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PREFACE

HE following Sheets contain the moft

l authentick Information that can be ob-

tained, of the real Motives for the late Confpi-

racy againft, and of the horrid Attempt upon

his Moft Faithful Majefty, with whatever after-

- wards occurred in relation to that dreadful Af-

. fair, which now fo much employs the Atten-
tion of the Publick.

Tae various Relations already publifhed,
feem to be rather the Fruits of wanton Ima-
gination, than a real Knowledge of Fads;
And, therefore, my noble Friend, who is well
known for his generous Regard to this Coun-
try, permitted me to tranflate the following
Letter, for the better Information thereof, If
I have taken fome Liberties in commenting
~ upon the illuftrious Writer of it, I hope nei-

ther my Patron will be offended, or the Reader
think the worfe of my Principles or Opinions.

The EpiToOR,
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INTRODUCTION.

N\ORTUGAL, is fituated between the 7th
P and 1oth Degrees of Weftern Longitude, and
the 37th and 42d Degrees of North Lati-
tude, and is the moft welterly Kingdom of Europe.
Its Boundary, on the North and Eaf, is the King-
dom of Spain, of which it was anciently a Pro-
vince, and on the Weit and South, the Atantick
Ocean; and it is not more than about 300 Miles
in length and 100 in breadth.

If Portugal is not fo fertile as Spain, in compen-
fation of that defec, the Inhabitants are not tortur-
ed with the intenfe Heat that reigns in the latter;
particularly on the Sea Coaft, where they are
gently fann’d by fucceflive Sea Breezes; and
tho’ throughout the Country, fome of the bar-
reneft Mountains, appear and difguft the Eyes of
the Stranger, yet towards their Bafes, Vines are
planted, which, crawling on every Side with a kind
of wild Luxuriance, wonderfully chear the Travel-
ler’s Sight with their agreeable Verdure, The Coun-
try does not produce Corn, {ufficient for the Inhabi-
tants Subfiftence, for they are very frequently fup-
plied from England and Holland ; notwithftanding
which, the Pealants and Country People, are forced
10 content themfelves with Indian Corn, which is
not to be praifed, for any remarkable delicacy or
finenefs,  Their Cattle are lean, owing to the
nature and fcarcity of their Pafturage, and the
Fleth is far from being relithable to an Englijh

-Palate.  But this Soil produces an amazing Plenty
of Olives, Oranges, Lemons, Chefouts, Almonds,
Figs and Raifins, and the generous Grape feems
intended as a- Recompence for the many Defici-
encies Porsugal labours under. The Air is generally

B rec-
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reckoned healthful, and is often tempered with
refrething Gales, and fruitful Showers.

The chief Rivers, that Water the Kingdom of
Portugal with their Streams, are the Zagus, the
Guadiana, the Minbo and the Douro, which have
all their rife in Spain, crofs the Kingdom of Poriu-
gal, and difcharge themfelves into the Atlantick
Ocean; the Mondego, which, rifing on the Eaft-
ern Side of Portugal, rans Welt, and falls alfo
into the Atlantick, as do three other Rivers, the
Vouga, the Lima, and the Cada. 'The principal
Bays and Harbours are thofe of Lifbon, St. Ubes,
Oporto and Lages. The moft noted Capes or
Promontories, are thofe of, 1. St. Pincent, which
lies in 10° W, Long. and in 36° : 55’ of N. Lat.
is the moft S. Wefterly Promontory of Portugal,
and 25 Miles Weft of Lagos: 2. Cape Efpi-
chel: 3. Cape Roxa, or Roxemt, commonly called
the Rock of Lifbon, in Long. 10° W. and Lat.
38°: 50’ fitvated in the Atlantick Ocean, at the
North Entrance of the River Tagus, and 22 Miles
Wett of Lifbon ; and 4. Cape Mondego.

Portugal contains Six Provinces, viz! " :

1. 2. Entre Minbos Douro and Tralos Montes,
on the North. i34

3: 4. Beira and Eftremadura, in the Middle; and

5. 6. Entre Tayo and Guadiana, commonly called
Alentejo and Algarva, on the South. -

Of each of thefe I fhall fay fomewhat briefly.

The Province of Entre Minkos Douro, has the
River Minbo on the North, the Douro on the
South, and the Aantick Ocean - on the Weit.
The Cultivation of Vineyards is greatly encreafed
of late Years, in this Province, occafioned by the
Englifh having taken off fuch Quantiries of their
Portugal “Wines, tho® the Vines are fmaller than
thofe -of " the fouthern Parts ~of 'the ‘Kingdom. -
The chief Towns-in this Province are Oporto,

= Viana,
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Viana, Braga,  Caminba, Moncaon, Ponte de Lima,
Guimaraez and Amarante. “

Port, Porto, or Oporto, formerly Portucale,
ftands on the Side of a -craggy Mountain, the
Foot of which is laved by the River Douro.
It is about three Miles from the Mouth of the
River. When Ships are in the Harbour, they
have very good anchorage and commodious rid-
ing ; but the Entrance is very difficult, by reafon
of the Rocks and Sands, which make a Bar that
mult be pals’d at high Water, and cannot be at-
tempted without the Afliftance of a coafting
Pilot. The Streets are tolerably commodious
and well paved; but to walk in them much is
really exceflively tirefome, by reafon of the Ine-
qualities, and frequent Afcents and Delcents of
the Ground the City ftands upon. Ships lie here
clofe to a fine Key, where they lade and unlade.
The Inhabitants, exclufive of Merchants who re-
pair here for Traffick, may be computed at 5600
or 6ooo Souls. It is a Bifhop’s See, -has an Aca-
demy for young Gentlemen to learn their Exer-
cifes, and one of the fovereign Courts here hold
their Seflion. There, is alfo an Arfenal, Docks
and Yards for fitting out Ships of War. The
Town is naturally inacceffible by Sea, but on the
land Side ic is fortified only with an ojd Wall,

.fome weak and almoft ruinous. Towers, and a
fmall Fort with 4 Baftions. :

Viana de Foz de Lima, is pleafantly fituated on
the Sea Coaft, 36 Miles from Oporto, has a good
Harbour, but of a difficult Entrance, and is adorn-
ed with fome good Buildings. - There is a Cita-
del, regularly %ortiﬁed, at the Entrance of the
Port, and it is now a Place of good Trade.

_Braga, is an_Antient City, the See of an ‘Arch-
bifhop; ftands about 15 Miles from the Ocean,
Ealtward, and 180 North of Liffon. It has five

B2 Parifhes
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Parifhes and contains about 3000 Families. The
Buildings are more remarkable for their Antiquity,
than for their Elegance. The Archbithop has a
Sword, as well as a Crofs carried before him,
being temporal as well as fpiritval Lord of the
City' and Diftri€k. Braga is the Capital of the
Province, and the Country about Braga, produ-
ces Corn, Wine and Fruit, and large Flocks of
Sheep are fed in their plentiful Paftures. :

The Province of Tralos Montes, befides its Ca-
pital Braganza the antient Brigantium, has the
Towns of Miranda de Doure, Chaves, Villa Real,
Almeida, and Caftel Rodrigo. :

Braganza is fituated on"a Plain, and divided into
the old and new Towns, the former defended by
antique and double Walls, and the latter has a
Fort of fome Strength, with four Baftions, to de-
fend it. It may contain about 6co or 700 Fami-
lies. It is alfo the Capital of the Dutchy of Bra-
ganza, the Patrimony of his prefent moft faithful
Majefty. :

The Province of Beira, is extremely pleafant
and beautifully planted with Vines and Olives, Co-
imbra, or Comimbra, the Capital, ftands on an Emi-
nence, on the North Side of the River Mondego
at the Extremity of a beautiful Plain, 9o Miles
North of Lifbon and 18 Miles from the Sea. Itis
the moft celebrated Univerfity in the Kingdom, is
a Bithop’s See, and contains one of the Tribunals
6f the Inquifition. In it are feven Parithes, five
Monafteries, four Nunneries, 16 Colleges, a Houfé
of Mercy, and an ‘Hofpital. ~ The Inhabitants
amount to about 5000 Families. The moft re-
markable ‘Fabrick here is the Bridge, built of
Stone, which has 29 Arches. There are two

" rows of Arches, one above another, which form
a covered Way, thro’ which one paffes without
being expos’d to the Weather, The Jefuits
' LB "~ College,



(13)
College, Aquedu&, and fome of the Churches are
admired, but the Town itfelf cannot boaft of much
elegance.

The great Towns in the Province of Effremadura,
belides Lifbon, the Capital of the Kingdom and
Province, are Setubal, or St. Ubes, Almada, Bene-
vento, Salvaterra, Mugen, Tomar, Pendragon, Leiria,
dlcobaca, Peniche, Santaren and Alanguer.

Lifbon is feated on the afcent of a Hill, within
the mouth of the Tagus, and extends along the
North Shore thereof, in the form of a Crefcent.
It is about nine Miles Eaft from the Ocean.
Lifbon is in length about fix Miles; but the breadth
is very unequal, and tho’ it affords a moft de-
lightful Profpeét from the Harbour, yet the Spec-
tator finds himfelf greatly deceived when he en-
ters the City, the Streets being extremely narrow
and fteep. Before the late Calamity, it was
computed there were 30,000 Houfes in this City,
and 200,000 Inhabitants. It is furrounded by an
old Wall and Towers, and has a Caftle on a Hill,
which commands the Place, but which would be
of very little Defence in Cafe of an Attack.
There were in it 40 Parith Churches, and 40
Monafteries and Nunneries. The Square before
the Palace, was the fineft in Lifbon; the Palace
formed one Side of it, another Side ran along the
River, and was fopported by a Wall, and on the
oppofite Side were a Range of fine Buildings.
From this charming Place you have a delightful
Profpe&t of the River, where large Fleets are
conftantly riding at Anchor, and great Numbers
of Ships going in, and failing out. On this Spot
they celebrate their Bull-Feafts, and this is the
fatal Place, where the -infernal Inquifition, put to
Death their unfortunate Viétims, at which Times
the ignorant, fuperftitious Populace will fhout
and exult, asif it were the moft fignal Rejoic:

Ing.
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ing. The King's Palace was an Irregular Pile,
and not greatly Admired. The Houfes of the
Nobility were grand Stru€tures, of hewn Stone,
with Yards and Gardens ; but thofe of the Citizens
old, and very ill contrived, with Windows of Lat-
tice. The Streets lying upon a Defcent, is a kind
of . Advantage; becaufe, as is cuftomary at
Edinburgh and Madrid, in the Night Time all
manner of Filth is thrown into them. The
Dominicans Church fhone with Gold, Silver and
precious Relicks, and, over the Door, were the
Names of all thofe who had been burnt by the
Inquifition. The Santa Cafa or Palace of the In-
quifition, as well as the Convent of the Dominicans
are adjoining. The dreadful Nature and Proceed-
ings of that vile Tribunal, are too well known to
need Defcription.  The entrance of the Harbour
of Lifbor is hazardous and requiresa Pilot; bur,
when in it, Ships ride very fecurely, covered by the
Hills on one Side, and by the oppofite high Banks
on the other. This Port has more Foreign
Traffick, than any in Eurepe, fave London and
Awmfterdam, and the Englih have generally fifty
or fixty Sail in the Harbour at a time. The
Palace of Alantara, lies a Mile Weft of Lifbon,
is a magnificent Struure, and much admired
for its fine Gardens. The delightful Country
about it, the Grottos, Fountains and Cafcades ; the
Brooks and Canals, whofe borders fhone with
Flowers of various Dyess the Orange and Citron
Trees, which perfumed the Air, made it an earthly
Paradife. Belem, or Betblebem, is the Name of a
Town, a Monaftery and a Fort, which latter the
Ships are obliged to falute, fhew their Difcharges
from the Cuftom-Houfe at, &¢e. It is a royal
Garrifon, and the upper Stories are Prifons for ftate
Criminals. The Village of Cajcaes, lies fix Miles
below Belem, before which is a Road, that Ships

4 fre-
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frequently Anchor in. The two Channels of the
Tagus, which all Ships enter, are defended by two
ftrong Forts. Thus ftood this opulent City, this
Seat of Riches, Ignorance, Superftition and Per-
fecution, before the late terrible Earthquake of
Nov.- 1755, which, with its attendant Flames, in
a manner ruined and laid ~wafte the City of
Lifbon, which may be imagined, at prefent, to yield
a Profpeét of' tottering Ruins, defaced Structures,
and Temporary Buildings, run up for the immedi-
ate Service of its remaining Inhabitants, and
thofe who have fince reforted thither. :

The Province of Alentejo, contains, befides its
Capital Ebora, the Towns of Eftremos, Elvas,
Campo  Major, = Aronches, Portalegre, Olivenza,
Villa Viciola, Moura, Serpa, Mertola, Beja, Portel,
Viana, Alcazar de Sal, St. Fago de Cacem; and
Sines. :
Ebora is about 60 Miles S. E. of Lifbon; it is
furrounded by an old Wall and Towers, and con-
tains about 4000 Inhabitants. The Mountains and
Vallies about it are exceeding fruitful, and the
Mountains contain fome filver Mines. ®

- Eftremos, is about 20 Miles N. E. of Ebora. It
contains about 2000 Inhabitants. i

Elvas is 24 Miles to the Eaftward of Efremos,
and being only fix Miles from the Spani/b Frontier
of Eftremadura, is very ftrongly fortified, and de-
fended by a Caftle all built of hewn Stone. The
Town is fituatéd ‘on a Hill. It contains between
2000 and 3000 Inhabitants. There is a Ciftern
at Elvas fo large, that it will hold Water fuffi-
cient for the Inhabitants for- fix- Months. * Tt is
every Way ‘one of the ftrongeft Fortreffes in- the
Kingdom, ¢

The Province of Algarva, contains the Towns
of Faro, Lagos, Cafiro,’” Marin, Tavila,” Silves,
Villa Nova de Portimao, Albor and Sagrez. '

: . ¥ Faro
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Faro is a confiderable Port Town; ftrong and
fituated upon the Ocean, in a Bay between Cape
St. Vincent and the Mouth of the Guadiana. It
is defended by a Caftle, and feveral other Works.
It contains about 2000 Inhabitants, moft of whom
employ themfelves in fihing.

Lagos ftands on.a noble Bay in the Ocean,
about 15 Miles from Cape St. Vincent to the Eaft-
ward. There are here about 2000 Inhabitants,
moftly, alfo, employed in the Fifhery.

The Iflands of the Azores, Tercera, or the Weflern
Iflands, which ave fubjet to the Portugucfe, are
in Number nine, lying between the 36 and
40" Degrees of Latitude, and between the 23¢
and 32° Degrees. of Weftern Longitude, 300
~ Leagues Weftward of Portugal. They are, St. Mi-
chacl’s, Si. Mary's, Tercera, Gratiofa, St. George's,
Pico, Fayal. Flores and Corve. They produce
Plenty. of Corn, Fruits, Cattle, Fith and Fowl,
and a thin Sort of Wine. Tercera has a tolerable
good Harbour, and is the Seat of the Governor;
uts chief Town Angra. : 3

" The Madeiras lie in 16° of Weft Longitude and
between 32° and 33° of North Latitude, in the -
lantick Ocean, 300 Miles North of the Canary
Iflands. The largeft, called Madeira, is about 120
Miles in Circumference, and produces . prodigious
Quantities of a well known and excellent Wine,
which keeps beft in the hotteft Weather, and hot-
teft Climates. The other Ilands are very fmall,
and produce little Wine. They were planted by
the Portuguefe in 1425, _

The Poriuguefe have numerous Settlements in
Afia, even from the Cape of Goed Hope to China,
the principal whereof is Goa, the Seat of their
Viceroy of the Indies. Goa is a great; ftrong City
and Sea Port, fitvated in an Ifland eight Miles
from the Mouth of the River Mandona, in the

King-
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Kingdom of Decan, on the Malabar Coalt. It
has {everal Times defended itfelf again{t che Dusch
and the Natives, ~
In Africa the. Portuguefe have feveral Faéto-
ries, and they are Sovercigns of the Cape Verd
Iflands, &c.

In America, the Portuguefe poffefs that extenfive
maritime Country called Brazi/, which extends from
the River Amazon, under the Equator, to the River
La Plata, in 35 Degrees South Latitude, being
upwards of 3000 Miles long, from North to
South, but not above 200 Miles wide. From this
Country the King of Poriugal receives the greateft
Part of his Revenue, the Produce of its Mines
being immenfe.

Portugal is an abfolute Monarchy, and the Crown
is hereditary ; the Cortes, or three Eftates have
long ago bartered their Share in the Legiflature,
or been forcibly robbed of it. A Female (it is a
Maxim) cannot transfer the Succeffion to a foreign
Prince by Marriage. The Titles of theKing of Por-
tugal are, King of Portugal and the Algarves ; Lord of
Guinea, and of the Navigation, Conqueft and Commerce
of Ethiopia, Arabia, Perfia, India, Brazil, &¢. And
in the Year 1748, the Pope added to his Titles, that
of Moft Faitbful Majefly. ‘The Laws are contained
in three Volumes in Duodecimo, formed principal-
ly upon the Civil Law and Cuftom immemorial.

The King of Portugal, as to his Strength and
Importance, may be faid to be the weake(t of all
the maritime Powers at Sea; nor are his Land
Forces cither very numerous or very well difci-

lined : So that, was it not for his being a great

aflor, as it were, for the reft of Europe, Por-
tugal would long fince have been fwallowed up
by its more potent Neighbour the Spaniard.

The annual Revenues of the Crown are computed
at 3 Millions Sterling, fince the Difcovery of the rich

¢ Brazil
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Brazil Mines, The Duties on Goods which are very
high, are farmed out every three Years. The Duty
on Snuff’ alone, amounts to 50000 Crowns a Year.
The King has a confiderable Duty from every
Order of Knights, of which he is Grand Mafter,
and he has confiderable Sums for certain Bulls, by
the Pope’s Permiffion. The Burden of Taxes
very moderately affects the Nobility.

LThe Portuguefe export Red and White Port
Wines, Oranges, Lemons, Citrons, and various
other Fruits, Salr, tge. all their own Produce.
They alfo export the Produce of their Settlements
in Europe, sifiay Africa, and America; of which
thofe of Brazil are the molt confiderable, wviz.
Sugar, Tobacco, Rum, Cotton, Indigo, Hides,
Train-Oil, Dying-Woods, Drugs, and amazing
Treafures of Gold, Silver, and Diamonds. By
this means, though the weakeft, they may be faid
to be the richeft People in the World ; yet as they
have few Manufactures, they import all or moft
of their Cloathing, Furniture, £&f¢c. which occa-
fions the Balance of Trade to be much in the Fa-
vour of the Nations that chiefly trade to Porsugal.
In thort, like their Neighbours the Spaniards, they
are rich, but proud, ignorant and indolent, and
thence are abject Slaves at home, and abfolutely
obliged, for their very Exiftence, to their Weak-
nefs, and the Benefits other Countries reap from
their Riches and their Vices.

The Golden Coins of Portugal are,
7
The Moeda, or Moidore, value — o 13
The Double Moeda — — ~— 1 .7
Johannes’s  — —  — — 2 12
- Half Quarter Pieces, &e. in Proportion.

o0 o
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Silver Coins.

A Wi 4
The Crufado, or Silver Ducat — o 2 10
The Patack, or Patagon — — o 3 4

_ Accounts are kept in Reas, an imaginary Coin,
1000 Reas make one Milrea. A Crufado of Sil-
ver is 480 Reas.

The Religion profeffed in Portugal, is that of
the Romi/b Church, and ‘it is prattifed no where
with fuch Grofinéfs of Ignorance and Superftition,
as in this Kingdom :" Infomuch that Morality is
entirely fubférvient to the Difates and Decrees
of the Church, and a falfe Devotion and implicit
Faith fupply the Place of Chriftianity, Humanity,
and even of common Honefty. To fee ‘a Set of
People refort feven or eight T'imes a Day to their
Churches and Chapels ; wearing an Tnyage of the
bleffed Virgin, and tormenting and affli¢ting them-
felves with Fafts and Penances ; in the holy Week
before Eaiter, fome faftening themfelves to Crofits,
in their Shirts, with extended Arms, in Imitation
of our Saviour ; others walking over Rocks and
Mountains, to fome diftant Shrine, barefooted, to
perform their Devotions ; éating nothing in Lent,
but the Entrails of Beafts, where Fifh is not to
be got,” and alfo every Wednefday and Friday :
Who would nor, I fay, expeét thatr People fo
hamble, fo' devout, fo contrite, were generally
to be found in the Praftice of every chriftian
Virtue. Inftead of which, Ao where in the World,
can there be difcovered fuch an univerfal De-
pravity  of Manners, fuch a Want of every .
worthy Principle’ that fhould adorn ‘the human
Soul. " This, as evident a Proof as any that can’
be produced, that the Romifh Superftition is the
grand Corruption of that pure and undefiled Re-

2 ligion,
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ligion, which breaths nothing but Peace and
Good-Will towards all Mankind, and infpires the
moft exalted private Virtue and publick Bene-
volence. 4

At the holy Seafon, you walk no where in
the Streets, but you find Priefts and Friars en-
deavouring to excite the Paflions of their. Audi-
tors, by Images and Reprefentations fuited to
their grofs Imaginations. He who can make them
weep faftelt; is applauded as the beft Preacher,
and there is not the leaft Application made to
their Reafon or Underflanding. .

