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TO TI!E MOST NOBLE, 

THE MARQUESS OF LANSDOWN, 

&c. &c. &c. 

MY LORD, 

THE high rank your Lordship has attained in 
tlie estimation of your countrymen and of Europc j 
thc freedom and manliness of your Lordship's 
mind ; as well as tlie important part which your 
Lordsliip lias been called upon to take in his 
Majesty's councils, on which thc future destinies 
of this great em pire necessarily dependa are the 
chief inducements which have led me to address 
the following Letter on the Afiai rs of Portugal 
and Spain to your Lordship, trusting to your Lord- 
shipYknown urbanity and condescension for an 
cxcuse. My object is to call the attention of His 
Majesty's Government, and of the Country at 
largc, to the state of the Península, particularly 
of Portugal; at the prescnt momcnt, infinitely 
more criticai than is generally imagined, 

In my humble atternpt, I shall not hesitate to 
express my sentiments frankly, yet respectfully, 
on a snbject of vital importanee to us, as a nation, 
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and one in which a large portion of our country- 
men have besides an immediate and personal in- 
terest; altho I am fully aware, that no topic 
was ever so mu eh agitated as this has been, wiihin 
the last ten nionths. Writers of ali kinds have 
submitted their sentiments to the public, upon 
it, often blending with their remarks a variety 
of irrelevant, perplexing and discordant details. 
Hence, is it, that tlie public opinion, on many 
points, has been misled, and conclusions, of an 
erroneous nature, have been hastily, or unwarily 
drawn, 

It would be an endless task to attempt to 
answer, or discuss., the various writings on the 
subject of Portugal with which the London press 
lias recently teemed, nor would it be possible to 
form any standard by which trutli could be dis- 
distinguished from that which is diametrically 
opposed to reason and fact. Politicai matters, 
and the acts of statesmen conneeted with them, 
when described from afar, are so often blended 
with fiction and extravagance, as to border on 
romance ; or so distorted by the national preju- 
dices of the writer, or partake so much of the 
influence and paity-spirit under which he writes, 
that the reader is confused, and frequently left 
more perplexcd than he was before* Krroneous 
statementSjwhen made with any thinglike sarcasm, 
contempt, or a sceptical and splenetic feeling, do 
a double injury, since, when carried back to the 
countries from whicli they are transmitted, they 
impair the  confidence  of those  whose   portraits 
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they   profess to be, damp  their  ardour, and gíve 
rise to impressions of a hostile kind. 

This has partieularly been the case in Portugal., 
where, undcr the present freedom of the press, 
every thing is read with the greatest avidity and 
lcaves lasting traces behind. To dwell upon the 
bad and seldom touch upon the good, is bcsides 
unfair. According to the complicated politics of 
so highly civilized a country as our own, wc are 
not to jndge of the state of either Portugal or 
Spain. Both liave been debased and enslaved, 
for a Iong period of years, and the ingratitude of 
the governments by which they were respectively 
rulcd, too often embittered the oppression en- 
dured by the individual. Their modern history 
is a calendar that records the most atrocious enor- 
mities. Their happiness was confided to ministers 
who persecuted, after having injured. This has 
given rise to an apparent apath}', wliich ceases 
the moment their welfare is secured, or tlie people 
are stimulated into action b)r any great and na- 
tional object held out to tlieir view. 

I liave, mysclf, always found the Peninsulars 
alive to their wrongs, and anxious to redress thcra. 
They are indeed distrustful, because they havc 
been freqnently deceivec) and egregiously disap- 
pointed. I am ready to acknowledge lhat there 
is a want of public opinion among th em, and a 
degree of weakness and superstition not unfre- 
quently niixed up with their national character ; 
yet these aré the defects of cdueation, and coun- 
terbalanced by mauy valnable traits.    The people 
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of the Península, when only properly managed, 
are tractable and docile—they are, besides, quick 
and persevering. Their rulers have usually been 
rotten, yct the people were sound, Thcy have 
long been sensible, that a change in their politicai 
institntions was necessary to their future happiness 
and prosperity j nay, that they were entitled to 
ameliorations in their lot, as a recompense for 
their late privations and saerifiees The g*lorious 
periods of their own history, even in darker ages, 
were remembered ; and in looking round they 
observed that other natious had prospered and 
become great, by the adoption of institutions si- 
milar to those of which they had been unjustly 
stripped by their despotic rulers. 

How far th esc preliminary remarks are appli- 
cable to the people of Portugal, that section of the 
Península to which we are more closely bound and 
more intimately connected, and a co^ntry in which 
I think, no onc is hardy enough to say that a 
change was nnnecessary, at the commencenient of 
the present century ; it is for your Lordship and 
my readers to judge, from snch premises as I fecl 
called upon to establish» In order to do this, it 
is necessary to retrace the principal events which 
have marked the recent efforts of the PortuQuesc 
to promote the regeneration of their unhappy 
country, and it shall be my particular study to 
present a faithful outline. 

At the commencenient of the present century, 
the politicai situation of Portugal was really de- 
plorable.    That country, once so interesting for 
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herenterprise and martia] spirit, had sunkunderthc 
sullen torper of unresisted oppression and unre- 
futed obloquy. Her peoplehad acquired habits of 
inertness, whilst contempt and oblivion scemed to 
hang* ou her destuaies. Scarcely did she hold a 
place in the rank of nations. The vestiges of her 
former opulence werefled; her national resources 
exhausted ; her navy dismantled; her arsenais 
stripped, and the proud spirit of her sons huni- 
bled and dejected. Corruption pervaded cvery 
class, and the nobles no longer retained those 
manly virtues and austere principies, whieh laid 
the foundation of their country's glory. Treason 
wasno longer a crime, and, in 1807, Portugal lost 
her sovereign and tamely submitted to a Frendi 
army; nay, evcn behéld the flower of her 
youth marched away to fight the battlcs of the 
usurper in the North of Europe, and the remain- 
der of the national troops disbanded, evidently, 
with a view to render the country an easier prey 
to his ambitious designs. Lisbon, like Madrid, 
was then in the power of the enemy, and the 
whole of the Península lay, as it were, at the 
feet of the usurper, whose cause had been joincd 
by many of the leading natives. 

The peoplealone beheld their chains with hor- 
ror ; they alone seemed sensible of thedegradation 
into which they were plunged. Thcysaw thcm- 
selves betrayed by their leaders, and for a time 
silently bewailed their countries wronffs. Soou, 
Uowever, a publie spirit burst forth, responsive 
to  their insulted   and outraged  feelings, and  at 
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Oporto, it will be remem bercd, in June., 1808, they 
rose, witb the Bisbop at their head, firmly resolvcd 
to rcpel the lawless invaders of their soil. As the 
dawning prospect opened on Portugal ; as link 
after link was knocked off her chains, she was 
roused from apathy; her faculties strengthened, 
her powers revived, and gradually she again rose 
on the politicai horizon of Europe. Her sonswere 
staunch to their new cause, and manfully sustained 
it, through a long and arduons struggle. They 
fonght for their nation's freedom ; yet they were 1 
impelled by a coníident hope  that  their  politicai 
grievances   would   be  redressed,   and  that   their 
conntry would   never again  l)e plunged into that 
same state of degradation in which it wasso lately 
sunk; The momentous contestendedsuccessfully; 
their army returned home, and ali   their   views 
were turned to internai improvement.   They anxi- 
ously looked for some decisive measure  from the 
goverment; still, ycar  after year, their sangnine 
expectations were foiled.    At length, the people 
of Oporto raised the standard of reform, in like 
nrtfcnner as they once before did that  of freedom ; 
but, alas ! their eíForts wcrenot equally succcssful. 

However nnfortunate the result, no   revolution 
was ever more necessary and just in its principies, 
as well  as more moderate in its outset, altho per- 
haps subsequently alarming to some of the con- 
tinental  powers,   from   the peculiar situation in 
which they themselves are placed, than   the   one 
which broke out in Oporto, on 24th, of August, 
1820.    It did not originate in any wild or vision* 
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lovc of change—no unduc impatiencc of restraint; 
nor was it accompanied by any wish to alter the 
essential   form  and   basis   of the  monarchy.     It 
seemed to bc a spontaneous and serene eíFort on 
the part of the peoplc, to rcform the goverment 
undcr which they  lived ; or ratlier, to   restore  it 
to what it was in the early and proudest periods of 
their history.    The military and people embraced 
each other, and   mutualiy pledged to support a 
cause in which ali were  eqnally interested.    The 
advance towards the capital   of the Oporto Junta, 
and of thetroops by which it was preccded and ac- 
companied, was  a   national   festivity,   in   which 
cvery one, from the highest to the  lowest, took a 
part.    The corporations of every town hastened to 
present  their   congratulations ;  the  youths, from 
the most distant quarters, flocked to witness the 
invigorating seene, whilst  every tongne was cm- 
ployed in calling down the benedictions of heaven, 
ou an entcrprisc which they fondly expected wonld 
raise them from the degradation in which they had 
so long been snnk. 

