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INSTITUTION, &c. 

1 
Most Gracious Sovereign 1 

OUR Majefty's dutiful Sub- 
jeds, the Vintagers of Alto 

rtâf Dwro, and the good Men of 
WhM the City of Porto, humbly beg 

Leave to reprefent to your Ma- 
jefty, that, whereas the Sub- 

fiftence of great Part of the religious Commu- 
nities, private Families, and chief Inhabitants 
of the three Provinces of Behira, Minho, and 
Tralos-montes, depends upon the Culture of 
the Vines; this Species of Agriculture is never- 
thelefs reduced to fo great a Decadency, and 
is in fo ruinous a State, that beiides the Detri- 
ment occaiion'd by the Circumftance of the 
Wines not yielding a Sufficiency wherewith to 
cultivate the Lands which produce them, this 
U>& of Capital, to the Proprietors in parti- 
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cular, is aggravated by the farther Lofs of 
Health to the Public in general. For, as the 
Number of Taverncrs in the City of Porto is 
multiplied to an extravagant Excefs, forbidden 
by your Majefty's Laws, as well as by the Re- 
gulations of the Guild of the fame City, be- 
yond the Poffibility of reducing that Multiiudq 
to rule; it thence follows, that, as the faid 
Taverners adulterate the Wines, and corrupt 
them from their native Purity, by a Multipli- 
city of Mixtures hurtful to human Conftitu- 
tions, they deftroy not only the ReputatiQn of 
fo important and coniiderable a Species, but 
alfo all the Commerce which is carried on in 
that Commodity ; nay, and the very Confti- 
tiitions of fuch of your Majefty's Subjects as 
make ufe of the Wines which the faid Taver- 
ners vend forHome-Confumption. 

Animated therefore by the unparallel'd Cle- 
mency with which your Majefty has already 
afforded Relief to your afflifted Subjects, even 
in Cafes of lighter Grievance than the 
above-mentioned, the Petitioners have agreed 
among themfelves to form, under your Ma- 
jefty's Royal Favour, a Company, which, by 
competently promoting the Culture of the 
Vineyards, may at the lame Time preferve the 
Produce thereof for the Advantage of Foreign 
and Domeftic Commerce, as well as of the 
Health of your Majefty's Subjects. 

SECT 
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SECT. I. 

The faid Company fliall conAitute a Body. 
Politic, having a Governor, twelve Directors, 
and a Secretary ; all of whom ill all be quali- 
fied fuch in the Manner hereafter declared. Bc- 
fides the faid Directors, there fliall be fix Con- 
fultors, Men well verfed in this Branch of 
Trade. The faid Company fliall be Ailed, 
The General Company- for the Cul- 
ture of the Vineyards of Alto 
Douro. All the authentic Papers ifluing 
from it fliall be difpatcfied in Name of the 
Governor and Directors of the fame Com- 
pany, and fealed with its Common Seal, which 
fliall exhibit the Image of St. Martha, Pro- 
te&refs of the Territories of Douro , and un- 
derneath it, a Scrip, or Label, with this De- 
vice : Providentia regitur. 

SECT. II. 

The faid Governor and Directors fliall be 
either natural-born, or at lea A naturalifed^ 
Subjects of your MajeAy, and Inhabitants of 
the City of Porto, or of Alto Douro, who have 
in the Company's Funds ten thoufand Cru- 
zados Stock, or upwards. 

SECT. III. 

The Elections of the faid Governor, Di- 
rectors, and Confultors, fliall always be made 

in the Common Hall, or Guild of the Com- 
pany, 
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pany, by a Majority of Votes of all fuch Pro- 
prietors therein as are poifefs'd of three thoufand 
Crufados Stock, or upwards. Such of them, 
however, as have not fo much Capital Stock, 
may unite to make up out of leifer Shares one 
Total to the above Amount, wherewith to 
conftitute a fingle Vote in the Name of fe- 
veral, to be given by whom they ihall judge 
proper to be nominated for that Purpoie. 
The firft chofen for this Eftabliffiment ihall 
ferve the Office for the Space of three Years, 
and all others, who ffiall fucceed him, ihall 
ferve for the Space of two Years; provided 
always, that fuch as ihall have ferved may not 
be rechofen in the next Election without having 
a Majority of Votes in their Favour not lefs 
than two Thirds, as is more expreily declared 
in Seítion IV. At the fame Time, and in 
the fame Manner, ihall be chofen, from 
among the faid Directors, a Sub-Governor 
and a Subjlitute> who ihall gradually fill the 
Office of Governor, in Cafes of Death or Hin- 
derance. 

SECT. IV. 

The Governor, Direffors, and Confultorsx 

ffiall at the firft Ele&ion be nominated by 
your Majefty, to ferve for the Space of three 
Years; at the Expiration of which they ffiall 
produce, in a General Court, the Accounts of 
their whole Management, and diftribute to 
the Proprietors the Dividends belonging To 

them^ 
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them, or fuch as the Court, by a Plurality of 
Votes, ihall appoint to be made. This done, 
they (hall immediately proceed to the Elec- 
tion of the new Governor, Direãors, and Con- 
fultors : On whom it ihall be incumbent firft, 
and before all Things, to examine the Ac- 
counts deliver'd in by their PredeceiTors, in 
order to pafs or conteft them, according to 
their Defert: And the fame ihall continue to 
be the Practice in future Ele&ions, fo long as 
this Company ihall fubfift. Still, in Cafe the 
Proprietors ihould think fit to re-eled ene or 
more from among the faid Governor, Direãors, 
or Confultors, they ihall be entitled to admit 
the fame again into Office, on Condition of 
their having a Majority of Votes of at leail 

< two Thirds in their Favour. The Judge Con- 
fervator (or Recorder) ihall tender to thofe 
firft, who are to be nominated by your Ma- 
jefty, an Oath that they will well and faith- 
fully manage the Effefts of the Company, and 
maintain its fcveral Members in their refpec- 
tive Rights: And to thofe who ihall be 
thenceforward chofen, the fame Oath ihall 
be tender'd, at the Board of the Company, by 
the Governor who quits the Office, and re- 
gifter'd in a fpecial Book he is to fet apart 
for that Purpofe. 

S E C T. V. 

The faid Governor and Direãors ihall be 
the Treafurers of the Capital Stock of which 

this 
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this Company ihall be poflefs'd from its firft 
Eftabliihment, and of all Interefts thence ari- 
iing, 'till the Times of making a Dividend 
of them among the refpeétive Proprietors: 
To which Effeft they lhall keep one or more 
Coffers, as Occaiion may require, with proper 
Keys to them, of which Keys every one ihall 
keep his own, fo that each may remain bound 
for himfelf, and every one for All, to anfwer 
for every Deficiency which may be found in 
the faid Stock, 'till they deliver up the Capital 
to their Succeffors, and make a Dividend of 
the Interefts thereof among the feveral Pro- 
prietors in the faid Company. 

SECT. VÍ. 

All- Affairs, which ihall be propofed at the 
Board, ihall be decided by a Plurality of Votes, 
and all which ihall be thereby thus done, and 
ordain'd, ihall have full Credit given to it, 
and ihall be put in its full and due Execution, 
in the fame Manner as is practifed in your Ma- 
jefty's Tribunals; provided that at the faid 
Boards nothing be difpofed in alteration of the 
eftablifh'd Laws and Regulations relative to the 
State of the Braziles, or that be contrary to 
any other of your Majefty's Laws, fave what 
is allow'd to it in virtue of its prefent Efta^ 
bliihment. The faid Governor and Directors 
ihall make choice of what Officers they ihall 
deem neceffary for the good Government of 
the Company, as well in the City of Pcrto, 

and 
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and within the Kingdom, as in foreign Parts. 
They ihall have ample Jurifdittion over 
them ; to fufpend them, put them out, bring 
them to Juilice, and provide others in their 
Places: All of them ihall continue in their 
Poit fo long as ihall feem meet to the Com- 
pany, which ihall have the Infpe&ion of their 
Accompts, and pafs to them Acquittances, 
fign'd by two of the Directors, and fealed 
with the Company's Seal, after their faid Ac- 
compts have been revifed and examined at the 
Board. 

SECT. VII. 

