjecture. 

Thc conspiracy in the rncan time was car- 
ried on with great secrecy and equal indiscre- 
tion. The Duke d'Aveiro, the Marquis de 
Távora, his two sons, thc Count d^touguia, 
the Almeidas, and the Sousa*, wcre the re- 
spectable names which appeared ai the head of 
250 persons of both sexes, who were accom- 
plices without the secret having transpired : 
nevcrtheless, the Duke d'Aveiro, proud at one 
moment, and cringing at another, rendered 
himself suspected by his menaces and indiscreet 
discoursc. Lovc had also its share in this 
.cruel secne. The young Marchioness de Tá- 
vora carried on an intrigue with the king, 
which ali her family considered as an affront, 
and they availed themselves of the mysterious 
visit which hc paid every day to thislady. 

On the day appointed to carry this horrid 
plot into execution, jd Septembcr, 1758, thc 
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conspirators, to thc number of 150, dividcd 
thcmsclvcs into small troops, and took post in 

* different parts of thc way which thc king was 
to pass. His majcsty was in a calash, drawn 
by two mules, conductcd by onc postilion, and 
was accompanicd only by his valct de chambre. 
Thc first band of conspirators Ict him pass on 
till hc was in thc midst of them, whcn 'they 
discharged forty muskcts ;* thc calash was 
^pierced in various placcs, and thc king rcccivcd 
threc wounds, thc most considcrablc of which 
was in his shoulder. His valet de chambre, 
whosé name was Texeira, had thc presence of 
mind to make thc king truckle down at the 
bottom of the chaise, that he might sit over 
him, and at ali risks cover his body. At the 
same time, the postillion, as brave and as faith- 
fui as Texeira, instead of pursuing the road, 
or retnrning back agaín, turned with great 
address, and \vith*thc ntmost speed, into a bye 
way, amidst many other raridom shots, and by 
a circuitous road got  back to the palace of 

* Two men only fired at lhe king's calash, Ferreira, 
who was executed, and Azevedo, who by his early 
escape, shewed himsclf lhe only onc among so many 
conspirators that foresaw what would happen aficr^ 
r/.uds.   Sccthe note next to this."   T, 
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Bellcm.    These two men, to whom the king 
owcd hislifc, wereamply recompensecL 

The king on arriving at the palacc, cover- 
cd himsclf with a cloak belonging to onc of 
bis guards, ordered Carvalho to bc in^tandy 
called to him, and waited aí the gate, ^with- 
out thinking of his wounds, or discovering 
the least sign of pain or apprehension. The 
Ministcx with his usual resolution, and main- 
taining the same magnanimity as his mas- 
ter, prohibited Texeira, the postillion, and 
guards, from making any discovery of what 
had happened. He also recommended to the 
king himsclf silence and dissimulation. Ncvcr- 
thelcss, the news of this event having spread 
abroad, perhaps by the conspirators themselvesK 

the people ran in a state ofalarm and eonfu- 
sion to Bellcm, and the noblcs repaircd to the 
palace. The Duke d'Aveiro appcared the most 
anxious and alarmed of them ali, and offercd 
to placc himsclf at the hcad of the cavalry to 
go in search of the assassins. But Carvalho 
removed his fears, pretended to make him his 
confident, and with a mysterious air, recom- 
mended him to appear to know nothing of the 
matter : neverthcless, the Ministcr alrcady sus- 
pected him, from the knowlcdgc hc had of his 

** 
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turbulent spirit, and thc v/ell knownhatred~hc 
bore to himsclf. Thc king, to dissipatc thc 
fcars of his pcople, appeared at a window, and 
declared from thence, that the report of his 
assassination was false, that thc slight hurt hc 
had rcccived was from no othcr cause but the 
accidental overturning of his calash. To con- 
firm this belief, he engaged m his usual exer- 
cises even before he v/asçured of his wounds, 
and thc agitated spirit of the peoplc was uni- 
versally quicted: even thc conspirators them- 
selvcs,dcceivcd by the general tranquillity, took 
no precautions whatever to prevent discovery, 
and remained at ease. One alone, namcd 
Polycarp, a domestic of the Távora family, 
being suspicious of thismysterious state of ín- 
action quitted thc kingdom. 

Ncvcrthclcss Carvalho, in secrecy and in 
silence, took his mcasures to discover thc au- 
thors of the conspiracy, and chance discovered 
them to him. A valet had an intrigue with a 
servant of the household of Távora, and used 
to mect her lovcr in the gardens. One night, 
while hc was waitingforhis mistress, the con- 
spirators assemblcd near.the spot where hc was 
concealcd ; and after they had conversed about 
the plot that had failed., unfoldcd lhe design 
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of anothèr. The valet hcard ali, and gave im- 
mcdiatc information to the Minister ; who, on 
continuing his inquines, found his suspicions 
confirmed, and was soçn possessed of suíficient 
proofs of the conspiracy, and the persorís con- 
cerncd in it. The more Carvalho thoiight 
Aveiro and Távora criminal, the more he flat- 
tered and caressed them. The first of them, 
through fear, and pcrhaps by the advicc of his 
accomplices, who were more prudent tlian him- 
selfj askcd permission to pass onc month at his 
country scat, under the pretext of re-establish- 
inghis health. Carvalho immediately obtain- 
f d leave for three months. The other had for- 
mcrly solicited a commandry, and the Minis-, 
ter now announccd a grant of it, on the part 
of the king. In sliorí, his Majcsty and the 
Minister so condueted themselvcs, that the 
people not only ceased to speak of the assassi- 
nation, but even to remember any thing con- 
cerning it. 

Neverthelcss, in about six months, Carvalho 
proposcd the marriage of his danghtcr wíth the 
Count of Sampayo, a nobleman of high birth. 
The king accordingly signed the contract of 
marriage, and took upon himsclf the cxpcnccs 
of the wcdding,    AU the grandecs of the king-. 
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dom wcrc invitcd to assist at thc ccrcmony ; 
and thc Duke d'Aveiro returned in great haste 
to Lisbon to bc present at it. Ten battalions 
and as many squadrons of troops arrived thc 
samc night, and at thc same hour in thc capi- 
tal. Therc "wcrc two balis which oceupied 
thc attention of thc city ; thc onc at Bellcm, 
givcn by thc Mtnister, and thc other at thc Long 
Room, a placc of cntcrtainmcnt bclonging to 
forcign merchants, who gave it in honour of 
thc marriaec. At thc samc honr ali thc con- 
spirators wcrc arrested, their palaccs invested, 
and thc process against them being alrcady pre- 
parcd, tenoftheprincipal ofthem wcrecxccutcd 
in thecourscof a wccKjinthc squarcof thc pa- 
lace of Bellcm.» Thc Duke d'Avciro was drawn 
intoquartersby horses,* thc Marquis de Távora, 

* Thc General is far from being correct in thc par- 
ticulars of this bloody secne, whicto is lhe more sur- 
prising as the following account was published by au- 
thority after thc execution. 