The arrival at Lisbon and the subsequent cvents 
which occurcd thcrc, on the ensuing 15th and 17th 
of September, as well as on the lst of October, dis- 
tinctly prove that the measure of reform was popu- 
lar, and that the capital was aniroatcd by the same 
sentiments as Oporto. Not a dissentient voice was 
heard; and if any disappointed or envious indivi- 
dual, whether noble or clcrgyman, in hisheart, re- 
pined at the national triumph, he hid his head in 
confusion ;  or poured forth his rancorous feelings 
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in seeret. AH classes in thc community eordially 
joined, and an important revolution was, in short, 
eíFected, without a popular excess—without a single 
drop of blood, and in Great Britain atthe moment 
hailed as the harbinger of better times to a country, 
to whose wclfarc we were bound by innumerable 
ties, 

The demonstrations above noticed are unques- 
tionable—tliey are on public record. They were 
at the time considered as evineing- the real senti- 
ments and wishcs of the large mass of the Portu- 
guese people, dictated by the unerring impulse of 
self-conviction and expressed without restraint. 
The Portuguese had been promised relief as a re- 
ward for their faithful energies against the French 
—as an atonement for the losses and sacrifices to 
which they had been exposed. They were unfor- 
tunately disappointed in their hopes, and their 
situation rendered infinitely more wretched and 
apalling than before, by the absence of a paternal 
monarch, whose power and beneficence were often 
wont to moderate the despotic and extortionate 
acts of the rapacious minions to whom he was 
obliged to delegate part of his authority. 

Writhinff under aofgravated wrongs and rriev- 
ances ; deluded in their most confident hopes, and 
besideseager to repair the ravages of adesolating 
war, from which they had just emerged, the Por- 
tuguese people, with few cxceptions, heartily joined 
the standard of reforra, and, I may venture to 
sa)r, the whole nation adopted, nay even applaud- 
ed, the means of regeneration held out  to tlieui. 
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ed, the means of regeneration held out  to tlieui. 



11 

That they were, in the sequei, a second time, dis~ 
appointed in the expectations whicb they Iate so 
fondly cherislied, is not a proof of their apathy, 
or an indication of any indifference to the pos- 
session of those civil rights and politicai benefits 
which they then endeavoured to secure. At the 
time alluded to, they indeed lost the golden oppor- 
tonity; but that loss is not attribntublc to them, 
as may be shewn by a closer reeurrenee to the 
Ieading events of the day. 

Unfortunately, tlie men wlio first entered the 
path of reform, were eitber not competent to 
the task they had undertaken, or not sufficiently 
united to carry it into effect. They seeraed to 
be appalled by surrounding difficnlties. They 
indeed enacted many wise and jndicious raea- 
sures, to correet prevailing abuses, and the 
people were grateful to them for their efforts. 
Ilighiy respectable, as individuais, and many of 
them patriotic, in the extreme sense of the word ; 
nay, some of them worthy of the proudest days of 
Home, as a body, they rushed into vvild and vi- 
sionary theories in the formation of a Constitution, 
opposed y> the habits and wants of the people, 
whieli afterwards they were unable to reduce to 
practice. They hastily demolished the whole edi- 
fice, perhaps unaware of the difficulty of rebuild- 
ing it. Sound as were the principies of local 
reform on which they acted; zealons, and even 
successful, as were their efforts, in the correction 
of abuses; eager and interested in the reforma- 
tion of their country, and  fuily sensible that the 
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influcnce of public opinion is the main spring tliat 
moves the politicai machinc, they nevertheless 
eiTcd in their general piau, as well as in many of 
the details, for the formation of the new Consti- 
tution. In this rcspcct, every measurc they cnact- 
cd, savoured of incxperience, or was founded on 
principies disavowcd in the old establishcd monar- 
chies of Europe. No doubt they ineant well, and 
their eagerness to succeed, perhaps hurried tliem 
to the brink of tliat prccipice into wbich they af- 
terwads fell. Without reflecting that the conti- 
nental monarchs, in the plenitude of tiíeir power 
and acting in concert, had adopted, or in practice 
were prepared to enforce, the maxim that Char- 
ters and the defenitions of such rights as the 
people are entitled to, can only be derived from 
themsclves, the Porfuguese legislators adopted 
the Constitution of a ncighbouring; State, trust- 
ing to time and their own subsequent efforts 
for the cure of its defects. They in short, erred 
in the means, although their intentions were 
good. 

Inthemean while, the people implicity trusting 
to the labours of their representatives, were nncon- 
scious of the course the latter had taken in the per- 
formance of their legislative duties, and alike una- 
ware of the intrigues and opposition by which 
their neworder of things was beset. The nobles 
had hitherto monopolized the chief oífices of 
trust and emolument in the State, and besides en- 
joyed many privileges and distinctions, from the 
nature of their habits and education, flattering to 
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tlieir vanity and self love, yet only specious and 
enipty in the opinion of otlier nations, whcre 
mcrit is the true standard of preemincnce. They 
and thcir families hcld the chief judicial, colonial, 
diplomatic and military appointments j and more- 
over the largest cliurch bcnefices and crown pro- 
perty were at their disposal. To distinguish them 
froni the othcrordcrs of the community and con- 
vcrt them into beings of a superior naturc, they 
were dccked with stars and crosses, on which the 
people were accustomed to look, with adegree of 
awe and veneration. If any one, from the middle 
ranks in life, was allowed to join this phalanx by 
which the throne was continually surrounded, it 
was some flattcrer who had £ained tlio ear of the 
Sovereign, or some reptile who had crawled his 
way through the various intricacies of the palace. 
It was natural therefore to expect that the nobles 
and thcir immcdiate dependants, with some ex- 
ccptions, wonld oppose a Constitution which 
opened the door to merit, and did not distinguish 
them as a particular and separatc body in the 
State. The high elergy, that is, the bishops and 
canons, were also unfavourable to a changc, so 
sudden and important, which curtailed thcir re- 
vemies and loosened the hold they had hitherto 
had on the credulity of the people. The judges 
of the upper courts, no longer able to sell thcir 
verdiets to the highest biddei* and strippcd of 
privileges which rendercd them the disposers of 
lifc and death in the distriets entrusted to their 
administration,    repined   at   innovations   which 
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madc them amenable to justice, and answerable 
to the tribunal of public opinion. 

Thesc are the three classes chiefly opposed to 
the consolidation of changes whích could not fail 
to affect them most materially; yet the people at 
large by no means shared either their sentimento 
or partook of their apprehensions, In thesc three 
classes thcmselves, thcre were bcsides some excep- 
tions. Many of the nobles, residing in the pro- 
vinces and unaccustomcd to court intrigues, dis- 
dained the petty strife in which their town coU 
leagues were engaged. The operative clergy, 
thosc entrusted with the care of souls, generally 
speaking, were also favorable to reform. Tlie 
local magistrates and thosc invested with muni- 
cipal power, were perhaps among the most stre- 
nuous supporters of the constitutional system, 
being the best judges of the incipient advanfages 
it produced to the people, notwithstanding its 
glaring defects. They had the fairest opportuuity 
of contrasting the past with the prescnt, and their 
conclusions were the result of conviction. The 
mcrchants and land-ownersj the artisans and ma- 
nufacturers, ns well as the literati, unconnectcd 
with the University of Coimbra, or indepcndcnt 
of cndowments in the gift of the crown, were 
also anxious to enjoy the benefits of civil and 
politicai freedom, and with thesc hopes many ex- 
hilerating recollections, derived from their national 
history, were moreover exultingly blended. 

The King returned from Rio de Janeiro and 
the first acts of the Cortes were carried iiito fuli 
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effect, withoul any thing likc an organized oppo- 
sition having shewn itself. Retrenchment, how- 
evci\ was thc touchstonc that soon servcd to mark 
the real state of public opinion; this was the 
firebrand whieh sct the wholc community in a 
blazc; yet retrenchmcnt was unavoidable, if the 
rcgeneration of the country was intended, and it 
could only commence where it was most wanted. 
From the Treastlry returns, it had been seen, that 
the Army alonc consumed one half of the annual 
revenue of the state; that the system of its ad- 
ministration was cxtremely dcfective, and thc 
establishment out of ali proportion to the wants 
of the country, in times of peace. Thus it hap- 
pened that the army .whieh had been created to 
repel the aggressions of the Frendi, and through 
the whole of the struggle, had faithfnlly and coii- 
rageously cooperated with us, became a dead 
wcight on the State, and, in the sequei, a largc 
portion of it uuhappily covered itself with dis- 
grace. The number of officers was, moreover, 
exorbitant and continnally pressing heavier on 
thc public purse, in consequence of the quick and 
extravagant promotions, so frequent in the course 
of the ycar, and periodically resorted to in order 
to commemorate the birth-days of the several 
members of thc royal family. 

This, therefore, was the department whieh 
called for the earliest reform ; and, as a public 
question, infinitely more urgent and interesting 
than that of the monks and friafs; yet, no sooner 
was it known that the government conteinplated 
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a reduction, than an esprit de corps was roused, 
I and actually tlie army threatened and overawed 

the Cortes, to sdch a degree, that they did not 
dare even to propose a measure for the purpose. 