This Company ihall have a Judge Conferva- 
tor (or Recorder) who, with privative Jurifdic- 
tion, and Excluiion of all other Tribunals, ihall 
hold Courts of Oyer and Terminer for all con- 
tentious Suits, wherein the Governor, DireSlors, 
Confultors, Secretary, Clerks, Managers, and 
other Officers of the Company, ihall be either 
Plaintiffs or Defendants; whether the Matter 
of the faid Suits be Criminal or Civil, fo long 
as they are carried on between the faid Officers 
of the Company, or between them and Per- 
fons who do not belong to it: Which faid 
Judge Confervator (or Recorder) ihall call the 
Jaid Suits to his Tribunal in the City of Porto 
by pofitive Decree, and elfcwhere by Precato- 
jies; and ihall have a definitive Power in him- 
felf to the Amount of 100 Cruzados, without 
Appeal or Demur; as well in Civil Caufes, as 

B in 
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iíi the Penalties decreed by him: But in a?l 
other Cafes, and in thofe^ which being proved, 
are capitally criminal, he frail proceed irt 
Judgment in the High Court of Juftice, call'd 
the Rv/açao, by one fole joint Form of Procefs, 
with the Affiftants which ihall be appointed 
him by Nomination from the Chief Juftice 
for the Time being of the Relaçao and King's 
Bench at Porto, or whoever Ihall ferve that 
Office. Both the Judge Confervator (or Re- 
corder) and his Clerk, as alfo his Marfral, 
ihall be nominated by the faid Board, and 
confirm'd by your Majefty, who frail oblige 
the Minifters, whom the Company may chufe 
to ferve the faid Office; and that notwith- 
ftanding the Statute, Lib. 3. Tit. 12. and all 
other Laws hitherto publifhed, relative to the 
Office of Confervatory (or Recorderjhip) j for 
as the Judgment of the faid Judicature is 
not recurr'd to, as a voluntary Privilege for 
the Moleftation or Vexation of the Parties, 
but as a weighty Contract for the Service of 
your Majefty, for the common Good of your 
Subje&s, and for the good Management of the 
Affairs of the Company, and the Writings 
which it frail pafs in your Majefty's Royal 
Name; all thefe Motives render the faid Judge 
Çonfervatbr (or Recorder) abfolutely neceffary. 
Such Difputes, however, as may arife between 
Peifons intereftcd in the fame Company, con- 
cerning the Capital Stocks, Interefts, and the 
Dependences thereof, frail be propofed at the 

Board 
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Board of Adminiftration, and there verbally 
decided, in mercantile Form, by plain deal- 
ing, according to the known Truth, without 
Form of Procefs, or other Allegations than 
thofe of fimple Matter of Fadt, and thofe of 
the Rules, Ufages, and Cuftoms of Commerce 
and Navigation, commonly received as fuch, 
in the Prefence of the Judge Confervator (or 
Recorder) and of the Attorney-General of 
the Company; which faid Board, with the 
Approbation of the two aforeiaid Minifters, 

' {hall decide all Caufes, not exceeding the 
Amount of 300 Mil-Reis, without Appeal 
or Demur: And fuch as exceed the Amount 
of that Sum, where the Parties are unwilling 
to abide by the Decifion of the faid Adjudgers, 
fhall be forthwith laid before your Majefty, in 

v an humble Addrefs from the Board, for your 
Majefty to nominate fuch judges as to your 
Wifdom ihall feem meet, who fhall deter- 
mine the fame in like Form, without Inter- 
vention of any other ordinary or extraordi- 

' nary Recourfe ; all other Difpofitions of Lav? 
or Statutes to the contrary notwithftanding. 

SECT. VIII. 

The faid Confervator (or Recorder) fliall, 
by Summonses in the Royal Name of your 
Majefty, difpatch all fuch Orders as fhall be 
forwarded to him bv Refolution of the Com- 
pany, for the good Government of the fame; 
S3 alfo for the Hiring of Carts, and Embarka- 

B 2 tions. 
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tions for the Carriage of Wines, and for the 
Compullion of Vintagers, Coopers, Taver- 
ners, and all other Artifts on whom this 
Branch of Commerce may depend, to enter 
into the Service of the faid Company, on 
Condition of its paying them their Salaries. 
And the Minifters of your Majefty ihall not 
take away, or interrupt their Boats, Carts, 
Veffels, or any other Things whatever, on 
which the Difpatch of their Loadings may 
depend; but rather, having Occafion for 
more, the Minifters to whom it may belong 
ihall be required to fend them more. And 
for whatever elfe may be further neceflàry to- 
wards the good Government of the faid Com- 
pany, it ihall be empowered to fummon fuch 
Minifters, as do not comply with, and effec- 
tually execute its Orders, before the Relaçao, 
(or Court of King's Bench) of the City' of 
Pcr/o, whither they ihall repair to anfwer to 
the Charge, the faid Judge Confervator being 
firll; heard, who ihall attend the Board of the 
Company, whenever he ihall receive a Mef- 
fage for that Purpofe, having there a Seat 
luitable to his Dignity. 

SECT. IX. 

It being indifpenfably neceffary for the 
Company to have fufHcient Houfe-Rocm, 
for its Dilpatch of Bufinefs, for the Security 
of its Coffers, for the Accommodation of its 
Clerks and other Officers, and for Warehoufes 

wherein 
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wherein to keep their Wines, Veilels, and 
other Materials thereto neceffarily appertain- 
ing, your Majefty is graciouíly pleafed (to 
grant to it the Privilege of fettling, fo as that 
their Judge Confervator (or Recorder) may 
caufe Dwellings to be afligned over to its Ufe, 
wherever the Company fhall judge them to be 
mod for its Conveniency, without becoming 
fubjeCt to the having the Rents, they were 
valued at before, raifed upon thatj Account; 
which Rents the Company will pay to the 

i Owners; and in cafe of Difpute, the fame 
fhall be adjufted to the Satisfaction of the 
Farties, by the Arbitration of proper Perfons, 
your Majefty having for this EffeCt abrogated 
all Privileges of Settlement, which the Per- 
fons may be pofleiTed of, from whom fuch 
Dwellings ihall be taken, or who have lodged 
their EfFeCts therein. 

SECT. X. 

The main Purpofe of this Company being, 
that of fupporting, together with the Credit 
of the Wines, the Culture of the Vineyards, 
and to promote, at the fame Time, the Advan- 
tage of the Commerce, which is carried on. 
in this Commodity, by fixing fuch a regular 
Price for it, as may produce a competent 
Profit to the Manufacturers of it, and a reci- 
procal Lucre to the Traders in it; by avoid- 
ing, on one Hand, the exorbitant Prices, 
which, rendering its Confumption impoflible,' 

deftroy 
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cfeftroy the Species; and not fuffering it, oii 
the other Hand, to fall to fo low an Ebb as 
that the Vintagers ihall be unable, without 
Lofs to themfelyes, to fupport the yearly Ex- 
pences of their Agriculture; it is neceílàry for 
thefp ufeful Ends to eftabliih certain compe- 
tent Funds: Wherefore the Capital Stock of 
this Company ihall be One Million Two 
Hundred Thoufand Cruzados, divided into 
Adtions of Four Hundred Mil-Reis each ; the 
Half of which may be adyanced in competent 
Wines fit for Vent, by fuch as ihall be willing 
to be concerned in the Adtions; and the other 
Half ihall be conftituted in abfolute Caih, 
that the Company may be enabled to fullfil its 
Engagements of fupplying the Neceflities. of 
the Vintage, and Commerce, in the following 
banner. 

SECT. XI. 

On the Strength of the abovefaid FumJ, 
the Company ihall lend to neceffitous Vin- 
tagers, not only the Neceífaries for the Con- 
itrudtion and DreiTing of the Vineyards, as 
well as for the Managing of the Wines, but 
alfo whatever elfe may be needful to them to- 
wards fome of thofe minute Expences, which 
the Prefervation of human Life makes a daily 
Matter of indifpeniahle Neeeflity, without re- 
quiring of them, for fuch Loan, any higher 
Intereft than at the Rate of Three per Cent, 
per Annum j provided always that the faid 

l 
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Loans íhall not exceed one Half the Valae in 
general of the Wines, which every fuch Vin- 
tager is wont to colled : Which Wines, in 
Confideration of the faid Loans, íhall become, 
and remain, effedively pledged to the Com- 
pany, in fuch Manner as to give it the fame 
preferable Right over them as Landlords of 
Houfes have over the Goods therein contain'd, 
without its having Occafion for any other 
Title thereto, or other Proof, than that of the 
faid Loans being entered in the Books of the 
Company, and verified by a Writing under 
the Debtors Hands, recognized with the Sig-» 
nature of fome public Officer. 

SECT. XII. 

The Company íhall hold in Readinefs all 
Materials neceffary for the making of Wine- 
Veflels, not only for the Year in which it may- 
make its Ladings, but alfa for the Year foh 
lowing, that no Deficiency of this Kind may 
occafion either Damage to the Wines, or a 
Baulk in the Provifion of them, which they 
are to furniih the Ports of Brazil with, ac- 
cording to your Majefty's gracious Grant for 
this Commerce. 

SECT. XIII. 

And that the faid Ports of Brazil may 
not experience any Want of this Commodity, 
the Company íhall, for the prefent, fettle a 
Stock of 10,000 Pipes of good Wine, and fit 

for 
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for Exportation, to enable it the firft Year to 
bear any Difappointment it may meet with in 
its firft Ladings, and to wait for the Produce 
thereof for a competent Time. 

SECT. XIV. 