Solemn Proceffions are frequent among them ;
but the moft confiderable is that on Gosd-Friday,
*¢ When,’’ fays Salmon *, ¢ all the Religious Orders
attend with the Members of the feveral Tri-
bunals, Councils, and Companies of ‘Tradefmen
in their Cities, and even the King himfelf fome-
times, attended by all his Court, with Wax-
Torches in their Hands. The Nobility, and Per-
fons of Diftinttion, are followed by their Servants
with lighted Flambeaux ; every thing has a
mournful Air; the King’s Guards have their
Arms and Drums covered with Black, and beat
a dead March, as at the Funeral of fome General ;
Trumpets and other mufical Infiruments found
difmally, and all the Colours and Croffes are co-
vered with black Crape ; Machines and Pageants
are erected, whereon all the Parts of our Sa-
viour’s Paffion are reprefented : True Penitents, in
thefe Proceffions, lal‘ﬁ and cut themfelyes unmer-
cifully, hoping to take Heaven by this holy Vie-
lence on themfelves; while others, it is faid, are
no lefs fevere on their naked Bodies, to fhew their
Paffion for their Miftreffes, all the Ladies in the
Place ftanding in the Balconies to fee the Pro-

® Univerfal Travelles, Vo, 11, p. 319.
ceffion:
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ceffion : But this is fuch a Piece of Gallantry as [
believe was fcarce ever heard of in a Proteftant
Country. There are other Penitents who drag hea-
vy Croffes after them, and perform other grievous
Penances, and thefe People of Quality mafked,
and attended by their Servants likewife mafked,
who fupport and affift them in their dolorous Paf-
fage ; for fome, it is faid, have loft their Lives
by over-afting their Parts, Nor is it uncommon
to begin thefe Exercifes a Fortnight or three
Weeks before. Eafter, and continue them every
Wednefday and Friday, at leaft, till that Fefival.
The Ladies of Lifbon will be offended if the
Men feem to favour themfelves, and do not ob-
ferve the Blood follow the Whip: For the Devo-
tion of thefe Gentlemen, whether it be direGed
‘to Heaven, or their Miftrefles, is fuppofed to be
proportionable to the Wounds.and Lathes they re-
ceive from their own Hands. Thefe are the Ex:
ercifes of the devout Spamiards and Portugucfe on
Days of Fafting and Humiliation 3 but on ‘great
Feftivals, and rejoicing Days, the Scene is very
. different ;5 for then they expofe the richeft Shrines,

and all the Treafures of their Churches to

lick View: They are dreft in their beft Habits,
and  their People play upon mufical Infruments,
and dance in the Proceflions, and before their I-
mages, but here al{o in the hotteft Weather, when
the Sun fhines out in its full Brightnefs, they car-
ry lighted Torches in their Hands, which “toge-
ther with the Sun Beams over their Heads, almoft
mele the fuperftitious Crowd. The Balconies and
Windows are hung with Tapeftry, €5¢. and the
Ladies, dreffed in their richeft ‘Cloathes and
Jewels, are permitted to ftand and fee the Pro-
ceflion, without a Latice before them ; and up-
on thefe Occafions it is, that the young Inamo-
ratoes of both Sexes have an Opportunity of

4 fhewing
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fhewing themfelves, and difcovering their Pal-
fion to the greateft Advantage; for as has been
intimated already, enus and Cupid, in thefe hot
Countries, -feem to have as many Adorers as any
Saint: among ‘them,; many of them frequenting
their Churches and Proceflions chiefly to have an
Opportunity of carrying on their Amours.

The King by aGrant of the Pope, nominates to .
all. Archbifhopricks and Bifhopricks, there being
three of the former, viz. Thofe of Lifbon, Braga, and
Ebora, and ten'of the latter in Portugal. 'The In-
quifition that well known, that Diabolical, un-
chriftian Inftitution reigns here with almoft uncon-
troulable Authority, and prevents the Poriuguefe
from becoming either better or wifer, No Sub-
Jeét isexempted from the Jurifdiéion of this ¢
Tribunal, and the Methods of Caption by, and’
their after Proceedings, are direétly ‘calculated to
evercome all Senfe of Confcience, Honouror Gene-
rofity 5 and, in the Burning of a profefs’d Here-
tick; fo much Cruelty, fuch inhuman Torture is
practifed, as muft for ever raife Deteftation, in the
Minds of all fuch as have the leaft Tinéture of'
Tendernefs for their Fellow-Creatures. The Uni-
verfities in Portugal are three,; viz. Lifbon, Ebora
and Coimbra: There is a Patriarch at Li/bon, fupe+
rior to the Archbifhops and Bifhops.
- Before | ‘enter upon the Portuguefe Hiftory; T
fhall give my Readers, a Chronological Table of
their Kings. 3 ol W
oy Kings of Poriugal, :
1o diphonfus, or dlonfo, 5. Alphonfus 11l 1260

began to Reign 6. Dionyfius 1279
1170 7. Alpbonfus IV, 1325

2. Sancho . 1185 8. Peter 1357
-3ec Alpbonfus 11, 1202 - 9. Ferdinand 1368

‘4. Sancbo i1, 1223 10 Fobn 1385
' 11, Edward
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11, Edward 1433  19. Philip 11." of Portu-
12, Alpbonfus V. 1438 gal. 1598
13. Fobnll. 1481 20. Philip HI. 1621
14. Emanuel 1495 21, Jobn IV. 1640
15. Fobn 111 1521 22, Alphonfus VI. 1656
16. Sebajtian 1557 23. Pedro, or Peter Il.

17. Henry 1578 1683
18. Philip II. of Spain 24. Jolm V. 1706
y 1580 25. Jofeph 1 . 1750

The prefent Royal Family of Portugal, are,
Don Fofeph, of Braganza, King of Portugal, Son
of Fobw V. who was born on the 6th of Fume,
17i4. On Fanuary 9, 1728-9, he was married
to Mary Anne Viiloria, Infanta of Spain.. This
Princefs had been Married before, at four Years
of Age, to the prefent King of France; but to the
great Mortification of Spansb Pride, fent Home
again by the then Regent, the Duke of Orleans.
They have the following Iffiue.

Donna Maria, Princefs of Beira, born Dec. 17,
32342 - ,

Donna Maria Anna, born Oé. 8, 1736.

Donna Maria Francifca, born Dec. 21, 1739.

ng Maria Francifca Benedifiina, born Fuly 25,
1746.

Don Pedro, the King’s Brother, was born Fan.
55 1717, :

Don Antonio, Uncle to the King, was born Mar. -
15, 1694. o3

Dtgx Emanuel, another Uncle, was born Juguff
3> 1097,

Porsugal being once a Province of Spain, its
Hiftory is blended with that of Spain, till it was
recovered from. the Moors by Alonfo V1. King of
Leon and Caftile, in 1093. Prince Henry a younger
Son of Robert Duke of Burgundy, amongft other
noble Volunteers, affifted him in the expuliion of

thofe
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thofe Infidels, and was rewarded by Alonfo with
his natural Daughter Therefp, for a Wife ; who
alfo created him Earl of Pertugal, or rather of its
northern Provinces, then fubdued, with a Grant of
of the reft as foon as they fhould be recovered
from the Moors. 'Henry was fucceeded by his Son
Alpbonfo, who fubdued the *fouthern Provin-
ces and aflumed the Title of King of Portugal.
Alpbonfo 111. who came to the Crown in 1223,
married the natural Daughter of Alpbonfo X. King
of Caftile, and had with her the Province of AI-
garve, as her Dower. This Race of Kings expir-
ed in the Perfon of Peter, whofe natural Son Fobx
was ele@ted to the Throne, in 1385. Fobn 1. pro-
jefted the Difcovery of a Way to the Eaff-Indies
round - the Cape of Good Hope, and the Caftle of
Del Mina was built by his Orders, to fecure the Pof-
feffion of the Coaft of Guinea. He was fucceeded
by his Coufin Emanuel, in 1495. It was in this
Reign, the moft glorious of the Portuguefe Annals,
that their Fleets arrived firft in Jadia, and fup-
plied this Part of the World with the Riches and
rare Commodities of that Country, which before
this Time were brought to Europe by the Ve-
metians, Genoefe, Pifans, and others in the Me-
diterrancan, by the way of Egypt and the Le-
wvant. In his Time, Brazil, in South America was
planted, as well as the Eaft Coaft of Africa, and
the Treafures that thence flowed into the King-
dom, made his Reign zbe Golden Age of Portugal.
He was fucceeded by his Son Fobn ITL in 1521,
who extended the Porsuguefz Conquefts and Set-
tlements in Afia, Africa, and Admerica, and fent
Numbers of Miffionaries out, to China, India, A-
frica and the Brazils, to propagate the Chriftian
(Remifb) Religion. He reftored Learning, Arts
and Sciences at Home, and in every thing ap-
proved himfelf a worthy Succeffor of his illuftri-

ous
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ous Fathier. Jobu died in 1557, and was fuc-
ceeded by his Grandfon, Don Sebafiian; then on-
ly three Years of Age, his Uncle, Cardinal Hen-
#y taking upon him the Adminiftration during his
Minority. Sebaftian was but jult come of Age,
when he was fued to by Maley Mabomet, King of
Morocco, for his Aid againft Muley Moloc his Ne-
phew, who after depofing him, had ufurped his
Throne. Sebaffian, whofe Mind was of the moft
heroick Caft, immediately affembled an Army;
and, attended by great Numbers of his Nobility,
all emulous of Glory, and pafling over to 4-
frica, joined Muley Mabomet his Ally. They, for
fome Time, delayed trying the Fortune of a ge-
neral Engagement, and kept, ftrongly intrenched,
near the Sea Shore; but Muly Moloc, who was
a {kilful General, at length, by feeming to retire,
and to be fearful of the Confequences of a Battle,
drew Sebaftian further up the Country, ‘who followed
the wiley, retreating Enemy with all the Con fidence
of gaining a Victory, and terminating, by one Blow,
a War he had engagcd in with fo much Tmpru-
dence, yet Generofity and Bravery. Sebaftian at the
Head of 13,000 Portuguefe, was foon attacked bv
40,000 Horfe and fome few Infantry, with which
Muley Moloc endeavoured to hem him in, on all
Sides. At the Beginning of this Kngagement, the
Portuguefe Infantry defeated the Moorifp Foot s
but the Moorifp Horfe were not to be broken,
notwithftanding the Efforts of Sebaffian and the
Bravery of his little Army. In fhort, hemmed
in by this veteran Cavalry on every Side, the
Portuguefe Cavalry was driven back on their Ia-
fantry, whom they trampled under Feet, and
fpread every where Diforder, Fear, and Confufion.
The Infidels fell in uvpon them Sword in hand,
and made a dreadful Carnage. The imprudent
Sebaftian was {lain, but it is not certain whether he

D was
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was killed in the Fight, or the Purfuit. Muley
Moloc, died alfo, in the Beginning of the En-
gagement of a violent Fever, that had before
exhaufted his Strengh without abating his Cou-
rage, and his Rival Muley Mobome crofling a
River, in his Flight, was drowned. - The Flower
of the Portuguefe Nobility accompanied  their
Monarch in his Death, and a Day fo memorably
unfortunate, will fcarce ever Le forgotien by that
Nation. :

Cardinal Henry, Uncle to Sebaftian, fucceeded
him, ‘being the lait Male of his Family. He was
upwards of fixty Years of Age, a Prict and very.
infirm 5 fo that his Death being an Event very
probably not far off, his whole Reign was troubled
with the Cabals of the feveral Pretenders to the
Crown, amongft whom the two principal were
Philip 11. of Spain, and Catherine of Portugal, the
Wife of Don James, Duke: of Braganza." Philip
was Son to the Infanta Jfabells, who was the eldeit
Daughter of King Emanuel, and when “his being
a Foreigner was objeted,  he deried tlic1Fad,
becaufe Portugal and Caftile had ofren becn un-
der one Sovereign. The - Duichefs. of ! Bragan-
za’s Title, however, was much’ clearer ; 'fhe was
Daughter of Edward, the fecond Son of the fame
King Emanuel, and therefore ‘had' an undoubted
Right to fucceed before the Son of Edwards Sifter.
Henry teigned: but feventeen ‘Months, and Philip
willing ‘to decide the Queticn 'of  the Succefiion,
by a readier :Way than a tedidus Difcuffion  of
his Claim, fent the Duke of dlva, at the Head
of a confiderable Army, who foon Gverran the
Kingdom, and reduced it to the Obedicnce of
Philip, meeting with very litrle Refiftance, fo. di-
vided were the Poruugucfe, except from Auntlbony,
the Grand Prior, natural Sen of King Ysbn, whom
the common People had fer up as ‘King. He
s/ . was
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was defeated  in two Battles, which fixed the Do-
minion ‘of Phiifp, ‘upon a-firm Bafis, His Son
Philip 111. ‘and his' Grandfon Pbilip V. fucceflive-
ly became, afrer him, Tyrants of Portugal :° For
that poor Kingdom was, by all the three Spa-
mfb Monarchs, treated, in every Refped, like a
conquered Country, and a Province of Spain. All
Generofity of Spirit’; all Senfe of Freedom,
feemed to be extin@ in the harraffed Portuguefe ;
the Nobles were afraid of difplaying their Gran-
deur or Riches, for fear of exciting the Jealoufy
and Avarice of the Spani/b Miniftry ; the Gentry
immured themfelves at their Country Houfes, and
the People in general groaned under the Load of
enormous Taxes,  Olivarez, firt Minifter of Phi-
lip IV. removed the Nobility from all Places of
Truft, by which, and by impoverithing the Peo-
ple, and fending the Youth abroad into foreign
Wars, he made no doubt he fhould fecure the
Kingdom of Pertugal to Spain, fo firmly, that it
would never attempt to revolt.  But carrying his
Oppreflions to an intolerable Height, deprefled as
the Portuguefe were, they found Means to free
themfelves from their worfe than Egyptian Bon-
dage.. The Spaniards, very fortunately for their
Vallals, were, about this" Time, weakened by a
long War with France, and the Catalan Revolt.
All Eyes were fixed upon Don Yobn, Duke of
Braganza, the next in Blood to their former
Princes; and though he himfelf was not over am-
bitious, and befide was a timid and wary Prince,
his Elevation to the Throne, and the Expulfion
of the Spaniards were brought about with great
Facility, by the Skill and Addrefs of his Friends.
It was in the Year 1640, when Margaret of Sa-
20y, Dutchefs of Mantua was in Portugal, with the
Title of Vice-Queen;  but' when Vafeoncellos, a
Portyguefe in the Spanifb Intereft, and ‘a Creature
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of Olivarez, being Secretary of State, ruled, in her -
Name, with uncontrolled Authority, and made
the Yoke of Bondage ftill more feverely felt by
his Countrymen, from the unnatural Hand, that
inflicted their Miferies : It was in this memora-
ble Year, I fay, that fome new Impofts being laid
upon the Inhabitants of Ewvora, they rofe in g
tumultuous Manner, driven by meer Defpair, ex-
claimed againft the 8panifh Government, and
declared they would die to procure the Thrane for
their beloved Duke of Braganza. This greatly
alarmed the Spani/b Miniftry, who now began to
fee their Error, in fuffering a Prince of his Pre-
tenfions to live in the Heart of a Country which
had been fo lately conquered. Olivarez, therefore,
practifed every Art to perfuade and lay him un-
der a Necefiity to repair to Madrid, by’ propofing
feveral Advantages and Honours for him, and
even remitting Money to bear his Expences, when
the cavtious Duke, amongft other Excufes, urged,
his Inability to take that Journey, in a Manner
befitting his Rank, from the Scantinefs of his
Finances. But before we proceed farther, it may
not be amils, from Vertot, to give the Character
of this Prince, who feemed defigned by Provi-
dence to reftore the Bleffings of Liberty to his
Country. ¢ His Humour,” fays he, *“ was agree-
able, and the chief thing he confulted was bhig
Fafe. He was a Man rather of found Senfe
than of quick Wit. Ijle could eafily make him-
felf Mafter of any Bufinefs to which he applied
his Mind; but then he never cared much for
the Trouble of it. Don Thesdofius, his Yather,
was of a fiery and paffionate Temper, and had
infufed into his Son’s Mind an hereditary Aver-
fion to the Spanards, who had ufurped a Crown
that of Right belong’d to him; to fwell his Mind
with the Ambition of repofiefling himiclf of a

§ Throne,
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Throne, which his Anceftors had been unjuftly
deprived of; and to fll his Soul with all the
Courage that would be neceffary for the carrying
on of fo great a Defign; he imbibed as much of
his Father’s Sentiments as were confiftent with
fo mild and eafy a Temper. He contented him-
felf wiih the diftant Profpe¢t of a Crown, nor
would for an Uncertainty venture the Quiet of
his Life, and a Fortune which was already great-
er than was well confiftent with the Condition of
a Subjeét. Had he been precifely what his Fa-
ther withed him, he had never been fit for the
great Defign 3 for Olivarez had him obferved fo
ftrictly, that had his eafly Manner of living, proceed-
ed from any Thing but natural Inclination, it had
certainly been difcovered, and the Difcovery had
préved fatal both to his Life and Fortune. Had
he been the moft refined Politican, he could never
have lived in a manner lefs capable of giving Suf-
icion. His Birth, his Riches, his Title ro the
rown, were not criminal in themfelves, but be-
came fo by the Law of Policy. He therefore
chofe this Way of Living, prompted as well by
Nature as by Reafon. It would have been a
Crime to be formidable, he muft, therefore, take
Care not to appear fo. At his Seat, nothing but
Hunting and other rural Diverfions were thought
of. The Brightnefs of his Parts could not make
the Spamiards apprehend any bold Undertaking ;
but the Solidity of his Underflanding made the
Portuguefe promife themfelves the Enjoyment of
mild and ealy King, provided he could be raifed

to the" Throne,” ;
Olivarez, more and more alarmed at the Duke’s
repeated Excufes, began, in reality, to think he
was confulting Meafures detrimental to his Ma-
fter’s Intereft ; but knowing the Love the Por-
tuguef: bore him, would not ufe Force, to bring
: him
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him to Madrid, contenting himfelf with a* poli-
tick Scheme which he did not doubr would anfwer

his Purpofe. ' 2 &
The French Fleet had been feen off the Coaft of
Portugal ; he therefore, pretending ’twas neceflary
to have Troops on Foot to oppofe their attempts, .
fent the Duke a Commifiien of General, with
unlimited “Authority over the Towns, Garrifons
and Maritime Forces, and in fhort, with-an Air
of the utmoft Confidence, frem’d to have put all
Portugal under his Command.  This ‘was'intended
to Intoxicate the Dukeyand to lull him afleep.
Mean time, he gave private Orders tothe Spanifh
Admiral, that when the Duke fhould vific any of
_ the Ports, he fhould put in, as if driven by ftrefs
of Weather, invite him on ‘Board, and then fet
fail, and bring him directly into Spain. ' This fine
fpun contrivance, however prov’d abortive, by
the Shipwreck of ‘part ‘of the Fleet, and the dif-
perfion of the reft, fo that they never made the
Coaft of Pormugal. Olivarez  not difcourag’d,
beftow’d new marks of Confidence on him, order:
ing him to vifit all the Fortrefies in the Kingdom,
and to report the State of them, and remitted
him a large Sum to defray the Expences of his
Tour. He fent, at the fame Time, orders to the
Governors of thofe Places, ' that upon any fa-
vourrable  Opportunity they' fhould fecure the
Duke’s' ‘Perfon, and forthwith convey him’ into
Spain. The Duke, from this great Confidence
repofed in him, very naturally fufpected fome
Treachery was intended, " and -therefore - wrote
Letters full of Acknowledgement to Olivarez;
put his Friends into all vacant Places of Truft,
employ’d part of the Spanifb Money in gaining |
new Creatures, and' never vifited any Fort without
fuch acrowd of 'Attendants; as made it impofiibie for
e - ' the
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the Governors to execute their Ordets; and, in fhort,
began now to pave the ‘Way for afcending the
Throne. He did every thing to Ingratiate him-
felf with the People and the Army. Pinto Ri-
beiro Comprroller of his Houfhold, an artful, dili-
gent and watchful Man, and form’d by Nature
for great Defigns, became the principal Agent
in the now projecting Revolution: He ‘manag’d
fo cunningly, with all fuch as were difaffected to
the prefent Government, that, without bringing his
Malter’s Name in queftion, and feeming to do and
fay every thing as from himfelf, the good Friend
of Portugal and the Patriot, he work’d fo upon
all - Ranks, that he foon brought a fufficient
number of able. hands. into a Confpiracy to raife
the Duke to the Throne. Amongft thefe were.
the: Archbithop of Lifbon, Don Miguel & Almeidea,
Don dutonio. d Almeida, Don Lewis his Son, Don
Lewis d’ Acugna, Mello Lord Ranger, Dan George,
his Brothey, Pedre Mendeza, Don Roderigo de Saa,
and many other. Noble Perfonages, who mourn’d
over the Calamities of their Country. ke
Three of thefe Worthy Portuguefe were deputed
to offer the Duke the Throne, and they reprefented
to him all the Realons in favour of their Defign,
and - the facility with which it might be put in
Execution. ke hefitated but, at length, anfwered
them in a manper neither to lefien or encreafe their
Hopes. | The Deputies, by the Duke’s manner of
Speech and Behaviour, found he would net en-
gage in their Plot, withouta certain profpect of its
fucceeding, and that he would only give his con-
fent to the. Execution thereof, whenever it fhould
be ripe forit. In this Crifis of Affairs, the Duke
confulted his Wife, a Princefs of great Spirit, of
the Family of Medina Sidonia, whole advice de-
termined ‘him. ¢ She afk’d him,” fays Pertos,
* Whether, in cafe the Portuguefe accepting his
. denial
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denial of the Crown, fhould refolve to make them-
felves a Republick, he would fide with them, or
with the King of Spain? He reply’d, undoubtedly
with his Countrymen, for whofe Liberty he would
willingly venture his Life. And why can you
not do for your own fake, an{wered She, what
you would do as a Member of the Common-
wealth”?  After this She urged his undoubted
Right to the Crown; that Portugal was reduced to
fo miferable a State by the Caftilians, that it was
inconfiftent with the Honour of a Man of his
Quality, to be an idle Looker onj that his Children
would reproach, and their Pofterity curfe his Me-
mory, for negletting fo fair an Opportunity of
reftoring them, what was fo much in Juflice
theirs.” A freth Order from Olivarez to the
Duke commanding him to Court, to give a ver-
bal ‘Account to the King, of the State of the
Ports, Garrifons, &c. flung the Duke intirely
into the hands of the Confpirators. After vari-
ous Plans had been debated between them, and
after much Wavering and Irrefolution on the
Duke’s Side, who was, over and over again, con-
firmed in their Defigns, by the Dutchefs and
Pinto, the Confpirators fixed upon Saturday, Dec. 1,
1640. for the important Day when they were to
put a Period to the Slavery of their Country.
Muftering their Forces, they found they couid
depend upon 150 Gentlemen (Heads of Families)
with their Servants and Tenants, and about 2co
fubftantial Citizens, who could bring with them
a confiderable Number of inferior Workmen.