A few regiments had aided in the Oporto revo- 
lution, and this support served to enhance the 
deinands of the whole axmy3 and taught it to 
know the importance it was of in the State. So 
imposing, in fact, was the attitnde the army then 
assiimed, that the most popular speakers in the 
Cortes—tliose who were unceasingly declaiming 
against abuses, demanding rctrcncliment, and at- 
tacking the olher classes in the State, never once 
dared to lift up their voices against an overgrown 
military establishment,, which was preying on the 
very vitais of the country. In justice to some 
regimenfs, it must, however, be confessed, that 
they stood fixai to the Constitutional systcm, to 
the very last, and when the troops belonging to 
the province of Tras-os-Montes, for the first time, 
at the instigation of the Silveira family, raised 
the standard of rebellion, in February, 1823, 
these faithful troops and the gallant officers by 
whom they were led on, hastened to repel the 
enemies of the nçw order of things, and did not 
cease the pursuit until the mutineers had found a 
sureasylum within the Spanish territory. Never- 
theless, froni the monicnt the Cortes were unable 
to pursue their plans of retrenchment, their efforts 
were paralyzed, and their deliberations marked 
by a wavering and unsteady aim. Writers were 
hired to cry down the newinstitutions—every en- 
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ginc was, iii shorí, set to work to bring them into 
disreputc.     The   separation   of   Brazil,   brouglit 
about by the fuhicss of time, and an cvent which 
it wasnot in the power of any govcrnnient in Por- 
tugal   to   control, or   dclay,   tended   to alicnatc 
many    uierchants   and   manufactureis   who    liad 
hithcrtobccn strcnuous in tlicir adhesionto the new 
government, because they werc  themsclvcs disap- 
pointcd in the erroncous calculations they had inadc, 
and in the narrow-mindcd views they had taken on 
the subject.    Still a pnblic spirit reniained firm 
and favourableto the ncworder of things, which 
bid defiance to ali its enemies,and even resisted the 
foreign intrigues which thelatter had called in to 
their support.    Defective as the adopted  Consti- 
tution had been in its origin, and little improvcd 
by the modifications through which it afterwards 
passed; great as was the clamour  of the  privi- 
leged orders, and  alarming the attitude  assumed 
by some of the Pretorian guards ; bleeding at the 
inoment, as was the wound occasioned by the loss 
of Brazil, and great the activity of the numerous 
agents spread by France to  ereate discontent and 
fftrther her own schemes of politicai and niercantile 
competition;   roused as was the power of tlie nobles 
and   clergy, blasphemously  invoked as   was   the 
nanie of religion, on tliis occasion, and  immense 
the suais of money expeuded tobribe and corrupt; 
weakand spiritless as was the govcrnment and the 
Cortes, by the errors into   which they   had   both 
fallen ;  unmasked, as had  been,  in t4*e course of 
time, the interested views or incapacity of severa! 
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of the Ícadcrsof thc late revolution, and trcason 
and desertion staring the people full in the face 3 
plottiug as were the principal meuibers of the 
royal family, and a weak and timid monarch at 
the head of the executive—still the Constitution 
was triuniphaut, bccausc the people had already 
began to partakc of its bcnefits; they had been 
relieved from ruany burdens ; their confidencc, 
although shakcn, was not destroyed, and Gocl only 
knows what would have been the residi, if it had 
not been for a variety of eveiits which filled the 
friends of liberty in Portugal with terror and 
dismay. 

War had, for some time, been proclaimed by 
the Bourbons of France, directly against the 
Constitution of Spain, and indireetly against that 
of Portugal, when the Silveira revolt, as forming 
part of the general scheme, broke out in Tras-os- 
Montes, and the engines of bribery were already 
in full play. Soon the French army crossed the 
Bidassoa, and a division reaehed Valladolid. The 
King and Cortes of Spain were already ou their 
road to Seville, and the utmost eonsternation pre- 
yailed througliout the whole Península, JEncou- 
raged by the approach of án army, advanciíig 
to their aid, and doubly so by the professions of 
the chicf membcrs of the Holy Allinnce, by which 
it had been preeeded, the Serviles in Portugal 
redoubled their efforts and seized the golden op- 
portunity before them. Sepúlveda, like the trai- 
tors of Spain, Abisbal, Morillo and Ballesteros, 
joined a counter-revolution, plotted  in furthcr- 

L 

18 

of the Ícadcrsof thc late revolution, and trcason 
and desertion staring the people full in the face 3 
plottiug as were the principal meuibers of the 
royal family, and a weak and timid monarch at 
the head of the executive—still the Constitution 
was triuniphaut, bccausc the people had already 
began to partakc of its bcnefits; they had been 
relieved from ruany burdens ; their confidencc, 
although shakcn, was not destroyed, and Gocl only 
knows what would have been the residi, if it had 
not been for a variety of eveiits which filled the 
friends of liberty in Portugal with terror and 
dismay. 

War had, for some time, been proclaimed by 
the Bourbons of France, directly against the 
Constitution of Spain, and indireetly against that 
of Portugal, when the Silveira revolt, as forming 
part of the general scheme, broke out in Tras-os- 
Montes, and the engines of bribery were already 
in full play. Soon the French army crossed the 
Bidassoa, and a division reaehed Valladolid. The 
King and Cortes of Spain were already ou their 
road to Seville, and the utmost eonsternation pre- 
yailed througliout the whole Península, JEncou- 
raged by the approach of án army, advanciíig 
to their aid, and doubly so by the professions of 
the chicf membcrs of the Holy Allinnce, by which 
it had been preeeded, the Serviles in Portugal 
redoubled their efforts and seized the golden op- 
portunity before them. Sepúlveda, like the trai- 
tors of Spain, Abisbal, Morillo and Ballesteros, 
joined a counter-revolution, plotted  in furthcr- 



19 

ance of the general scheme, and in conformity to 
a preconcerted plan. This was the signal for the 
23rd regiment to desert, and two days afterwards 
the regulais in garrison, witli Sepúlveda at their 
head, followed its example and marched off to 
Santarém. 

This, my Lord, is a faithful outline of the 
great crisis which brought the Constitution of 
Portugal to the ground, and subsequently con- 
verted Spain into a Colony of France. The 
errors of the Cortes certainly served as a handle 
to their enemies ; yet the wishes of the Holy Al- 
liance would nevcr have been realized, if an army 
of 100,000 Frenchmen, with the Duke d'Angou- 
leme at their head, and aniple funds for ali kinds 
of purposes, at his command, had not crossed the 
Pyrenecs. Without this powerful—irresistible aid, 
as well as the immen.se moral means by which 
it was accompanied, there were still sufficient 
energy and devotion left in Portugal to support 
the new order of tliings, notwithstanding the de- 
fection of the troops and the hostility of the 
leading members of the royal family. Asaiready 
stated, in February, 1823, the Silveira revolt, 
concerted in Paris and supported by five regi- 
meuts, purchased in Chaves and Braganza, as 
well as aided by abundancc of money and great 
family connections, was nevertheless defeated by 
the Constitutional troops, its abettors driven from 
the Portugue.se territory, and this fresh demons- 
tration celebrated as a nationai victory, through- 
out  ali   the  faithful   provinces  of the kingdom. 

c 2 

19 

ance of the general scheme, and in conformity to 
a preconcerted plan. This was the signal for the 
23rd regiment to desert, and two days afterwards 
the regulais in garrison, witli Sepúlveda at their 
head, followed its example and marched off to 
Santarém. 

This, my Lord, is a faithful outline of the 
great crisis which brought the Constitution of 
Portugal to the ground, and subsequently con- 
verted Spain into a Colony of France. The 
errors of the Cortes certainly served as a handle 
to their enemies ; yet the wishes of the Holy Al- 
liance would nevcr have been realized, if an army 
of 100,000 Frenchmen, with the Duke d'Angou- 
leme at their head, and aniple funds for ali kinds 
of purposes, at his comniand, had not crossed the 
Pyrenecs. Without this powerful—irresistible aid, 
as well as the immen.se moral means by which 
it was accompanied, therc were still sufficient 
energy and devotion left in Portugal to support 
the new order of tliings, notwithstanding the de- 
fection of the troops and the hostility of the 
leading members of the royal family. Asaiready 
stated, in February, 1823, the Silveira revolt, 
concerted in Paris and supported by five regi- 
meuts, purchased in Chaves and Braganza, as 
well as aided by abundancc of money and great 
family connections, was nevertheless defeated by 
the Constitutional troops, its abettors driven from 
the Portugue.se territory, and this fresh demons- 
tration celebrated as a nationai victory, through- 
out  ali   the  faithful   provinces  of the kingdom. 

c 2 



20 

To the vcry last, Ligbon and Oporto remained 
fcrne to the rcpresentative system, and, in the ex- 
treme eniergency, had the king only sided with 
his people; had he followed his own feelings and 
consulted his real honour and the prosperity of his 
realm, he would never have become the instrument 
of Pamplona's vengeance and ambition, or the vic- 
tini ofso many subsequent calarnities. The volun- 
teer corps and nationul guards alone, seconded by 
the cfforts of the people, would have saved him 
from disgracc, and spared him the agonizing 
pangs he was afterwards compelled to endure. 

In a word, King John VI, yeilding to the per- 
suasions of courtiers, quitted the capital j forsook 
the path on which he had entered, and from that 
moment, every thing was reversed. On the 2nd 
of Junc, 1823, the Cortes assembled for the last 
time and signed a declaration, purporting that "íIS 

they had been abandoned by lhe Executive Power, 
and were no longer able to carry into cffect the 
wishes of their constittients, they deenied it raost 
expedient to snspend their sittings," &c. &c. 