In order to facilitate the Purchafe of Stocks, 
in favour of the Vintagers of the Wines of 
Alto Douro, the Company fhall take of the 
Purchafers of Adtions, fuch Wines as are of 
the bell; Sort, and in their natural Perfection, 
without Mixtures or Brewings, capable of 
fpoiling them, at the Price of 25 Mil-Reis 
per Pipe of common Meafure j and fuch of 
an inferior Sort as are neverthelefs fit for Na- 
vigation, it ihall take in like Manner at the 
Rate of 20 Mil-Reis. At the fame Prices 
they fhall purchafe the faid Wines for the 
Time to come, whether this Commodity hap- 
pen to abound or fall lhort: Wherefore as the 
Company is to pay for their Wines at the 
above Rates in the Years of Plenty, fo like- 
\vife ihall the Vintagers be obliged to de- 
liver them at the fame Rates, without any Al- 
teration, in the Years of Scarcity, or Dearth : 
The refpedtive Intereils of each Party being 
thus fairly compenfatçd to the Advantage of 
of the Commodity itfelf. 

SECT. XV. 

And that neither the Company may de* 
flroy the Navigation of the City of Porto, 

by 
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fey difappointing it of the Lading of Wines, 
which is its principal Support, nor the Navi- 
gation may prejudice the Company by omit- 
ting to fupply it with a Competency of Ship- 
ping for the Tranfport of Wines to the 
States of Brazil: Your Majeily is gracioufly 
pleafed to eftabliih, that for the Carriage of 
every Pipe of Wine, Brandy, or Vinegar, 
which the Company íhall ihip from the City 
of Pcrto for Rio de Janeiro, it íhall pay to 
fuch Ships ten Mil-Reis Freight, after the 
Manner heretofore pradlifed, without any Al- 
teration in this Refpedt whatever, on one 
Side or the other. For fuch Wines, &c. 
as fhall be ihipp'd for Bahia, it íhall pay 
eight Mil-Reis per Pipe as above ; and in likç 
Manner eight Mil two hundred Reis per Pipe 
Freight, for thofe it ilrall fend to Pernam- 
buco, which Freights íhall not be alter'd in 
any wife whatfoever, neither by the Com- 
pany nor the Proprietors, nor by the Captains 
of Ships, on Pain, to fuch as íhall adi in any 
wife contrary to this Regulation, of paying 
double the Amount of fuch Freights, the 
Whole of which íhall be applied, one Half 
to the Informer's Ufe, the other Half to the 
Ufe of the Hofpital of the City of Porto, be- 
iides two Months Imprifonment of the De- 
linquents. 

C SECT. 
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SECT. XVI. 

The Wines, Brandies, and Vinegars, which 
the Company ihall fend to the Brazils, (halt 
be ihipp'd on board the VeiTels of the refpec- 
tive Squadrons of that City, which ihall 
put up for Ladings, dividing them among 
them, and each of them, in proportion to their 
AiTortments; and the faid VeiTels ihall be 
obliged to receive them, without Heiitation, 
in the fame Manner as is pradlifed with regard 
to the Salt-Contradl. Neverthelefs, if it 
iliould happen that the Confumption of the 
faid Commodities ihould increafe to fuch 
Excefs in the States of Brazil, that the pri- 
vate Ships of the Trade be not able to convey 
thither the Quantity neceifary for daily Provi- 
iion, the Company in that Cafe ihall be 
obliged to get ready, and fend at its own Ex- 
pence, the Ships neceifary for fuch Tranfport, 
only, however, to that Port, for whofe Ufe 
the Wines exceed the Burden of the faid pri- 
vate Ships belonging to the Mart of the City 
of Porto. And in this Cafe, neither fuch 
Shipping, nor their Equipages, nor whatever 
ihall be ncceflary for their Conilrudlion and 
fitting out, ihall be feizeable to any other Ufes 
than thofe of the faid Tranfport and the De- 
pendencies of the fame Company, not even 
under Colour of your Majefty's Royal Service, 
on Pain to the Perfons ailing in oppofition 
thereto of paying to the faid Company, out of 
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their own Eife&s, all the Damage thence re- 
fulting to it i to which Intent they ihall be 
call'd to an Account before the Judge Confer- 
vator, or Recorder, of the fame Company, 
and not at any other Tribunal whatever, not- 
withilanding any Privileges they may enjoy to 
the contrary. 

SECT. XVII. 

Confidering the notorious Prejudice which 
Salt, in its Nature, does to Wines in general, 
gnd the abfolute Neceifity there is for that 
Commodity in the States of Brazil, which 
obliges all the Shipping to take competent 
Ladings of it, your Majeily is pleafed to will, 
that none of the VelTels on board of which 
the above Wines are fhipp'd fhall carry any 
Ladings of loofe Salt, but ihall carry the 
Whole in Wooden Cheils, as they ought and 
are bound to do, flowing them well and clofe 
on that Side where the Wines are put, and 
placing between the Wines and the Salt other 
moiil Commodities, fo as by every poflible 
Means to prevent the Damage which may re- 
fult to the Wines from their immediate Near- 
nefs to the Salt, on Pain to the Captain or 
Commander, who ihall adl contrary, of pay- 
ing to the Company double the Value of all 
the Wines which ihall be found damaged at 
their Arrival, as alfo of three Months Im- 
prifonment for the firil Offence, and the Pc- 

C 2 nalties 
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fiahies (hall be doubled in proportion to the 
Relapfes into the fame. 

SECT. XVIII. 

The chief Agent and Deputies of this Com- 
pany, and the Editors or Adminiilrators it 
ihall employ in the States of Brazil, for their 
Adminiftration, and the Clerks it ihall em- 
ploy in the City of Porto, for their Salaries, 
ihall be entitled only to their Commiffion, at 
the Rate of Six per Cent, to be levied in the 
following Manner: Two per Cent, on the 
Coils the Compahy ihall be at in its feveral 
Difpatches at Ponto; Two per Cent, on the 
Sales which (hall be made in the faid Har- 
bours of the States of Brazil ; and Two per 
Cent, on the Returns and Charges in the City 
of Porto j which faid Six per Cent, ihall be 
made to fuffice for the full Payment of the 
whole Adminiilration belonging to the Trade, 
without the Company's being liable to any 
other Charges of the like Nature; fave only 
that it ill all be chargeable with all Coils arifing 
from the Salaries of fuch Miniilers, and other 
Officers, as are to make a Part of their Body 
Politic and OEconomic, as alfo with fuch as 
may arife from the Renting of Houfes and 
Magazines, all which ihall run on the Com- 
pany's Account, 

6EÇT. 
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SECT. XIX. 

In order that this Company may be able to 
fupport itfelf, and be enabled to make fuch a 
Profit as may compwiiate the Obligations it 
lays itfelf under by this Eftabliihment, and be 
a valuable Confideration for the Advantages 
thence refulting to the Common-Weal of the 
Taid Provinces, your Majefty is pleafed to 
grant to it in the four Governments within 
the States of Brazil, of S. Paolo, of Rio de 
Janeiro, of Bahia, and of Pernambuco, the 
exclufive Commerce of all the Wines, Bran- 
dies, and Vinegars which fhall be ihipped 
from the City of Pcrto for the faid four Go- 
vernments and their refpedtive Harbours; to 
the Intent that no Perfon of any Condition 
whatever fhall be qualified to fend thither any 
of the faid Commodities, except the fame 
Company, which fhall enjoy the faid exclu- 
five Privilege in the following Manner. 

SECT. XX. 

The Brandies and Vinegars may not be 
fold by the Company in the faid Harbours 
for more than Fifteen per Cent, free to the 
Proprietors of the principal Coil, Caskage, 
Carriage, Freight, Cuftoms of Import and 
Export, Shipping, Commiflion, the One per 
Cent, to the Coffer, and of all other Charges 
thereon to be made to the Ad! of Sale, which 
ihall wholly run on the. Account of the 

Buyers; 
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Buyers; confidering, however, the greater 
Danger the Wines are in of fuffering Damage 
in their Quality, and that, on that Account, 
they more immediately threaten fome Lofs to 
the faid Company, therefore the faid Com- 
pany ihall be allowed the Liberty of felling 
their Wines at Sixteen per Cent, free to the 
faid Company from all the above-mentioned 
Charges, but not at any higher Price. 

SECT. XXI. 

And in order to juitify its Sales, and make 
appear the Exaftnefs with which the Com- 
pany obferves the faid Prices, it ihall be 
obliged to fend to its refpedtive Fadtors, or 
Adminiftrators, the Accompts of the fevera! 
Cargoes figned in an authentic Manner, by all 
the Deputies, and fealed with the Seal of the 
Company, in order to be thus made known 
to the People, that every Purchafer may be 
enabled to examine thereby the true Value of 
the feveral Commodities as may be parcell'd 
out, in which Accompts of Cargo ihall be 
fpecihed in the moil circumftantial Manner 
the prime Coils and other Charges of each of 
the faid Commodities, that there may be no 
Room to fufpedl the leaft unfair Dealing. 

SECT. XXII. 