Mean time Olivarez difpatched ftill more pofitive
Orders to the Duke of Braganza, to come immedi-
ately to Madrid, and he remitted him a Bill upon
the royal Treafury for 10,000 Ducats, that he might
have no Excufe for a further Delay. This con-
vinced the Duke no Time was to be loft. St

'hi
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Whilft every thing was thus prepared, the
whole Plot was like to have been difcovered, by
imparting it to two lukewarm Friends, by D'4/-
maida (who finding the Nobleman he had made
his Confident, irrefolute and likely to betray him,
kept him in Sight till the Affair was over) and
Don George Mello, who imparting the Affair
to a Relation in whofe Houfe he lodged, per-
ceived he had (after he left him) ordered his
Horfes, and was  going to mount for Lifben ; up-
on which he compelled him, with his Sword at his
Breaft, to defift,and return into the Houfe,and would
not lofe. Sight of him, till he carried him to the ge-
neral Rendezyous. Many other Occurrences con-
tributed to keep up the Terror and Apprehenfion
of the Confpirators, till the Moment the Plot was
to be executed, and were. near putting an End to
it:h_t': .glorioys Defign: So true s what the Poct
aysy ;o ' ' ' :

O think! what anxious Moments pafs beiween =
The Birth of Plots, and their laft fatal Periods! |
O! ’#is.a dreadful Interval of Time! .\ ., . -
Fill'd up with Horror all, and big witl Death !

- Deftruition, bangs on ev’'ry Word we fpeak,

On ev’ry Thought, till the concluding Stroke.
Determines all, and clofes our Defign.
_ Betimes in the Morning, the Confpirators were
fprniﬂm;_ d with Arms; and, what was amazing,
amongft fuch Numbers of People of different

Ranks and Stations, not. one forfeited . his Word ;

but all were punctual at the Rendezvous, Being ar-

rived near the Palace, when the Clock ftruck Eight,

a Piftol, the appointed Signal, was.fired by Pints,

One Party fell immediately upon the German Guard.

and cut them in Pieces;. another defeated and

difarmed the Spanifb Guard, at a Place before the
E Palace
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Palace, called the Fors. Pinto, with a third Party
forced into Vafeoncellos’s Apartment, and found
him hid under a Heap of Papers, in a Prefs.
Don Roderigo de Saa fhot him through the Head,
feveral others of the Confpirators ftabbed him,
and then threw him out of the Window, cry-
ing, Liberty! liberty! The Tyrant is dead! Long
live Don Jobn, King of Portugal! The Mob fhout-
ed, and mangled the Body by a thoufand indig-
nities, every one being willing to thew his hatred
of this inftrument of Oppreffion. The fourth Party
feized the Vice-Queen and made her a Prifoner,
crying out, Long live Don Fobn, King of Portugal!
Thereft of the Spaniards in the Palace, alfo, were all
foon fecured, as well as the Sea Officers (who were
on Shore) and whofe Ships lay in the Harbour.
Thofe who were releafed igcs)m Prifon, where they
had ‘been confined by the Spanifp Minifters,
form’d a ftrong and refolute Body, in behalf of
the Confpiracy. They foon forc’d the Vice-
Queen, to fend an Order for the delivery of the
Citadel, which the pufillanimous Governor imme-
diately obeyed. Afterwards they took the three
Spanifb Galleons in the Harbour, and, in fine, the
Duke of Braganza made his Publick Entry into
Lifbon, amidft the joyful acclamations of all
Ranks of People, and the whole Kingdom foon
after declared in his Favour, driving the Cafli-
lians out of their Confines, and proclaiming the
Duke of Braganza; fo that in E:fs than a Fort-
night, except thofe in Cuftody, not a Spaniard
was left in the Kingdom.

On Dec. 15, his Majefty was Crowned, and the
Grandees and Clergy took the Oath of Allei-
gance- to him. The Portuguefe of the Indies,
Africa and Brazil, foon followed the example of
their Mother Country, and revolted from the Spa-
miards. - And thus this mighty Revolution was

: effeéted,
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effeted, and Fobn IV. feated on the Throne of
his Anceftors ; and tho’ it was near a Year in pro-
jecting, and the Secret moft of that Time, in the
Hands of above 200 Perfons, it was never
known to the Court of Spain, ’till ’twas too late
to prevent the Execution of it. King Fobn fup-
preis’d all Plots and Confpiracies form’d againft
him, and fupported himfelf on the Throne, a-
gainft all the Power of Spain. He reign’d fixteen
Years, being efteemed a good Prince, and an en-
courager of Learning. He left two Sons behind
him, and a Daughter, the Infanta Catberine, after-
wards married to Charles IL. King of Great Britain.
Alpbonfo V1. reigned under the guardianthip
of his Mother, for fome Years, by whofe wife
Councils, the Portugucfe were fuccefsful againft
the Spaniards, who, ac laft, made Peace with them
and renounced all Claim to Portugal. Alphonfo
a Prince of bafe Manners, took the Reins of Go-
vernment by Force from the Queen Mother, who,
grieved at his Condu&, retired into a Cloifter,
where fhe ‘died, deploring that, after contribut-
ing to raife the Fortune of her Family, it fhould

be fubjected to fo unworthy a Reprefentative,
The bafe Condu&, and repeated diforderly Ac-
tions of Alpbonfo, at length occafioned his being
depofed by an affembly of the States, and he
was banifhed to the 'Iflands of Tercera, in 1668.
Some time after he was brought back to Portugal
and died in the Caftle of Cimtra, on Dec. 12,
1683. After his Death his Brother Don Pedro,
or Peter 1I. was proclaimed King, having been
Regent of the Kingdom, from the Time of his
Brother’s depofition. He married the Princefs of
Nemours, of the Houfe of Savay, who had been
his Brother Alpbonfo’s Queen, but had obtained a
Divorce on Account of his Impotence and ill
Ufage. Pedro was a Prince of many Virtues, and
E2 con-
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coritributed greatly to the Happine(s of his People:
His Conduét, in general, tended towards preferving
Peace at Home, and, when he became a Party in
the War kindled on Account of the Spawifh Suc-
ceffion, he purfued his own and his People’s Trite-
reft, and performed his Engagements no further
than fuited with their Convenitence, and his own
Views. He died Dec. 11, 1706, and was fuc-
ceeded by his eldeft Son Doz Fobn V. who pur-
fued the fame Meafures with his Father. The
Hiftory of Portugal fince the Peace of Utrecht, af-
fords nothing very material, and the Tranfactions
from thence are within the Compafs of moft Peo-
ple’s Knowledge and Remembrance. Since his
prefent moft faithful Majefty’s Acceflion, the dread-
ful Earthquake, in 1755, of the Circumfiances of
which every one is well acquainted, and the late
Confpiracy, which now fhakes the interior Peace
of the Kingdom with horrid Convulfions, are
the principal Matters that have occurred, of the
Jatter ‘of which my Readers will, in the following
Pages, have the moft authentick Account.

The Portyguefe are full of Fire, and naturally
rath, even to Defperation ; they are bigotted
to their Religion, but are much more fuperfti-
tious than devout, as may be gathered from the
preceding Pages. Every thing paffes for a Pro-
digy among them ; and Heaven (they think) is
never wanting in the moit extraordinary Manner,
to intereft itfelf in their Favour. The Portuguefe
Gentlemen drefs moftly in Black, and theirBreeches
are large and full, like Trowfers; otherwife they
run much into the Fremch Fathion. The better
Sort frequently wear Lace and Embroidery, but,
in general, affe@& Plainnefs and Gravity in_their
Cloathing., They are perfonable Men, and able
to endure a great deal of Fatigue. Their No-
tions of what they call Honour, are carriedhycln;y

igh;
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high. ¢ Blood, Rank, Title, Preference, all the
Circumftances of Pride and Pomp, are refolutely
afferted, and obftinately perfifted in ; (fays a ju-
dicious Writer) they weigh Honour and Qua-
lity by Grains and Sciuples, and recede from no
Points of Preheminence or Equality, that they
have any kind of Pretence of claiming, or ad-
hering. to. Nay, they will fuffer any Kind of In-
conyvenience, even Want, Difgrace and Mifery,
rather than publickly give way in Appearances,
There happened a very extraordinary Difpute be-
twixt two Noblemen ; one a Count, the other no
Titular, but who had ferved the Office of Vice-
roy in India : Their Equipages meeting in a
Strect too narrow for them to pafs each other, nei-
ther of them would fubmit to back, and give the
Way ; fo they patiently fat, for feveral Hours, in
their Carriages, till the Affair was referred to the
King, and he had Leifure to decide it; whofe
Decifion was, that they fhould both back, and
take different Ways : By which means their Ho-
nours were preferved, and probably one, or both
of their Lives. Burt a ftill frefher and more un-
h?py Inftance has happened, to exemplify the
Effects of that Spirit among them. At a Fremch
Ball, where many of the Portuguefe Nobility were
prefent, a Difpute arofe, while the Company were
at Supper, betwixt Don Noronka, a Son of
the Count of Arcos, and Don Autonio de Menezes,
in which the former had ftruck the latter; who,
in return, had feized a Bottle, and was going to
repay the Injury, by throwing it ac his Adver-
fary’s Head ; but was unfortunately prevented.
Had he done it, his Honour had been recover-
ed ; but as he could not, he remains with the in-
delible Stain of 2 Blow. Both were immediately
laid under Arreft; and, to prevent cool Mifchief,
the Aggreflor was foffered to efcape out of the
- Kingdom ;
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Kingdom ; where he remains in “miferable Indi-
gence, as his Family is too r to furnith him
with the Means for a decent Exiftence ; while the
other remains in a State of fo much Infamy at
Home, that he cannot go to Court, affift in any
publick A&, nor be received in any honourable
Company. Fortill he has caufed the Man who
ftruck him to be murdered, no Nobleman will be
feen by him, nor even fit down, or ftay in a
Room where he finds him. Yet is this difho‘%
noured young Nobleman a Man of Senfe and of
a worthy Charaéter ; but he muft, at all Events,
commit ‘Murder, or patiently fubmit to Con-
tempt. After the late dreadful Earthquake,
the ftarving Exile, wrote to Don Antanio, telling
him, that he embraced that Time of general
Diftrefs and Compaffion to implore a Reconci-
liation, and offering to make any Satisfaltion
for the Injury he had done him. But the offen-
ded’s Relations obliged him to fign a Letter, they .
took upon themfelves to write, in anfwer, which
was fuch an one as cut off all Hopes of Accom-
modation for ever.”

Thus it appears, the Porfuguefe are very tena-
cious of Refentment, and obftinate Purfuers of
Revenge ; nor do the beft Perfons amongft them
(fo miftaken are their Notions of Honour) fcruple ©
to employ Ruffians, or to give the private Stab,
if they find no readier Way of repaying an Inju-
ry, real or imaginary, or think they hazard too
much in open Attempts to right their injured
Reputation.

The Ladies, are generally, charitable, modelt
and generous, their Complexion inclines to the
Olive; they have delicate Features, Black and
thining Hair, and fparkling Eyes: Thofe who
have converfed with them, alfo report that they

have a flowing'Expreflion and ready Wit. They
paint
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Paint very mdﬂ), wear Heops and Gowns, one,
over another, of rich Stuff trimmed with Gold
and Silver Lace; but the uppermoft of coarfe,
black Stuff, trailing upon the Ground. Their
Shoes are of black Spamifh Leather, ftrait and
without Heels: When abroad they have Pattens,
which are a kind of Silk Sandals, fafiened to Gold
Rings or Plates, by which they are raifed fix or

feven Inches from the Ground, and walk very awk-
' ”-érdly. In the Houfe they wear neither Hoops
nor Pattens; their Stays are high before and fhal-
low behind, reaching fcarce half way up their
Backs. Their Hands and Feet are {mall, and
well proportioned.  Perfons of Quality wear
very fine Linen; but as it is very dear, poor Peo-
ple wear none, which they omit from Pride, re-
folving to go without, rather than wear that
which is coarfe. They wear great quantities of
Jewels ; crofs the top of their Stays they have a
fort of Breaft Plate of Diamonds, whence hangs
a Chain of Pearl, or feveral knots of Diamonds.
They have, likewife, Bracelets, Rings and Pen-
dants in abundance; but wear no Necklaces ; their
whole Perfons are covered with Agnus Dei’s, and
other little Images, and their Hair is varioufly de-
corated with precious Stones, . They fometimes
wear Ribbons and Feathers, alfo, but have no
other Head Drefs, When they go abroad they.
throw a Veil over them. ,

The Furniture of their Houfes is generally ve-
ry vich, which, with their Aparcments, they
change according to the Seafons of the Year.
They fpread fine Mats on the Floors, and co-
ver the lower Part of the Walls with the fame,
above which are Pittures and Looking Glaffes,
Round the Ladies Apartments are Silk and Velvetr
Cuthions, which they fic upon crofs-legged. The
Gentlemen, in theirs, have Chairs, . Becween each,,

are
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are placed, fine Tables and Cabinets, and, at pro-
per Diftances, Sitver Boxes with Orange and Jef-
tamine Trees. They have Straw-work Frames
at the Windows, to kcep out the fcorching
Rags of ‘the Sun. In Winter, their Beds and
Hangings are Velvet, with Gold or Silver Lace.
In Summer, their Curtains are coloured Gaufe.
They ufe upper Floors in Winter, and the ground
Floors in Summer. - Their culinary Veflels are
all of Silver or earthen Ware, and the Grandees
have immenfe Quantities of Silver Plate in their
Houfes. With- all this Wealth and glittering
Appearance, the Nobility, in general, are very ne-
ceffitous.  They Tpend their Lives in the Capital,
or its Neighbourhood, and never vifit their Eftates,
unlefs they are in Difgrace, leaving every thing
to their Stewards, and never infpecting their Ac-
compts. Their Tradefmen fet down their own
Prices for every thing, being fure their Bills will
not ‘be ‘fri@ly examined, and the Servants who
are 2t board 'Wages, carry off ‘the Overplus of
Fatables; They think it benéath them to beat
down the Price’of Goods, or even to take Change
of “a -Piece “6fGold, of the’Shopkeeper. ~The
Tradefmen give' them fix of eight Years Credit,
and, 'in Retorn,” charge double what the Goods’
might be bought ‘at for ready’ Money. Indeed,
they feldom lofe ‘their Debts in the long Run;
for their noble Cuftomers'will; without Difficulty,
affign over Part of their Rents, for the Payment
of their Creditors." They have great Numbers of
Servants, whofe ‘Wages are very low, and, as they
lay it moftly out in Cloaths, they are very fharp fer,
and féeed afaally at Cooks Shops, oh Onions, Peas,
Beans, and other' Pulfe. They have, in their Ser-
vice many Dwarfs, atfo, with: jorifb and Turki/b
Slaves, of both-Sexes:  The very Beggars in Por-
tagal; rather demand; than" afk” Chanty, and as
2 they
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they almoll all pretend to be the Defcendants of
old Chriftians, or of the antient Nobility, you muft
difmifs them politely if you give them nothing.
The Portuguefe are, in general, very fober and ab-
ftemious ; but the common People are proud, yet
abject ; infolent and treacherous.  The ufual Diver-
fions are Bull Feafts, Night Rambles, Serenades,
Plays, Vifits and Proceflions. They ufe Calafthes
and Coaches, in common, drawn by Mules, and
travel very much by Water. In travelling, they
ufe Litters and Mules, and for Parade, Shew, or
a fhort Tour, their well-made, fprightly Horfes
are excellent. Strangers who travel with a Foot-
Guide, cannot go far in a Day.

Portugal has produced fome good Hiftorians,
amongft whom tﬁc elegant Offorius, claims a chief
mention, and the immortal Camouens has prov’d,
that their Language may be rendered very har-
monious, in his famous Foem, Tbe Lufiada.

Thefe few StriGtures will give my Reader an
Idea of the Genius and Manners of the Portu-
guefe, and will confiderably elucidate the follow-
ing Pages,

Before we proceed to the Account of the late
horrid Confpiracy, it will not be improper to fee
what the King of Portugal fays of it himfelf, in
his Edict.

ApstracT of the Edi&# or Decree, of his Moft
Faithful Majefty, the King of Portugal.