Where, in ali this, do we flnd, my Lord, that 
the people of Portugal were the forgers of their 
own chains, or, in other words, that they then 
spurncd thebenefits which they had began to reap 
from the regeneration of their country ? Whencc 
is it the conclusion is drawn that they are unfit to 
enjoy the blessings of civil and politicai freedom, 
adapted to their wants; or disposed to hug the 
fetiers to which unhappily they have been habit- 
natcd? How such opinions as these can be enter- 
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tained by Englishmen, whosc libcrality usually 
leads them to wisfa that the blessings of which 
they themselYCs partake, should be diffused to the 
most distant divisions of the globe, is matter of 
real astonishment. A formidable league is brought 
to act against the Portuguese ; they are betrayed 
by their own troops and deserted by their princes. 
They are compellcd, in short, to yeild to a Conti- 
nental systcm, already successful inNaples, trium- 
phantin Spain, and in full operation among them- 
selves. No friendly power, or ally, aids them by its 
advice—no moral influence even is wielded tosave 
them from disgrace. They are abandoned to their 
own fate, and the old and degraded despotism, as 
a natural consequence, quietly resumes its place. 

Endeared to Portugal and Spain from an early 
age 3 accuslomed, with a steady eye and anxious 
heart, to watcli the events passing in both coun- 
tries, from the year 1808 up to the present mo- 
nient, and long known as the channel through 
which a largc portion of the papers connected 
with the Península have passeei to the British 
pubiic, it may not be deemed altogether presump- 
tive in me, if I hazard the assertion that, at the 
close of the war, the destinies of Spain and Portu- 
gal entirely depended on us. We could then have 
moulded both kingdoms according to their real 
wants and our own wishes, by properly using the 
influence we had gained, and by resorting to a 
provident and enlightened poiicy, such as circum- 
stances required. We might have prevented the 
horrid scenes  of which  Spain, particularly, has 
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since, so frequently, been the theatre, and at tlie 
same  time   sccured the  aftections   of   a grateful 
people, our natural allies.    The assertion to your 
Lordship may appear bold—it is nevertheless true. 

No one can now recollect, without feelings of 
mingled awe and gratitude, the situation in which 
Great Britain was placed in  the year   1808, and 
no one, I ara sure has forgotten the  spontaneous 
and noble risingof the Spanish and Portuguese 
people, at that criticai raoment, resolved to resist 
the  galling  yoke  of a  foreign   usurper.      This 
memorablc evcnt spread joy and hope tlirough the 
whole of this kingdom, and totally  changed the 
policy of the war in which we were then engaged. 
It was the theme of public and private exultation. 
Mr. Sheridan, in the discussion which took place 
in the Houseof Commons, on llth of June, (1808) 
respecting the application for aid solicited by the 
Principality of  Astúrias, declared, that "  if the 
cnlhusiasm and animation which then existed in a 
part   of  Spain,   should spread   over   the   whole 
country, he  was   convinced that, since  the first 
burst of the Frendi revolution, there never existed 
so happy  an   opportunity for   Great   Britain   to 
make a bold stroke for the rescue of the worid. 
This, "added he," is an iinportant crisis.    Never 
was any thing so brave, so generous, so noble, as 
the conduct of the Asturinns."  Our late Iamented 
Premier, at the time Secretary of State for Foreign 
Aftairs, agreed with Mr. Sheridan in his views on 
the   subject,   and   declared  that  " His   Majesty's 
governnient was ready to aíFord every practicable 
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aid, in a contest so magnanimous ;" furthcr adding 
that " one of the chief objects in vicw was to 
direct the united efforts of both countries, in a 
way that should be most beneficiai to the new 
ally" Ali the official papcrs, chiefly penned by 
the samc hand, at the time trausmitted to Spaia 
and Portugal, were appeals to the energies and 
patriotism of the people and their leaders, and 
conveyed to them the sentiments of a deep inter- 
est in their future politicai welfare. TUe assu- 
rances raade by our offieers, specially commis- 
sioned, as well as our diplomatic agents, to the 
popular governments, forni«d in the several pro- 
vinces, encouraged them to organize such a sys- 
tem as would preserve order, be most beneficiai 
to the country, and aid the development of its 
resources. Àt the time, we admired the- bold, 
though irregular, efforts of our allies against a 
foreign tyraut, unwearedly maintained in spite of 
every adversity, and in the end successful. We 
then boasted of the partriotism wefound in them, 
and soon discovered that the energies of a people, 
long depressed, whcn rccalled into action, pos- 
sess a power superior to their apparent strength. 
Our object was to destroy the politicai power of 
the eneuiy in the Peninsula, and this we were 
unable to attain, by the employment of a mere 
military force. We were compelled to rousc and 
unite the people witli whom we were acting, 
and to do this, w^e hei d out to them benefits be- 
yond those of freeing- their territory from the 
presence of an invading arniy—benefits of a more 
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lasting and consoling nature. Wc had been accus- 
tomed to behold lhe two governments of lhe 
Península., tottering under the wcight of their 
owfl corruption and miserablc policy, the eftecís 
of which had been that very aggression \ve thcn 
hastened to repel. It consequently, became ncces- 
sary to establish a ncw >order of things, and pre- 
veni the repetition of calamities wc had every 
rcason to deplore. To do this, we encouraged 
the inspirations of heroic ardourj we werc pleascd 
with the temper of the times, and rejoiced to find 
that the Península was returning to the state 
which marked its more happy days. The people 
of England gloried in seeing Spain and Portugal 
awake from the lethargy of ages, and fondly 
cherished the liope that they were aiding to give 
anolhcr region of liberty to mankind. 

With the example which Napoleon had set us 
in Spain, we, in fact, could not have done other- 
wise. He early saw that in order to succeed, it 
would be requisite to hold out some boon to the 
people, whom he had undertaken to conquer and 
annex to his own empirc. He began by dashing 
the Inquisition to the ground, and as far as he 
could, relieved the people from burdens. He 
was early sensible that it would be necessary to 
treat the Spaniards, in a peculiar way, diíTercnt 
from what he had been accustomed to pursue, in 
other parts of the Contincnt. He assembled their 
Cortes at Bayonne, for the double purpose of 
obtaining from the Royal Family of Spain a 
sanction to his plans of usurpation, and flattering 
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the people.    Wheu Iiis armies first entered Spain, 
and, under the feigned  character   of friend and 
ally, Napoleon obtained possession of the fortified 
towns and occupicd the most eommauding posi- 
tions  in   the   eountry, his   generais   and  agents 
assurcd the people that they were coming to  rid 
tlicm  of  that   debased and revolting system of 
favouritism, pursued at court, and that the poli- 
ticai   and   civil   improvement   of the   Spaniards 
was the main ohject  in  view.    These professions 
and   assurances gained  Napoleon   a   number  of 
partisans, among the   higher classes, who, once 
implicated, found   themselves   unable  to reccde* 
Their  conduct, no   doubt, was trcasonablc;   but 
they expected that their   country  would   be the 
gainer.   In the sequei, they found their hopes dis- 
appointed ; yet, now, the late partisans of Joseph 
point to lhe fetters in which their unhappy coun- 
try men are bound, and say  that they were right 
at the time  in joiniug   his   cause.    In   a  word, 
Napoleon  liad sagacity enough to know that,  in 
Spain, lie must have  some strong  tenure bcyond 
the sword—sonieother prctcxt than that in which 
the people find no   obligation but fear—no  duty 
but obedience.    He aimed at popularity, and to 
attain his ends, if he   had   no  other example  to 
follow,   that of Perdinand would   have  sufficed. 
He  saw that   the enthusiasm   early  displayed  in 
favour of Chis Prince, did not arisefrom any pecu- 
liar virtues or (alents he possessed; but from his 
liaviug joined the popular  cause, and pledged to 
put down the infamous Godoy,    We had no alter- 
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native leftus thanto follow the exaiuple then held 
out to onr view. Could it have been foreseen that 
Spain, after expelling the invader, was to return 
to a state of degradation, injusticc and misrule, 
even infinitely worse than in the time of Charles 
IV, Maria Luisa and Godoy, the Spaniards wonld 
never have joined our cause, and we shonld never 
have had their eountry as a theatre for our mili- 
tary operations 

It is on public reeord, My Lord, that when the 
Marquessof Wellesley, at the time our ambassador 
in Spain, was  anxious  to create an uniformity of 
aetion, and  givc  effieiency  to  the whole  seheine 
of resistance, lie deeidedly expressed, as liis opinion, 
that tliis could  only   be  done by assembling* the 
Cortes—an essentially legal and national form of 
goverment, and the pridc of an enthusiastic people. 
It was done—we experieneed the advantages of 
the measure, and formally acknowlegcdthe Cortes 
of Spain as the lawful Legislature of the nation, 
although  raany   of the   leading  members of the 
community, were at the time fighting in the ranks, 
or aiding the eouncils of the invader.    Our diplo- 
raatic ao;ents were accredited near the new govern- 
ment, and those of the latter were duly received 
at   our   court.    No   relations, in   faet, could   be 
more íníimate, sincere and reciprocai, than those 
we then had with the Península.    We found   the 
mass  of the  people, uncontaminated by   the base 
intrigues and immorality of their late rulers; they 
were staunch   to  tbeir  cause, and   we identified 
our interest with theirs.    We were the principais 
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in a war, not undertaken with  views of aggran- 
dizcment—not pursued as a  ineans to humble, or 
dismcmbcr, the Frendi em pire j but a war of self- 
preservation and necessity, waged in our ownde- 
fence, andin support of the pppressed.   Our vital 
interests lay in Europc, and there was no part of it 
which we were llien able to use, as the th catre of 
action, so cligible—no seetion abounding with so 
manv physical, as well as moral, advantagcs, as the 
Península.     We did not enter thelistsin alliance 
with two  nations which, when nearly conquered, 
submitted to tlie eneray ; or declared war against 
us, as the piice of a separate peace.    They stood 
firm to  the   last, and in the  whole eourse  of a 
protracted   and   disastrous   struggle, evinced  an 
energy and   eonstaney   which even the lynx-eyed 
Napoleon   neither   foresaw   nor   expected. . The 
result is well known.     Seconded by  our faithful 
allies, we   then   reseued   from   the grasp   of the 
usurper that fair and valuable gem, whose weight 
and   brílliancy, if he  had then   sueceded, would 
have   overpovrcrcd   and   eclipsed   ali   the   o th cr 
jewels   of his Imperial   diadein.    We,   in   short, 
saved Europe, 