This, however, is to be underilood on Sup- 
pofition, that the faid Commodities be fold for 
ready Money, or paid for, in cafe of Sale, at 

the 
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j.he -precife Term agreed upon ; becaufe the 
Debtors, on Default of Payment, fliall incur 
the Penalty of farther paying Five per Cent. 
Intereft, for the whole Time of their Delay of 
Payment, or fo long as the Execution fliall 
laft, with which they may be ierved : But if 
the faid Wines be truck'd in Exchange for the 
Goods of thofe Governments, whofe Value is 
uncertain, and depends on the free Will of 
the Sellers; in that Cafe, the Agreement fhall 
be fix'd by Convention of the Parties; as it 
would not be fair for the Inhabitants of that 
State to raife their Goods to fuch a Height as 
may do Hurt to the Company, nor for the 
Company to undervalue them, fo as to difcou- 
rage their Agriculture. 

SECT. XXIII. 

And becaufe, likewife, it would not be 
fair for the Company to hurt fuch Perfons in 
thofe Governments, as fell the faid Commo- 
dities by Retail, by depriving them of the 
Means of Subfiftence, the faid Company fliall 
not be entitled to fell at any Time by itfelf, or 
its Faftors, any of the above-mention'd Com- 
modities by Retail, nor difpofe of any lefler 
Quantity than one Pipe of each of the faid 
Commodities; the Sale of which fliall always 
be made at the Magazines of the faid Com- 
pany, and never in Shops, or fuch like private 
Places, on Pain to fuch of its Fadlors as fliall 
ail contrary hereto of being chaftifed for every 

Diforder, 
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Diforder, which ffiall thence refult; remaining 
(ipfo fa bio) incapable of ferving the Com- 
pany, as alfo of all and every the Offices of 
Juftice, or Property, befides being condemn'd 
in a Five Years Baniffiment to Angola. 

SECT. XXIV. 

No Perfon, whatever be his Qualification^ 
or Condition, ffiall be allow'd to fend, take, 
or introduce into the faid Governments of S. 
Paolo, Rio de janeiro, Bahia, and Pernam- 
buco, the faid Wines, Vinegars, and Brandies, 
which are to be exported in the Squadrons 
from the City of Porto, or ffiall be of the 
Produft of the Lands of Alto Douro, on Pain 
of the Forfeiture of them, and as much more 
as their Value amounts to: The Whole to be 
applied, one Half in favour of the Company, 
apd the other Half in favour of the Informers, 
who may give their Information publickly, or 
in Secret, (provided their Informations be 
made good, upon corporal Apprehenfion) in 
this Kingdom, before the Judge Conferva tor 
(or Recorder) of the Company, and in that 
State before the prefiding Miniftçr t>f the 
Houfe of Intendency, or before any common 
Judges, in Places where there are no Inten- 
dentsj all which ffiall caufe the Informations 
•to be notified to the Company's Fadlors, that 
they may a<5t as Plaintiffs in the Matter, being 
entitled thereby to a Fifth Part of the Value ^ 
and they not thus fulfilling their Duty, their 

' Effect» 
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EffeCts ihall be liable to anfwer the Damages 
thence arifing. 

SECT. XXV. 

Neverthelefs, if it ihould happen that fome 
of the Vintagers do not agree to the Prices 
determined in SeCtion XIV. and ihould'have 
a mind to ihip the Wines of their own Ma- 
nufacture for the fuid Ports of Brazil, they 
ihall be allow'd fo to do by the Hands of the 
Directors of the Company; who, at the 
Charges and Risk of the fame Vintagers, 
ihall fend them to their FaCtors, to be fold in 
the faid State, at the fame Prices as the Com- 
pany's Wines Ihall be fold at, and by no 
Means at greater; provided always, that the 
Quality thereof be equivalent to the faid 
Prices. And for the very Reafon that any 
fuch Vintager did not care to content himfelf 
with the eftabliihed Prices on one Occa- 
fion, he ihall be excluded the Privilege of 
obliging the Company on any other, to take 
his Wines at the faid Prices; and the 
Company ihall reimburfe the fiid Vintagers 
the Amount of their Product, abating Coin- 
miííions, according to the eftabliihed Rule, 
and all other Expences attending the Returns, 
fo foon as the Company ihall have received 
the fame: It being underftood, that all Charges 
attending the faid Wines, till put on board, 
ihall be paid at the Coft of the Vintager, and 
not of the Company. 

D . SECT. 
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SECT. XXVI. 

If the Company iliould find any Advafi- 
tage in extending its Commerce of Wines 
and Brandies to the foreign Nations of Eu- 
rope, it ihall be at Liberty to do fo, on paying 
the Duties already eftabliihed in the fame 
Branch of Trade; as alio thofe of Entry at 
the Cuftom -Houfe of the Goods it imports in 
Exchange; and for that Purpofe, the Com- 
pany may retain in its Service the Shipping it 
may ftand in Need of, which it may difpatch, 
as it ihall think beft, without any Hindrance, 
and without being liable to have them, or 
their Crews, diilurbed, or taken from it, even 
under Colour of your Majefty's Royal Service. 

SECT. XXVII. > 

The Company ihall pay all the Duties hi- 
therto wont to be paid on the above Commo- 
dities, as well in this Kingdom, as in the faid 
State of Brazil, in the fame Manner as has 
been heretofore pradifed ; and the fame ihall 
be obferved with the Returns it ihall make 
from the fame State of Brazil to this King- 
dom, 

SECT. XXVIII. 

Whereas every one knows the grievous Pre- 
judice, which has been done to the Repu- 
tation of the Wines of Douro, and confe- 
quently to the Culture of the lame, by the great 

Liberty 
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Liberty hitherto taken in the Dealing therein," 
and by the exceffive Number of Tavcrners, 
who retail them in the City of Porto, and the 
neighbouring Towns; every one endeavour- 
ing to adulterate them from their native Pu- 
rity, with Mixtures, and foreign Compofitions; 
And whereas the Whole is contrary to what 
remains eftabliih'd by the Charter of t!?e 23d 
of February, 1605, by the Adt of Confulfhip 
of the 18th of June, 1655, and by the Provi- 
fion of the Board of Dezembargo do Paço, 
(or Senate) of the 23d of Auguft of the fame 
Year: Your Majefty, in order to provide 
againft thefe Evils, is graciouily pleafed to or- 
dain, that in the City of Porto, and in the 
neighbouring Places, within the Diftauce of 
three Leagues, no Wines ihall be fold, but on 
the Account of this Company, by Retail; 
which faid Company, for that Purpofe, ihall 
purchafc of the Proprietors the Quantity of 
Wines neceffary, and the Governor and Di- 
rectors ihall be entitled to no more than One 
per Cent, on the Price thereof, and the other 
Charges thereto incidental, on Account of 
Carriages, Casks, Duties, Warehoufes, and 
Sale, or other trifling Expences, by way of 
Commiflion ; out of the Produdt of which 
they ihall pay the Fadtors they may employ 
in this Service ; and all the remaining Profit 
fhall belong to the feveral Perfons interefted 
in the faid Company, by a liquid Balance to be 
divided among them in the Manner above efta- 
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blifh'd in Sett. IV. And that this Regulation 
may be put in Force, without any notable 
Trouble to the Parties, Regard is to be paid to 
the following Settiotis. 

SECT. XXIX. 

Whereas an entire and abfolute Separation is 
to be made of the Wines of the Coafts of 
Alto-Douro, and its Diftrift, in order to be 
lhipp'd for America and foreign Nations, from 
all the other Wines of fuch Places as only 
produce a Sort fit to be drank in the Coun- 
try, that by this Means the Inferiority of 
thefe Wines may not deftroy the Credit due 
to thofe on account of their native Excel- 
lence ; your Majefty is gracioufly pleafed to 
will, that there be made, with the greateft 
Expedition, a Map and General Survey of 
the two Coafts of the River Douro, North 
and South, wherein may be defcribed all that 
Territory which produces the true Wines for 
Exportation, capable of paifing forth of the 
Bar of the faid River, feverally and diftinétly 
fpecifying the great and fmall Vintages of 
this peculiar Kind, and exhibiting an Eftimatc, 
by a common Supputation or Average, ac- 
cording to the Produces of the lail five fore- 
going; Years, of what each of the faid Vin- 
tages is wont to yield, in order that the Pro- 
prietors thereof may not fell any, without 
making known to the Company what they 
do fell, nor be enabled to fell to the Com- 
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pany, or to Foreigners, any greater Number 
of Pipes, than that which is allotted to thein 
in the faid Regifter or Survey, on Pain, in 
cafe of exceeding the faid Quantities in their 
Sales, of paying nine Times the Value of the 
Excefs, and remaining incapacitated to fell 
Wines any more out of the Kingdom. 

SECT. XXX. 