" SMurday, Jatuiary 18, 1759, ascaffold havingbccn 
" built in the squarc opposite to thc housc where thc 
u prisoners werc confined, cight whecls wcrc fixed 
<< upon it : on onc corner of thc scaffolding was placed 
<« António Alvares Ferreira, and at lhe other corner 
" thc effigy of Joscph Policarpio de Azevedo, who is 
41 still missing; thesc being thc two persons who fired 
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his two sons, his vvifc, and the Count d'Atou- 
guia his son-in-law, wcre bchcadcd, and four 

inferior accompliccs werc buíncd alive. Aveiro 
died ltke a coward. The rest supportcd their 
tonnents with resolution. But the two crimi- 

nais who  dtspiayed  the  greatest  strength of 

u at the king's cquipage. About half an -hour after 
"'cight o'clock in the vnorning thc execution began. 
4t The Marchioness Távora was the first who was 
ft brought upon the scafFold, whcn she was behcaded 
" at one stroke. Her body was afterwards placed upon 
11 lhe floor of the scaffolding, andeovered witha linen 
" cloih. Yonng Joscph Maria of Távora, thc young 
" Marquisof Távora, thc Count of Atouguia, and three 
" servants of thc Duke of Aveiro, wcre first strangled 
" at a stakc, and aftenvards their limbs broken with 
" an iron instrtmicnt; the Marquis of Távora, genc- 
" ral of horsc, and thc Duke of Aveiro, had their 
" limbs broken alive. The Duke, for greater igno- 
*' miny, was brought harclieadcd to tlic placc of exc- 
*' cution. Thc body and limbs of each of thc crimi- 
ft nals, after they wcre cxccutcd, wcre thrown upon 
" a whecl, and covercd with a linen cloth. Butwhcn 
" António Alvares Ferreira was brought to the stakc 
" whosc scntcncc was to bc burnt alive, thc othe r 
*' bodies wcre exposed to hisview; the combustiblc 

" matter, which had becn laid under the scaffolding, 
" was set on fire, thc wholc machine, with the bodies, 
" wcre consumcd to ashes, and thrown into thesea.' 
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mind on thc occasion, werc a woman, thc old 
Marchioncss de Távora, and a young man of 
ninetecn ycars of age, her second son. He had 
sufFered thc most cruel tortures wittacait ac- 
knowlcdging his guilt ; whcn his father being 
brought to tell him that hc and the other ac- 
compliccs had confessed thc whole, hc repllcd, 
" as you gave me life, you may takc it from 
" me' As for the old Marchioncss, she esca- 
ped thc torture on account of her sex ; but rc- 
ceived her sentence, and saw thc preparations 
for her punishment with an indifference that 
would have donc honour to a better cause. 
She had becn aCcustomed to brcakfast after the 
English fashion, and after she had hcard her 
sentence rcad, and been dressed as usual by her 
women, she demanded her brcakfast, Her 
confessor represented to her that she had some- 
thing elsc to do ; when she answered, " that 
" there was a time for every thing." She took 
her brcakfast in perfect tranquillity, and made 
her women partake of it. Whcn she carne to 
ascend the scaffbld, she said to thosc who òffer- 
cd to assist her, *É I will ascend it alonc, I have 
" not suíFercdthe torture like thc rcst.,, The 
Marquis de Távora, who did not possess an 
equal strength  of mind,  reproached  her for 
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having brought hcr family to such a fate ; shc 
replied, <c support itas I do, and reproach me 
" not." Shc hersclf placcd the fillet over hcr 
cycs, shortened the cfcitics of hcr confessor, en- 
treated the cxccutioncr to dispatch hcr quickly, 
and by dropping hcr handkerchief, gave the 
signal for the fatal stroke. The young Mar- 
diioness de Távora was confined in a convent, 
as well as the young Countcss of Atouguia, 
who has bcen since persecuted by the inquisi- 
tion as a visionary. The principal part of the 
nobility -wcre carricd away and confined* in 
dungeons, while some escapcd ;" of the htter 
rmmberwerethe Almeidas and Sousas. As for 
the Jcsuits, they wcrccxpcllcd from every part 
of the Portugiiesc dominions as accomplices in 
this.horrid conspiracy, but without process or 
proof. Thcre remaincd of them but twenty- 
two, decrepit old men, who wcre shut up in a 
Tília of the Duke d'Aveiro; andeight prisoners, 
of which the most criminal, viz. Malagrida an 
Italiaif, Alcxandcr an Irishman, and Matos, 
a Portugucsc, wcre executed ^ecretly in prison, 
after having been   denounced as chicfs of the 
plot. 

ThcMinister has beenaccused ofgratifying, 
by thesc   executions,  his own  personal ven- 
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gcance. But surcly this crime merited the 
severest chastiseruent; nor could it bc consi- 
dercd as bad policy tohumblc an insolent nobi- 
jitywho insultcd the king, and tyrannizcd over 
the pcople. 

