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Therefore, notwithstanding all the assurances given
by Count de Paraty and by his Government as well, just
what the President of the Republic of Brazil had foreseen
has occurred: the rebels disembarked on foreign
territory, and a large number, not temporarily to return
to their refuge, but as run away who preserve entire
freedom of action and may, continuing in rebellion,
join their allies in Rio Grande do Sul.

I am sure that this fact took place against the
intention of Sr. Augusto de Castilho, but it took place
undoubttedly through neglect of vigilance and aggravates
the aet of granting asylum which, under the circum-
stances which surrounded it, is considered by Marshal
Floriano Peixoto as offensive to the National Soverei-
gnty.

The revolt of the squadron, begun on the 6® of Se-
ptember of last year by Sr. Custodio José de Mello and
continued by Sr. Saldanha da Gama, terminated, as Senhor
Conde de Paraty is aware, on March 13" of the current year.
During those long six months, first the squadron and af-
terwards the squadron and the forts of Villegaignon and
Cobras Island, bombarded daily the forts which had
remained faithful to the legal Government of the Republie,
the city of Niteroy, capital of the State of Rio de Janeiro,
and frequently the Federal Capital, injuring and killing
inoffensive people, and destroying public and private
property. During this long period, notwithstanding the
presence of foreign men of war, the insurgents seized ships
and cargoes belonging to natives and foreigners and
paralysed commerce, causing incalculable losses. And
the Federal Government, deprived of all naval resources,
was compelled to suffer these hostilities until, by a very
great sacrifice of public treasures, he succeeded in orga-
nizing a squadron.
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