After the Preamble it fets forth, “ Their (the Confpirators)
Gt contrivance was, to have it fuggefted and fpread about
Clandeftinely and Malicioufly (in a myflerious Manner, in
order to impofe on the fincerity and more worthy Difpofitions,
upon which they hoped to make Imprefiions by fuch kinds
of Infinuations) that my Royal Life couid not poflibly be of
long duration, and even affe@ting to limit it to the Month of
September then approaching. After the Confpirators had en-

deavoured to operate on the Publick mind by fuch malignant
o ? F Predic-
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Prediflions, they advanced to that greater temerity which was
demonftrated by the herrid infalt committed on the third Da
of the above mentioned Month of September, laft pait, at ele-
ven of the Clock at Night, on my going out of the Gate of
the Houle called * The Houfe in the Mid-avay, in order to pals
by the fmall Ficld to this Palace of my Refidence, to my
repofe:  Having pofted three of the faid Confpirators mounted
on Horfe-back near the faid Gate, concealed by the Houfes
adjoining, who difcharged, with infamous and execrable Fury
on the Body of the Equipage I was in, three Blunderbuffes
charged with large Shot, of which one miffed Fire, butthe o-
ther two went off, and were {ufficient not only to make two large
holes in the back of the Equipage, but alfo, befides, to make fuch
Havock of the whole faid back of the Equipage, 2s left human
Judgment without the Power of comprehending, on behoidin
1t, how it could bepoffible that my Royal Pérfon thould be ﬁvef,
fhut up in fo parrow a compafs, and amidft fo entire a De.
vaftation, with no greater hurt than thofe dangerous Wounds
that I there received, had not my Royal Life been Foﬁtively pre-
ferved by the vifible Wonder working Hand of Ommipatence,
amidt the deftro@ion that was made by that moft horrible In-
fule.  And whereas there are barbaroufly and facril ioufly
offended by it, a'l the Foundations, the moft facred, of Ri hts,
divine, natural, civil and national, to the fo great offence
of Religion and Humanity, retribution for the Infult is made
fo much the more Indifpenfible, fo much the greater and
more grating the Scandal is ‘which refults from it to the Por-
tagusfe Fidelity ; whofe laudable fentiments of Honowr, of Love,
and of Gratitude to my Royal Perfon, I fhall never be able
to repay without giving them the moral Certainty that they
will fee fo exécrable a Confpiracy torn up by its poifonous
Roots; and that among my faithfal Vaffals. there exifs no
one of thofe horrid Monfters that contrived to commit fuch
abominable Crimes. I therefore fignify that all Perfons who
difcover (in foch a Manner, that they verify what they de-
clare,) which or whatever of the Farties, of that infamous
Combination, fhall, if they are.of the Plebran Orders, be by
me directly made Noble, and if they are of higher Ranks,
they fhall be made more Noble; and have Competent Sti-
pends allowed them: If they are already Noblemen by efta-
blilhment, I will Honour them with the Titles of Vilcounts
and Earls, in conformity to the Graduation that they are now
i0; and if they are Titulars, 1 will advance them to Higher
. Py ones,
® This is a Houfe of the King's, which flands half way between
two of his Country Palaces at Bc’uu. Thofe Palaces are about a Mile
diftant from one another. That which he now lives in, is built of
Woed finze the Earthquake, and fituated a little higher than the vp-
permoft of the others, !
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ones, than thofe that they now enjoy. = Befides which favours
1 will confer on fuch Difcoverers, others of greater Utility,
that is, Pecaniary ones; fuch as Offices of Juftice, of the Res
venue, of the of the Crown, and of the Military Orders :
Referving to my Royal Determination, the regalating thereof
agreeable to the Quality, and the importance of the Service
of every refpective Dilcoverer; And I likewile deciare, that
whofoever of the Confpirators fhall maks Diicovery of their
Accomplices, provided they were not themfelves the Chicfs
and Contrivers of the Mifchief, (hall be immediately pardoned.
To the Officers of Juftice, who fhall apprehend any of the
Parties concerned in this Crime, I will give Honours and Re-
wards in proportion to the Services that in this Bufinefs the
do me, and befides what is expreffed above in Relation to Dii-
coverers, And that no one may be inddced to conceal from
Ignorance fuch pernicious Offenders, from a falfe Opinion that
Difcoverers become infamous, I require of all my People to
obferve this, that what is valgar Cuftom with regard to Mat-
ters of the Revenue, in Opinion, cannot take Place in Cafes of
Confpiracy againft a Sovereign’ Prince, and in the highe®
Trealon: Bat much to the contrary; for Silence in fuch Ca-
fes, incurrs the fame Penalties, and the fame Infamy to which
the Priacipals are condemned of fuch pernicious Offences: In-
fomuch, that Fathers are not excafed for concealing their Sons;
nor, on the contrary, Sons for concealing their Fathers. Be-
caufe fuperior to all other Obligations, is that of prefesving
your King, and yeur Country: And Kings A& as commoa
Fathers, when -they punifh Crimes that are fo atrocicus and (o
prejudical to the Pablic. And whereas {o horrible a Cafe makes
it indifpenfibly neceffary to ufe all poffible Diligerice in the im-
prifoning of Offenders, [ am pleafed to make general all the
Jurifdictions of the Magiftracy of thefe Kingdoms, without ex~
cepting any of my ewn Lands, or thofe of any Grants, howio-
ever privileged they may be, in fuch a Manner that all may
be entered without waiting for any new Order from the Mini-
fters® of the Crown, or of the-ﬁm{ Grants, for any thing re-
girding the feizure of the Offenders in this Crime: Who [
Order may be Apprehended, by any Perfons who fhall get
Notice or be in purfuit of them, feizing them in whatever
Place they can find them, on Condition, however, that as foon .
as they have taken them Prifoners, they immediately carry
them wia refla to the Magiftrate nearelt ‘Refident, for him to
convey them to this City with the utmoft Security. Doftor
Pedro Gonfalwes Cordeire Pereira, of my Council, Judge of the
Palace, Deputy of the board of Confeience and Orders, and
Chancellor of the Court of Supplication, in which he ferves
as Regidor, is whom I have named Judge of Inconfidence to
execute as fuch, all that is mecedfary : E:d who is to caufe.
Fa2 \ this
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this Decree, as an Edict, to be pofted up in all Public Places
of the City of Liffor and its Diftrifts; and to tranfmit i,
under his Name, to all other Cities and Towns of thefe King-
doms. To which end I order, that all Copies figned by
him have the fame Credit as this proper Original, notwith-
ftanding any Laws, Difpofitions or Cuftoms to the contrary,
not even thofe that require an efpecial Derogation.”

Belem, the Ninth of December,
One Thoufand Seven Hundred and Fifty Eight.

Signed,
KING.

The Noble Perfons already Executed for the late Con-
Jpiracy were the following.

¢ Don Jofeph Mafcarenbas and Lencafire (or Lancafler
Duke of ,fwi{z Mafuis of Terres Nm:ﬂ:nd of Gwvu',ﬂnné
Earl of Sasta Cruz hereditary Lord Steward of the King’s
Houthold, which is the higheft Office in the Palace, and Prefi-

“dent of the Palace-Court, or laft Tribunal of appeal in the

Kingdom, which is the fecond State Officer of the Realm;
he was he related himfelf to the Taworas, and married toa Sifter
of the Eldeft Marquisof that Title. He was in the 51t Year
of his Age; of the loweft middle Size, well made in his Per.
fon, of an egreeable Countenance and lively Difpofition,

Francifco de Affiz and Tawora, (this Family being above
taking the Title of Don) Marquis of Tawsra and Earl of
Saint Fobn and of Alvor, General of Horfe, &c. This No-
bleman was himfelf the Eldeft Branch of the A/ver Fimily,
the third Noble Haufe of the Taweras; and by Marrying to
his Kinfwoman, the Heirefs of the Marquifate, became in her
Right, Earl of Saint Jebs and Marquis of Tawora. The
Family of Taworas is the moft illufirious of the Kingdom, as
well for the Purity as Antiquig':f their Defcent ; deriving their
Origin from the Kings of , and having ever preferved
their Digoity, by difdaining to make any other than the moft
noble Alliances ; infomuch that it has of late been the Pradlice -
of the chicf Branches of this Family to marry only among
one another, They were themfelves the Conquerors from the
Moors, of the Lands they poffefs, and on which there isa
Town, a Riverand an ancient Caftle of their Name; and they
even pretend to be Lords of Tawera by the Grace of Gop.
The Marquis was in the l;ﬁth Year of his Age, of the higheft
middle Stature; a genteel Perfon, comely Countenance and
grave Deportment.

Donna Leener de Tavora, Marchionefs of Tawsra, in her
owan Right, and Wile of the above-mentioned Maiquis, was

: in
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in the ggth Year of her Age: She was of the lower middle
‘Snize a:f:? thin, extremely %ntcel, and in her Youth had been
very beautifal. In the duties of Life fhe appeired highly
amiable, being an extreme good Mother, and demonftrated
herfelf'as good a Wife by accompanying her Hufbard to
India at the Age of 5o, when he was appointed Vice-roy of
the Portugur/e Dominions in that Country ; of which under-
taking, before hers, there had been but a fingle Example,
Her Deportment in general was courteous and affable, and
fhe was allowed to be a Lady of good Underftanding.

Luis Bernarde de Tawora, youngeft Marquifs of that Title,
was the eldeft Son of the above-mentioned Couple, and in the
36th Year of his Age. He was married, with a Difpenfation
obtained for that purpofe from the Poge, to his Father’s youn-
gelt Sifter Donna Tberefa de Tavora, and Lorena (or Lorain)
who was twenty Days elder than bimfelf. This is the Lady
who is faid to De in the Nunnery of Santos, without our hay-
ing been Informed, by Authority, that fhe was fent thither a
Prifoner by Order of the Court. She is a middle fized Lady,
comely in her Perfon, and extremely el:Fant in her Deportment.
The Marquis, her Hulband, was a little Man and thin, well
enough made, but not of a pleafing Afpe, though with a con-
fiderable refemblance of his Mother. He was neither defici-
ent in Wit or Humour, bat not amiable in his Condu&, nor
extremely corret in his Morals, This couple have a Daugh-
ter living, in the twelfth Year of her Age, Donna Joansa de
Tavora who is exceeding beautiful. Bat who, without being
an accomplice in their Guilt, is, by the Sentence on her Father,
Grandfather and Grandmother, deprived of the very Name,
of which fhe would otherwife have become Chief ; and, with
a feverity that muft aftonifh, is decreed infamous,

ld?‘ Maria de Tavora, fecond and youngeft Son of the
eldeft Marquis and Marchionefs of Taweora, in the Twenty-
third Year of his Age; of a middle Size, moft beautiful Face,

nteel Perfon, agreeable Deportment and amiable Difpofition,
‘i‘ghis young Nobleman, had he lived, would probably have been
married to his Neice, the Heirels of the Family; and their
Offspring enjoyed the Marquifate of Tawcra. There are faid
to have happened Circumflances of Fortitude and Refolution
in his Profecution that do him Honour,

Don Jironima de Attaide, Earl of Attougia, one of the oldeft,
if not the moft ancient Title of the Kingdom, This Noble-
man was in the 38th Year of his Age, related himfelf to the
{avoras, and married to the eldelt Davghrer cf the eldeft Mar-
l:is and Marchionefs of Tawora; and Sifter to the young

arquis and 79@[‘95 Maria of that Name. He was of mid.

dle Stature, clum y in his Make, of a heavy Afpe&, and un-
raceful Demeanour, and of flow

Parts, but in his general Con-
qult an inoffenfive Man, e

The
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The other Perfois under Confinement, are,

« Don Fobn de Almeida, Portugal ; Marquis of Alerno, and
Larl of Afumar, in the 334 Year of his Age: Married to
Donpa Leonor de Tawora, fecond Daughter to the elder Mar-
quis and Marchionefs of Tawora, ri\:r one of the moft
keautiful Women in the World : Ang: i , it muft be al-
lowed, that the whole Families of Tawora and Alwver, the
younger Marquis excepted, were very handfome. This No-
bleman is perfonal and genteel, has travelled, is ftudious, and
has one of, the beft Capacities of any of the Nobility of the
Kingdom. When his Marriage was contrafted, he paid Vifits
to the Englifb Envoy and Conful at Liffon, and told' them he
came to fec them as an Erglifbman, being gong to marry a
Tawora, that Family being of all others the moft attached to
our Nation, The two Marquiffes of that Name were dancing
among the People of our Faftory; almoft’the whole Niﬁl:&
preceding the Day' on which they were apprehended : /

1 is imagined, by fome, that thofe Perfons who have fhewn
themfelves their greateft Enemies, are altogether as remarkably
fuch to us, : . ;

Nuno Gafpar = Tavora, Brother' to the elder Marquis, Co-
lonel of a Regiment of Infantry, and married to the Heirefs of
a noble Family of the Name of Sylveria: he is in the ggth
Year of his Age. : : ;

Manoel, Rofael de Tawora, Brother to the elder Marquis
was married to the Heirefs of the Houfe of Fillanowa, but is,
now a Widower, and Father to the young Earl of that Title,
He is'in the 44th Year of his Age, a Colonel of Horfe, and
Gentleman of rle Bedchamber to the Infant Don Pedro, Bro-
ther to the King, 4

Febz Bapiifia de Tawora, Brother to the elder Marquis of
Tavera ; a Colonel of Horfe, and Knight of Malra, 4z Years
of Age on the Day preceding that in which fo many of his
Relations were execated. - ' v

Fefigh Maria de Tawera, Brother to the elder Marquis of
Tawera, a Dignitary of the Patriarchal Chureh at Lifdon : He
is in the 33d Year of his Age.

Don Mancel de Souza, a %Enb‘.em:n, who was till lately, one
of the three Captains of the Royal Guard ; he is married to a
Princefs of the Houle of Holffein.beck.

Don Mansel de Affiz Majcarenkas, Earl of Obidas and Pal-
ma, Hereditary High Bailiff of the Kingdom, Brigadier General
of Horfe, and Gentleman of the Bed-chamber to the King;
in the 6oth Year of his Age. This Notleman is chief of the
fecond Haule of Mcfarenbas, of which Name there el'“' !?nre {

4 . : itnlars,

Lot
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Titalars in that Kingdom, than of any other: And he is in
near Alliance with the Houfes of 4/:grete, Marialva, and others
of the firft Diftinétion. : .

Don Guids Auguffa da Camara and Ataide, Farl of Ribeira.
Grande, in the 41ft Year of his Age. He is himfelf relateq
to the Tawveras by the Mother's Side, and being married to his
Neice, the Heirels of the Camara Family, is become more
firongly conneéled with them ; fhe being Daughter to 2 Sifler
" of the elder Marquis of 7awera, the Dutchels of Alveire, the
young Marchionefs of Tawera, and all the Taworas thar con.
tinue yet imprifoned. This Nobleman, and the Fail of 0.
dos, Authority has told us, are imglucd not to have been con.
cerned in the Confpiracy, but imprifoned only for having talk-
ed too freely. : .

To this. Lift of Prifoners, may be added, for a Certainty,
Don Martinko Mafearenbas and Lencafire, Marquis of Goumea
and Earl of Samta Crax, only Son and Heir of the Duke of
Aveiro.  He is in the 1gth Year of his Age; and a Marriage
for him has been contralled with the young Duke of Cax
dawal’s eldeft Sifter, Donna Margarida Cactana de Lorera, a
near Relation to his Mother, and to the whole Tawsra ra.
mily. But this Marriage, if he fhould «fcape the Danger he
is at prefent in, is now not likely to take Place.

Donna Thomafia de * Tavera, Dutchefs of Aweirs,
Sifter to the elder Marquis and to the younger Marchioneiy
of Tavora in the goth Year of her Age. This Lady has been
very beautiful, and is flill an exceeding fine Woman; her
two Daughters are confined in the Convent with her.

Donna Mariana Bernarda de Tavsra, Countels of Ation.
guia, and Daughter to the elder Marquis and Marchiones of
Tavera; in the 37th Year of her Age; a very beautifu] La.
dy. She has three Children, which were carried into Con-
finement at a Convent with her, :

Donna Leonor de Tawora, Marchionefs of Alorno, and Davgh-
ter to the elder Marquis and Marchionefs of Tawora ; in the
joth Year of her Age. She is, perhaps, one of the moft
beautiful Women in the World. She has three Children,
wlﬁl;e :verc carried with. ber to the Convent in which fhe is
co . :

" ® Ladies in Portugal do not take upon them the Family Names of
their Hufbands at Mairiiage as with us ; all Women there continu-
inu.g through Life with thofe by which they were regiftered at their

As
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As a due deference fbould be paid to the Accounts of
any extraordinary Tranfaction publifbed by the Go-
wernment, the Editor thinks it not improper to add
the foregoing Relation publifoed in the London
Gazette, with which be clofes bis neceffary Iniro-
dutiion.

« Lifbon, Yan. zo. On the firkt Inftant, the Count de Obi-
dos, and the Count de Ribeira-grande, were fent to the Caftle of
St. Fulians,and Guards placed at the Doors of their refpeltive
dwelling Houfes; but, in general, it is thought that thefe two
Gentlemen are not implicated in the Con(piracy, but rather that
they may have been too free of Speech. On Tharfday the
4th Inflant the Dutchels of Awsiro, the Countefs of Arouguia,
and the Marchionefs of 4/orma, and their Children, were fent
to different Nuoneries. On Friday the 11th Inflant, eight
Fefuirs were taken into Cuftody. A Council was appointed by
the King, for the Trial of the Prifoners, com ed of the
three Secretaries of State, the Perfon alting as Chief Juflice
in the room of the Duke of Aiofoens, who is fill indifpofed,
and five other Judges, the Sollicicor for the Crown being pre-
fent. The whofe Procefs was clofed on Tuefday the gth In—
fiant. The Marchionefs of Tawora, Wife to the General of
Horle, was brought, on Wednefday the 1oth, from the Con-
. vent das Grillas, to the Place where the other Criminals were
confined: This Lady was one of the chief Inftruments in this
Confpiracy,

Saturday the 13th Inftant, being the Day appointed for the
Execution, a Scaffold had been built in the Square, oppolite
to the Houfe where the Prifoners were confined, and ¢ight
Wheels fixed upon it. Oa one Corner of the Scaffolding was

taced sntonio Alvares Ferreira, and on the other corner, the

fligy of Yofeph Policarpio de Axevedo, who is ftill miffing ; thefe
being the two Perfons that fired at the back of the King's
Equipage. About half an Hour after Eight in the Morning,
the Execution began. The Criminals were brought out one
by ene, each under a ftrong Guard. The Marchionefs of 7a-
wora was the firft that was brought upon the Scaffold, where
fhe was beheaded at one Stroke. Her Body was afterwards.
placed upon the Floor of the Scaffolding, and covered with a
Linnen Cloth, Young Y¢fiph Maria of Tawora, the young
Marquis of Tavssa, the Count of Aitonguia, and three Ser-
vants of the Duke of Awiro, were firft ftrangled at a Stake,
and afterwards their Limbs broken with an fron Inftrument;
the’ Marquis of awore, General of Horfe, and the Duke of

Auveire, had their Limbs broken alive. The Duke, for grlcattr
gnﬂ-
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Tgnominy, was brought bare-headed to the Place of Execution.
The Body and Limbs of each of the Criminals, after they
were exccuted, were thrown upon a Wheel, and covered with
a Linnen Cloth, But when Antonio Alvarex Ferreiva was bronght
to the Stake, whofe Sentence was to bé burnt alive, the other
Bodies were expofed to his view; the Combuftible Matter,
whith had beer laid undef the Scaffolding, was fét on Fire, the
whole Machine, with the Bodies, were confumed to Afhes, and
thrown into the Sea.” :

A Summary of the Procefs and Sentence bas been printed, the moff
remarkable Paffages of avbich are as follow.
¢ That the old Marchionefs of Tawora, the Duke of Auveire,
and the Jefuits were the principal Infligators and Adors in
this Confpiracy ; That the Marchionefs feduced her Hufband
and the other Relations : That there were feveral Conferences
held at the Jefuits Colleges, called Santo Antas and St. Regue,
at tiie Marquis of Tawvira’s and at the Duke’s ! That the Union
of thefe Noblemen with the Jefuits, was fince the Time that
the King difmiffed thofe of that Order from the Palace : That
all the Male Criminals, now executed, were in the Field on the
3d of Seprember in different Parties, waiting for the King : That
the Duke of Aweiro was with the two Men, who fhot at the
King's Equipage, and was the Perfon that firlt prefented his
Piece to the Poftilion, which miffed Fire: That forty Moidores
were colleted among thefe Noblemen and given to thefe two
Men : The Duke's Hatred to the Perfon of the King is fet ina
ftrong L;:th; and the Motives alledged in this Paper, for this
wicked Projed, are, the Duke’s being difappointed in marrying
his Son to a Sifter of the Duke ‘'of Cadawal, who is a Minor; the
King having thought proper, that this Match fhouid be put off;
till the Duke of Cadaval thould be married and have an Heir.
Another Motive of Difgaft was, the Duke’s being difappointed
in a Law Suit for fome Commanderies, which the late Duke of 4-
weiro poffefled. That the Marchionefs's great Caufe of Refentment
was, that her Hufband was not made a when he came from
the Eaff. Indies, which he had often defired, but could never ob-
tain, becaule he had carried the Reward of the Service he was
going upon, with him, it being always cuftomary for the King
to pafs particular Grants to the Viceroy, upon’ his being appoint-
ed, and beiore he feis out upon his Voyage. The s of
thefe emen are all confifcated to the Crown, the Dwelling-
Houfes to be razed to the Ground, and the Name of 7awora ne-
ver to be uled by any Perfon whatfoever ; this Family being the
principal Branch of that Name. The Name of Ma/carenbas,
which was the Duke of Aaeire’s is fpared, becau(e his Family is
a younger Branch of the Families of that Name.
A Reward of ‘10,000 Crowns is offered to whoever (hall ap-
prehoad the Perfon of Jofeph Policarpio de Azevedo.
G A LET-
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‘His Excellency-Don FREERRRE o tﬂeﬂe’
aa L'ISBON:

To Bis Excellency the **** of ****¥,
Envoy from ¥¥*¥¥¥, to the Court of Great-
Britain. :

Tranflated from the Original Portuguefe, for the Informa-
tion of the Publick.

My Lorbp, Lifbon, Fan, 30, 1759.

OU will readily excufe my not anfwer-

i ing your kind Letter before this Time;
you will make all the allowances proper,

for one.in my Station, who, for threce Months
paft, has liv’d in the utmoft ,Hurry, Anxiety, and
even in the moft imminent Danger: Nor could
any thing have fupported my Spirits under the ex-
ceflive Trouble of Mind, and Fatigue of Body, I
have gone through; but my Affeétion and Alle-
giance to the beft of Princes, and my fupreme Re-
gard for the good of the Community of which
Providence has gracioully made me a Member, I
thank the almighty Ruler of the Univerfe, I have
now fome ceffation from my perpetual Attention of
Mind; for tho’ the 7 ydra is not entirely cruthed ;
yet we have fo got the better of him, as to deal
with him, as our own Time and Opportunity Suits.
: I am
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T'am obliged to your Lordhip, for waiting for
an Account of our fad Convulfions from me: In-
deed, I am, unfortunately, the only Perfon that
can truly fatifsy your Enquiries, but when you,
remembering our former Friendfhip, difpatched
Fofe ***** 1o Lifbon, I was not prepared with Cir-
cumflances fufficient to authenticate the Sufpi-
cions you entertained * of ***%* which we then
both of us imagined, would involve him in the
Miferies that have fince enfued. I believe, I have
been near a Fortnight now, in bringing my Ac-
count to the Perfetion you fee it in, for as I
can only, of all my Secretaries, confide a private
Correfpondence to **** ****% whom you well
remember, he could not be fpared from his Of-
fice, fo much as I needed him to be my Amanuenfis
upon this Occafion. . Your ***** Mafter, and in-
deed, your whole Nation have done every thing
that was requefted of them, by his Moft Faithful
Majelty, in regard to *****+  apd the fpeedy
Anfwer our Expe@ations met with, 1 afcribe to
your friendly Intervention. . I cannot but approve
the Sorrow you exprefs for the Houfe of Zavorg
for though ftern and rigid Juftice thould not give
Way to a criminal Tendernefs ; as private Per-
fons, Humanity obliges us to feel for the Mif-
fortunes of our Fellow Creatures ; and now that
the Demands of Juftice are fatisfied, I can weep
myfelf at a Punithment, which, neverthelefs, was
juft and equitable, and was a Sacrifice. to which
the whole Porsuguefe Nation had fo undoubted a

~ * This, T have Authority to fay, did not relate to the Con-
fpiracy, diredily, .