Since, this fatal period, consternation and 
suspicion have not ceased to afflict the Portu- 
guese: every one secs the sword suspended 
over his hcad, and fears the operations of in- 
formers and spies. . The perpetuai scizure of 
persons, proves that the spirit of persecution 
has not yet subsided, and the inhabitants have 
not since this sad catastrophe, enjoycd one tran- 
quil day: the crime is passed, but the punish- 
ment continues. The Mjnister, sure of being 
detested for his unncccssary cruelty, finds no 
security, but in keeping alive the general con- t 
sternation. This cruel necessity has rendered 
him inattentive to the formsof law, and violent 
to an extreme in punishment. His power is 
cemented by the best blood of Portugal, and the 
titlc of Count d'Oeyras, which the king has I 
granted him as a recompense for his services 
is sealed with the same blood, and purchased 
by a long series of decapitations. J 

Thesc two fatal events which followed one 
upon the other, oceupied ali the attention of the' 
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Ministcr,and suspcndcd thc operations ofcvcry 
othcr dcpartmcnt of thc statc whosc strcngth 
they had exhaustcd.    War bcing lightcd up 
throughont-all Europc, the Portugucse, wh o had 
no intcrcst in it,began to rccovcr themselves and 
to draw some advantagc from thc statc pf pcacc 
whichtheyenjoyed. But thcirncutrality was not 
cqually preserved.    Thcy wcrc considercd as 
vcry much  attachcd to thc English ; thcy tri- 
umphcdon thcir victorics, thcy rcccivcd thcm 
with joy into thcir harbours, thcy profited of 
thcir captures, and thcy wcrc regarded rather 
as  the subjects than  thc allics of England. 
This opinion determined the Spanish court to 
attack Portugal,  as .thc best way of attacking 
the English, whom  thcy  considercd   as   thc 
•commercial possessors, at lcast, of Lisbon and 
Oporto.    It-was supposed that this war with 
Portugal would have a considcrablc influence 
on thc negotiations for peacc ; and to accele- 
ratc it, Spain rcsolvcd to break its ncutrality. 
If Portugal had becn subducd, it is certain that 

,snch an event wonld have becn thc source of 
1 great advantagc to Spain at the conclusion of a 
pcace ; but suecess alonc could justify thc con- 
duet which thc court of Madrid pursucd at this 
period. Thatpowcr wasparticularly interested 
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in prcventing the English from aggrandizing 
their power in America, and crushing the 
Frcnch navy ; but this interest did not furnish 
sufficient motives to quit its ncutrality. It 
might, on ali occasions, have favourcd the 
Frcnch, have opencd their ports to them, and 
supplied them with money; but they had no 
just pretence to declare war against England, 
The piracies of certain privateers, which werc 
disavowed by the court of London, and the 
strict but lawfnl examination of Spanish ships 
which carried ammunition to France, werenot 
^sufficient pretexts. Ali the commercial nations 
suffercd the sarneinconvenience, without think- 
Ing thcmselves authorized to take up arms to 
prevent it. Besides these causes of complaint, 
whether well or i 11 founded, Spain hadnothing 
to do with Portugal. War was, however, dc- 
clared in 1762. 

The Portuguese,  who  never  thought  of a 
rupture with Spain, were so  ill  prepared for 
this nnexpected event, that the army was not 
•only in a very bad condition as to discipline, 
&ut alsoas to equipment.    The Minister, who 
was naturally an enemy to military men,  be- 

<ause he kncw nothing of military aíFairs ; and 
Tcckoning upon a long peace, as well as on his 
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own superior polities, hc had totally neglcctcd 
the army, and cmploycd thefunds destined for 
its maintenance, to other objects : hc had not 
even filled np the vacancies in it which had 
becn causcd by the late catastrophe. 

The statc of the Portugucse army appcarcd * 
on paper to consist of 17,000 men, 2,400 of 
which werc cavalry : but in reality it did not 
amountto half that number. When the Count 
de Lippe, a sovercign prince of Gcrmany, 
who was recommended by the English to com- 
mand the army of Portugal, wishcd, on his ar- 
rival, toget a body of troopstogether, m order 
to have some appcarancc at least of an army ; 
'hc could not asscmblc at his first camp of Villa 
Viçosa, more than 5000 men ; thegreater part 
without uniforms and without arms. Elvas, 
Almeida,- and some other places oceupied the 
rest. Therc was ncither artillcry, nor ammuni- 
tion, nor hospitais, nor magazines, nor engi- 
neers, nor officers, nor maps, nor waggons. 

Don Martin dc^Mcllo had rcconrsc, on the 
part of the king of Portugal, to the court of Lon- 
don, which ordered 6000 men to embark for 
Lisbon ; 2000 of thcscwcrc Irish troops, ncwly^' 
raised, conscquently as incapable of defending 
Portugal as the Portugucse thcmselves, and who 
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arrived whcn thc campaign was half ovcr : Lord 
Tyrawley, who commanded these succours, was 
a bad officcr, and a very violent man, calculatcd 
rathcr to throw mattcrs into disordcr than to re- 

' store them.    He was lhe ambássador in Portu 
gal,  who madc so insolent a use of thc favour 
of King John V.   He resumed, on thc present 
occasion, ali his haughty, contemptuous airs, 
and some very warm disputes took placc bc- 
twccn him and Count d'Oeyras; that Minis- 
ter, howcvcr, contrived to get  him recallcd. 
Lord Loudon, whosuccccdcd Tyrawley, Lord 
Townshend  who replaced him,  and  General 
Crawford who followed,  werc cqually hatcd 
for their pride.    Thcy ahvayscncampcd sepa- 
ratcly from Count de Lippc, whosc ordersthey 
refuscd to rcccivc;   in short,  thcy expressed 
their contempt ofthe nativessoopcnly, that thc' 
Portugucsc at lcngth rose up against these cruel 
and insolent allics, and massacred more than 
half of them.    Thcrc was no kind of excess 
which these undisciplincd troops, who wcre 
worse than enemies, did not commit. Upwards 
of 1400 of them perished also in a revoh at    • 
Santarém.    Thc Irish, above all,iwcre so dis- 
ordcrly  and  so wickcd,   that thosc who had 
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escaped thc vengeance of the Portuguesc and re- 
turned to England, were broke and punished. 

No better service was received from nvo 
regiments, called Swiss troops, that thc king 
raiscd in Portugal ; of which onc colonel was 
hung in effigy, while the othcr died in prison -r 

and thc two rcgimcnts wereafterwards reform- 
cd into a single regimcnt of grenadicrs. 

Thc Count de Lippc had also the samc dif- 
ficulties with the Minister, who valucd him- 
self much more, and with reason, on his talents 
for negotiation,than the scícnce of arms, check- 
cd ali his enterprises, opposcd him in every 
thing, and repulsed the German pride by Por- 
tuguesc solemníty. The native generais, jea- 
lousof the honours whích the king shewcd to 
this foreigner, v/ere his greatest enemies. 