And, for the co-operation we then experi- 
enced, do we owe no debt of gratitude ? Have 
we so soon forgotten the aid we received from 
our Peninsular allies, at a time when their rulers 
had deserted them, and abandoned tliem to their 
own fate? Have we, in so short a time, lost 
sight of those sacrifiees and that perseverance 
which so matcrially   contributed to our eventual 
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triumph ? The country, wherc resistance was 
least expected, was tben the only one in Europe 
to make a stand against the usurper of Continen- 
tal cmpirc; and if we now forget thesc truths; if 
\ve turn our backs ,on the people whom at the 
time we encouraged with hopes beyond the free- 
dom of their native land, posterity wiil do tbem 
justice, and tear the half-earned lauréis frora 
our brows. 

Alas! I do not, for  a  moment, hesitate  to re- 
peat to Your Lordship that, in my opinion, we 
pursued a mistaken   policy  with regard to Por- 
tuga] and Spain, at the  dose of the  Peninsular 
war, attributable at  the  time  perhaps  more   to 
our Continental eonneetion and the tone  of our 
administration, tlmn to any wish to see them  de- 
graded and   rent  assunder   by   anarchy, as   they 
have subsequcntly  been.    Yet lamentable is the 
fact, that we then lost the opportunity of uniting 
the Península to us by the double bond of inter- 
cst and gratitude.    Then, it was, that we  disre- 
garded the golden   harvest, spread   before us—a 
harvest not confined to this side of the Atlantic. 
With   the    popularity    and   influence   we   had 
gained—with the moral  means alone  we had  at 
our conimand, we might have guided the councils 
of Spain and Portugal, balanced the contendino» 
parties, and thus gradually regenerated  them, in 
such a manner,  as to have rendered them  both 
eternally our debtors,    We might have  wielded 
them as became their real interests, respectively, 
and rendered them   conducive to our own, if our 
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policy hadonly bcen founded on liberal, compre- 
hensive and eqnitable views, and adapted to 
circumstanees, Had we thcn retained that ascen- 
dancy in thc Península, to which we were enti- 
tled by our sacrifices and services in the war 
against Napoleon ; had we coraplied with our 
pledges and recollected who were our benefactors ; 
had we distinguished between temporary interests, 
and tbose of a lasting and paramount nature, 
and had we, in short, reflected that the Inde- 
pendance of the New World can never be ac- 
knowledged by Spain, as long as a despotic go- 
vcrnmcnt exists therc, we should not this day 
have beheld the latter a Colony of France, and 
Portugal a prey to anarchy and desolation. 

Unhappily, in 1814, we sided with the oppres- 
sors of the pcople of the Península, merely be- 
causethe latter had erred in the means best adap- 
ted to secure a representative form of govern- 
ment, the proudest boast of other countries, and, 
from that moment, Spain and Portugal were re- 
plnngcd into the same state of torpor and debasc- 
ment in which ihey were sunk, previous to the 
invasiou of Napoleon. The mosttrifline demon- 
stration—nay nothing beyond advicc, properly 
convcycd, at that time would have sufliced. Wc 
suffered a principie to be sacrificed, as it were 
totally unconscious of the eonsequence. We be- 
came silent spectators .of the greatest outrage it 
was possible to com mit upon those to whom we 
had pledged our friendship, support and grati- 
tude—nay   thc   Spaniards   solemly   declare,  and 
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at any time ofter to prove the fact, tliat some of 
our own agents aided in the perpretration, and 
expended large sums of publie money to render 
it succesful. 

Ah! My Lord, these are bitter reflections to an 
Englishmau,who has the honor and wclfare ofliis 
country at licart—one who long cheiishcd the 
hopethat we slíouldreap abnndant and permanent 
advantages by our new connection with the Penín- 
sula, as a reward for ali the blood and treasurc 
we were expending in defence of its inhabilarits. 
Unfortunately, we lost the favorable opportunity 
beforc ns, and, from that inemorable and inconsi- 
deratc error in our foreign policy ; from that want 
of foresight, and that unhappy forfeiture of our 
solemn pledges, may be traccd ali those calamities 
and wrongs wliich have befallen Spain and Por- 
tugal, since the first ejectment of the Frendi. The 
governments of both countries, iramediately sunk 
back into the same slavish and corrupt state as 
they were in, previous to Napoleon's aggression. 
Every thingthat had been done, during the revo- 
lution, was reversed, and the consequence was, 
that the Spaniards and Portuguesc seemed, as it 
were, to have lost every patriotic feeling, as well 
as ali the energies of a brave and enthusiastic 
people, the character they had so lately acquired 
throughout Rurope. A blank followed, which 
the feeling mind cannot contemplate without sen- 
sations of horror. In Spain, more particularly, 
every sun beamed on some fresh crime—every day 
witnessed some untold outrage on humanity.    In 
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the mean whilc, the Frendi rejoiced at our poli- 
ticai errors. Soon the late invaders and deso- 
lators of the Península—those against whom we 
had not long before exerted ali our military 
strength and directed our resources, wrested from 
us the affeetions of a people with whom we had 
fought, side by side, and at once supplanted us in 
an influence which had cost us seven year's harcl 
fighting, and enorinous sacrifices to obtain. 

Governments, the samc as individuais, are liabie 
to errors; but they are equally bound to repair 
thein, as early as they can. Our honour and cha- 
racter are still deeply implicated in the Península, 
and besides we have there many politicai and 
commcrcial interests at stake. From the moment 
the French army was driven back across the 
Pyrenecs,—from the instant we no longer requircd 
Spain and Portugal, as a theatre for our military 
enterprises, we secmed to forget ali we had done, 
and ali we had pledged. In May, 1814, when that 
uugrateful monarch, whose throne was preserved 
through the perseverance and fidelity of his peo- 
ple, returned to Spain from his confineraent in 
France, he stopped at Valência, to mature his 
scheme, and there received a large sum of money 
from our Ambassador, which was instantly em- 
ployed in subverting the liberties of his country. 
He issued orders to disperse the Cortes, by an 
armed force, and imprison the leading members, 
when (it never can be forgotten) it was an En- 
glishman, unawarc, perhaps, of the uaturc of the 
service he had undertaken, who  led the cavalry 
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on thal disgracefnl  occasion, and  performed the 
task, to the satisfaction of liis employer. 

What, let me ask, could then have indnced us 
to nllow of such an outrage; of/at least, wby did 
we become auxiliarics in it? The Spanish Cortes 
might have erred, in many of their legislativo 

■projects; they might have donc acts, offensive to 
the king* and perplexing to ns,yet they materially 
lielped to save their-country from the grasp of 
an usurper, and we were moreover bound to th em 
by ties of a most sacred kind. As a body, they 
might have pursued wild and visionary schemes; 
they might have been infected with some of the 
inania of the Frendi vevolution; they might 
liave rushed into extremes; in many instances, 
thwarted our policy and evinced an illiberality, 
in some of lhe leading questions of the day; nay— 
they might have been divided among themselves, 
yet still they enacted a Code which gave new life 
and vigrour to the country, as long as it was in 
force; improved the administration of justice; 
estabiished the freedom of the press, and amelio- 
rated the condition of the people. No one was then 
or is nowj hardy enough to say, that the govern- 
ment established by the Cortes of Spain, notwith- 
standing its great and glaring defects, was not 
better than the one which preceded and followed 
it. Resides, it could notbethrown down, without 
an atrocious sacrifice of principie. It had been 
acknowledged by us and by ali the Powers of 
Europe, except the immediate enemies of Spain. 
Even the great and magnanimous Alexander, the 
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founder and chief pillar of the Holy Alliance, in 
the Treaty made between Spain and Rússia on 
the Sth of July 1812, distinctly says, « The Ein- 
peror of Rússia acknowledges, as legitimatc, the 
General and Extraordinary Cortes, assembled in 
Cadiz, and also the Constitution which they have 
decreed and sttnctioncd." Nothing could have 
been more explicit—nothing more binding than 
this* Our acts, at the time, were still of a more 
marked character j yet, at a momenfs warning, 
as it were, we rushed into a new policy, which 
certainly could not thcn have been done at the 
instigation of the French, or in concert with any 
Continental leaguc to which we were at the time 
a party» For my own part, l shall cver remember 
that I was thunderstruck, when 1 observed the 
conduct we were pursuing in Spain, and have 
evcr doubted whether it was not rather to be attri- 
buted to the injudicious, mistaken, or vindictive, 
acts of our agents and representativos, than de- 
rived from any fixed plan of instructions, pre- 
viously agreed upon and transmitted from home. 
Be this as it may, the lamentablc results of that 
single error, which wc cominitted in 1814, have 
cver since been apparent, botli in Spain and Por- 
tugal, and were never so mu eh so, as at the 
present moment. 