_t Perhaps, the Matters here hinted at, did not relate to the
Confpiracy ; but as I am honoured with Leave to publifh this
Letter, T would not fuppre(s a fingle Paragraph, at the fame
time, pretending to know no more, tham is plain to every
body elfe. !

G 2 Claim.



Claim, I am obliged to you, for the Advice
you hdve given me ; but you will allow, that, ic
1s my Duty to fupprefs my private Friendfhips,
when they fhall appear to be incompatible with my
Station, and with that Duty I owe to the beft of
Matters, and to the whole Kingdom. I fhall take
the Pains to be very methodical in the enfuing
Narration ; I owe fo much to my unbated Affec-
tion for you as a Friend, and to my own Cha-
racter, and the Reputation of all thofe who were
concerned in the Detection of this dreadful Plot.
I do not reftrain you from imparting to the Na-
tion you refide with, the Subftance, nay the
Whole of what I write: *Tis but juft the World
fhould be informed of our Motives to what we
have done, and as far as my Obligations to Si-
lence will permit, it fhall be fatisfied. 1 fhall
then give you, 1. The Nature and Rife of the
late  Confpiracy. 2 The horrid Affaffination.
3. The Difcovery of the Plot, and the appre-
hending of the Confpiratprs; and, 4. The judi-
cial Proceedings upon, and the Execution of thofe
upnatural and abandoned Mifcreants, who -have
forfeited all Title to Pity or Compaffion.
The whole World, I make no doubt, will ftand
aghaft at fo horrid, fo atrocious an Attempt upon
the Life of my Sovereigns a Prince merciful and
* clement, whofe Annals have been ftained by no
unrighteous, illegal or fanguinary Meafures ; who
is, at once, the Juft the Gracious King, and the
tender Father of his People: They will be fur-
prized- that, in a Nation fo famed for Fidelity
to their Princes, fo attached to Principles of Ho-
nour ¥, fo generous, fo brave, any fuch Wretches
fhould Exift, who, blind toall the Dutics, they

® It muft be remembered that a Porragusfe here fpeaks of his
own Countrymen. : >

-

owe
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owe to their Country, nay to themfelves, fhould
endeavour to commit fo vile a Parricide, and to
deftroy thro’ the Sides of his Moft Sacred Ma-
jefty, the Intereft, Safety and Happinefs of the Com-
mon-wealth. Will they not, then, {till more mourn
over the Scandal our moft Holy Religion - will
incurr, from the Proceedings of fome of her Mi-
nifters, from the iniquitous, abominable and hellith
Contrivances of a Body of Men, who have been
hitherto confidered as the Bulwarks of the Catbo-
lick, and Apoflolick Church. How will all fin-
cere Members of our Communion be aftonifhed
when they are convinced that there are Brethren,
. of a Society which bears the appellation of the

Son of God, and who for the remarkable holinefs
of their Lives have been ever chofen to be the
Repofitories of the Confciences of our Kings?
How, my Lord, I fay, will they be aftonithed,
when they find there are fuch Inftances, a-
mongit thefe Fathers, of Worldly Pride, cunning
and deceiving Policy, unbounded Rapacioufnefs,
Fraud, Rebellion and Treafon*? Alas! will not
the Hereticks revile our moft Holy Faith, which
fuffers, and moft fuffer fo much from the Prac-
tices of thefe, her Minifters and Defenders? I
fympathize with your Lordfhip, in the Pain you
will undergo, at the Taunts, the profane Jefts thag
your Ears will be fubjet to, from the Mouths o
the People you are amongft. They, who have
fo unbounded a licentioufnefs of Speech, who
dare to burlefque their Minifters of State, and
even the Religion of their Country +, what will
not their wanton Conceits fay and publifh, upon

* But this there was long agd Proof: enough of, if blind Ig.
norance had not rejected them. Their Behaviour in China,
condemn’d even by their own Pontiffs, is a remarkable Inflance
of the Temper and Maxims of the Society of Tefus.

+ I fear this is too juft a Refle@lion, of fome individuals,

this
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this Occafion, to the Reproach and Scandal of the
true Faith. I fhudder when I think of it! Tis
true all Proteftant Countries feem to have been
long convinc’d of the felf Interefted and pernici-
ous Maxims of this Society, which, indeed, are
now but too apparent to the Dupes they have fo
long deceived. They are really the Wretches,
and worfe than the Wretches, the Hereticks have
made them, and deferve ta be banifh’d out of
every Chriftian Country *.

You remember, my Lord, and all Eurepe knows
that thefe wiley Fathers, under pretence of their
Zcal for Religion and of their Devotion to the
Holy See, have, in Fad, eftabiifhed themfelves
upon fuch a Bafis that they may be faid to be a
Government within themfelves, independent of
all the Powers of the World, and yet cajoling
every Monarch and every Government, where they
are permited to refide, for their own Ends and
Purpofes. Sorry am I that I muft fay this of 2
Society, who had they been worthy Difciples of
the great Loyola would have adhered more to
that meeknefs dictated by the Gofpel, and not
fer themfelves up as the Difpofers of human Af-
fairs, and the Arbiters of Right and Wropg, as
they have conflantly endeavoured to do. Thefe
unworthy Fathers had accumulated fuch Wealth,
by their following all Sorts of Merchandize, by
being Brokers, Factors and Bankers, in all parts of
the World, and by the Royal and Private Muni-
ficence towards them, that they, Years ago, enter-
tained a Proje& of rendering themfelves Indepen-
dent, and providing an Afylum in any Misfor-
tune, which their Ambition, or their Awvarice
might, in future, fubjeét them to. They were
enabled to put almoft any Scheme in Execution,

* A very fair Confeflion!
+ Where was the meeknefs of St. Jzuatius Loyola difplay’d?

3y



(55)

by their Influence in this Kingdom. They were
the Royal Penitentiaries; they kept the Confci-
ences of the principal Nobility and Gentry, and
they educated our Children, by which their fway
was too unbounded to meet with any obftacle to
oppofe them in their darling Projet? This Credit
they were in, and the exceffive Piety of his late Ma-
jefty, * give them the Opportunity of eftablifhing

a kind of Commonwealth, amongft the Indians of * .

our Settleménts in South America; in Uraguay,
Maranbao and amonglt the Spanifb Guaranies
where they exercifed a defpotick Sway. - This
was fo well concealed that, till the late Treaty of
Exchange, between our Court and that of Spain,
it was never imagined, even by the Miniftry, that
they had acquired fuch an Influence over the Na-
tives of thofe extenfive Tracks of Country. It
was only fuppofed that, under pretence of propa-
gating the Gofpel, and civilizing and rendering
the Indians {ublervient to Government, they had
extended their Miflions, and had atually, by their
pious Care, brought them under an excellent Dif-
cipline: But no fooner were the Regulations
going to be put in Execution by the two Courts,
than they fpirited up their Vaflels and Slaves, as
they arrogantly ftiled them, to an open Oppofition,
and Rebellion againft their Sovereigns, and, as
your Lordfhip may not have heard all the Alle-
gations that have been prov’d againft them, I
will fummarily give you an Account of their
Vile behaviour. It was in the Year 1750, and in
the Month of February, that we had undoubted
Intelligence that the Treaty of Exchange could
not be executed, without ufing Force with the
Natives, who were entirely poifon’d by the Holy

* He fent to Rosme alone, in his Reign, g4 Millions of Crufa-

does, which' exceflive benevolence to Ei? Holinefs, his prefent
M:jzity put a Stop to.

Fathers,
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Fathers, againft what the two Courts had .agreed
upon: Tho’ indeed their preceding Behaviour,
both at our Court and the Court of Spain, was
enough, one would imagine, to open our Eyes,
as I muft, without paying too -great a Comple-
ment to my own Sagacity, proteft it did mine:
For they, from the firft Minute they got Intelli-
gence of the Treaty, caballed againft it; ina very
extraordinary Manner, and ventured, even to the
Face of Majefty, to reprefent the Stipulations
thereof, between Spain and us, as impraéticable,
abfurd, and even never to be executed, and did all
they could, by their Emiffaries to get it annulled.
‘When they found all this ineffectual, they were
fo infolent as to employ every Engine to fet the
two Courts at variance, knowing that their per-
nicious Proje¢ts would be expofed to all the
World, if the Treaty was carried into Execution.
All this failing, thro’ the Confidence the two
Courts had in each other, and the Troops of both
Nations being arrived in the Neighbourhood of
the Line of Separation, all thefe Fathers had la-
bour’d fo artfully to conceal was difcovered, and
their Tranfactions on the Rivers Paraguay and
Uraguay; and on the Black River, and the River
Madura, were laid open. And you will tremble,
my Lord, at what I am going to impart to
you, which I fhall do from the Relation pub-
lihed by Authority at Lifbon, which I was fur-
prized when you informed me you had not feen.
In the Woods, near the two_ Rivers Uraguay and
Paraguay, they had erected a powerful Republick,
and had collected and fettled 100,000 Souls upon
the Banks of thofe Rivers. .Thefe Indians were poor
and wretched, being treated by the Fefuits in every
Refpect like Slaves, whilft theythemfelves rioted
in Plenty and amaffed Riches continually, by their
Labour, and the Produce of the Territory. All

this
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this Power they had acquired from'the fan&ified
pretence of Tendernefs for, and aiming at the
Converfion of their Souls; and the following
" were the plaufible and artful Regulations, the
Bafis of their Ufurpation, 1. To fuffer no
Bithops, Governors, or other Minifters, ecclefiaf-
tical or fecular to fet Foot on their Territories, ex-
tending thefe prohibitions even to private Perfons,

Natives of Spain, fearful they fhould difcover the 2

State of the Country, which it was their aim to
keep an impenetrable Secret. None were ad-
mitted to the Knowledge of the Government and
Interelts of their Republick, but fuch Priefts of
their own Order as they imagined might help to .
fupport their bold Enterprize. 2. They prohi- .
bited the Ufe of the Spanifh Language within
their Republick; the Guarani Language was
alone permitted, in order to render all Corre{pon-
dence between the Spaniards and Indians impoffi-
ble, and to deprive the former of any Knowledge
of what pafs’d in thofe unhappy Countries. 3.
They Catechifed the Indians and thereby imprinted
vpon their Minds a blind and unlimited Obedi-
ence to all the Orders of their Miffionaries how-
ever fevere and Intolerable, by which they have
kept this fimple People for fuch a number of
Years, in the darkeft Ignorance and moft abject
Slavery. Being ignorant of any Power in the
Univerfe fuperior to the Fefuit Fathers, they be-
lieved they were defpotick Mafters of their Souls
and. Bodies: Ignorant of any King they were
obliged to obey, théy knew nothing of a free
.an fonable Subjection; but they held it asa
ce and infallible Maxim, that the whole World
was in Bondage, and therefore it behoved them
to Obey, without Hefitation, whatever the Fa-
thers commanded. 3

H They
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" They eftablihed, by thefe 'Means, amongh
thefe poor Indians, Maxims repugnant so civil
Society, as well as to chriftian Charity. They
made them. believe, that all the white Men, not
of the Clergy, were People without Religion,
and without Law, who worfhipped no other God
but Gold, who were poffeffed with the Devil,
and Enemies not only to the Iudians, but alfo to
the holy Images they worthip s’ fo that if thefe
white Men fhould ever enter their Territories,
they would deftroy all with Fire and Sword ; that
they would begin, by deftroying the Altars, and
afterwards, would put their Wives and Children
to Death. From thefe Notions, thus artfully in-
culcated, the Judians thought it their indifpenfible
Duty to bear an implacable Hatred to the white
Seculars, to fearch for them induftrioufly, in or-
der to-kill them, and put them to Death without
Mercy, wherever they could meet with them, al-
ways taking Care to cut off their Heads to pre-
vent their coming to Life again; the Jefuits
making them believe, that otherwife they would
rife again by magick Art. At the fame time they
inftruted them in the Ufe of Arms, introduced
Artillery amongft them, and Engineers, difguifed
in the Habit of Priefts, in order to form Camps,
and fortify difficult Paffes, as is performed in Zu-
rope.  In confequence of which, they kindled and
fupported a War againft the two Crowns. In the
Year 1752, when the Troops of the two Kings,
were ready to march, and to effeét the Exchange
of the Villages on the Eaft Side of Uraguay and
the Colony of 8¢ Sacrament, all the P of
the Colony revolted, and difputed the Pa of
the Troops to the Poft of Thecla, and the Offi-
-cers having threatened them with the Indigna-
tion of their Sovereign, they an{wered, Zhat the
King was a great Way off, and that they knew no

body



(59)

dody but their boly Father : Which obliged thofe
Troops to retire to Colonia and Montevidio. In
thore, they maintained the War with fuch Obfti-
nacy, during the Years 1753, and 1754, that the
Portuguefe General was cbliged to come to a Truce
with them, till his Majelty’s Pleafure fhould be
known. When this News came to Ewrope, their
Catholick and Moft Faithful Majefties, turned off
their Jefuit Confeffors, and ordered large Rein-
forcements to be fent to Paragusay, and the reft
of the Miffions, and the two Armies joined, in
Fanuary, 1756, to endeavour to difpoflefs the Fa-
thers of their Country by Force, as all mild and
perfuafive Methods had proved ineffetual. Ma-
ny Battles were fought, in which Numbers of Ir-
dians, as well as of the Spaniards and Portuguefe,
loft their Lives, and the Indians afted in every
thing 2s if they were well fkilled in military Af-
fairs. They were, however, worfted, and almoft
all the Country fubje&ted. Wherever the Forces
of the two Kings marched, they found undoubt-
ed Proofs of the Defigns and Machinations of the
Jefuits, and Inftruétions to the ndians of the moft:
horrible Tendency.  They continued the War
till 1757, and are yet far from being totally
fubdued. : .

In the Northern Parts of, Portuguefe and Spanifb
America, thele Fathers almoft in the fame
Manner, as far as their Strength would permit
them, By impofing upon our Court, in the Reign
of the late King, they procured feveral Privileges,
and a Variety of Tolerations, by means whereof
they made themfelves abfolute Mafters in civil®
as well as ecclefiaftical Affairs, in the Provinces
of Grand Para and Maranbao ;5 they reduced the
People to the hardeft Slavery, and yet made
them believe, that they were zealous for their Li-
berty, and not only got Poffeflion of all their

H 2 Lands




(60)

Tands and their Produce, but alfo applied to their
own Profit, the manual Labour of the Inhabi-
tants; allowing them only what ‘was barely fuf-
ficient to fupport Life, and a wretched Covering
for their Nakednefs. They eftablifhed in this
Country, the fame Maxims that they did in the
Southern Parts, which I have before mentioned,
forbidding the Portuguefe Language or any Com-
munication with them. Thefe Praétices were not
only contrary to the Bulls of our moft holy Fa-
thers, Paud 111, and Urban VIIL. but alfo to the
Laws made in the Reigns of Don Sebaftian and
his Succefiors, forbidding the making Slaves of
the Tndians. From ufurping the Liberties of the
Indians, they proceeded to ufurp the Agriculture
and Trade of thofe two Provinces, notwithftand-
ing the exprefs Prohibition of the Canon Law,
and formidable Apoftolick Conftitutions againit
the trading of Regulars, and efpecially of Mif-
fionaries, In contempt of thefe facred Laws, the
Fathers of the Society had engroffed all the
Trade of thefe Provinces ; having appropriated
to themfelves, by Violence, every Sort of Trade,
even that of the Neceffaries of Life, exercifing in-
finite Monopolies condemned equally by the Laws
of God and of Nature. The Pope himfelf, fcan-
dalized at fuch Procezegngs, gave Notice of them -
to his late Majefty, in the Year 1741, who ac-
vainted the Moft Holy Father, now with Ged,
the late Head of the Church, that -he would co-
operate with his Holinefs, in every thing necef~ -
fary to fupprefs fuch Enormities: In confequence
whereof, the Pope iffued the formidable and tru-
ly apoﬂdick Bull, dated Pecember 20, 1741, which
contains fuch fignal Proofs of the Wifdom and
Prudence of that great Pontiff. The King fent
the moft precife and pofitive Orders that the De-
cifion of his Holinefs fhould be punctually exe-
: cuted;
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cuted ; but all this was nothing. When Don
Michael de Balboens, Bifthop of Grand Para, of the
holy Order of Preaching Friars, began to carry
the Pope’s Bull into execution, fo great an Op-
pofition was raifed againft him, that he could do
nothing ; and he was afraid of giving Notice
of this fcandalous Difturbance to the Court, left
it thould make a fatal Impreffion on the King’s
Mind, who then laboured under the Malady that
put an End to his Days, on fuly 31, 1750. On
April 30, 1753, his prefent Majefty nominated
. Francifco Xavier de Mendoga Fuffade, to be his
principal Commiffary, for the Regulation of the
Limits ; who wrote in the moft prefling Manner
to the Vice Provincial of the Jefuits, in Grand
Para and Maranbao, to contribute their utmoft,
with the Indians in their Service, to accommo-
date the principal Commiffary to the Place where
the Conferences were to be held, But thefe Fa-
thers, on the contrary, did all they could to ftir
up the fadians to Rebellion and Oppofition, and
to engage them to defert the Places, in the
Neighbourhood of which the Conferences were
to be held. They infulted his. Moft Faithful
Majefty’s Minifters and Officers in all Parts of .
the Country, threateping to employ all the Credit
of their Society againft them, in Porugal, and
inftigating the People to molsft and obftrut
them in the execution of their Orders. 1In fhort,
they unpeopled the Settlements along Rio Negro,
fo that neither Rowers nor Provifions for the
Troops could be found, that were marching to
the Place of Conference. Notwithftanding all this,
his Moft Faithful Majefty contented himfelf with
fending Exhortations to the Vice Provincial of
Grand Para, to put a Stop to thefe Diforders, and
with commanding the four Jefuits who had given
the greateft Scandal, to be fent out of the Coun-
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try. The principal Commiffary, at length, fet
out to ‘execute his Commiffion, on Ofober 2,
1754, but in his whole March was obftruéted by
the Contrivances of thefe Fathers, who bhad, as
before, caufed to be deferted - the Country thro’
which he was to pafs. However, he furmounted
all Difficulties in his Expedition to Rio Negro. ' At
length, “his Moft Faithful Majefty juftly irritated,
fent Orders to the Bifhop of Grand Para, to pub-
lith, without lofs of Time, the Pope’s Bull of
December 20, 1741, which declares all the afore-
{aid Idians to be free, and paffes Sentence of
Excommunication, on all who pratice, defend,
teach, ‘or preach the contrary.  His Majeity alfo
publithed, -on the 6th and " yth ‘of Fune, 1756,
two Laws, renewing and confirming all the Laws
and Ordinances of his avguft Predeceflors, in Fa-
vour of the Libertics of -the Indians.  The Je-
fuits, alarmed at thefe vigorous Meafures, which
the Bithop of Grand Para, in the Abfence:of the
Captaia-General, who was the General of the
Troops, was to fee put in execution, endeavoured
to fow Sedition amongft the Troops, and to caufe
them to mutiny. - From Artifice, they proceeded to
open Force, which they have employed to fupport
themfelves in thefe Cantons, in the fame manner
their Spanift Brethren have done on their Northern
Frontiers®, - In January, 1756, they had built a
City called Borba a Nova.  This Place was occu-
pied by Father Anfelm Ecbart and Father dnthony
Meifterbourg 5 they had two Pieces of Cannon
with them.  Thefe two Fathers have been guilty
of as many lrregularities as would fill a Volume ;

* *Tis very plain how much the Spani/b Jefuits had impofed
upon their Government, and all its Officess, fceit;gﬂ:bde worthy
and intelligent Travellers, Don Gearge Fuan and Don dntonio D’
Ullza, give the higheft Characte rof their Policy and Settlements.

indeed,
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indeed, one would fuppofe them to be Engineers
in the Difguife of Priefls. Thefe Diforders con-
tinued, when the laft Advices were received, in
Auguft, 1758, and fo inveterate were thefe Fa-
thers, and fuch an undue Influence they have upon
their Judians, that even the Pope’s and the King’s
Authority have not yet entirely brought them to
their Duty in that Part of the World. Amongft
the Inftructions given by the Spanifh Jefuits to
their fudians when they marched to join their Ar-
my, you will own, my Lord, the following to be
very extraordinary ones.  “ As often as you meet -
thofe People whom we abhor, you are to invoke
the Protection of our Lady, the moft holy Virgin,
of St. Michacel, St. Jofeph, and all the Saints of
our Habitations. And when thofe who hate you
would fpeak to you, you ought to excufe your-
felves from entering into Converfation with them :
taking efpecial Care to avoid the Spaniards, and
ftill more the Portuguefe ; for the Portuguefe are
the Caule of all your Calamities. Call to mind
that, in former Times, they murdered your Fore-
fathers ; they maffacred many Thoufands on all
fides, not fparing even the Innocent. They have
offered a thoufand Infults, and committed a thou-
fand OQutrages againft the Images of the Saints,
that adorn the Altars of God our Lord. In the
fame manner they want to treac us at this Day ;
wherefore we ought to Study above all Things .
to avoid coming into their Power.” < If it
fhould happen that they fhould want to have a
parley, with you, let there not be more than five
Spaniards at moft. Let there be no Portuguefe; for
if there be, no good will be done. Suffer not
Gomez Freira * to come to ity for he it is and his
People who thro® the operation of the Devid

* The Pertuguefe General,
bear
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bear you fuch hatred. This Gomez is the Authot
of all your Trouble, of all your Diftrefs, by his
Impofitions uvpon his King, who is our good
King. It is God, even our Lord, who hath given
us thefe Lands: This Gomez doth all he can to
take them from us to impoverith us.”” ¢ You
muft never believe them when they fay to you,
Zou Indians give your Lands, and all you bave to the
Portuguefe: That muft not be. If they will
purchafe them at the Price of their Blood, you
muft offer the fame Price to keep them. You
are twenty Nations united to meet them: And
fhall rather lofe your Lives, than deliver up your
Lands.” « Why doth not our King give Por-
tuguefe Buenos Ayres, Santa Fé, Corientes and
Paraguais®*. Muft this rigorous Order fall upon
the poor Indians who are commanded to aban-
don their Houfes, their Churches, in fhort all they
have, and all that God hath given them. We
will not yield up thefe Lands. If notwithftand-
ing you are defirous of entering into Conference
with us, let four Spaniards only come, no harm
fhall be done them. The Father 1 of the Indians,
who knoweth your Language, will ferve as Inter-
preter and then every Thing will be done, be-
caufe in that manner Things ought to be treated,
according to the ordinance of God, otherwife
matters will be tranfadted as the Devil would
have them. Our Refolution therefore is not to
go where you would have us. Never have we
made any irruption into your Lands to kill and
impoverith you, as the Infidels do, and as you
yourfelves do; you who come to reduce us to

* Towns belonging to the Spaniards,

+ Words put inta their Mouths, fuppofing they are Parlying
with the Portuguefe.