The CountdeLippeisaprince distingúisheex" 
by his rnilitary talents; and above ali by his su- 
perior knowledge as an enginecr, and officerof 
artillery. He is hatighty,-presumptuous, ar- 
dem, and leaves much to fortunc. He was 
obliged in Portugal to bend to the various and 
opposing circumstanccs that surrounded him, 
and he there served an apprenticeship to pa- 
tience.    Although he had no opportunity in 
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this campaign to signalize himSelf, his wholc 
conduct proved him to be an ablc and cxperi- 
cnced soldier. 

Such was thc interior statc of Portugal when 
the Spaniards penetrated into it. But thc 
Count d'Oeyras not depending upon an arm- 
ed strength for defence, had recourse to his 
usual polities. He engaged the Queen to sup- 
plicate her mother thc Queen Dowager of 
Spain to dispcl the storm which threatencd to 
destroy Portugal. He employed money, he 
set negotiations on foot, and by these arms, far 
more powerful than those of the Spanish war- 
riors, caused their enterprizes to miscarry. 

Neverthcless thc court of Spain ordercd 
40,coo men to march into Portugal; and from 
/ts powcrs of defence, a rcady judgment might 
be formed of the facility of its conquest. But 
contrary to ali appearance, this army did no- 
thing but what was injurous to Spain itsclf, 
by a great and useless consumption of men, of 
horses, of cattlc, of grain, and above ali of 
money. The Marquis de Sarria, colonel of 
thc Spanish guards, old, bigotted, and without 
talents, was entrusted with thc comraand of 
this army. But besides thc want of vigour and 
capacity   in   this   supcrannuatcd general,   thc 

M4 
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opcrations of thc wa-r wcrc ali cither chcckcd 
or impcdcd by the influencc of pcrsons of thc 
highest, considcration in Spain. Thc war 
Ministcr was an Irishman,* and ali Europc 
suspected himof partiality for his countrymen, 
But whatever the cause might be, the preserva- 
tion of Portugal cost Spain its glory, its trea- 
sure, and an army. 

The extraordinary ignorance of the Spanish 
generais, the want of discipline in their troops, 
the little care thatwas taken to secure snpplies 
of forage and ammunition, werc circumstnnces 
very favourable to the safety of Portugal. The 
cnemy entered into the country without hav- 
ing agrecd upon a plan of the campaign ; and 
the first encampment was at Zamora, April 2r, 
1762. They approached the frontier, without 
being acquainted wkh the country, without 
maps, or guides, or spies. A part of the army 
attacked Miranda, which was blown up by an 
accident. This conquest determined the Spa- 
niards to enter Portugal on the side of Traz os 
Montes ; and it was then only they discovered 
that thefe was a river to pass; but they had 
neither pontoons or boats, and much time was, 

* Don Ricardo Wall. 

*   ^ 
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lost in constructing thcm. May 4, the General 
being at Alcanisas, said publicly, in speaking 
of the Portuguese army, " I cannot disco- 
" ver where these insects are." Bragança, 
Outeiro, and Chaves, being without a single 
soldicr, surrendered without opposition on the 
approaeh of the army. 

The General, May 21, sent a detachment 
against Moncorvo, while 0'Reilly, who com- 
manded the light troops, quitted Chaves to get 
possession of Oporto ; which, howcver, hc did 
not efFect: for he was stopped between Villa 
Real, and Villa Pouca, by 3 or 400 peasants, 
whodrove back his detachment, consisting of 
3000 men, as far as Chaves. Hc owcd this 
defeat to the appearance of fear which he dis- 
covered, and which seems to have becn com- 
mon to ali the commanding officers detached 
from the Spanish army. 

On the evening of Whitsunday, there was 
arí alarm in the camp ; the General ordercd ali 
his artillery to be drawn into the rear, that it 
might not be exposed to the danger of being 
takcn ; by which he deprived his army of ali 
the advantage that might bc derived from field 
picces. 

On June 21, an officer, namcd Alvarez, at- 
M.5     . 
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tackcd thc villagc of Frcixal, and aftcr havíng 
pillaged  it,   sct it on   fire.    Thrcc   hundfcd 
peasants, who wcre shut up in it, and madc 

'some resistance, were converted by thc gazettes 
of Madrid imo 6000 men.    Aftcr such a bril- 
liant expcditionr the army  took   thc  road  of 
Zamora, and it was determined to lay siege ta 
Almeida.    On  thc 4th  of Augnst thc place 
was invested ; on thc i5th thc trenches wcre 
opened without thc lcast difficulty,  as thc be- 
sicgcd did not, diiring thc conrse of thc siege, 
discharge more than four or five cannon.    On 
the 25th thc place surrendered, although no 
breach had becn  made,  nor thc first parallcl 
completed.      The   baltcrrcs  of  thc   besiegers 
wcre at thc distance of 1800   fect from  thc 
walls, and thc siege was attcndcd wrth the loss 
only of an ostlcr, a labonrer, and four horses \ 
not one person was woundcd dtiring thc short 
time it Iasted.    Thcre wcre found in thc town- 
nincty-six. picces of cannon of different calibres, 
ali  sorts of ammunitíon and  provisions, and 
3600 Portugucse,  who  composcd its garrison, 
ali unhurt and in good health.    Almeida is a 
considerablc place,-and might have stopped thc 
progress of thc Spaniards for at lcast a month : 
but thc governor was fourscorc ycars ofage, 

•*. 



ACCOUNT OF PORTUGAL. 25 I 

had been a captain of cavalry in the war of the 
succession, and was a vain-glorious charactcr» 
A very able engineer, named Miron, who hacl 
thrown himself into the place, was anxious to 
put it in a state of defence, but the governor 
having refused toadvance the money necessary 
to carry on the works, a dozen of English and 
Scotch officers, who were at the hcad of the 
regiments in garrison, raised among themselvcs 
a very considerable sum for that purpose. But 
when Miron, on the strcngth of this subscrip- 
tion, was determined to bcgin his works, and 
spoke firmly on the subject, the governor order- 
ed him to bc confined in irons, and sent him 
to be tried at Lisbon. Having, however, de- 
prived himself of his engineer, he retircd into 
his chamber, where he passed ali the time of 
the siege in reciting his rosary. When the 
English officers ordcred the Portuguese garrison 
to man the outworks, thcy revolted and refused 
to obey. Not a single man was seen in thc 
covered way, wor along the curtains during the 
whole siege, so that no place was ever taken 
%vith more ease; and if the Spaniards could 
have conecived the interior state of the town 
and garrison, thcy would not have given them- 
selvcs the trouble to open the-trenches. 
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After this siegc thc Spaniards were more em- 
bârrassed than bcforc,  as to where thcy werc 
to go, or what they should do.    They had cal- 
culated that the siege would have occupied thc 
whole campaign, and no furtherplan had bccn 
thought of.    Besidcs, the war was carricd on 
by couriers, and thc court rcgulated ali the ope- 