No Wine whatever ihall be brought from 
without the Limits of the Territory above 
defcribed into the fame, unlefs accompanied 
with Permits, pafs'd by the whole Body of 
the Guilds of the Places whence the faid 
Wines are brought; which Permits ihall de- 
clare the Place they are bound to, the Ufe 
they are deilined for, the Name of the Vin- 
tager and Vintage where they are received, 
the Perfons to whom they are coniigned, and 
the direct Road by which they are to be 
tranfmitted; which Permits, in the above 
Form, ihall be exhibited to the CommiiTaries, 
whom the Company ihall have nominated in 
the refpe&ive Places, to infpeit whether, in 
fait, the Ule be made of them for which 
they were defigned. All this under the Penalty, 
that the Wine which is tranfmitted without 
Permits, difpatched in the above Form, or 
which ihall be found to be out of the diredl 
Roads and Highways, ihall be forfeited in 
Favour of the Company : And this, in order 
to prevent the forry , Wines from being 

mingled 
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mingled with the good, to increafe their 
Quantity in Prejudice of their Credit, and to 
the Detriment of the Company, and of Fo- 
reigners, who are to become Purchafers 
thereof. And if inferior Wines ihould 
happen to be difcovered in Houfes not ap>r 
proved for their Reception by the Guilds, 
with the Company's Confent, not only the 
faid Wines ihall be forfeited, but thofe Perfons 
in whofe Cuftody they be found, ihall be fin'd 
the Treble of their Value to the Profit of the 
fame Company.. 

SECT. XXXI. 

In like manner, to prevent the fraudulent 
Jntrodudien of adulterated and forry mixed 
Wines into thofe foreign Countries, whither 
the Wines which are to be qualified as above 
are tranfported, no Perfon, whatever be his 
State or Condition, ihall, under the above or- 
dained Penalties, be entitled to embark any 
Wines for the City of Porto, but fuch as 
come addrefs'd with the domeftic Manifeftos 
of the Vintagers to the Board of Diredors of 
the Company which, finding them exad, 
ihall order their Mark to be put upon them as 
fit for Exportation ; finding them to be of 
another inferior Quality, it ihall order the 
proper Mark to be put on them as inferior 
Wines, fit only for Home Confumption on the 
Spot, or within the Kingdom; and finding 
them fit to be ihipp'd for the Brazils, or for 

foreigq 
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foreign Countries, Licence (ball be granted for 
the Sale thereof, and the Board of the faid 
Company (hall be obliged to make out annually 
a general and particular Lift of all the Pipes 
of qualified Wine which (hall be ihipp'd out 
of the Bar of Porto to be navigated as above; 
putting on every one of them, with a hot 
Iron, the Mark of their Approbation, and 
pointing them out with Permits, figned by the 
Governor, and all the Directors of the Com- 
pany, to the leveral Cuftom-Houfes to which 
they are bound; and declaring in the faid 
Permits the Names of the Perfons who make 
the Ladings, and the certain Number of Pipes 
which every one of the faid Perfons fhippeth, 
tho' it be but a fingle Pipe, or even but a Barrel; 
to the Intent, that if any ihould have an Incli- 
nation to introduce into any of the faid fo- 
reign Countries any Wines without Permits, 
or in Quantities exceeding the Number fpe- 
cified in the faid Permits, on the Suppofition 
of their being Wines of Alto Douro, the 
Cheat may be inftantly difcovered in the re- 
fpe&ive Cuftom-Houfes of the faid foreign 
Countries, as it will be evident in both Cafes 
that the Wine is of different Territories, and 
fubje&ed to thofe Mixtures and Frauds which 
the Company is endeavouring to prevent for 
the common Good. And for a ftill greater 
Security, the Company will, at the End of 
every Year, remit to the different Ports of 
America and Europe, to which any Wines are 

ex- 
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exported, a printed general Account, and cir- 
cumftanced as above, with the Names of the 
Laders, and with a Declaration of how much 
every one of them fhipp'd, that it may reach 
the Knowledge of every Body. 

SECT. XXXII. 

For the Sale of Wine by Retail in the City 
if Porto, no more Taverners ihall be allowed 
than the ninety-five eitabliihed by the Charter 
of the 23d of February 1605, by the ACt of 
Confulfhip of the 18th of June, 1655, and 
by the Provifion of the Board of Dezembargo 
do Paço (or Senate) of the 23d of Auguji of 
the fame Year : Infomuch, that neither the 
Number of Taverns lhall be altered, nor any 
Change made with refpedl to the Places ap- 
pointed for them; nor ihall any Taverner be 
admitted to hold any one of them, who is not 
approved and licenfed for that Purpofe by the 
Board of the Company, on Pain of Forfeiture 
to the Company's Ufe, of all the Wine found 
in Taverns not licenfed as above, and of fix 
Months Imprifonment to fuch as ihall be de- 
tected felling therein: This Penalty to be 
doubled and trebled, in Cafes of Relapfe, 
againft fuch Taverners or Owners of Wines as 
ihall be fubjeCt thereto. 

SECT. XXXIII. 

That the Manufacturers of Wine, and the 
Purchafers thereof, may be enabled to aCt 
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upon certain Grounds, fo as that neither the 
Manufacture may claim, by felling it, fuch Pro- 
fits as may prove prejudicial to the Commerce, 
nor the Commerce be able to ruin the Manufac- 
ture in its Beginning for the Purchafes thereof, 
the Company (hall unalterably pay for all 
the Wines it may take up for Exportation at 
the Rate of twenty-five Mil-Reis per Pipe, 
according to the two different Qualities there- 
of, in the Manner above declared in Sedh XIV. 
fo that, in cafe of there being a great Deficiency 
of the abovefaid qualified Wines, and a great 
Demand for the fame, thofe of the firft Rank 
may not exceed the Price of thirty Mil-Reis 
per Pipe, nor thofe of the fecond furpafs the 
Price of twenty-five Mil-Reis. Such, how- 
ever, as may prove unfit for Exportation, and 
yet proper enough for Home-Confumption, • 
fhall alfo be bought and fold by the fame 
Company at certain fix'd Prices, in the follow- 
ing Manner: Such as are of the Growth of 
the Lands lying between Porto and Amelias 
fhall be bought at the Rate of four Mil-Reis 
per Pipe, and fold at the Rate of ten Reis 
per Pint, the Company being at all Expence 
and Charges thereof : Thofe of the Growth 
of the Lands lying between Amelias and 
Bayao fhall be bought at the Rate of five Mil- 
Reis per Pipe, and fold in the fame Manner 
at the Rate of twelve Reis per Quart: Thofe 
of the Growth of Anfede and its Territory, 
which fhall be hereafter defcribed, fhall be 

E bought 



. (34) 

bought as above at the Rate of fix Mil-Reis 
per Pipe, and fold in like Manner at the Rate 
of twelve Reis and a half per Quart: Thofe qf 
the Growth of the Lands of Barqueiros, of 
Mazaofrio, of Barrou, and Penhajoya, ihall 
be bought at the Rate of eight Mil-Reis per 
Pipe, and fold at the Rate of fifteen. Rcis per 
Quart: The other ripe Wines of the Hills be- 
yond Douro, lying without the Limits defcrib- 
ed of the Lands prcdudlive of Wjnes for Ex- 
portation, ihall be fold at the Rate of twelve 
Mil-Reis per Pipe, and fold in like Manner 
at the Rate of a Vintem (or twenty Reis) per 
Quart: And the Governor and Directors qf 
the Company fhall caufe the faid Wines to be 
diftributed among the Taverns, to be fold ^t 
Retail in the Manner eftabliih'd in Seétion t 
XXVII1. with this farther Declaration, that 
for each of the abovefaid Sorts of Wine the 
faid Company ihall provide proper Casks, 
mark'd with a hot Iron, diftinguilhing their 
feveral Qualities and Prices: And that the * 
Tavcrner who inverts the faid Orders, either 
by putting the better Sort of Wines in the 
Casks of the inferior Sort, or by niingling the 
one with the other, fhajl for the firil Offence 
ray a hundred Mil-Reis, fliall forfeit all the 
Wine he may be fqund poffefs'd of, in favour 
of the Informer, and have fix Months Im- 
prifonment; for the lecond, the fame Penal- 
ties ihall be doubled ; and for the third, he 
fhall be liable to the fame, and fliall be over 
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and above publickly whipp'd and tran(ported 
to the Kingdom of Angola. And becaufe 
there will be fome Wines of fo bad a Sort 
as to be only fit to burn, or make Vinegar, 
the Company ihall immediately grant Li- 
cences to tire Proprietors of fuch Wines for 
reducing them to Brandies or Vinegars, and 
being difpofed to make their Provifions of 
thefe two Commodities, they ihall purchafe 
the fame by mutual Agreement of the Parties. 

SECT. XXXIV, 1 

IF in fome Years the Growth of the Wines 
ihould be fo redundant as to render it im- 
practicable for the Company to difpofe of it 
readily, neither for American Confumption, 
nor for that of the City of Porto, the Vin- 
tagers ihall be at liberty to fell the faid Com- 
modity, for the Confumption of any Part of 
the Kingdom, where there is no Prohibition 
thereof; and if it is to be convey'd without 
the Bar, the Quality thereof ihall be mark'd 
on the Casks it is convey'd in, and the Whole 
ihall be accompanied with the Company's 
Permit, that the Place it is defign'd for may 
be known ; and that it may not be trans- 
mitted to foreign Countries, and become 
productive of the ill Confequences befoc® 
mentioned. 
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SECT. XXXV. 