I eandidly confess to Your Lordship that I 
cannot reflect on the cgregious error, which, at the 
time alluded to, we committed in the Península, 
with any thiug like a command of my own feclings. 
1 foresaw the fatal eonsequences of our hasty and 
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impolitic acts,, and the judgement I then formed 
has been fully confirmed by a subsequent resi- 
dence in both Spain and Portugal, as well as by 
my long and cxtensive intercourse with many en- 
ligbtened natives of both countries. Some persons 
may perbaps accuse me of being sanguine and 
visionary—yet I bave never divested myself of tbe 
feelings and patriotism of an Englishman, anxious 
for the honour and prosperity of bis native land ; 
nor have I once wavered in the opinion I early 
formed on the subject in question, with ample 
materiais and great local experience before me 

From the year 1814, up to the present time, I 
have not ceased to lay before the public, and 
occasionally before government, my undisguised 
sentiraents on Spanish and Portuguese aflairs, as 
well as on those of South America, a topic inti- 
mately connected with them, and alike interesting 
to us. I attentively watched the events as they 
passed ; I deliberately examined their results, and 
I will never cease" ,to. repeat that, at the close of 
our rnomentous war with France, the happiness of • 
so large a portion of Europe, as the Península, 
nay I will add, the freedom and consolidation of 
the Independence of the New World, werc as a 
sacred deposit in our hands, from the commanding 
attitude in which we then stood. We had then 
the fairest opportunity of reaping the advantages 
of our past efforts and sacrifices. A single act 
of seasonable and enlightened policy, at that time, 
would have counteracted the uniform spirit of 
persecution  and  ingratitude  which,  in   lines  of 
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blood, has marked the progress of King Ferdi- 
nand's career, since he was restored to his throne. 
Had a proper basis been then laid., the indepen- 
dence of South America wonld, ere this, have 
been acknowledged by the parent state, with 
nearly the same ease and the same solidity, as that 
of Brazil subsequently was by Portugal. 

The opening of so extensive a Continent, as 
that which the great Columbus, three ccnturies 
ago, made known to astonished Europe, most 
assuredly will form a new basis for the commer- 
cial system of the world; and fortnnate, beyond 
doubt, will be those States which have wisdom 
enough early to avail themselves of an event so 
anspicious; nevertheless, tliese prospects never can 
be considered as permanently securc, until the 
country is acknowledged by the parent state, and 
ali doubts and uncertainties as to its future sta- 
bility rernoved. 

I have thus far traced the nature of that pecu- 
liar erisis in the afiairs of the Península, in 1814, 
of which, unfortunately, we did not avail our- 
selves, under a hope that it may be in my power 
to call the attention of Your Lordship and His 
Majesty's government to the new one, so near 
at hand in Portugal—a country to which we are 
bound by stronger and more specific ties than 
Spain, and in whose dcfence we have already 
landed a large division of troops. Every one is 
aware that a storni is preparing to burst on 
that unhappy division of the Península, which 
will be again attcnded with the most  fatal conse- 
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quences, unless the danger is avertcd in time* 
When I consider the elements collectinff: when 
I see the powerful machinations going on, and 
when I reflect on the manner in which \ve aban- 
doned our own interests, at the close of the Conti- 
nental war, I certainly tremble for the result— 
I fear lest \ve should be agaín forestalled, or 
deceived. 1 also consider that this is a moment 
m which no one., familiar with the subject, 
ought to besilent, and with this view, it is, that 
I have vcntured to intruder on Yonr Lordship's 
time and indulgence. Should I succeed, I am 
proud to say, I shall have gratificd the warmest 
wish of my hcart. 

The emigration of the Braganza Family to 
Brazil, in Novcmbcr 1807, certainly paved the 
way to the Independence of tliose extended and 
valnable Provinces on the Southern Continent 
of America, which had hitherto belonged to the 
crown of Portugal, That memorable event, in 
fact, served to render the transition from an inte- 
gral part of a monarchy, the head of which had 
hitherto resided in Europc, to the rank of an 
independent and separate powcr, both easy and 
secure; as it gave to the people, constituting the 
new nation, a form of government most suited 
to their wishes and wants, and besides prevented 
them from falling into anarchy, as well as their 
countiy, from being dismembered and becoming a 
prey to desolation and misrule. 

From  the  moment it became  the seat of go- 
vernment, and the royal decree of the 16th of De- 
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independent and separate powcr, both easy and 
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cember, 1815, was carried into effect, the fatc of 
Brazil was irrcvocably sealed, and King John VI, 
himself, beforc his departure for Europe, was 
sensible that thc separation from the mother- 
country was inevitable. Two days previous to 
his quitting Rio de Janeiro, and when he was 
preparing his final instructions for his eldest son, 
Dom Pedro, whom he was about to leave bchind 
him as his representative, in the character of 
Regent, he said to him—Pedro, si o Brazil se 
separar, antes seja para ti, que me lias de respei- 
tar, do que para algum desses aventureiros— 
ff Should Brazil separate, let it rather be for thee, 
who wilt* respect me, than fali to the lot of one 
of those adventurers;" ineaning such ambitious 
men as, it miglit be expected, would ri.se up to 
contend for so valuable a prize. Subsequently, 
011 his arrival in Portugal, and when the separa- 
tion of Brazil was less problemática!, the King, 
writing to his distant son, tells him to "guide 
himself by circumstances. with prudence and 
caution." ( Guia-te pelas circumstanciãs, com 
prudência c cauiclla ) 

EventSj which no hnman power eould have con- 
trolled, accelerated that emancipation which the 
King had foreseen and thus formally sanctioned, 
by authorizing his son to avail himself of such 
circumstanccs as presented themselves, in order 
to prevent the country from becoming a prey to 
adventurers. An easy and bloodless transition 
vested the Sovereignty of Brazil in the son, now 
Emperor ;  and his subsequent couduct lias proved 
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that he is deserving of the coníidence his sub- 
jects have placed him in. The country bas been 
preserved from anarchy and desolation, wbilst 
the Brazilians have obtained a government suited 
to their habits and wants, the only one capable 
of being a bond of union between provtnces so 
distant from each other. 

Once independent, nothing more was requisite 
to Brazil than a central government, such a one 
as the people themselves had been accustomed 
to, and capable of holding together extensive 
provinces, thinly inhabited, and separated from 
each other by desert tracts of land, the want of 
roads, and various other difficulties. This advan- 
tage was gained by posscssing the person of Dom 
Pedro, who, devoting hiinself firmly and sin- 
cerely to the interests of the Brazilians, was be- 
sides so situatedas not to clash with the doctrines, 
professed and sanctioned by the European powers. 
Allied to one of the latter by marriage; 
favoured and protected by Great Britain, and 
cnthusiastically proclaimed Sovereign by a grate- 
ful people, lie was thus guarded from externai 
enemies, and enabled to turn the whole of his 
attcntion to the improvement and consolidation 
of his new Empire. 

His first object was to bestow upon his people 
a Constitution, suited to their wants ; his next 
care being to introduce the necessary reforms 
into the courts of justice, and the several depart- 
mcnts of the State. Hehimself set the example 
of cconomy, and, in a short time, the public expen- 
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diture was rcduccd more than one half. A 
national navy was created j an army organized, 
and newlife and energy prevailed throughout the 
whole country. The few enemies of Brazilian 
IndependencCj who still lingered in some of the 
fortified towns, were expelled, and every where 
anarchy and disorder disappeared. Frora that 
moment, lhe Emperor resolved to devote his time 
to the improvement of the newEmpire, which lie 
was called upon to govern, and his success lias 
heen such as might be expected, from the known 
activity of his character, his frankness, siucerity, 
and firmness in ali his undertakings. The aspect 
of the country has, in a Word, totally clianged. 

After the bickerings, usual on such occasions, 
were over ; after those impolitic and hostile mea- 
sures inconsiderately .pursued by the Cortes of 
Portugal against Brazil, were at an end ; whcn, 
it was cvident that the prolongation of a fruit- 
less war could only be attended with fatal conse- 
quences, and whcn, in short, the proffered medi- 
ation of Great Britain had been accepted by 
both the contcnding parties, a Treaty was car- 
ried into eífect for the Acknowledgement of the 
Independence and total Separation of Brazil, 
and signcd on 29th of August, 1825; His Most 
Faithful Majesty retaining only for himseif the 
Title of Emperor of Brazil, the same as his eldest 
son held and enjoyed. King John VI, by this 
Treaty, certainly consented that Brazil should be 
raised to the rank of a scparate and independent 
Empirc, and the  sovereignty  vested in   his son ; 
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but, by bis reservation of thc title of Emperor, 
altliough merely nominal in itself, lie evidently 
wished to indicate that the kindred ties werc not 
in the least aftected by the change, and that the 
direct succession, as established by law, was to 
be left unaltered. To the contrary of this, the 
Treaty in question does not contam a single 
word. The above provision was intended to be 
a family boncl of union, notwithstanding the 
two countries wcre declared independent and 
separate from eacb other. 