1 The Fyuit prefiding over the Miffions.

Mifery
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Mifery, as if you knew not the Ordidances of
God, and what our good King hath commanded.”

I fear I tire your Lordthip’s Patience ; bue:I was
willing to give you a Specimen of thefe aban-
doned and wicked Fathers, who have made fuch
abject Slaves of thefe fimple Indians, and whom
the fulminations of the Holy Father and the
King’s Edict, were equally infufficient to recall -
to their Duty, to a Senfe of what they owe to
their God and to their Sovereign. The Brethren .
of the Society in Pertugal, mean time, harboured
all the Rancour imaginable in their Heartss
whilft their outward Deportment difplay’d Humi-
lity and Mortification.  We had neverthelefs fuch
good Intelligence, concerning their Behaviour,
that we were not impofed upon by this thew of
Sorrow,  Where they could or durft unbo-
fom themfelves, they raved inceffantly againft
the King and his Mipifters, intimating that their
Views were diametrically oppolfite to thofe of the
Holy Church, and that fome Judgment would
follow them for driving the Venerable Fathers
from their Miffions and perfecuting ‘them, and
thereby giving Scandal to the Judians, and forcing
them back to their old Idolairy. To others, of
whofe Attachment they were lefs aflured, they
fhrugg’d up their Shoulders, nay they wept, and
wifh’d that God would turn the Hearts of their
Enemies and Perfecutors, “ God knows, our °
Zeal for the Catholick Faith,” they would venture
to fay, “ was the only Motive to do what we have
done: Where the Happinefs of living in Wilds,
Woods and Defarts and” amongft a ftupid and
barbarous People, expofedd to all the Dangers,
and all the Inclemencies of the Country and Cli-
mate, unlefs we were ftimulated by higher Mo-
tives than Intereft? Alas! we fear the Tem-
poral Powers, are too refin’d, and fet too light ?1’
_ ' 1 the
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the Caufe of Religion, when they can a& fo
cruelly againft its Propagators and Defenders!
Ah! what will become of our poor Profelytes?
Will they not return to that Ignorance and Bar-
barifm out of which we had dragg’d them?
Oh! who muft be anfwerable, at the great Day,
for fo many Souls, thus loft to, and, as it were,
plundered from Heaven 2

Thefe Infinvations were not confined to Porta-
gal; but the Emiffaries of the Society fpread the
blackeft Calumnies againft his Moft Faithful Ma-
jefty, his. Minifters and Officers, in every Nation
and at every Court where they had the leaft In-
fluence. They, in fhort, fo work’d upon the

Common People here, and upon their Devotees,
that every where was to be heard Whifpers and
Infinuations againft the Wifdom of his Majefty and
his Councils, nor was the Royal Palace exempted
from the Influence of their cunning Artifices. Even
her Majefty and one of the Princeffes were pre-
judiced by them, and his Highnefs, the Infant Don
Pedro, became an Interceflor for thefe Mifcreants,
who now plainly demonftrated that they abound-
ed more in the Wifdom and Policy of this
World, than in the Humility and Mecknefs of
the Gofpel. ‘

- We were not Idle, on our Parts, and tho” we
gave them fuch a Latitude of Expreffion, and
feem’d to wink at their Machinations, his Moft
Faithful Majefty was refolved to make a proper
Example (without giving, however, too great Scan-
dal to our Holy Religion) of this Mackiavelian
Fraternity.  For this purpofe, at length, the
Bull of the Holy Father, Benediff xiv. was or-
dered to be Publifhed, in which it appeared that
the wife Head of the Church, after examining
the Proofs againft the Society, as well as their
Defence, in relation to their Practices, in the Do-

: minions
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minions of the two Kings, in Sdwth America, was
fully convinced that the feveral Accufations
brought againft thefe holy Fathers were thorough-
ly well grounded, and that a fpeedy Reformation
of the Society was abfolutely neceffary.

Authorifed by this Bull, our good Friend, the
worthy Cardinal Saldanba immediately fet about
executing his Commiffion. He vifited all their
Houfes, at Lifbon, in Perfon, beginning with the
Houfe of Profeffion at §¢. Rogue, where even the
Tabernacle * did not efcape his penetrating Search.
I will riot trefpafs upon your Patience, to tell you
the Difcoveries from this Vifitation ; but, in a few
Words, from thence we had fufficient Reafon to
perceive, that the Intereft and Authority of this
Society were entirely repugnant to thofe of the
King, and contrary to the Welfare of the People
of a well governed State. ' We have ample Te-
ftimonies, and they are fuch as aftonifhed the
good Cardinal, that no Self-denial, no Mortifica-
tions were prattifed by the Members of the So-
ciety of Fefus ; but that every Appetite and every
Paffion has its Gratification provided for. In fhorr,
it was plain that they were a Community, a Re-
publick, what fhall I call it, within another, and
ever counteralting its falutary Purpofest. Af-
ter this Search, his Eminence fignified to all the
Colleges, « that they fhould, within the Space of
three Days, deliver up to him the Keys of all
their Warehoufes of fudia Goods and Effects, up-
on Pain of Excommunication ; all their Accompt-
Books, Cafh-Books, Letter-Books, Bills of Ex-
change ; together with an exa& Account of all
their Eftates, Lands, ready Money, Debts, Bene-

* A Clofet near the Altar, where the confecrated Wafers, or
Hoflts are kept.
+ Much the fame Reafons have prevented the Toleration of
the Romif Religion in Exgland.
12 fices
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fices annexed to their Colleges, and of all their
Revenues and Pofleflions whatfoever.” He ap-
pointed, alfo Sub Delegates, to infpeét and take
an Account of thefe Matters, in America and the
Indses.

So much thefe Fathers had impofed upon the
ignorant and fuperftitious®, that the Clamour was
general throughout Lifbon, in their favour, and I
believe had not great Care been taken, would
have occafioned very bad Confequences. The
Fathers endeavoured to give many Reafons againft
complying with this Injunétion, They pretended
to afert, thar they carried on no Commerce but
with what they got in return for Bréves & Amarca+,
Veronciast, and Samtoes|, That the Gentile Con-
verts to whom they were given, out of Gratitude
and Reverence, made them Prefents of Cacao,
Sugar, Coffee, India Silks, and Callicoes, and that,
though the King might prohibit them from con-
tinuing this Kind of Traffick, he had not a Right
in Juftice or Equity, to feize on their then Pof-
{eflions, or what they had for their Maintenance. At
the fame time, the Cardinal Patriarch, Archbithop
of Lifbon, iflued a Paftoral Letter, which took from
the Socicty all Power of preaching and hearing
‘Confeflions, and allowing them only to fay Mafs,
They are forbid ro have any Schools or Acade-
mies (this is firiking at the Root, § your Lord.

* This, from the Pen of a Portupuefz, carries a firange Ab.
furdity with it. Were not the whof:Nation Slaves always to’
Tgnorance and the groffeft Superflition?

T Thefe are fhort Sentences, confecrated by the Pope, and
inclofed in Silk, in the Form of a Ball or Piacufhion.

Medzls of Saints, made of Copper.
Images in Parchment, and others in Relievo,

§ Pity it is, that fo many of the Subjeéts of England are
fent to 5¢. Omer's and Dosay. Surely, without infringing t00
much the natural Authority of miftaken Parents, this might
be prevented, : '

fhip
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thip will fay) all their Scholars have been fent to the
Dominicars * Colleges, and put under the Tuition of
thofe Fathers. It was neceflary alfo to prohibit
their vifiting of the Prifoners in Goal: = Offices
of that kind, which carry with them fuch a fhew
of ‘Mercy and chriftian " Compafiion, made too
deep an impreffion upon the Vulgar, in favour
of the Fefuits. The Trinitarian Fathers were
appointed, therefore, to atcend that Duty and to
adminifter to Criminals at the Place of Execution.
The Patriarch difpatched, alfo, circular Letters
to all the Archbithops and Bifhops of thefe
Kingdoms 1 enjoining them to hinder the Fefuits
from preaching and confefling, and the Societ
were ordered at the fame Time to fhut up all
their Difpenfaries and prohibited from felling any
more Medicines or Drugs, which had alfo con-
tributed, too much, to raife them in the Opini-
on of the Populace, :

Your Lordfhip will imagine, without doubt,
that the good Fathers were not idle during thefe
Attacks upon them; and as they had a faft hold
of the Confciences of many miftaken People of
the firft Rank, particularly the Females, there
was no hindering their being ftill their fecret
and private Confeflors and moulding them  as
they pleafed. And indeed, the Edi& of 1753,
fo wifely iffued by his Moft Faithful Majeity,
and which, but for the late dreadful Earthquake,
and its fatal Confequences would have been carri-
ed into Execution with the utmoft Rigour, or-
dering all Convents to deliver in Lifts of the
Eftates purchafed by, or bequeathed to them, fince
the Ancient Law of Mortmain, and alfo for
producing the Ancient Charters, or Eftablifhe

L ]

* Out of the Frying-Pan into the Fire,
1 Portugal and  Algarve. ;
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ments of their feveral Convents, with a2 view to
fhew the encreafe of their Communities fince
their re(pective Inftitutions. I fay, my Lord, chis
Edick had fo much alarmed every Hive of Drones
throughout the Kingdom, that they made as it
weie one common Caufe with the Fe/wits, againit
the Adminiftration: So that netwithftanding the
Power and Firmnefs of his Majefty and his Mi-
nifters, our Defigns, fo falutary for the Nation,
would have met with prodigious Obftacles, had
not the Wickednefs and Malice of the Fefuits
hurried them into the lzte Confpiracy, which will
confequently open the Eyes of the People, and
fatisfy them of their true Intereft. So that Good
will thence refult out of Evil*.

Fofeph Mafcarenkas +, whom you was well ac-
quainted with when you was at Lifgon, had, about
the Time of thefe Proceedings againft the Jefuits,
entirely ruined himfeif in the Opinion of his Ma-
~ jefty.. The Pride and Infolence of his Behaviour
had been long infupportable, and after his Moft

Faithful Majefty had interfered and put 2 Stop
to fome of thofe Proceedings which he had car-
ried on for the aggrandizement of his Family,
every Look, every Alion feemed to breath Dii-
obedience, Rebellion, and Treafon. You can-
not forget his Uncle F. Gafpar de Incarnagao, and
-with what Authority he was vefted by the late
King of Pious Memoryt. You remember too, my
Lord, to have heard me fay, that his prefent Ma-

* This is talking like a true Statefman, Jndeed Confpira-
cies and Rebellions where they prove un{uccefsful, are fure to
the Hands of Government, .

-+ The late Duke D’ Awsiro; but this Letter being writ-
%ﬁaﬁuh&nbegmdaionmdﬂmim,mrmnmbh

es.
1 This Expreflion was meant, I fuppofe, as a Speer, and not 2
Complimeut, F. Gafpar was a frmngﬁm Friar, ?
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jefty, when Prince of the Brazils, was treared of-
ten too freely by him. However, what 7. Gafpar
did by his Influence, in favour of his Family,

uffed up Jofeph Mafcarenbas to fuch a Degree of
ganity and Infolence, as, added to his natural
Vices, made him perfeitly intolerable. Oncé he
had the Affurance, having entered the ¥refence
at the fame Time with me, and when I was prefi=
ing to inform his Majefty of fomewhat the Duties
of my Poft required he fhould know, he rudely ftep-
ped in before me, and when the Audience was over,
faid farcaftically ; © Remember, my Lord, the Diffe-
rence between the Houle of Aveiro and that listle
Houfe of *#*****  Indeed there was fome Diffe-
rence then ; but the Houfe of ***** is illuftrious
by its Zeal and Fidelity to its Sovereign, and
would hardly now envy the Condition of the Maf
carenbafes. 1 don’t give your Lordthip this little
Anecdote from the revengeful Remembrance of
an Injury®, but to fhew you how far his Vanity
could carry him. You know, with regard to his
general CharaQer, the illufrious Mafiarenbafes had
no Reafon to boaft of their Reprefentative. e
was a Libertine, Debauchee, a lukewarm Friend;
and a bitter, implacable Enemy ; nor was there
at Lifbon one Soul, that had any AffeCtion for
him, out of the Circle of his own Family. A
Man of this Character was a .proper Subje@ for
the Jefuits to werk up to their Purpofes, even had
he had no imaginary Grievances of his own: But
thefe were not wanting ; for if the being excluded
his Majefty’s Councils was a great one+, the hin-
dering him from procuring the Life Grants and

_ ';}'{feir the Statefman here denies what is plain to every
one elfe. :

+ It-muft be obferved, that his prefent Majeity had been fo
infulted and overborn by the late Minifter, when Prince, that he
hated the whole Family ever after,

Commendams
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Commendams of his Family from being unalis
enably added to their Patrimonial Eftate, (for they
were truly fubject to the fame Regulations with
the reft of the ecclefiaftical Benefices of the King-
dom,) and the putting a Stop to his Defign upon
the Cadaval Eftates, were more than fufficient to
inflame a Man of his Temper, againft the Govern«
ment.

Fofeph Mafcarenbas had endeavoured to contradt,in
a moft clandeftine manner, a Marriage between his
Son the Marquis of Goxvea, and Lady Margaret de
Lorens immediate Sifter to the Duke of Cadaval,
Don Nuno Cajetan de Mells, in order to blend that
illuftrious Houfe with his own. At the fame
Time that he put every finifter Method in Prac-
tice to hinder the minor Duke, who had never had
the Small Pox, from entering into the Marriage
State, by fomenting and ftirring up Law Suits and
Executions againft him ¥, in order to throw his
Eftates into fuch a perplexed Situation, as to De-
prive him of the Means neceflary to bear the
Expences of a Marriage, with which he might en-
deavour, to continue his illuftrious Houfe . . Sti-
mulated to hellith Fury by the bars that were
put, by royal Authority, to his Projects for this Mar-
riage, he endeavoured to bring over to his Party, all
the Difcontented and Faétious, who brooded over
their imaginary Grievances, and not only forbore to
approach the Court himfelf, where, he ufed to fay,
he had rather have his Legs cut off than' appear,
but he inftigated others to fhew the fame Dif-
refpect to the Royal Prefence: Nay, we had

* One would be apt to imagine from fome fimilarity of
Language here, that the Writer of this Letter was the Drawer.
up of the Genwine Semtence, which muft give the more credit

to this Account. ;
+ Is"not the Letter Writer a branch of the Cadava/ Family?

plain
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plain Proofs that he fuffered himfelf to be flat-
tered by his Sycophants with Titles never be-
ftow’d upon any but the Sovereigns of this King-
dom, and to have it faid that the Throne * was
the only Step that could raife him to a more illuf-
trious Situation. The Quarrel; the ‘open War,
that had fublifted between his Uncle, the late Mi-
nifter, F. Gafpar, and the Fefuits, which had been
unbatedly purfued by the Duke and all the Family,
feem’d to be the only Obftacle in the way of the
pernicious Union of Interefts between themy but
this was foon got over ; a like Refentment fubfifted
againft his Majefty and his: Government on ‘both
Sides, and the wiley Fathers (who never {tand out
when their Order is to be benefited or reveng-
ed+) madeall fuch abjet Advances to a Recon-
ciliation as fuited Fofeph’s Vanity, and, at the fame
Time, fattered his vindi&ive Temper. They
vifited him, in the moft private Manner, at his
Houfes in and near Lifbon, and a coalition of In=
terefts was there refolved upon, after the moft
“folemn Reconciliation between them had been
brought about. It would amaze and flartle
you had you heard, as I have done, what Dif-
courfe paffed at thefe Conferences: There the
blackeft Schemes were canvafs’d over, and the
defigring Fathers, particularly gave the moft
flattering Hopes to Fofeph, even, endeavouring to
rove that his right to the fupreme Authority
in thefe Kingdoms, was inconteftable §, enlarging
upon all the difaffeéted Topicks againft the pre-
* The Dukes D’Aweiro, weré of the blood of the ancient
Kings of Portugal, and when the Spamiards were expelled, an
Anceftor of the late Duke and the Marquis 2 #i/la Real, weére
both propofed for Sovereigns of Portugal, with the Duke of

Braganza; but the Friends of the laser carried it for him,
+ This is, it may be remembred, a Chdrafter of the Jefuits,

by aPortuguefe !