Whereas this Company is eftablifh'd oir- 
the Stock and proper Subftance of the Perfons 
therein interefted, without any Mixture of 
Stock from the Royal Revenue; and whereas 
every one is free to difpofe of his own Effeds 

• as to himfclf may appear the moil for his owi\ 
Advantage, the faid Company and theManage- 
ment fhall be under the immediate Subjection 
to the Royal Perfon of your Majefty, and in- 
dependent of all the Tribunals, as well the 
greater as the leifer ones, fo as that no Mi- 
nifter or Tribunal of your Majefty (hall in any 
Cafe or Accident whatever interfere with it of 
with what belongs to it, nor fhall be intitled 
to hinder or interrupt the fame in the Manage- 
ment of all which belongs to it, nor demand 
of it any Account of its Proceedings, it being 
the Duty of the Diredors, who quit their 
Office, to lay before thofe who fucceed them, 
in the Manner laid down already in Sedion IV. 
And this is to be underftood with exprcfs Inhi- 
bition to all the faid Tribunals and Minifters, 
and notwithftanding the Right of their refpec- 
tive Jurifdidions; for though it may feem 
that the Management of the faid Company's 
Affairs fliould be fubject to fuch or fuch Jurif- 
didions, neverthelefs, as they do not inter- 
fere with your Majefty's Royal Revenues, but 
belong wholly to the Perfons who put their 
own Stock into the faid Company, it is they 

who 
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who are to have the Management thereof 
entirely to themfelves, with that feparate 
and privative Jurifdidtion which your Majefty 
is pleafed to grant them. In the Cafe, how- 
ever, of a Tribunal's wanting to be inform'd 
by the Board of Managers of any Thing rela- 
tive to your Majefty's Royal Service, it may 
order its Secretary to write to the Secretary of 
the faid Board of Managers, who being by 
him acquainted therewith, will diredt him 
what Anfwer to give. If it ihould be what 
the Board does not think expedient to comply 
with, the Tribunal which fhall have made the 
Enquiry may addrefs your Majefty, to the 
Intent that, after the faid Board has been 
heard upon the Subjedt, your Majefty may 
take fuch Refolutions as to your great Wifdom 
ihall feem meet. 

SECT. XXXVI. 

In cafe the Agents and Fadtors of the Com- 
pany in America, or elfewhere, ihould happen 
to die, neither the Judges for the Dead and 
the Abfent, nor the Judges for Orphans, nor 
any other than the proper Judge appointed by 
the Company to take Cognizance of its A£. 
fairs in the refpedtive Places, where fuch 
Agents or Fadtors ihall die, ihall interfere in 
the Seizure of the Books and Effedts of the 
Deceafed; which faid Judge, or Superinten- 
dent of the Company's Affairs, ihall feize the 
faid Books and Effc&s, and ihall give an Ac- 
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count thereof to the Board of the Company 
in the City of Porto, that the fame may firft, 
and with Preference to all other Titles, fepa- 
rate what belongs to the Company, and then 
deliver up the Remainder to the Judges or 
Parties where and to whom it may belong* 
The lame is to be underitood with regard to 
the Coffers and Superintendents of the City of 
Porto, with whom the Company fhall fettle 
Accounts in the foregoing Manner down to 
the Hour of Death, admitting their Heirs to 
be heard, to whom, however, the Right of 
adminiitering to the Deceafed is not to be 
transfer'd, but mull always remain untranf- 
ferable. 

SECT. XXXVII. - 
It is your Majeity's Royal Pleafure, that the 

Debts due to this Company, which have been 
contracted from EffeCts of the fame, and not 
of any other Nature, be recovered in Favour 
of the Company by its Recorder for Judge 
Confers at or) or by the Minifters every where 
who lhall be required to recover them, the 
fame as your Majeity's Royal Revenue, not- 
withitanding any Privileges or Refolutions 
which tire Debtors ihall alledge to the con- 
trary. 

SECT. XXXVIII. 

It is alfo your Majeity's Royal Pleafure, 
that all Perfons concerned in the Trade, 

what- 
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whatever be their State or Condition, and 
however privileged they be, on being called 
before the Board of the Company for any 
Affair belonging to the Management thereof, 
fhall be obliged to attend the fame forthwith, 
and on Failure of fo doing the Recorder (or 
Judge Confervatcr) fhall proceed againfl them 
as to him fhall appear moil proper. 

SECT. XXXIX. 

All Perfons who fhall enter into this Com- 
pany with Six Thoufand Cruzados Stock, and 
thence upward, fhall, as long as the laid Com- 
pany perfifls, enjoy the Privilege of not being 
confinable but within their own Houfes, in 
thofe Cafes in which fuch Privilege is ufually 
granted: And the Officers of the fame, for the 
Time being, fhall be exempt from bearing 
Arms in any Companies, whether of Horfe or 
Foot, and from furniihing Recruits, or attend- 
ing general Muflers, in virtue of their refpec- 
tive Employments. And the Trade which 
fhall be carried on in the faid Company as 
above, or by Means of Stocks, or by Em- 
ployments exercifed by the Board of the Com- 
pany, in the Poll of Governor and Directors 
thereof, fhall not only be of Detriment to the 
Nobility of the Perfons, who carry it on, 
but fhall rather be, on the contrary, a proper 
Means towards attaining to acquired No- 
bility; fo that the afore-mentioned voting 
Members, conilituted by your Majeily to 
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• ferve at this firít Eftabliíhment, íhall remain 
habilitated for being initalled in the military 
Orders, without any Difpenfation on the Score 
of Mechanics, and their Child íhall alfo, 
without fuch Difpenfation, be qualified to 
contend for Promotion before the Senate of 
Lisbon ; on Condition, however, that after 
having exercifed the faid Employment, they do 
not themfelves fell by Retail in Warehoufes or 
Shops, and that they do not take up any 
Bufinefs degrading to the faid Poit, after 
having filled it: This, neverthelefs, is to take 
Place upon future Elections, only in Favour 
of thofe Perfons who íhall have filled the 
Poils of Governor and Sub-Governor, after 
having ferved at leaft two Years compleat, to 
the Satisfaction of the Company. 

SECT. XL. 

The Offences committed againft any Officer 
of the Company, by Deed or Word, in Matter 
concerning his Office, íhall be puniihed by the 
Recorder (or Judge Confervator) as if done to 
your Majeity's Officers of Juitice. 

SECT. XLI. 

No Brokers íhall be allow'd to interfere 1n 
the Purchafe or Sale of the Company's Ef- 
fects; and only when the Managers therepf 
íhall think fit to make Ufe of them in bar- 
gaining upon any Affair, they íhall be paid for 
the fame, the Hire agreed upon between them ; 

which 
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which otherwife they ihall not be obliged to 
Undertake. 

SECT. XLII. 

Though the Company be refolved to ait in 
every thing which relates to preparing and 
difpatching its Ladings and Shipping with the 
utmoit Mildnefs, and without applying to Me- 
thods of Severity, as neverthelefs it may find 
itfelf in abfolute Neceffity of having Re- 
courfe to the Affiftance of the Miniiters of 
Juitice : It is your Majeity's Royal Pleafure, 
that, to this EfFeit, the Board, by Means of 
its Recorder (or Judge Confervator) may fend 
Meifage to the Judges of Criminal and to 
the High Bailiffs of the City of Porto, for 
thefe to execute the Orders which ihall be 
fent them ; and your Majefly will look upon 
the good Offices done by them on fuch Occa- 
fions, as if done for the Advantage of the 
Royal Service, that they may receive from 
your Majefly the Reward thereof in their 
Promotions, on prefenting to the Lid Judges 
for that Purpofe a Certificate from the faid 
Board: And on the Reverfe, if they do not 
comply with this Obligation, it ihall be Mat- 
ter of Complaint, and be imputed to them as 
a Failure of Duty in their Refidenees. 

SECT. XLIII. 

Your Majefly is gracioufly pleafed to grant 
to the Gcyrnor, Directors, Secretary, and 

F ConJuJtors 
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Confulton of this Company the fpecial Favour, 
that, while they continue to ferve in the faid 
Pofts, they may net be taken up, or' confined, 
by Order of anyTribunal, Military Commander, 
or Minifter of Juftice, in any Cafe Civil or 
Criminal, (unlefs it ihould be in flagrante De- 
licto) without Authority therefore from his 
Recorder (or Judge Confervator:) And that 
their Fadors and Officers, who ihall repair to 
the Provinces, and other Places out of the 
City of Porto, to make Purchafes and execute 
the Commiffions with which they may be 
charged, may make ufe all Sorts of Steel and 
Fire-Arms neceflary for the Safety of their 
Perfons and the Capital they have with hem ; 
on Condition that they carry with them. 
Licences for fo doing, difpatch'd by the Re- 
corder (or Judge Confer'vat or) of the Com- 
pany, in your Majefty's Royal Name. 