This fact is fnlly confirmed by the subsequent 
Àct of Ratification of the Treaty aforesaid, 
made and signed by His Most Faithful Majesty, 
at bis Palace of Mafra, on the ensuing lõtb of 
Novcmhcr, J825, in wbich be solemly declares 
as follows; " Being anxious to promotethe gene- 
ral prosperity and secure the politicai existence, 
and also the future destinies. of the Kingfdonis of 
Portugal and Algarves, as well as of the King- 
dom of Brazil, which, with pleasure, I raised to 
that dignity, pre-eminence and rank, by Letters- 
Patent, dated 16th Dccember, 1815, in conse- 
qucncc of wbich the inhabitants thereof took a 
new oath of fidclity to oie, in the solemn act of 
my acclamation at the Court of Rio de Janeiro; 
and wishing* at once to remove ali obsta cies 
wbich might impede and be opposed to the said 
alliance, concord and fclicity of botb Kingdoms, 
likea watchful Father, anxious for the best esta- 
blishment of bis children, I bave thonght proper 
to yield up and convey to niy um eh  beloved  and 
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highly cstecmcd Sou, Dom Pedro de Alcântara, 
Heir and Snccessor to th esc Kingdoms, ali my 
Rights over the aforcsaid country, by creating 
and acknowledging its independence, undcr the 
title of Empire, nevcrtheless reserving to myself 
the THIe of Emperor of Bnzil," &c. His Most 
Faithful Majesty in the sanie docuuicnt further 
adds, " thathe ackuowleges in his said son, Dom 
Pedro de Alcântara, Prince Royal of Portugal 
and   Algarves,   the   same   Title   of  Emperor   of 
Braail/' &c. 

Notwithstanding Dom Pcdro's title of Empe- 
ror is by the Trcaty and subsequcnt Ratification, 
thus acknowledged by King- John VI, and Bra- 
zil declared independent and separate for ever, 
the father, nevertheless, in the same act avows 
his sons right to the title of '/ Prince Royal of 
Portugal and Algarves/' and formally declares 
him to be the "Heir and Successor" to the 
same. The wishes and intentions of the parent, 
therefore, could not have been expresscd in a 
more explicit and decided manner. He was be- 
sides aware that it was not in his power to alter 
the succession, strictly lineal, the same as in the 
other Kingdoms of the Península ; and even if lie 
had wished to commit so glaring a crime against 
the fundamental laws of the Monarchy, standing 
as he then did on the verge of the grave, spirit- 
lcss and broken hearted, he was not equal to the 
undertakiug. Such an act would have pressed 
too heavy on his conscience. 

However  the  form of govermnent adopted   in 
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Portugal may havc changed and gradual ly de- 
clincd into a puré despotism, the original charão 
ter was ccrtainly (emperate, and marked by that 
happy mixture of monarchy, aristocracy and 
dcmocracy, which consfitute the boast of the 
British Constitution. The powcrs of the sove- 
reign and the rights of tlie people wcre well 
and distinctly defined. In one of the most 
memorable acts of tlie Cortes of Lamego, the 
succession to the throne is tlius foreibly established. 

" Viva o Senhor Rey Dom AJfonso, y possua o 
Reyno; se tiver filhos varocns vivão e tenhão o 
Rcyno, de modo que não seja necessário torna-los 
a fazer Reys de novo. Doeste modo succederão. 
Por morte do pay, succederá o filho, despues o 
neto, então o filho do neto, e finalmente os filhos 
dos filhos, en todos os séculos para sempre." 

" Long li*e our Lord and King, Don Alphonsus, 
and let him posscss the Kiugdom; if he has male 
ckildrcn, long life to thcm, and letthcm have the 
Kingdom, in such raanner, that it may not be 
neeessary to niake them Kings afresh. In this 
manner they shall succeed. Through the death 
of the father, the on > li n 11 succeed; afterwards the 
grandson, then the sou of the grandson, and, final ly, 
the sons of these sons, in ali ages and for ever." 

Such is, and always has been, the fundamental 
law of the land, as regards the succcssion lo the 
throne, from the very dawn of the monarchy, and 
ccrtainly this is one of the Statutcs which the 
successivc Sovereigns had an immediate interest 
to niaintain.    On this acconnt, pcrhaps, it was so 
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partieularly rcspected. The line of suecession 
lias never varied ; for the usurpation of Philip of 
Castile cannot be considereri as an exception. 
John II, wliom the national Iristorians represent 
as a model to sovercigns, and a man distingirished 
for Íris great patriotism and observance of the 
laws, did ali lie could to transnrit the crown to 
Princc Gcorge, bis natural son, of whom be was 
passionately fond; yet ali his efforts were in vain. 
The law in tlris respect was so clear and explicita 
tliat the Portuguese Sovereigns, even the most 
powerful and absolute, nevçr dared to infringe it, 
and King John VI, certainly was not disposed to 
set the firsl examplc. 

The Brazilian Treaty and corresponding Rati- 
fication, above mentioned, may, in fact, be consi- 
dered as the last Will and Testainent of the King, 
and as expressing bis sentiments on so important 
a tO[)ic as the suecession to the thronej his death 
oceurring on the ensuing 9th of Marcb. Tbree 
days previous to his death, that is on the 6th of 
March, he signed a decree for the formation of a 
Regency, intended to govern the kingdom during 
his illness, composed of the Infanta Isabel Maria 
and four Counsellors of State, expressly declaring 
tliat rc this his Imperial and Royal determination 
should also serve, in case God should be pleased 
to call hiin to his holy Glory, until the legitimate 
Heir and Succcssor to the Crown, should have 
adopted his own ineasures in this respect " 

Tliese, My Lo rd, are tlie only acts known and 
and on record in reference to the wishes and sen- 
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liments of the late King of Portugal, on a subject 
so important to the future welfare and tranquil- 
lity of the realm, as the succession to the throne. 
The news of bis death first reached Rio de Janeiro 
by an English packet, bound to Buenos Ayres, 
and consequently not in an official manner from 
Portugal, with ali the details. The Emperor, 
Dom Pedro, had, nevertheless, sufficient proof of 
the melancholy event, and he instantly shut bim- 
self up in his closet, refusing ali access to any 
others tlian his ministers and counsellors, as well 
to indulge in his grief, as to meditate on the 
novel situation in which he was placed by the 
death of his father. In this interval, it was, as it 
were, secluded and unadvised, that, with a mag- 
nanimity, scarcely .ever surpassed, he decided on 
three points, perhaps the most momentous and 
conílicting that were ever left to the decision of 
a single man. He decided, first, to keep his faith 
with the Brazilians and remain amona* theni ; 
secondly, he resolved to give to his European 
subjects a Constitutional Charter, suited to their 
habits and wants, and thirdly, he abdicated the 
throne of Portugal and placed the crown on the 
head of his daughter. Ten day afterwards, that 
is, on the 25th of April, and when the Emperor's 
mind was fully made up as to the line of conduct 
he intended to pursue, the official advices of his 
father's death, together with ali the accompanying 
documents and details, were received and found 
him fully prepared to act on so trying an emer- 
gcncy. 
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Ou the following day, that is, on the 26th of 
April,  witlr his  usíial  activity and prcsence of 
mind, the Eiupcror, true to the last wishes of his 
venerable parent, confirmed the Regcncy in Por- 
tugal  by   him  appointcd, by virtue of a solemu 
decree, couched in the following emphatic words : 
"Itbeing  expedient for the welfare of the Por- 
tuguese Monarchy,  as well as the respect due to 
the King's acts, that the Regency should continue, 
as  created by the decree of my  august Fatlicr, 
King John VI., of glorious memory, dated March 
the 6th,in the current ycar, I have hereby thought 
proper  to confirúi the said Regency, which shall 
ffovcrn until the installation  of the one which it 
is   my intention to  decree, in the Constitutional 
Charter   of the  Portuguese  Monarchy,   which   I 
shall immediately proceed to enact." 

This decree, breathing respect and veneration 
to the memory of the late Sovercign of Portugal, 
as   well  as filled with filial love towards the me- 
mory of a parent, then no more, was followed by 
another  act in  favor of the Portuguese people, 
which cannot fail to commaud their gralitude for 
ever,  and endear them to   a young prince, born 
Mnonjr them, who seems to have  been ever alive 
to the wrongs and grievances they endured, and 
anxious to redress them.    The next day, that is, 
on  the 27th,   the Emperor issued   the  following 
memorable decree.    " Wishing to mark, in Por- 
tuguese History, my Reign, by shcwing what are 
my   principies   of   humanity,  and   carrying   into 
practice one of the greatest attributcs of Majesty, 
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I have thought proper to grani an 'Amnesty to 
ali Portuguese now confined.under trial, banished, 
or persecuted for politicai opinions, mi til the date 
of this my Royal Decreej at the same time par- 
doning ali the simplc and aggravated crimes of 
desertion,as well as ali culprits sentenced for three 
years to the galleys, transportation, or confinement 
within the Kingdorn, or without thereof." Ac. 