1 See the Note above.
- K fent
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fent Government, and mingling all with the bit-
tereft Reproaches, and the moft accurfed Threats
againft his Moft ' Faithful Majefty, and, upon the
Whole, ending in a Promife not only to abfolve
any one that fhould attempt his Moft Sacred
and Invalvuable Life; but flattering Fofepb that if
fuch attempt was made, and fhould fucceed, they
had Credit enough with the People, to get him
rais’d to the ‘Throne, and that, the Deed once
done, it would be eafy to throw the Odium  of it
‘vpon others, or to put it to the Account of a
_‘Miftake; his Majefty paffing from one Place to
-another, with very little Ceremony or Atten-
dance. They expatiated upon the - Oppreffions
“the Nobles laboured under®, angd the Privileges

* Whatever the noble Letter Writer may fay to excufe it,
. there was too much ground for this Imputation. Upon the
raifing the Duke of Braganza to the Throne, in 1640, which
was principally broughe about by the Nobility; they took care
to re-eftablifh their Ancient form of Government. ~Accordingl
_ their natural Cortss or Affemblies of the States were r%:?:
Thefe Affemblies were compofed of the Nobility, the Clergy
and the Commonalty, the latter reprefented by Deputies from
the principal Towns and Cities of the Kingdom. They did
not indeed ena& Laws, but they advifed them. They levied
‘T'axes, and took Cognizance of many other Matters of the
laft Imporiance. The Nobility were alfo main Inftruments in
depofing Alphonfo and raifing Peter to the Throne, and were
fo generous and publick Spirited as to ferve in all the Court
Ofiices, without Fee or Salary, refolving to fupport the Dignity
of the Crown. without burthening the People, in Times of
Difficalty and Diftrefs.  But when 'Jobrz V. came to the
Throne, he took all Opportunities to cu:b and epprefs his
- Nobles and, upon very frivolous Pretences banifhed and_con-
fined Numbers of them, faying to them pubiickly, « My
Grandfather feared you, and my Father loved you; but I nei-
. .ther love you, nor fear you, I-INI will make youo know, that I
am, and will be, the abfolute Sovereign of this Kingdom."
“This Monarch was as good as his Wal.if and, by various Me-
thods opprefs’d and ruin'd the whole Body, and, to Crown all,
there being a confiderable Debt owing to them from the Go-
vernment, (the Intereft of which was made an entailed Eftate

they
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they had been deprived of il the laft and prefent
Reign ; eéndeavouring to palliate all the Crimes
and bad Behaviour of that Body, and 'to prove:
that they wereé wantonly injured and opprefled
by the' Crown; whereas, neither in the lalt or
prefent Reign had any thing been ever done of
that kind, but for the Benefit of the People in
general®, and to fecure the Independency of the
Crown, which was much indangered by their

proud and factious Cabals. i
There was another Reafon that ferv’d very
probably to work up Fofeph to the late: Defperate
and atrocious Action T **FEF¥RERERRREREEE,
G A g And

to their Families, and was in fome of them almoft the only In-
heritance they had) the Payment of the Intereft was fuddenly
flopped, very arbitrarily ; but the Principal, they were inform-
ed, {hould be paid them, whenever thicy mldlzud free Lands
for its fafe Inveftiture according to entail. This was an Im-
pofiibility; for the Church had engroffed almoft all the Lands
that did" not belong to the Crown, or were not entailed al-
ready in noble Families. So that many of the Nobility
were reduced to Indigence, and fo continue to this Day.,
Some of the great Offices indeed were filled by them; but
they are too few to gratify a ‘tenth Part of thofe who ought
to ‘be provided for, and all the Salaries are very trifling.
- The fame humbling Steps have been takea by ?i; prefent
Portuguefe Majefty, ‘which may, together with the Hardfhips
and Reftritions laid upon fome particnlar Familics, be one Rea-
fon that fo many of the Nobility embark’d in the late detefta-
ble Conlpiracy. ; : :

* This, I believe, is a very fallacious Apology, as may be
feen by the preceeding' Note ; ‘but we could expeét no other
from this Quarter. If the Nobility of Portagal, indeed, had
not join'd the Sovereign in opprefling the Common People ;
the latter would, no doubt, have bee a Bulwark againft the
Ruin of the Grandees and Nobility ; bat 'tis Experience that
alone’ can make fome Perfons Wifé. Happy the Country
where the [ndependency of the Nobility and the’Liberty of the
Commans have a mutaal Dependence upon each other, and
form a Mound againft the Incroachments of Sovereign Pre-
rogative 1o057 <L Ton - Y . i ' hdd

+ The words in this part of my Manufcript were very care-
fully erafed; but-I muft needs fay this very Erafement feems to

afford
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And now, my Lord, I’ll endeavour to account
for the Tavoras joining with a Relation fo much
hated and defpifed by them, as was Fofepb Mafia-
v, : . reabas.

afford fome Ground for what has been afferted, and that
from no mean Authority. The Dutchefs of Aweirs is a
very beautiful Lady, and was always addrefs’d by *%*= wes=
with a more than ordinary Politenefs, of which, itis faid, fhe
was far from being Infenfible. * The **** tho' exceeding ab-
fervant of the ****% oave her mach umbrage u this
Account, and the late Duke ufed his Lady w’i(ge a gﬁlt deal
of Rigour and Cruélty for two Years Baﬂ What feems ta
contradi®t fuch a Suppofition is the Dutchefs's being fent
into Confinement with her Family ; buc that might be done
on purpofe to fave Appearances. “Tis [lrange that the Favourites
of the ****% {hould be embarked in the Confpiracy, if they
did not imagine their = Miftrels injured ; but, to be ﬂ:m
a Thirlt for.. Vi inée 'on this Account, (for it has been
feen how tender the Porrugusfe are of their Honour,) is faid
to be the real Motive that link'd the Taworas in this DeﬁEn
with a Man they hated fo much as they did the Duke
@ Aweiro, tho' fo near a Relation. The Portuguefe Punttilio
might be very well fuppos’d to be carried to the Height of
even deftroying a S———n, for a Trefpafs of this kind,
who, they found returaing, ina private Manner from difho-
nouring their Hounfe. To this caufe muft be alcribed the
great Numbers of Family Meetings, both before and .after
the Attempt upon the King. In thort, nothiag lefs than fuch
a mortal, and never togbe forgiven Injury, could unite fo,
many Branches of a Family together, who had, inevery other
Refpe, almoft, very different Interefts and many of whom
had Kﬁ_nrded each other with a moft implacable Hatred
The aflinating a Monarch, from fuch frivolous Caufes,as
are afligned in. our Letter, or even in the Sentence pub-
lithed by Authority, was no fuch light Matter, as to be.ar-
tcmm by Perfons eafy in their Fortunes, and of the high-
eft Rank, one' would think,  who muft be very feafible of the
Confequences of a Dilcovery. For it does not appear, by any af-
ter Proceedings, tho’ they were many Weeks at Liberty, that they
meditated any thing further than the Death of him who had
difgraced their illuftrious Houfe,. Had they intended a change
of Goyernment, or to breed farther Convulfions in the Na-
tion, they would not have waited till the King's recovery, or
heen fo infenfible as to fuffer the' Troops r.c".d_p pach Lifbsa,
in fach a Manaer without an Aitempr, at. leal, to pre-

¥ vent
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renbas. As Eleanor de Tavora™® was exceflive proud’ .
and haughty, fo fhe was equally fuperftitious and"
enthufiatick, and fo attached to the Fefuirs, that
ever fince they were forbid accefs to Court, fhe’
had not only refented it as an Injury done to thofe
Fathers, but even' to herfelf, notwithftanding alt
the World knew the Motives (as before given

u) of their Difgrace. But what principally
ad irritated her againft his Majefty, was the Re-
fufai to break through all Forms, Orders and Pre-
cedents, by making her Hufband a Duke, foon
after his Arrival from the Vice Royalty of the
Tudics, where it cannot be denied that he did the
State fome confiderable Servicest. Thdt Lady
herfelf and, by her Inftigation, her Hufband, had
prefented Memorials, and inceffantly perfecuted
the Miniftry to obtain a Diftin&tion that, it was
mildly reprefented, had ' never been granted for
fuch Services. This raifed her Fury to the utmoft
Height, and you muft in Juftice allow, that no
Woman had a more proud, infernal Spirit.  The®

ventit. No; and ’tis plain, by their waiting fo quietly for
his recovery, they imagined they were not in an
of a Dilcovery, and remain’d fa.;isfg‘d with the Vengeance
they had taken. If thefe Reports however, and this” Con-
jefture have avy Foundation, what Pain it muft give one
to reflect upon the Tortares the Criminal endured, and how
could one wifh that his Mjeity bad, at lealt, put them toa
lefs painful Death.’

¥ The Marchionefs of Tawora.

¥ No Viceroy of Goa, ever comported himfelf with more Gran-
deur, MaFniﬁcencc and Bravery. He wasa goodand a great Man
{tho’ he fo unhappily fell into this Snare) nor was the Marchio-
nels, the Creature reprefented in the above Letter. When the
Mazrquis arrived at Goa, in 1759, the King of Sunda had com-
mitted great Oatrages upon the Portuguefe Territories, and by
the jil Management of the former Viceroy, had made himfelf
very formidibie. His Dominions lie very near to Goa, and the
Mrguis of Tawora, in the Year 1553, put an End to the War
wtirely, by the Conquelt of his Kiagdom, after gaining feveral
coolidenable Victories over him.

the
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_the Purfuit of. this new Dignity was dictated from
the Confideration of rivalling her hated Brother-
in-Law; yet the Fefuits, who were informed of
her Difappointment and confequent Rage, from
her Confeffor, one of their Society, made that
Difappointment a Means of reconciling them,
and of putting them jointly upon the Deftruction -
of his moft facred Majefty. This Reconciliation
brought about at the Marchione(s’s Houfe,
E?:rc they perfuaded Mafcarenbas to wait upon
her, foothe and flatter her to his and their Pur-
pofes, by which fhe became a Principal in the di-
abolical Confpiracy.* « Could any thing be more
extraordinary, my Lord, than this Coalition, when-
it is remembered, that there fubfifted between the
wwo Parties, Jealoufy, Envy and Malice, and that
Mafcarenbas had endeavoured, on many Occafions,
to prejudice the Tavoras in, and to gain Pofleflion
of Part of their Fortune. But what could be diffi-
cult to effeé by At like the Fefuits, and a Can-

ning like that of the abandoned Ma/carenbas ?
After this Reconciliation, they all jointly .and
feverally endeavoured to draw every Branch of
the Family, and others, into their execrable De-
figns, which they too well effected, and her Huf-
band, two Sons, and Son-in-law, were the Dupes
of Eleanor’s fatal Councils, which have ended in the
Ruin of the Family. They held frequent ‘Meet-
ings and Cabals at Maftarcubafes and Tavoras
Houfes, and ‘at the two Convents of Antae and
8¢, Rogue, as well as other Colleges of the Fefuiss,
at which Meetings, Gabriel Malagrida, Fobn de
Matos, Fobn Alexander and other Fefuits, were al-
ways ‘prefent ; and in which it was debated and

*» 'Motives, fo trifting, T fear, jultify the Suggeftion in the
Note, at p, 75. : :

refolved
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refolved that his moft facred Majefty fhould be
killed, and a Change brought ‘about in the Go-
., vernment. By Eleanor’s “great Influence over
Francis “Affizes of Tavora * Lewis de Tavora+t,
Jofepb Maria, bher fecond Son, ~and Feronymo de
Attaide 1, her Son-in-law, fhe 'fo decoy’d them
from their Allegiance ; their Duty, Honour and
every thing hitherto held by them the moft fa-
cred, that they, at length, joined in all the
Schemes of Mafcarenbas and the Fefuits, who had a
prime Hand, alfo, in their Defection, witha Warm¢h
and Perfeverance truly infernal. Nay, they drew,
by one means or other, into different Degrees
of Guilt, every Relation or Dependant of their
Family, almoft, whofe Names, however, I hope,
will not be made publick upon this Occafion, tho’
for our own Security we have been obliged to
confine their Perfons, and of courfe muft banifh
them the Realm. _ _

Thus, my Lord, you plainly perceive the
Nature, Rife, and Motives of this Confpiracy,
the firft thing I propofed to inform you of, by
which it muft plainly appear to your Lordihip,
That the Fefuits were excited by Revenge (for
being driven from Court, and all Manage-
ment of Affairs, and thence reduced to an Impof-
fibility of continuing or palliating their: defpo-
tick Tranfations in America :) That Fofeph” May-
carenbas (who was Author of a thoufand CaBals
and Clamours, both againft his late and prefenc
Majefty,"by means of the Minifters and Fa&ions
of F. Gafpar his Uncle,) was ftimulared alfo by
Revenge, difappointed Pride and Ambition; to
engage inthe dreadful Plot with the faid Tefuits,
and that the fame Paflions, together with a fuperfti-

* Marquis of Tawora,
+ His Son, the younger Marquis,
T Earl of Atrokguia.

tious
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tious Veneration for the Jefuits, drew in Eleanor
de Tavera: And that her Artifices, thofe of Maf-
carenbas and the Fefuits, made the reft of that Fa-
_mily, Partakers of their Crimes. . 04
And now all Parties being agreed, a fclemn
Meeting was beld, in which the Murder of his Moft
Faithful Majefty was finally proje&ted, not one re-
lenting Voice amongft them pleading for MercY
to their Lord, their King, their. Father, and to
God’s Vicegerent, whole Death thefe Wretches
were facrilegioufly plotting in this fecret Manner.
September the third was fix’d upon as the Day that
was to rob the Portuguefe of his Majefty’s Care
and unwearied Protection : For which Purpole,
Mafcarenbas engaged two villainous Bravoes to af-
it him (Anthony Alvarez Ferreira, formerly a
. Domeftick of his, and Fofeph Policarp de Azevedo,
. Brother-in-law to Anthony) in way laying his Ma-
jefty in the Paffage from ‘his Country Houfe of
. do Mayo*, -to that called de Cima 1, and in the at-
tempt to deftroy him. He gave them Money to
buy Horfes, and was feveral Times on Horfeback
with them,. to bring them acquainted with the
King’s Carriage, which they were to attack, and
. to fhoot his moft facred Majefty, for which a Re-
ward of forty Moidores was, 0 be given them
(a Condition which was performed by his paying
them fixteen at one Time, four at another, and
twenty. at a third Payment) which Reward was
paid by himfelf, Francis de Tavora, Eleanor de
Tavora, and Feronymo de Attaide. Emanuel Alvarez
Ferreira, Jobn Mickael and Blaze Fofepb Romeiro,
the two former Servants to Fofeph Meafcarenbas,
and the Jatter Servant, and Corporal in the Com-
pany of Lewis de Tavora, were alfo brought to

* The Middle Palace.

+ The upper Palace. See the Note 2t p- 42.
afift
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aflit \in perpetrating the horrid' Crime. ~Nine’
Horfes were provided, and a Difguife for Mafca-
renbas, who was to make the firft Attack. Mean-
time, . the Fefuits talked in all Places of the Ar-
tachment of the Nobility to them; threatened
the Court with the divine Chaftifement, and fug-
gefted, that his Majefty could not live over the
Month of Seprember *, which Suggeftion was vent-
ed in the Tone of a Prophecy, particularly by
Father Gabriel Malagrida, who was the bittereft
Enemy his Majefty had, even in that infernal So-
ciety, where every one was inveterately fo.

When the fatal Night came, they all pofted
themfelves (that is, all the Male Confpirators a!-
ready mentioned,) in feveral Parties or Am-
buthes, within a {mall Piece of Ground, lying
between the Northern Extremity of the Houfes
belonging to the Garden called do Meyo and she
oppofite South: Extremity of the Garden called
de Cima, thro’ which his Moft Faithful Majefty
generally returned Home, when he had been a-
broad privately, as happened to be the Cafe this
Night; fo that ‘if he efcaped the firft Ambuth,
the others were all ready to receive him. Upon
his Majefty’s Carriage turning the Corner of the
aforefaid Northern extremity of the Garden
Houfes of do Maye, Fofeph Mafcarenbas, came
out from an Archway, where he, dlvarez Ferreira,
Policarp Azevedo and JFobn Michacl lay conceal- .
ed, and aiming a Blunderbufs at his Majefty’s
Coachman, honeft Coffodio da Cofta, endeavoured -
to fire but it happily mifs’d, otherwife had
it went off and the Coachman been difpatch-
ed, his Majefty would have become an eafy

* The good Fathers here, were a little out in their Politicks,
as will be feen in the Sequel ; but, gosd Men, to be fure they .
litle expefted that his Moft Faithful Majefty would efcape

with Life!
; & Prey
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Prey to thefe inhuman Butchers; but the Coacli-
man fecing the Flath, and imagining the Piece
was aimed to murder him, put on his Mules at
a very great Rate. Hereupon Ferreira and Azevedo,
the two Bravoes, were obliged to gallop after the
Carriage and fir’d, at random, thro® the Back of
it, beating it almoft all to Pieces, and wounding
his Majeityin many parts of his Body, with Slugs,
which {eemed to be made ufe of the better to fecure
the fatal Purpofe they were intended for his Ma-
jefly’s Death. And here the prefence of mind of my
Sovercign and that calmnefs fo natural to him,
was the immediate Caufe, under Providence, that
we now ftill have the Happinefs to live under
his ‘Government; for he immediately reflecting
that his chief Surgeon liv’d at Fumgueira, and
that if he advanc®d on his intended Way to his
Palace at Ajuda, he fhould be further from help,
and might expire with the lofs of Blood, which
he perceived flow’d plentifully from his many
large Wounds; forebore Sigh, Groan or Com-
plaing, and with his remaining Strength ordered -
the Carriage to torn back from the Place it
then was in, to Fungueira, to the Houfe of his faid
chief Surgeon, by which means his Moft Sacred
Majefly efcaped the other Ambufhes that were
faid for him, by fome of which he muft certainly
bave been Difpatched. His Wounds were found
fo extremely dangerous that it was thought pro-
per he Thould continue at fangueira for a few
- Days, ’till he could with Safety be removed .to
ene of his Palaces. : ; o
One fees, my Lord, in his Majefty’s cfcape, the
. evident and Wonder-working ‘hand of Prowvi-
dence, determined, thro’ Mercy and Favour to
Poriygal, to preferve his Moft Sacred Majefty’s
dafe, thro’ fuch imminent Perils and Dangers.
And tho’ the Pain his Majefty afterwards wlfm
{ i thro’
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thro’, the excruciating Torture of his ‘Wounds
and his Cure, were fufficient one would think to
have brought him to his Grave; yet his admira-
ble Patience and conformity to the Directions of
his Phyficians and Surgeons, the Prayers of the
whole Nation, under the Bleffing of our Lord
Guod, reftored him o all our Defires and Withes.
The Criminals who had aétually fired and thofe
who waited in the other Ambufhes, returned afs
ter the Commiffion of this horrid Faét, to the
Road leading to Mafearenbas’s Garden, glorying
in what they had done; but ftrangely fearful ‘that
they had not thoroughly difpatched his Moft
Sacred Majefty. Mafcarenbas fruck his Blunder-
bus which mifs’d Fire, upon the Stones, and had
the infernal Impudence to fay, Damnation feize
thee! when I want thee thou art of no ufe to me.
Francis de Tavora making fome doubt that his Ma-
jefty was kil’d, Mafearenbas cry’d No marter;
if be is not dead be fball die; another faid, Aye, but
the Point is, when will ke be able to go out, €5¢. The
néxt Day the Hellith Confpirators had a Family
meeting, wherein fome reproached Antbony Alva-
rez and the other Bravo, for not having done the
Bufinefs effectually, others faid, had he not turn’d
off to Fumpueira, he would not have efcap’d
their furer Aim. And from the fatal Night to
the Day they were fecured, which was not till
Dec. 28, they appeared as alert and gay as if
nothing had happened, and, indeed, feemed to be
‘wrapt up in the 1dea that no Sufpicion had fallen
upon them ; but ‘they were very greatly mif-

‘taken. i
It was upon the affembling of a cabinet Coun-
cil as foon as his Majefty was able to difcourfe,
which was not under Six or Seven Days, that
we fix’d upon fuch a Plan as we thought wouid
readieft conduce to difcover the Perpetrators of
L2 this
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this horrid Infule. At firft, the faithful Servants
of his Majefty ftood aghaft; we look’d at one
“another, as if we were Wild, and even a Dif-
truft of every Perfon around us infinuated itfelf
into our Minds, and we feem’d to give all over
for loft. But our Souls, at length, refum’d their
firmnefs and we gave fuch Orders as we thought
proper. The Queen was velted with the exe-
cutive Authority, an Injunétion againft fpeaking
or talking of State Affairs was publifhed, and
fecret Orders were fent to the Troops cantoned
at a Diftance from Lifbon, to move flowly, and
as it were in the common rout of Duty, towards
that Capital, at the fame Time that we fent down
fuch Officers to Command them as we could de-
pend upon the Fidelity of. Meantime, I felected
Ten or a Dozen of thofe Followers whom I could
moft readily depend upon, and who, yet, were
not known, publickly, to be my Creatures, Thefe
1 gave Inftructions to mix as much as pofiible
with all Ranks of People, but particularly with
the Nobility and the Fefuits; for I had fome
foreboding the Mifchief came from their Quar-
ter, and to take notice of the leaft Hint or Whif-
per that was let fall.

You will acknowledge, my Lord, that my
“own Situation, was become a very delicate one;
‘my known Attachment to his Majefty, and the
‘royal Family, the. Ill-will I had gained of fome
. Perfons, for my fteady Purfuit of Meafures that
,were conducive to the Glory of his Moft Faithful
. Majefly, and the Good of the Commonwealth,
made me fufficiently apprehenfive for my own
Safety ; but not terrify’d on that Account, I con-
tinued to aé with the utmoft Perfeverance, in
- endeavouring to bring to Light the Authors of
this dreadful Aflaffination, determined to bll;ing

them
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them to condign ,Punithment, even if they were
related to my own Blood.

My Intelligencers, before the Middle of Ofober,
were able to dire¢t our Purfuir after the Objeéts of
Juftice. They univerfally agreed that, there was an
Air of Myftery, and, at the fame Time, a concealed
Joy very vifible in the Families of Mafcarenbas and
Tavora 3 that they frequently held Meetings to-
gether, and that Eleanor de Tavora vifited Fofepb
Mafcarenbas perpetually.  This Reconciliation be-
tween two Houfes who, though fo nearly allied,
1 was fenfible, bore the moft bitter Hatred to
one another, ftill encreafed my "Sufpicions, that
from that Source, the Nation had been fo fhame-
_ fully injured in the Attempt upon the Life of its
nurfing Father. The Air of Myftery Fofeph Maf-
carenbas put on, his Afliduity at Court, which
was extraordinary, his frequent and particular
Enquiries after the Health of his Majefty, con-
firmed me in this Belief. Soon after, an Agent
we had at Rome, and another in Spain, procured
fome original Letters written by the Fefuits at
Lifbon, 1o their Correfpondents at both thofe
Courts, particularly from Malagrida, beforemen.
tioned, wherein they fixed, the Month of Sep-
tember, as the final Period of his Majefty’s Life,
by way of Prophecy, as before obferved, and one
of the Letters, in a2 manner, gave us a thorough
dofight into the Plot. All the while we put on
an Air at Court of the utmolt Eafe, feeming to
have no Concern, but for his Majefty’s Recovery,
and tho’ the Troops were moving from all Quar-
ters, the Confpirators (depending upon the Secre-
¢y, that was fo inviolably fworn to by all con-
cerned) feemed to be perfectly tranquil, and to
wait patiently for the Bolt that was to cruth them
with its Weight,

At
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At the Beginning of November, we gained al«
moft a pofitive Proof of what we fufpected. One
Miguel Serveira, a Glover of Lifbon, and who had
fome Obligations to me, came. late at Night to
my Houfe, and, at his prefling Defire, was intro-
duced to me. He there, after exprefling his Sor-
row at the Accident that had happened to our
Sovereign, faid, that, hearing his Majelly was
wounded by Blunderbufles, he bad no Keft for
fome Weeks within himfelf, becaufe of a Circum-
ftance that he believed might tend to the Difco-
very of the Authors of that Infule,

He added, trémblingly, that one Authony Alvarez
Ferreira, whom he knew to be a defperate and
bold Ruffian, had borrowed a Blunderbufs of him
on the 3oth Day of duguff, which he recurned him
again on the 8th of September, and that when he
brought it home, he made Ufe of thefe Expref-
fions. 1 thank you for this Favour. I bad better
Sport with it than ever I bad in my Life. Struck
with this, I afked him, where the faid dnrbony
had moftly been feen fince that time, and had
for anfwer, that He was fo wuch at the Duke of
Aveiro’s, that be imagined be was taken into bis
Service. .