, /ations at thc distance of an  hundred leagues. 
Old Marquis de Sarria was now removed, and 
the Count d'Aranda  substituted to command 
the army.    This ncw general made an attack 
,íipon Villa Velha, on the banks of the Tagus. 
Nevertheless, the Portugucse, encouraged by the. 
indecision of the Spaniards, strengthened by the 
support of the English, and animated by thc 
Count de Lippe, ventured to take the field, and 
encamped to the number of .17,000 mcn at 
Abrantes, and Punhete ;  while asmall campof , 
Portugnese volnnteers, commanded by a brave 
Scotchman, of the namc of Hamilton, and rein- 
forcedby two English battalions, and some com- 
panies of grenadiers, were posted upon the left 
.bankof thc Tagus, opposite Villa Velha, whose 
castle was garrisoned by three hundred Portu- 
guesc.    Alvarez had taken this castle without. 
much  danger, as it surrendered  at thc first 
snusket  shot.     During the march  to  Villa 
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Velha, thc Count de Lippe had sent Colonel 
Burgoyne with his English dragoons, and six 
companics of grenadiers, four of which were 
Portuguese, to attack Valença d'Alcantara, of 
which that officcr got posscssion withoiH any' 
resistancc, and afterwards pillaged it.   Valença 
is surrounded with walls, and contained a gar- 
risonof 1200 militia,  undcr thc  command of* 
a brigadier general.    This affront, howcver, 
was soon  forgotten  by thc  Spaniards.     Thc* 
capture of Villa Velha had increased thc con- 
fidence of the detachment  of Alvarez,  who, 
despising thc enemy, abandoned themsclvcs to a 

'   fallacious security.    Hamilton perceived thcir 
negligence,  passed a ford of thc river by night 
with 300 men, half of them English, surprised- 
the camp of Alvarez, consisting of 2000 men, 
the flower of the Spanish army, spiked thcir 
cannon, and repassed the Tagus without loss, 
leaving behind him no common secne of disor- 
der and confusion. 

Such were thetransactions of this campaign - 
which finished in thc month of Scptember. 
The Spanish army rctired to Alcântara, but at 
the samc time an attack "was made upon Cam- 
po Mayor, which failed, becausc the detach- 
ment destincd to this object arrived with a 

^__ 
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view to surprisc thc place at noon-day. The 
Spanish forces, ivhcn they arrrivcd at thc fron- 
ticr, were reduced to 25,000 men, and neverdid 
troops*expcrience a more horriblc campaign. 
The sick and the stragglcrs were almost ali of 
them massacred by thc pcasants, who were 
rendercd ferocions by the marauding conduet 
of thc Spanish army, and emboldcncd by the 
timidity of its generais. 

Spain was much more successful in Ame- 
rica. Ccvallos, thc governor of Buenos Ay- 
res, made himself master of the colony of St. 
Sacrement, and thc island of St. Gabriel, 
which thc Portugucse knew not how to de- 
fend, and endeavoured in vain to retake ; but 
this advantage did not compensatc for the 
ill-success of the campaign in Portugal ; it 
covered Spain with dishonour, and cxhausted 
her to such a degree as to kcep her quiet till 
thc pcace. 

This war, which might have crushed Por- 
tugal* gave it a degree of vigour and elasticity 
which it did not possess before ; and produced 
a military spirit that still exists, though it rc- 
ceived some diminution from the absence of 
Count de Lippe. The Count d'Ocyras.availed 
himsclf of thesc suecesses, and  of thc rc-csta- 
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blishmcnt of thc army, to render himself still 
more powerful, andtoforward his designs. 

But themisfortunes of the reign of Joscphl. 
had not yet ceased. Two years after the war, 
thc customhouse was entirely consumed by 
fire, with every thing it contained. This was 
a severe blow 011 the commerce of thc country, 
many persons were entirely ruined by the 
event, and many bankruptcies followed. It 
was said, indeed, that this conflagration was 
not attended with a general loss, as the most 
valuable merchandise was in other ware- 
houses, and that the building was purposely 
set on firc. But be that as it may, commerce 
must havc becn severely affected by 4he acci- 
dent, and thc commercial sccurity of Lisbon 
considcrabíy diminished. 

It has been remarked, that during and sincé 
the war, thc Portuguesc army received vcry 
great detrimcnt from the disunion that sub- 
sistcd, not betwecn thc foreign and the native 
troops, but among thc foreigners themselves. 
The officers were divided into two factions, 
the English or the Scotch, and the Germans, 
comprehending also the Swiss and thc Frcnch. 
Thc history of ali the trifling disngrcemcnts 
and revolutions which took place in the army 
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of Portugal, wonld contain a tissuc of events 
disgraceful to thc militar}' charactcr ; bnt as 
the advcntnre of thc íinforlnnate Graveron, 
Coloncl of the royal forcign regimcnt, has 
been mcntioncd in thc diffcrcnt gazcttes of 
Europc, it may satisfy curiosity to give in this 
place an impartial acconnt of his death. 

Gravcron, known in Franceby the name of 
Peiferrier, was of honourable birth, and first 
served in the Mousquetaires of France ; after- 
wards a captain of dragoons, he was at lcngth 
aid de camp of Count d'Herouville, a lieu- 
tcnant general, wlio, in 1762, procurcd him 
recommendations to Portugal, where the hope 
of advancing his fortune had led him. Thc 
Count de Lippe immcdiatcly conecived a re- 
gard for this officer, whosc social q\ialities ren- 
dered him very agreeablc, and made him major 
of cavalry. Thc first moments of his ad- 
vancement werc stained by politicai intrigues, 
whichafterwardsgave an appearancc of justice 
to his sad catastrophe.    • 