SECT. XLIV. 

Whereas the Fund, or Joint Capital Stock 
of this Company confifts of One Million two 
Hundred Thoufand Cruzados, divided into 
Adions of four hundred Mil-Reis each, as is 
already eftabliih'd in Sedion X. every Pro- 
prietor may have one or more Adions, as he 
ihall think fit, provided that, on compleating 
the Number to the Amount of ten thoufand 
Crufados, which is the fufficient Share to- 
wards qualifying Perfons poifefs'd of Adions 
for Pofts in the Management thereof, thofe 

Adions,, 
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Attions, over and above the faid Amount, do 
remain concealed in the Books of the Com- 
pany, without being laid down in the public 
Accompts, which are to be diftributed among 
the Members, who have a Rght of voting at 
General Eledtions. 

SECT. XLV. 

The Company ihall remain open to the 
Reception of the Sums competent for the 
aforefaid Adtions, to wit, 1-or the City of 
Porto and the whole Kingdom, for the Space 
offive Months: For the Iilands of Açores and 
Madeira, for feven : And for all the Portu- 
guefe Dominions in America, for the Space 
of one Year: The faid Terms to commence 
from the Day of publiihing the Proclama- 
tions, that it may reach to every one's Know- 
ledge. And after the faid Terms are ended, 
or before the Expiration thereof, if the above- 
mention'd Joint Capital Stock of One Million 
two Hundred Thoufand Cruzados be com- 
pleated, the Company ihall be clofed, fo as 
to be no more enabled to admit into the fame 
any other Pcrfon whatever: With this De- 
claration, that for every one who ihall enter 
into this Company it will be fufficient to pay 
down at his Entrance One Half the Amount 
of the Adtions he fubferibes for, and for the 
other Half a Credit will be given him of fix 
Months, reckoning from the Day of fixing up 
the faid Proclamations to pay in the fame, at 
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two different Payments of three end three 
Months each. 

SECT. XLVI. 

ThePerfons who fhall enter with the above- 
ikid Actions, whether Natives or Foreigners, 
may difpoie of the Value thereof in that Man- 
ner, and to that Intent, which they fhall 
think beft, whether by way of Intail, Chap- 
lãiníhip, Truft temporal or perpetual, Deed 
of Gift to the Living, or Reveriion in cafe of 
Death, or other fuch Methods, nuking fuch 
Adoptions, and applying fuch Difpofals and 
Çlaufes as they fhall think fit; all which it is 
your Majefty's Royal Pleafure to approve and 
confirm, from this Inftant, of your own Free 
Will, Certain Knowledge, and Royal Plenary 
and Supreme Power, notwithftanding any 
Difpofitions to the contrary, though naturally 
requiring to be efpecially mentioned, fo and 
in the fame Manner as if the faid Difpofals, 
Adoptions, and Claufes had been written iri 
Deeds of Gift under fpecious Claims, or in 
Laft Wills, confirm'd by the Death of the 
Teftators. Forafmuch as, fince the Right 
which every one, in virtue of natural Liberty, 
is entitled to of freely difpofing of what is his 
own, authorifes Donors and Teftators to con- 
tract and difpofe as above in favour of private 
Families and Perfons, much more may the 
Perfons entering with the faid Actions be au- 
fhorifed to aCt in the fame Manner, when 

over 
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qver and above the orçerous Titles of the Con- 
t^ads they enter into with the Company, and 
the Company with your Majefty, they concur 
tp the Improvement of the Advantages arifing 
from this Eftabliihment to your Majcfty's- 
Royal Service, to the Common-Weal of your 
Kingdom, and to the Prefervation and Credit 
of a Commodity, which, though fo impor- 
tant, is in fo ruinous a Situation. 

SECT. XLVII. 

The Money which ihall be thrown into this 
Company ihall not be extracted thence, during 
the Time of its Continuance, which ihall be 
that of twenty Years, reckon'd from the Day 
of the Departure of the firft Squadron it ihall 
difpatch; which Term of Yearg may never- 
thelefs be renewable for ten more, if the Com- 
pany ihall requeft as much, and your Ma- 
jefty be graciouily pleafed to grant it the fame. 
However, that the Perfons who ihall enter 
with their feveral Capitals may have it in 
their Power to make ufe thereof, they ihall 
be at liberty to fell the Whole, or Part of the 
Adions they are poflefs'd of, as if they were 
abfolute Mailers of the fame, at the Prices 
they ihall agree for, transferring the fame Ac- 
tions to the Perfons who ihall be the Pur- 
chafers, which Contracts the Board of the 
Company ihall be immediately inform'd of, 
and the fame ihall caufe the neceflary Minutes 
to be taken of the faid Trans." :-, without Fee 

or 
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or Reward on that Account, palling new 
Policies in Favour of the flew Owners of fuch 
Aétions, and entering marginal Notes in the 
old Policies of the Sellers thereof, .whereby 
the Sale they have made of the fame may 
evidently appear, and taking Care to fix to 
the faid A&ions fuch neceffary Lights as may 
ferve for a full Title to the new Proprietors. 
All which is to be underftood, fo long as the 
laid Company fhall remain with a mercantile 
Form of Management, and veiled with the 
Privileges your Majefty is pleafed to grant to 
it as above. For, in cafe of its mercantile 
Form of Government being changed, or of 
Failure of the Accompliihment of the fame 
Privileges, every Perfon poflefled of Adlions 
in it fhall be at full Liberty to call out imme- 
diately the Capital of his Aitions, together 
with the Intereil thereof, which till that Day 
fhall be found due to him. And your Ma- 
jefty confirms the fame, with the fame 
Claufes, to be literally and inviolably obferv'd, 
without Interpretation, Modification, or any 
Meanings of Fadl or Law, which can or may 
be alledged to the contrary. 

SECT. XLVIII. 

The Interefts arifing from the Funds of 
this Company fhall be divided for the firft 
Time in the Month of July, of the third 
Year, to be reckoned from the Departure of 
the firft Squadron, on board of which the faid 

Com- 
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Company fliall íhip its Goods for the Brazils, 
and from thenceforward a Dividend pro rata 
of the faid Intcreils, fliall be annually and 
fucceflively made in the Month of July afore- 
faid; altho' the Directors fliould happen to 
have more than a Year to remain in their 
Offices. 

SECT. XLXIX. 

Such Stocks and Interefts as fliall be found 
after the Expiration of the twenty Years, 
which compleat the Term of the Company's 
Charter, or after the Expiration of the far- 
ther Term for which it may be renewed, 
having the Nature of an Intail, of a Chap- 
lainfliip, of a Truft temporal or perpetual, or 
being the Property of the Abfent, ihall im- 
mediately be paflfed from the Coffers of the 
Company to the General Depofit of the Court 
and City of Lisbon, where they fliall be laid 
up with the fame Security as the faid Depofit 
itfelf is, in order to be difpofed of, applied, 
or delivered up, according to the Difpofal of 
the Perfons who fo fettled them at the Time 
of putting into the Company. But thofe 
Stocks which are not under any fuch Reftric- 
tions, and are perfectly allodial and free, fliall 
require nothing more or lefs to entitle their 
proprietors to receive the full Value thereof, 
than the very Policy of the fame; and the 
Money being paid to the Perfon who prq^ 
duces the faid Policy, this fliall remain in 
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the Coffer, tò ferve as a Difcharge from the 
laid Action or Stocks; for the Recovery of 
which no Copies ihall ever be of Ufe, hut 
the Originals themfelves fhall be always re- 
quired. 

SECT. L. 

All this ihall extend to Foreigners, and 
Perfons refiding in foreign Countries, what- 
ever Quality or Condition they be of; and 
in cafe, that during the above twenty Year§ 
Term of Charter, or the farther Renewal 
thereof, this Crown (which Heaven avert !) 
fhould be at War with any other Power 
whofe Vaffals have thrown their Effects into 
this Company, neverthelefs no Arreft, Em- 
barraffment, Sequeffration, or Reprifal, 'Ihall 
affeCt them, or the Interefts thence ariling td 
the Owners, but rather they ihall remain to 
them as perfectly free, exempt, and fecure, as 
if every one had them in their own Hands : 
A ipecial Favour which your Majeity is 
pleafed to grant to this Company from the 
Motives above-mention'd ; and which your 
Majeity, thus on your Royal Word, promifes 
to fulfil to them. 

SECT. LI. 

And becauie in Courfe of Time many 
Things may occur, which cannot at prefent 
be expreffed for want of reflecting on them, 
your Majeity is gracioufly pleafed to empower 

the 
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the faid Company, as Occafion fliall offer, to 
lay them before your Majefty, by Means of 
the Secretary of State for the Affairs of the 
Kingdom, that your Majefty may determine 
concerning them as your Wifdom (hall find 
beft for your own Royal Service, and for the 
common Good of your dutiful Subjeds and 
of this Company. And the Company fliall 
do fo accordingly, even in Matters relating to 
its own Advantage, whenever any one of the 
Diredors fhall infift on a Cafe being laid be- 
fore your Majefty, provided the Aftairs be of 
Moment, and its Confequences of Importance 
to your Royal Service, to the Common-Weal 
of the Kingdom, or to fome weighty Affair of 
the Company. 