“ You will acknowledge, my Lord, that this
beamed Conviction, almoft of the Turpitude of
Mafcarenbas : However, 1 fhewed no Emotions
before my Informant, contenting myfeif with giv-
ing him a Sum of Money, and ordering him to
be in the way, whenever I fent for him. Some
Days afterward, one of my Spies informed me,
that in a little Hedge Tavern, the Perfons .who
kept it being his Relations, /he fell into Compa-
ny with one Roffolier, a Frenchman, who, he under-
ftood taught Fencing at Count Unied’s, and talk-
ing of the late Attempt upon the King, the lo-
quacious Frencbman f{aid, amonglt other Things :

I am
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Lam fure, if it could be proved, that bis Majefly bad
been fired at with Pifiols, I fhould Jufpelt a Friend
of mine, one' Ferreira, who borrowed a Brace of me,

¢-the Day before the Accident, in order to try them,
and returned thews with a frivolous Excufe, two Days
afterwards, though I know they wouid fland Proof,
My Man enquired particularly who this Ferreirg
was, and 1 found, by his Account, that he was
the fame Perfon, that had, about the fame Time
alfo borrowed a Blunderbufs, and putting thefe
Circumitances together, I could not help conclud-
ing that this Anthowy Alvarez Ferreira, was one of
the Affaffins. However, 1 kept all this to my-
{elf, and only made ufe of the Precaution of l{&
curing the Perforis of Roffolier and M Serveira,
in the molt private Manner, who [ ept clofe at
my Country Houfe, under a Guard of my Ser-
vants, for fear they might through their Indifcre-
tion, fay more than [ withed at prefent they
thould. Soon after 1 received a Letter from
Sagamansraasasns which related the extraordina-
ry Buftle and Confulration that_employed every
Day or every other Day at her Houfe o} e iy

Now, you will fay my Lord, that I was pre-
pared to unravel all this iniquitous Myftery, and
indeed I began to- think I mighe very fafely pro-
ceed vpon the Information I had, and his Majefty
and the Privy Council, when thefe Circumftances
were laid before them, feemed all to think the
fame.  But in an Affair, that muft involve in it
the Deftruction of many Perfons of the firft Rank,
t00 ‘much Caution, I was of Opinion, could nat
be ufed ; and I was alfo of ‘Opinion, that Self Ac-
cufations drawn by Torture, with the Evidence

+ Surely this was not the Lady hinted at in the Note .
Here the Lines were likewife erafed which makes me ﬂiﬁvﬂcr‘y
fufpicious about her,

of
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of 2 low Mechanick and a Foreigner, would be
infufficient to fatisfy the World of the Guilt of
the Confpirators. As to the Evidence of SRaen.
which I laft mentioned®, I knew, I muft, by no
means, publickly make ufe of it.. In order there-
fore to procure better and more unexceptionable
Evidence, 1 formed a Plan, which was this. Asl
knew Mafcarenbas and the Tavoras were pofieffed
of many Friends in the Brazils and the Eaft- Indies,
1 made no doubt but they would, by the firft Op-
portanity, let thefe Friends know what had been
tranfaded ‘in Portugal, and as no Veflel would fail
for two Months to our Settlements, upon the Go-
vernment’s Account, I got Pedro Mendoza, Cap-
tain of the Brig, Neufira Senbora D’Ajuda, who
was to be depended upon, to petition the Secre-
taries of State, for leave to make a Voyage to the
Coafts of Brazil, upon the Bufinefs of making
fome new Difcoveries. I imagined, by this Op-

rtunity, the Confpirators would endeavour to
end Letters, and it happened to turn out accord-
ing to my Expeftations. Mendoza, as foon as the
Liberty was granted, and his Deftination made
publick, had large Packets fent him from Num-
bers of Hands, and fet fail at the Beginning of
November. - 1 gave him Inftructions, fealed up,
which he was not to open, till he came to the
Azores, when he was thereby direted to deliver
211 his Letters and Packets to Don Fulian de Mello,
the King’s Commiffary" at thofe Iflands, who af-
ter infpeéting them, and keeping fuch as he found
it neceffary to keep, was to re-deliver him the
reft ; with which he was to proceed on his Voy-
age to the Brazils, carrying fome Advices from
the King of great Importance. This was all
tran{a&ed as T would have it, Don Fulian, by his

# See the Note preceding. §
. Majelty’s
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Majefty’s Frigate, the Arckangel, in three Weekg.
Time, returned me twenty-ive Letters, wrtiten
by Malagride and Mattes, two Fefuits § by Mafs
carenbas, by Eleanor de Tavora, by Francis and
Lewis de Tavera and orthers, plainly avowing .
the late horrid Action, with- Threats of future
Vengeance, in completion of their accutied De-
fign, and filled with Menaces and Calumnies againft
the Adminiftration. ' e

- Thus furnithed with the Arms, we wanted, the
moft important Thing temaining, was ta fecure the
Perfons of thefe inhuman Wretches, and to bring
them to thejr deferved Punithment. . - .«

By the middie of Decembers we had: rharch’d
into the Environs of this-Capital, between 7 and
8000 of fuch Troops as, -with the Officers com-
manding them; we knew were at the Devotion of .
the Court ! And all this was done without much.
Notice being taken, nor did it awaken the Con-
fﬁiramps'gut of that Lethargy which had (by
the Diretion and Influence of Heaven) feized
them. - Proper Perfons were pitch’d’ upon { civil
Officers) ‘who had the neceflary Orders given
them, as had the principal Officers of the Troops,
fealed up, and not to be opened till Dec. 28, at
Seven o’Clock in the Evening.: It was fo dex-
troufly managed that, in the Morning of that Day,
a particular Account had been obtained of the Places
where ail the Confpirators were to be met with
in the Evening, whether at home or ‘abroad.

It had caus’d fome debate in Council, whether
the feizing of {uch a Number of Perfons, as was.
propofed, would not too much alarm the Pub+
lick. But thofe who were for the moft Efficacis
ous Methods, ftuck to their Point, which was,
that the Mafcarenbafes, the Tavoras, with every
Soul, Man, Woman and Child, of their Families
fhould be confined, referving to the King to

M make
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make fuch Satisfa@ion to thofe that were found In-
nocent, for their Detention, as he fhould judge
proper.  You are fenfible, my Lord, in the
Number of thofe that were imprifoned, fome
of my own particular Friends were included;
but let whoever be “affected we thought it expe-
dient to fearch thoroughly into, and root out the
very Seeds of fuch abominable Treafon and Par-
ricide. :

- At the.appointed Time, thefe Orders were pri-
vately opened and every Man did his Duty with’
Fidelity ' and Punctuality, fo that, at the fame
Inftant, the feveral Parties of the Troops fur-
rounded the Houfes of the' Sufpected, and their
Perfons, and every one in' their Families were
made Prifoners, without much Oppofition, Fran-
cis and Eleanor 'de Tavora, with their Son Lewis
de Tavora, were' taken coming out of the Enmg-
Iyfb - Faétory where they had. affited at a Ball,
given on Account of ‘his Madjefty’s Recovery,
and ofeph Mafcarenbas, the only one who offer-'
ed to make’ Refiftance, was feized at his Country
Houfe of A2e¢itao.  When he perceived his
Houfe was furrounded, or rather before he fuf>
pected it :to ‘be entirely furrounded, his Counte-
nance fell, he trembled; but refuming fome
Courage, gave Orders to his Servants to bring
Fire Arms, and protefted he would defend him-
felf to the la Exwemity. A fure fign this of his
Guilt. But whilft they were putting his Orders in-
1ixecution, Lewis Antbony Leiro, a Notary, refolutely
entered, followed by Capt. Gafpar Nunez and three
Soldiers, and feized on his Perfon; then all his,
boafted Fortitude forfook him, and fo confcious
was he of his Crime, that he never once offered
to enquire into the Meaning of his Arrelt, only
faying to the Notary. Sir, ufe me according to

T "y
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my Rank, as youball Anfwer the contrary at your Peril,

By the time the Clock ftruck One, the next
Morning, all this mighty Bufinefs was happily
Accomplifhed, and Eleanar de Tavora, was fafe-
ly lodg’d in the Convent das Grillas. Fofeph
Mafcarenbas, Francis de Tavora, Lewis de Tavora,
Fofeph Maria de Tavora, Feronymo de Atiaide,
and fome others were ftrongly Iron’d in dif-
“ferent Apartments in the Caltle of Belem. The
ret of the Perfons were difpers’d in  fuch
Prifons and Convents as had Conveniences pro-
per for their Rcccgti(m. The late Dutchefs of
Aveiro, with her Children, were only reftrain’d
to the Convent de Madre de Dio, with the Liberty
of walking at large within the Walls of the Place
of their Confinement.  Orders were given that the
fhould be at tended in a Manner fuitable to her
Quality, as fhe was imagined not to have any
Concern in this black Confpiracy *.

The Publick feem’d, for fome Time, aftonifh’d
at all thefe myfterious Tranfactions: but they
were foon convinc’d of the Neceffity of this
Severity, by a Declaration of the Crimes they ftood
charged with. The infamous Authony, Alvarez
Derreira, was taken the next Day in attempting
to get on board a French Ship in the Port; but
unfortunately his vile Affociate Azeveds either
{ecreted himfelf; or had before left the King-
dom. However the Inftru&ions, and Defcripei-
on of his Perfon, fent to our Minifters and Agents
at Foreign Courts are fo precife that we make
no doubt of foon Difcovering his retreat: Indeed
the Deteftion and - Punithment of fuch abandon-
ed Mifcreants, interefts all Mankind; but in
a more particular Manner Sovereign Princes who

-* Sure the Favour had fome extraordinary Motive for i,
etherwile the near Relation fhe ftood into the principal Coa-
fpirator, would fcarce have entitled her to it? s

M2 muft
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mult be all fcandalized at fuch a2 Notorious and
atrocious Attempt, ,

Thefe proud thefe haughty People, loft, from -
the moment of their becoming Prifoners, all
that daring Infolence for which they had been
remarkable, and could even {peak to their Goa-
lers in fupplicating Terms, for the lictle kind
Offices they were capable of doing them. In
order to begin their Penance, they were command-
ed to be fed upon Bread and Water, and Prepa-
ratiens were begun for getting from them, by
Torture, what yet lay concealed in their rank-
rous Bofoms. ;
: Your; Lordfthip muft not think, that in this

general Capture, the holy Fathers of Fefus were
forgotten. No; all their Houfes were furround-
ed, and no one fuffered to go in or out. In one
of them were found great Quantities of Arms,
with Ammunition and other warlike Provifions ;
fo that it was thought proper to order thirty of
them into clofe Confinement, and -1 make no
doubt this wiley *, this politick Order wiil be
foon banifhed this Kingdom ; nay, that in every
chriftian Country, they will meet” with the Fare
of the ‘pernicious Kuights Templars+. But ta
return :

Proper Examiners being appointed, the Prifon-
ers, in the Caltle of Belem, were feverally put to
the Torture, and, my Lord, upon this Occafion,
it was thought expedient to heighten it, to the
utmoft Degree that human Nature could poffibly
fupport. All of them confefled their Crimes, except
young Fofeph Maria de Tavera: As to moft of the

* The Fefuits, from their Confeflions, knew the Secrets of
the unfortunate l!'amﬂy, and artfully, by working up their Re-
fentment againft the King to the Kighcﬁ Piteh, produced this
fad Cataftrophe.

1 For their Pride and Sins agaicft Nature, é9c. the Order
was abolithed in 1309. They had then the Poffefionof 16,000
Lordihips in various Parts of Eurepe.

' reft
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reft, all their Fortitude was extin@, and even the
baugbty * Mafcarenbas, fiooped fo low, as to beg,
to fupplicate the Counfellors prefent, to inter-
ceed to his Majefty in his Favour. Framcis de
-Tavora, behaved with more Decency, and 1 faid
fome Things that **%%%% " "

But, my Lord, I fhall not trouble you with the
Ravings of thefe unha Wretches, under the
firaining that every Joint, Mufcle, Nerve and
Vein endured § let 1t fuffice, that, they confirmed,
by their own Confeffion §, all that I have before
related to you; but when their Pains had been
carried to the utmoft Saetch, Frenzy, Madnefs,
Raving, wild, incoherent Stuff, proclaimed to their
Judges, that tho’ the Rack had not robbed them
of I%ife, Reafon was entirely banifhed by-it.

But I cannot omit the Bravery of Fofeph Ma-
rig, and with it had been employed in another
Caufe, When firft examined, he deported him-
felf with a2 decent Intrepidity 5 but no Torture
could draw from him a fingle Word, either in
Confeffion of his own Guile, or Accufation of
others. When all his Joints were diflocated, he
laid, Gentlemen, I am prepared for every Torment
but thefe Lips fball never utter a fingle Word more.
#What I did, I thought myfelf in Honour obliged to
dos 1 am [arisfied 1 afted from good Motives (thefe
were the Wretch’s Expreffions) and no Torments,
Shoall bave Power to make me recant 5 or accufe per-
baps the inmocent : For Heaven knows what excrucia-
ting Pangs, Tormenis worf¢ than thofe of the damned,
may involuntarily draw from me|. Tell your King §

$atxares®. Every one wept at the Behaviour of

* Here again, the affronted Statefman {peaks, Sce p. 71.
+ Said, I'fuppofe, what was hinted at'in the Note at p. 75,
1 Extorted Confeffion !
| Very true and very fenfible,
* § No doubt the Lines here again erafed were of the fame
Tendency as thofe in p, 75.
' this
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this beautiful Youth; but the ftern Rules of Juﬁwc
obliged them to fhew him no Favour *.

The High Court of :Judicature eftablithed for
the Trial of thefe Confpirators, having had all
the Proofs, of their Crimes, and their own Con-
feffions laid before tifem, after the moft mature
Deliberation, paffed Segitence, as follows. ;

That ?ofepb Mafe (who with the reft,

ad been unnaturalized and degraded) be con-
veyed, with a Halter, ahout his Neck, and Pro-
clamation of his Crimes, to the Place of Execu-
tion, where, upon a high Scaffold, after the break-
ing _alive, by the Rupture of the eight Bones of
his Legs and Arms, he be expoled upon a
Wheel. That afterwards he be burnt alive, with
the Scafffold, on which he was executed," and
the Afhes bc thrown into the Sea. His Arms
and Atchievements, wherever placed, and his
Houfes of Abode to be pulled down, the. Places
where they flood reduced to -2 Wild, and
flrewed with Salt, and all his Eftates confifcated
to the Crown. That Francis de Tavora, fuffer
the fame Pains and Penaltes. No Perfon ever
after to ufe the Sirname of Zavers, on Pain of
Forfeiture of all their Goods. Antonio Alvarez
Ferreira and  Jofeph Policarp de Azevedo, to be
burnt alive, and their Afhes thrown into the Sea,
with Confifcation of Goods and Chatrels, and Erafe-
ment of their dwelling Houfes, &'c. Fofeph Policarp
having abfconded, a Reward of 10,000 Crufadoes
is offcred for fecuriug him in this Kingdom, or
29,000 Crufadoes, for fecuring him in any foreign
Country, befides travellmg Expences. Lewis
Bernard of Tavora, Feromymo of Aitaide, Fofeph
Maria of Tavora, Blaze Jofeph Romeiro, ?ebu M-

; What horrid Iden !he Reader mult heu be forced to in-
dulge!
chadl
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chael, and Emanuel Alvarez, to be carried to the
Place of Execution, with Halters about their
Necks, €¢. there to be firlt ftrangled, and after-
wards to have the eight Bones of their Arms and
Legs broken, afterwards their Bodies put upon
Wheels, and to be burnt to powder and thrown
into the Sea Their Goods and Chattles to be
forfeited &¢. and their Offspring to be declared
Infamous. * Eleasor de Tavora to have her Head «
feparated from her Body, &9¢. &,

This Sentence was figned at the Palace of our
Lady of Ajuda, Fan. 12, 1759. ~And,

On  Saturday, Fen. 13, a Stage or Scaffold,
Ten Feet high, being eretted, on the Key at Belem,
within view of the royal Palace, with Steps at
one end to Afcend thereto, and, to render the
Fate of thefe Parricides ftill more ignominious
and lefs affecting to the Populace it was not lined
with any thing, but only the plain Boards ap-
peared 'with the Wheels and all the Apparatus
of Death lying near them. _Eleanor de Tavora
was firt brought to her Fate, in a covered
Waggon, attended by two of the Executioners.
She faid nothing all the Way, and feem’d to
have fallen into a State of Diftraftion. After
fome little trouble fhe had her Head fevered
from her Body, by one blow of a large broad
Sword.  Fofeph Maria fuffered next, he behaved
with his accultomed Intrepidity, look’d round
upon the Speftators, and faid to the Executioners,
Come, Friends, begin your bloody Work, I am ready !
He was immediately ftripp’d, ty’d to the Crofs,
firft ftrangled, then broke, and his Body plac’d on
a Wheel and covered as the Body of his Mother
had'been. The Criminals Feronmymo de Astaide and
Lewis de Tavora were next Executed in the fame
manner, without faying 2 Word. ~After them the
inferior Criminals fuffered, in the Terms of their

Sen-
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Sentence ; but it was impofiible to put' them to Death with
the fame Decency: They feem'd all to have loft their Rea-
fon, by their preceeding Tortures, and they firuggled and cried
out fo much that the Executioners dragg’d them to their Fate
by Force. ' Next' appeared old Tawora and the arch Criminal
Mafearenbas, wie were- brought in ap: open Cart, tegether,

to the Scaffold. They flared ‘wildly ac each othier when ‘they
were firlt niounted in their fordid Vehicle (for none of the Cri-

minals hid been feffered to fee or fpeak to each other dur-
ing their Confinement) and old Tevora cry’d, Heavens, wbar
< @& clofe of Life] Mafcarenbas fhrugg'd up his Shoulders, and
the Tears trickled down his Cheeks. ;Pmm mounted firlt,
and tho’ fearce able to fland, his prefeace of Mind was fo
great, that he went to all the Bodies, one by one, and anxi~
oufly taking up every Cloth, beheld the Remains of all his
pefident Family. When he came to his youngelt Son’s majm-
ed Carcale, he fhuddered and fhed fome Tears, crying out,
My Son, my urhappy Som, is this the feait of all my fond avifbcs!
' He then knelt down and kifs'd his disfigured Face. Rifing,
: he curioufly examined the Inftrument of Death and faid to
the Kxecutioner, Friend, don't increafe my Pains, by any tipi-
dity of thine. 1 forgive thee, Whillt they broke him, his
loud fhricks invaded the Ears of all the Spedaiors, He re-
ceived the Cowp de Grace in about 12 Minutes and was no
we.,  Majfcarenbas heard his Shricks and look’d up o him,
once or twice, with Terror and Amazement painted in bis
Face. He did not utter one Word during the Time they

were fixing bim to the Crofs, but groan’d Inceffantly. The
were above an Hour difpatching him, and his infernal Yelis
fhll found in my Ears. He was then placed upon.a Wheel
in the fame Manner with the reft, " Laflly, the abominable
Alwarex Ferreiva, was brought ina pitch'd Coat and faftened
to a Stake, as was the Effigy of Yofiph Pulicarp, upon which the
Bodies being uncovered to his View, the whole Machine was
fet on Fue, and with all its Load foon reduced to Afhes,
which were afterwards fwept' up and thrown in‘e the River.
‘The Houfes of the Criminals were pulled down the fame and

the fucceeding Day. s : it

Thus, my Lord, 1 have informed you of every Thing re-
Jating 1o this horrid Plot and it's confequences hitherto ; but 25 we
have now rnear 450 perfons, of all Ranks, and ‘many Fefuirs
12 Cuiledy, 1 fear we fhall be forced to sepeat the fame
Tragedy on {oqrgu::f the moft culpable: So that you will
perceive our Faligies are mot yet terminated, Jn my next

('~ I may gwve yon an Account of further Difcoveries and Exe-
\,\--3- cutions, till’ which, believe me o be, with great Sincer:ty

1 ___and AffeSion, my Lo, : ;
RIS oy Yeur Lordfhip’s moft Obedient, .
' 3 Egc, #oERATRE,

Ny s
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