While Graveron was major of cavalry, 
there "\vcre two regiments in the Portuguese 
army, which having becn raiscd by two Swiss 
officers, took thc namc of their country. The 
English faction wcre very violent against thc 
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formation of thesc corps, and thcir two com- 
manding officers, in conscqucnce of accusa- 
tions, whethcr just or unjust I do not prctend 
to determine, were committcd to prison. One 
of them, named De Saussure, died in confinc- 
ment, and was afterwards declarcd innocent ; 
the other, considcrcdasculpablc,butabravesoI- 
dier, saved himself by flight and was hungin effi- 
gy. Graveron, influenced solely by liis interest, 
paid his court to the English, by promoting the 
disgracc of the Swiss officers ; and he rcccivcd 
a recompense for his services: the two regi- 
ments wcre formed intoone, as I have saidal- 
ready, and given to him. He was very indis- 
crect in the management of his corps ; but 
he brought on his fatc by spcakingand writ- 
ing with too little precaution on the conduet 
of govcrnmcnt. The expences of his regi- 
ment was also cqual to thosc of two Portu- 
guesc regiments ; and that circumstance con- 
tributed to his ruin. He was ordered to Lis- 
bon in'1766, where having becn arrested with 
his staff officers, the regiment .was disarmed. 
He was aceused of having ill-managcd the fi- 
nances of his corps, of making false returns, 
and of having changed his namc; such wcre 
the principal articlcs of aceusation ; but they 
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wcre sufficient, supportcd as they wcre by an 
authority that was irresistible, while his real 
crimes wcre his imprudent opinions of the 
govcrnment, and an improper choicc of offi- 
cers in his regiment. As hc could not be 
condemned to suffer death by any military 
tiw, the council of war acquitted hirn. Hc 
was, howevcr, farther consigned to the civil 
jtidges, who, according to the ancient laws of 
the kingdom,'condemned him to be hanged ; 
which sentence, as a matter of favour, was 
changed into decapitation. This outrageous 
and unjust sentence was confirmed by the mi- 
litary judges, who ali signed his sentence by 
order of the king, except Don Bernardo Mello, 
brother of the ambassador to the court of Lon- 
don, a ficld marshal, governor of Elvas, and 
a most npright and humane noblcman. It is 
very evident, that these proceedings were no 
more than a pretext to disband the regiment, 
and the execution of its commander was con- 
sidercd as the most ready way of doing it. 

This unfortunate officer was abandoned by 
the minister of his nation ; and the English 
did not hesitate to spcak in the most outra- 
geous terms of that desertion, because they 
always possess too much consideration for the 



ACCOUNT OF  PORTUGAL. 259 

life of a fellow-citizen, cven if hc is culpable, 
to abandon him to thc capricc of foreigncrs. 

At lcngth Portugal sustaincd a shock which 
madc it trcmblc to its centre. This was the 
general revolt of Brasil, of which thc causes 
have becn deduced in a preceding chapter, un- 
der thc article Commcrce. General Bohm, a 
creature of the Minister, was sent there wiih 
five battalions. 

V 
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CHAPTER   IX. 

POLITICAL STATE  OF PORTUGAL. 

THE politicai state of Portugal may be said to 
be a state of compulsion; for this nation can- 
not consult its inclinations, in its cnmities or 
its alliances, The court of Lisbon is attaclied 
by necessity, to that of London, is thc enemy 
of Spain, from natural circumstances, and of 
France, as being the rival of England. The 
power whicliposscsscsthc strongest naval force, 
will neccssarily have a predominam influenee 
in the Portuguese government, because the ul- 
tra-mnrinc possessions of Portugal, those prin- 
cipal sources of its support, are open to inva- 
sion; while neither its navy or its army cau 
administer a sufficient strength to defend them 
against an cnemy who has a superior marine. 

It might have been possible at a former 
period, by engaging Portugal in the family 
compact, to have rendered a great service 
to ali the  southern  part of Europe ; but the 
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decay of the Frendi navy,  and thc growing 
strcngth of thc English, thcir numerous ships 
of war, thc cfficacious succour they have so long 
afFordcd to thc Portuguese, thc ancicnt and in- 
timate union of thc courts of Lisbon and Lon-    * 
don, thc confcdcration of thc courts of Ver-, 
saillcs and Madrid against  England, have de- 
cldcd thc Portuguesc to join thc party to which 
thcir interest directed th cm,   indepcndant of 
that fear" which is thc principie of thcir alli- 
ance with thc English, of whom they niay he 
rather said to bc subjects than thc allics.    Bc- 
sides, they have never been snfFcrcd to remain 
neutral; they have becn attackcd and exaspe- 
ratcd ;   and the disgraccful cainpaign of 1762, 
has complctcd  the alienation  of thcir  minds 
from, and added insurmountable obstacles to 
an alliance with Francc ; of which thc unfor- I 
tunatc war in 1757, had already dcstroycd ali 
possibility,    If, howcvcr, in a future war thc 
French arms shouldbc more succesful, the Por- 
tuguese might be detached from thcir alliance 
with England ;  and being forced, in thc first 
ínstance,  to  observe a ncutrality, they might 
be led on to engage in a confcdcration against I 
that samc powcr which kecps theni in subjec- I 
tion.    It bclongs to Francc to break in picces j 
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thc fcttcrs of Portugal,   not by negotiations, 
but by thc supcriority of its arms. 

A good understanding betwecn Portugal, 
Spain, and Francc is now bccome a subjcct 
of conjecture: nay, there are thosc who 
pretend to foresce an alliancc which will tlc- 
stroy thc seeds of war. I will suppose such 
an event, and examine its consequences. Thc 
Portuguese would, it is true, always enjoy a 
partial state of neutrality; but it would be 
better surcly to have them for declarcd ene- 
mies, because a war with them would always 
prove thc mcans of revenge against England, 
by causing a considerablc diversion of its 
power ; while a simplc peace with Portugal 
would secure thc English commcrcc at Lisbon 
and Oporto, and deprive Spain of thc indem- 
niiics which the war might procure it. In 
short, Portugal rnust be forced into a complete 
alliancc, or to open war. It must be brought 
into thc situation, to choosc dccidedly betwecn 
France and England. Hcre is thc great dif- 
ficulty. But can"it bc supposed that thc court 
of Lisbon will abandon thc alliancc of Eng- 
land, who sustains it, who holds ali its facto- 
ries, is ai thc hcad of its companies; on whom 
it depends to escort thc Brasil flcets, or lo cap- 
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ture thcm, to protect their colonics, or to ruin 
them, to furnish subsistence to Lisbon, or to 
cxpose it to famine in blocking up its harbour; 
who holds thc government in its hand from 
fcar, and tlie nation from intcrest ? What an 
advantagc would Portugal derive from an alli- 
ance with France and Spain, who could cnablc 
her to repair her losses, and wouldprevent her 
ruin. 