SECT. LII. 

Whereas it is of great Ufe to fix a Time 
certain for the Departure of the Squadrons 
from the City of Porto to the States of Brazil 
as well that the Wines may be navigated at a 
convenient Seafon, as that the Inhabitants of 
thofe Governments may make their neceffary 
Provifions at a certain Period of Time : It is 
your Majefty's Royal Pleafure, that the Squa- 
drons, bound for thofe Governments, do pre- 
cifely fet Sail in the Spring Tides of the 
Month of September, or, at the lateft, in the 
firft of thofe of Otfober of every Year, on Pain, 
that the Ships which do otherwife, fhall not 
be empower'd to go out till the like 1 ime ot 
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the following Year ; and that Leatfe ihall no? 
be granted to them to lade or to fail at any 
other Time. 

SECT. LIIL 

And whereas your Majefty, after hearing 
the Petitioners, has been gracioufly pleafed to 
nominate the Perfons, whole Names are here- 
under fubferibed, to eftablilh and govern this 
Company for the firft three Years; they, and 
every one of them, lign this Writing in the 
Name of the faid Vintagers and good Men of 
fhe City of Porto; personally binding their 
own Effeds with which they enter into the 
Company, and alfo thofe of the Perfons in 
general, who ihall enter into the fame, fo far 
only as the Portions wherewith they enter 
therein may extend : That your Majefty may 
vouchfafe to confirm the faid Company with 
all the Claufes, Pre-eminences, Privileges, and 
Conditions contain'd in the fame Writing, and 
with all the Strength and Force neceifary for 
its Validity and Security. Porto, on the 31ft; 

I of Auguft, 1756. 

Sebajlian J ofepb de Carvalho e Mello. 
Jojepb da Cojla Ribeiro. 
Luiz Beleza de Andrade, 
fofepb Pinto da Cunha, 
fofeph Monteiro de Carvalho. 
Çujlodio d'j Santos Alvares Brito. 

John 
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"John Pacheco Pereira. 
Lewis de Magalhaens Coutinho. 
Antony de Araujo Freire de Soufa e Vieiga. 
Emanuel Rodrigues Braga. 
Francis John de Carvalho. 
Dominick JoJepb Nogueira. 
Francis Martins da Luz. 
Francis Barboza dos Santos. 
Lewis Diogo de Moura Coutinho. 

IThe King, make known to thofe who may 

? fee this Charter of Confirmation, that 
having, and with Perfons of my Royal Coun* 
cil, and other Minifters learned, experienced, 
and zealous for the Service of-God, of myfelf, 
and of the Common-Weal of my Subie<its, 
whom I thought fit to confult, maturely weigh 
the Three-and-Fifty Chapters and Conditions 
contain'd in the Three-and-Thirty afore writ- 
ten Half-Sheets, mark'd by Scbaftian JoJ'eph 
de Carvalho e Mello, one of my Council, and 
Secretary of State for the Affairs of the King- 
dom, which the principal Vintagers of Upper 
Douro, and the good Men of the City of 
Porto, therein iaention'd, have made and .or- 
dain'd, with my Royal Approbation, in order 
to effablilh a Company, which may compe- 
tently fupport the Culture of the Vineyards of 
Alto Douro, and át the lame Time preierve the 
Growths thereof in their natural Purity, to the 
Advantage of domeffic and foreign Trade, as 
•well as of .the Health of my Subjeits, without 
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any Expence to my Revenue, but rather to, 
the Improvement of that and of the Com- 
mon-Weal of my Kingdoms: And whereas 
upon Examination of the faid Conditions, 
with mature Counfel, and prudent Delibe- 
ration, they have been found not only conve- 
nient, as well as the Company itfelf, which 
is ef manifeft Utility to the faid City of Porto, 
and to the Provinces thereto adjoining; but 
alio, that the faid Company is of lingular Ser- 
vice in this Particular, as alfo the Perfons, who 
thereby contribute to the Advancement of 
Commerce and Agriculture, by fo advanta- 
geous and folid an Eftablilhment: It is my 
Royal Will and Pleafurc to confirm all the 
faid Conditions, and every one in particular, 
as if they were, Word for Word, here infert- 
ed and declared: And, by this my Charter, I 
confirm to it and them the fame, of my own 
Free Will, Certain Knowledge, Royal and Ab- 
foiute Power, to the Intent that they may 
be put in Execution, and fully obferved, ac- 
cording to the Tenor and Meaning thereof. 
And it is my Royal Will that this Confirma- 
tion, in the Whole and for every Part thereof, 
be inviolably obferv'd, and never be repealed, 
but do always remain in its full Force and Vir 

gour, as firm, valid, and perpetual, without 
Diminution ; and that no' Doubts or De- 
murs be raifed to obítruít the Accomplifh- 
nient of the fame, either in Part or in the 
Whole, in Judgment or out of it; and that 



( S3 ) 

it be underítood to be done in the beil Form^ 
and in the moil perfedt Meaning which can 
be exprefs'd and underilood in favour of the 
fame Company, and its Commerce and the 
Support thereof; fupplying, and haying for 
fupplied, (as if inferted in this Charter) all 
Claufes and Formalities of Law and Prac- 
tice, which may be requifite to give it its full 
Force; and I repeal, and have for repealed, 
all and every the Laws, Statutes, Ordinations, 
Decrees of Courts, Proviiions, Extravagants, 
other Charters, and Opinions of Doitors, 
which by any Means, or in any Manner what- 
ever, may be contrary to the Conditions of 
the faid Company, or to any one of them, 
though they fhould be fuch as to render it ne- 
ceílâry to make herein a fpecial and exprefs 
Recital thereof, Word for Word, notwith- 
ftanding the Ordination of the Second Book, 
Title Forty- four, which ordains that no Or- 
dination (hall be deem'd to have been by me 
repeal'd, unlefs exprefs Mention of the fame 
be made : And for the greater Force and irre- 
vocable Exiftence of this Confirmation, I pro- 
mife and give Aflurance, on my Royal Word, 
thus to fulfil it, and to caufe it to be fulfiil'd 
and maintain'd, and not to revoke it, but to 
fupport the Perfons intereiled in the faid Com- 
pany in the Prefervation of That and of its 
Commerce, in the Quality of Protedlor there- 
of, as I am in Fait: And this Charter ihall 
have the Force of a Law, that^tííe Cbnfirma- 
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tion of the Conditions and Chapters therein 
contained may always remain in their full 
Vigour without any Alteration. Wherefore I 
command the Senate of Lisbon, the Court of 
Requefts, the Court of Exchequer, the Ul- 
tra-Marine Council, the Board of Confcience, 
the Guild of the City of Porto, and other 
Courts and Tribunals, as alfo all the Gover- 
nors, Generals of the Brazils, Officers Ma- 
jor, Intendents of the Revenue, Auditors 
General, and Guilds of that State, a-nd all 
the Magiftrates, Minifters, Judges, and Jus- 
tices of my Kingdoms and Lordihips, that 
they in like Manner do fulfil and obferve it, 
and caufe the fame to be fulfilled and obferved, 
without Doubt or Demur of any Sort, not ad- 
mitting any Plea which may obílrnóf, in the 
Whole or in Part, the Effed of the faid Con- 
ditions, as whatever relates to the Company 
belongs to the Board of the fame. And it is 
my Pleafure, that this Charter have Force as 
an Inftrument, without paffing through the 
Chancery-Office, and notwithftanding the Or- 
dination, Book Second, Title 39, to the 
contrary, though it be more than a Year be- 
fore it have its full Effcds. 

Given at Belem the 10th of 
September, 1756. 

REY. 

Sebaftain Jofeph de Carvalho e Mello, 

CHAR- 



( 55 ) 

CHARTER, by which your Majefty is 
pleafed, for the Reafons therein alledged, to 
confirm the Fifty-three Chapters, and the 
Conditions contain'd in the Thirty-three Half 
Leaves afore-written, which the principal 
Vintagers of Alto Douro, and the good Men 
of the City of Porto, have made and ordain'd, 
with your Majefty's Royal Approbation, for 
forming a Company, which, maintaining the 
Culture of the Vineyards, may preferve the 
Produce thereof in its natural Purity, to the 
Advantage of the Vintage, of Commerce, and 
of public Health. 

For your Majefty's Infpettion. 

Done by Joachim Joseph Boralho. 

Regijler'd in the Office of the Secretary of State 
for the Affairs of the Kingdom, in Book I. 
of the faid Company, Leaf i. and the fol- 
lowing. 

The Printer, Michael Rodrigues, may print 
the Chapters, and the Conditions of the Ge- 
neral Company for the Culture of the Vine- 
yards of Alto Douro; I having, by this De- 
cree, granted him the neceffary Licence for 
that Purpofe only. 

With His Majefty's Royal Signature, 

Regijler'd, 
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