Itis probable,however,that two reasons may 
infiucnce Count d'Oeyras to direct  his  nego- 
tiations and politicai sagacity in favour of the 
enemies of England.    ist. His great age, and 
his aversion to military men, must naturally 
produce a wish to terminate in peace hisadmi- 
nistration  and his lifc, and to amuse the two 
courts with whom hc treats,  with the appear- 
ance of good-will.     2d. The widowhood of 
the young emperor which renews thc preten- 
sions of Portugal, and the re-union of the two 
cofirts which may prove a bar to thc views of 
that of Lisbon, respecting the marriage of the 
young Infanta.    Such are thc real motivesof 
thc apparcnt good-will of the Count d'Ocyras, 
of the good  understanding which rcigns, and 
the negotiations which may bc procceding be- 
tween the threé courts. 
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I do not hcsitatc to offcr my concluding 
opinion, that force alonc can brcak tliosc trca- 
tics which Itavc bccn ccmcntcd by force, and 
that the cnmity or the friendship of Portugal, 
depends on the suecess of a future war. Then 
the Gordian knot must bc cut, that cannot bc 
unlied. 

í 

I^A 
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CHAPTER  X. 

COUNT D'OEYRAS. 

I CAKNOT better finish this dcscriptiorl of 
Portugal, than by giving a portrait of this great 
Minister, who is the creatorofit; in whose 
hands it has recovered its strength, and been 
restored to that state of goõd order which it 
now cnjoys. It is an homagc which is duc to 
agreatman, whom his cnemies have blackened, 
and whom the Spaniards, either frorri pride or 
ígnorance, do not cstccm as hc dcservcs. 

Portugal is indebted for its prcscnt strength 
-and prosperous condition, to the Count d'Oey- 
ras. He has cxtricated his country from that 
state of barbarism, ignorancc, and brutalityin- 
to which it had fallen, and avalled himself of 
the alliance with England, topolish its pcople, 
to strengtlien its government, and to render 
the kingdom respectable. 

His Iife is a tissue of extraordinary adven- 
tures, which prove the superiority of his gc- 
nius,  and that he was fórmed to govern. • 
Sebastian Joseph Carvalho was born in 1669. 

N 
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of a noblc family of Coimbra.    He was cdu- 
cated in the university of that place, wherc hc 
made great progress in his studies, and distiu- 
guished himself by his gcnius.    But being in- 
fluenced by his passions, and instigatcd by an 
irrcsistible vivacity of temper,  lie dctcrmincd 
upon the profession-of arms, and he entered, at 
a very early age, into a corps of twenty-four 
archcrs of the palace guard, in the reign  of 
John V.    Hc there distinguished himsclf by 
his talents and courage ; but as neither the onc. 
or the  other .would submit to discipline, he 
committed a variety of fcllics, and was dis- 
charged from that corps.   -At^ this period the 
infant Don António, brpther of King John V. 
a man of a cruel and ferocious character, took 
creat   delight  in. nocturnal   combats.     The 
streets of Lisbon/vvere, every night, infested 
by bandsof armed men in search of adventures. 
The prince, who was  the .chief cause of ali 
these  disorders, frequented  the streets at the 
hcad of a band of gentlemen, for the plcasure 
of  attacking   and   insnlting   the   passengers. 
Thesc armed bands were callcd Ranchos.    A 
savage emulation possessed ali the higher nobi- . 
lity. The Duke de Cadaval, the Marquises of 
Marialva and- Cascaes,  the Aveiras and the 
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Óbidos had cach thcir Rancho. The ren- 
countcrs of these illustrious banditti werc cvcry 
night signalized by wounds and murders, and 
produced a kind of civil war in thc capital, 
and nnder the cye of the king. Foreigncrs 
formcd themselves into leagucs offènsive and 
dcfcnsivc; and undcr tliis prctcncc, sailors came 
ashorc in bodies, attacked thc bravos of Lis- 
bon, and robbcd thcm whcn they trcre strong 
enough to effect their purposc. 

Carvalho, distinguished for a fine and al- 
most gigantic figure, an uncommon strength, 
an invincible conrage, and handsome countc- 
nancc, and superior understanding, determined 
to take the lead of ali the bravos of his time. 
Heaccordingly associatcd himself with another 
young man like himself* They wore white 
hats and shoes, in order that they might be 
known in the obscurity of thc night, and made 
a practicc of attacking by themselves ali these 
Ranchos, whom they often put to flight, bnt 
not without great hazard and frequent wounds. 
To these cfForts of rash precipitntc valonr, the 
two champions joined the gallantry of chival- 
ry. Carvalho having captivatcd the hcart 
of a young lady of the illustrious housc of 
Aveiro, borc her off", and marricd herin spite 

Na 
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of her family; who, considering such an alli- 
ancc as disgraceful to thcm, employcd ali thcir 
powcr to prcvcnt it. Carvalho, for some time 
resisted ali the opposing effbrts of that family, 
escapei! from ali the ambuscades which they 
had preparcd for him, and braved thcir poi- 
son and thcir daggers. The Friar Gaspard, 
who was his rclation, alarmed at the fate 
which threatcncd him, and foresceing wliat he 
might one day bc, sent him to Vicnna, as se- 
cretary to the embassy. It was in this cm- 
ploymcnt that the talents of Carvalho un- 
folded thcmsclves. In this interval, hc was 
informed of the death of his wife, who was 
suspected of having becn poisoned by her fa- 
mily. Bcing thus freed from such a danger- 
ous connection, he had the good fortune to 
plcase a lady, who was a rclation of the famous 
-Count Daun ; but he experienced great difft- 
culty in obtaining her in marriage. The Por- 
tuguese ambassador, howevcr, who was the 
Marquis de Tancos, encouraged his passion, 
and to remove every obstacle to the attain- 
ment of its object, procured the appointment 
pf Carvalho to sueceed him in the embassy. 
In this advancement, the marriage to which 
he aspircd found no further obstruetion, and 
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was immediately solemnized. He now began 
to fulfil the hopcs which toad becn formed of 
him ; his dispatches gained the admiration of 
the coimei!, who discerned in them that supe- 
rior politicai sagacíty, that precision and ac- 
curacy, which he has since displayed in ali the 
concerns of his administration. 

« 

On the death of John V. he was recalled to 
Portugal, and placed in the council, of which 
he soon became the oracle and the master. 
Don Diego de Mendoça his predecessor was 
banished, and Carvalho possessed himself of 
the reins of government; nor lias tliere ever 
been a more stormy or more glorious admi- 
nistration than his. He found himself sur- 
rounded by enemies ; above ali, by the Avciros, 
whose destruetion he completed about two 
years since, by imprisoning the last of that fa- 
mily at his return from the vice-royalty of 
the Indics. Ali the first rank of nobility, who 
werc full of indignation at seeing the supreme 
power in the hands of a man only of the sc- 
cond order, formed a league against him. It 
required ali his courage to overcome the dan- 
gers that surrounded him, as *well from the 
malignity of his enemies, as from the extraor- 
dinary events of his period.    But the greater 
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thc pcril, thc more the grcatness of liis mind 
discovered itself. In ali thc storms and tem- 
pests which hc encotintcred, hc never Ict go 
thc chain of thosc designs which he had pro- 
jected for the good of the state. His universal 
genius embraced ali its departments, attackcd 
every abuse, remedicd every evil, tore up every 
bad root, and planted better. Notwithstand- 
ing ali the attacks of his enemies, their false- 
hoods and their calumnies, he must bc consi- 
dercd as thc restorer of Portugal, which was in 
extreme danger in 1766, whe*i it was expectr 
cd he would not survive the illness that aífiict- 
cd him, btit from which he recovered. Thc 
king and every good citizen was in a statc of 
real consternation. The most malignant ha- 
tred, or a blind prejudice, could alonc bc insen- 
sible to the menaccd calamity. To,good order, 
and a plan of govcrnment founded in wisdom, 
anarchy would have sueceeded. Portugal, 
which under his administration had advanced 
at least half a century, would, on his death, 
have fallen back to an equal distance. Ali the 
various departments of govcrnment were now 
institutions established- by him, and would have 
fallen with him. Unfortunately for Portugal, 
thc Count d'Ocyras is alrcady far advanced in 
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ycars, and his plans will be ill exccutcd by a 
successor, evcn if hc should possess the intc- 
grity and thc undcrstanding to foliow thcm; 
and it will rcquirc at Icast twenty-five ycars 
of thc samc vigorous effbrts, to producc thc 
fruits of his important labours. 

This Ministcr has a passion for writing on 
abstrusc subjects, and bordersa littlc on pedan- 
try. Hc has pcrsonally attackcd thc Jesuits 
■with his pen, and almost ali the various litcrary 
works which havc appearcd within thesc ten 
ycars in Portugal, upon Agriculturc, upon the 
Jesuits, on the Collegc of Nobles, on the Non- 
infallibility of the Pope, are of his writing. 
It is impossible bnt the public business must 
havc suffered, from the time he cmployed in 
these trifles, especially at his advanced age. 

The Count d'Ocyras is very tall, and pos- 
sesses a very imposing countenance; hc is very 
-witty, and has a storchousc of knowledgc. 
His politeness to forcigners, his amiable de- 
meanour in socicty, his unaltcrablc resolution, 
his profound knowledge of polities, his florid 
cloquence, and his extensive information, may 
justify thc comparing him to Cardinal Riche- 
licu. Therc is indeed a very striking coinci- 
dence in the characters and circumstanccs of 
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thcsc cmincnt Ministcrs. 'Both of tlicm rose 
from modcratc birth and sinall fortune to the 
highest honours. Both of thcm employcd ter- 
ror as the engine of their governmcnt, cs- 
tablished the royal authority by cutting ofV 
hcads, and humbling an insolent nobility. Both 
of thcm wefe ridiculously fond of passing 
for wits, and men of universal knowledgc ; / 
both of thcm wcregrcat politicians, imperious 
masters, irrcconcilcablc enemies, and amiablc 
in socicty. Both of thcm attaincd their splen- 
did elevation by noblc mcans, without pay- 
ing their court to Fortune, and both acquircd 
immense riches. 

The Count d*Ocyras, as well as the Cardi- 
nal, is an honour to his nation, as well as the 
support of it; and from whence hc receivesthe 
rcturn of hatredand ingratitude; against which 
hc cmploys, after the examplc of Richclieu, 
that resolution and severity which place him 
^ibovc ali fcar. Hc found abuse dceply rooted 
in every department of the statc ; and he pu- 
nished without fcaring insurrection ; hc has 
overthrown the great, "and made the brave 
tremblc.    Hc laboured  without ccasing, and II 
wilh   an   indcfatigable   zcal,    to   render   his * 
country, by the ineans of commerce, popu- 
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lation, and agriculturc, independem of Eng- 
land. 

He cnjoycd grcat richesj bnt they wcrc ac- 
quired with honour. His wcalth is so irn- 
mense, that he did not escape the imputation of 
avarice, from which, pcrhaps, it is not altogc- 
ther possible to exculpatê him, as his expences 
werc by no mcans equal to his fortune and 
his rank. For his personal security, he is al- 
ways attendcd by a troopof forty guardsjwell 
mounted and armed, which causcd an outery 
against him, as it appcarcd extraordinary to 
sec the Minister surrounded by soldiers with 
their drawn swords, while the King often goes 
abont Lisbon withoutany guards at ali. There 
are, indeed, no regiments specially appointed 
to attend his Majesty \ but whcn it is neces- 
sary for him to have a military escort, it is 
formed from the cavalry regiments. This 
precaution of the Minister, though uncommon, 
is absolutely necessary in the midst of a nation 
who are ignoram, superstitious, and mutinous; 
and whosc nobles have ahvays bcen the prin- 
cipal enemies of the state, are rendered still 
more dangerous by their cowardly character. 

The Minister had by his second wife two 
sons and two daughtcrs, who rescmble him in 

/ 
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nothiríg; and, stirprising as it may appenr, 
whose education was entirely ncglcctcd. • The 
reputation and splendid character of Count 
cTOeyras, will not bc established till after his 
dcath ; it will then be complete, and he will 
be regretted as he ought; because it will bedif- 
ficuhto fill his place with a successor eqiial to 
himself. Merit is ncither hereditary nor suc- 
cessive, nor is it attached to the office of a mi- 
nister : on the contrary, its too frequent sepa- 
ration from thence, may beranked amongtKe 
calamities of human natura/ 

THE   END. 
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