The    immense   iuiportance    of   this   Decree, 
although the spirit of beneficence  with which it 
wm dictated  must  be  apparent to every one, is 
not perhaps, My  Lord, so easily   understood   by 
any Englishman as it is by myself, owiiig» to   my 
intimate acquaintance with the aífairs of Portu- 
gal, before and subsequent  to the  overthrow of 
the Cortes.    The prisons had been crouded with 
victims, and many,   acensed  of no  other crime 
than   having  been   Constitutionalists,   at a time 
when  the  King   himself set  the   first  example, 
were transported to Angola and other unhealthy 
places, by no means so eligible as our own Botany 
Bay.    Among  tbem were   men   of the   hirhest 
character  and  integrity   of hcart    The victims 
were nmnerous, not owing to any spirit of persc- 
cution evinced  by the  monarch; but, rather in 
consequence of the personal enmity and  vindic- 
tive propensities of tlie ministers whom   lie   was 
compellcd   to  employ,   and  whose   lawless acts, 
unhappily, he  had not the  courage to   resist or 
conírol.    Many,   perhaps  the most  enlightened 
and the   most   implicated, sought an  assylum in 
Euglandj with most of them   I  was  personally 
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acquainted and in frcquent intcrcourse.    Several 
of them   had becn  mcmbers  of lhe late   Cortes, 
and   some   held  the  first  ofíices of trust  under 
the Constitutional government.   I have witnessed 
amono- them secnes which would rend  the  hard- 
est  heart ; but  being  now   past, it is  unneees- 
sary to repeat them to Your Lordship.    Suffice it 
to say, that the Portugnese exiles, for nearly three 
jears and   a  half residing in  this country, never 
once appliedto theBritish government, or pnhlic, 
for relicf.    Theirown countrymen, established in 
the City, snpplied their most pressing wants, and 
to their credit I avail myself of this opportunity 
publicly to record the fact; whilst I feel a pleasure 
in  further adding, that  most of the Portuguese 
exiles exerted themselves, to the utmost, to earn a 
decent  livelihood   among  us.    They   condueted 
themselves with  the  utmost   probity   and deco- 
rum—nay, in the most exemplary nvanner.    Some 
devoted themselves to the pursuits of commerce; 
wliilst others commenced pcriodical   publications 
in their   own language, anxious   to instruet their 
benighted  countrymen.    I  regularly  read them 
ali, and  I do not hesitate to say, they  disphiyed 
talent and patriotism, and   were   Avritten in the 
very  best  sense.    Some of these exiles   devoted 
themselves to the  siudy of our own institutions5 

anxious to see them adopted in their own country, 
if a favourahle opportunity should   presenr itself. 

As a couimon  friend to all5 it might   be  invi- 
dious to   particularize  names.    I   cannot, never- 
theless, omit this occasion to alíude to a Portu- 
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guese Jurisconsult, distinguished by his eloqueace 
and patriotism in the late Cortes, whose whole 
rcsidence in this country was devoted to a pro- 
found study of our criminal and civil law, and in 
observing its applications  and  practieal resulte. 
Whcn   the   Old   Bailey   was   opened, he   wns   a 
constant and attehtive observei- of the trials, fully 
convinced   tliat  the  department in the  adminis- 
tration of justice most defective in his own coun- 
try, was tlifct reláting to crime.    At  other times, 
he attended the   civil courts, and I feel proud to 
say,  that so  high  were his reeommendations; so 
laudable  the spirit by which   he  was  actuated, 
and so distinguished his talents,  that  Chief Jus- 
tice Best, whcn on the Beneh, more  than  once 
honoured him with ascat by hisside, and took liim 
on one   of the   Cireuits.    This individual, lately 
restored  to his family  and   country, lias evinced 
his gratitude   by submitting  to   his  countrymen, 
in the  shape  of a Tract, the result  of his own 
observations on the Trial by  Jury, as applicable 
to   themselves   under   tlie  new   order of things, 
and I make no doubt,   he has many   other   useful 
researches to  comuiunicate to  theni for the iin- 
provement of their own civil, as well as criminal, 
jurisprudenec. 

À clergyman ofOporto, known for his zealous 
adhesion to the new order of things, in 1S20, 
wasbanished to Angola, and there resided till 
the death of King John VI, revered by the 
inhabitants and beloved by those wh o knew 
liiin.    Although   entered   on  the   books  of  the 
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Colony as a convict, as soon as the demise of the 
veigning sovereign was inadc known, this very 
samc clergyman was selectcd by the public corpo- 
rations and inhabifants to go to Rio de Janeiro, 
to prcscnt an address of congratulation to the 
Emperor of Brazil, on his accession to the throne 
of Portuga] ; when, so sensible was the latter 
of the injnstice done to one of his subjects, and 
so much pleased with the talents and patriotism hc 
displayed, that lie appointed him Chaplain to the 
establishment then about to sail for Euvope, to 
bring his brother, the Infante Dom Miguel, over 
to Brazil. 

I liave entered into the abovc parti culars, My 
Lordj and mentioncd two illustrative instances, 
applicablc to the case in point, because I was 
desirous of conveying, in the confined limits I 
have allowed myself, some slight idea of the great 
importancc of the Amnesty decree, enacted and 
publishcd by the Heir to the throne of Portugal, 
in favour of his suíFering subjects and country- 
men. Suffice it to say, that, among many others, 
several highly deserving Portuguese have thereby 
been restored to their families, after having rcsi- 
ded among us; and, I could venture to pledge, 
they would be the first to issue from their present 
solitude and heartilv aid in any plan, properly 
cneouraged and firmly supported by us, for the 
relief of their distracted country. 

After the above, almost involuntary, digression, 
I resume the thread of my narrativo of what 
passed at Rio de Janeiro, in the affairs  of Por- 
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tugal. On the ensuing 29th (April) the Emperor, 
in his character of King of Portugal and Àl- 
garves, proclaimed the Constitutional Charter 
which lie had already prepared for his European 
Dominions, and preceded by the following laconic 
preamble ; " Dom Pedro, by the Grace of God, 
King of Portugal and Àlgarves, &c. Do hereby 
irtake known to ai! my Portuguese subjects^ that 
I am pleased to decree, grant, and order to be 
immcdiately sworn to and accepted, the Constitu- 
tional Charter hereunto annexed, which, from tliis 
time henceforwards, shall govern those my King- 
doms and Dominions, &c. 

It would carry me far beyond my proposed 
limits, were I to attempt an analysis of the Con- 
stitutional Charter, thus legitimately and magnan- 
imously bestowed on his European subjects, by 
the Heir and Successor to the throne of Portugal, 
three days after he was officially made aequainted 
with the jmelancholy event which had placed the 
sceptre of his ancestors in his hands. Suffice it to 
say, that it is a Charter, founded on ali the prin- 
cipies of public law, and suited to the habits and 
wants of the people for whom it was intended. 
It contains many of the leading fentures of the 
British Constitution; combines the principal and 
practical results of the ancient Statutes of the 
realm, and carefully avoids the errors into which 
the late Cortes had fallen. It balances the severa! 
powers of the executive, and shews a due con- 
sideration to the various orders in the State. It 
confirais the old monarchical basis; defines the 
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extent of ter ri to ry ; declares the rights of tlie sub- 
ject; establishes tlie nature of the national repre- 
sentation  and power   of the Legislature j creates 
a House of Peers,  and points out the manner in 
which the laws are to be  proniulgated.    It regu- 
lates the elections ;  describes the moderating au- 
thority of the Sovereign ; marks the limits of the 
executive;   places  the suecession   to   the  throne 
bej^ond  doubt; provides  for ali  emergencies, in 
cases of minority, or disability, 011 the part of the 
reigning Sovereign ; enumerates the duties of the 
ministers and counsellors of State, and secures the 
defence of the kingdom, by a suitable armed force. 
Its next care is to promote the due administration 
of justice, of the public funds, and, in every other 
respect, the Portuguese Charter makes   provision 
for the security of person and property ; for  the 
freedom  of the press, and holds forth such guar- 
antees as are suited to promote the happiness of 
the individual  and the general prosperity of the 
State. 

Such, My Lord, is the nature of the Constitu- 
tional Charter bcstowcd on the Portuguese people, 
certainly with as much right, and possibly witli 
more cordial liberality, than the one granted te 
the Frendi by the elder Bourbon, on his return to 
the land of his ancestors. It is a liappy combi- 
nation of every thing dear to a reflecting Portu- 
tnguese, and if, in practice it should l>e found to 
conlain defects, their remedy is left to the ope- 
ration of time, the great arbiter of ali politicai 
calculations.     It is, in short, adapted to produce 
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lhe most salutary cffects; to clieck misrulc; raise 
the country froin the state of apathy and debase- 
meçt in which it has been sunk for ages, and esta- 
blish harmony on a solid basis.    It bids fair to 
enlarge the sphere of humanhappiness, and create 
a public opinion in the  nation—that main spring 
by which the politicai machine is moved,  and an 
cssential requisite in which Portugal has hitherto 
been so   laraentably deficient.     It is,   besides,   a 
proud and everlasting monument  of the wisdom 
and beneficence of the donor, and marks his love 
for his subjeets, as; well   as that nvanly and indc- 
pendent mind, firmness of character, and promp- 
titude of action, with which he is so preemineníly 
distinguished. 

I have still   a  few words more  to say  on the 
subject of the  Portuguese  Charter; although   I 
feel compelled to confess, that almost ali I could 
add on the independent and handsome manner in 
which  it was   bestowed, has already been antici- 
pated   by an assurance  of the highest  and  most 
respected  character.    It has, My Lord> in Spain, 
and other countries, in which liberal  institutions 
are viewed with a kind of ominous dread, been 
very confidently asserted, that the Constitutional 
Charter, tinis  bestowed  on his European subjects 
and countrymen,  by Dom Pedro, was of English 
origin ; and  it has even  been  attempted to per- 
suade the Portuguese, in order to render it more 
impopular  among the   privileged  orders, that  it 
was  actually sent out, ready  cut and dry, to Rio 
de Janeiro, where the  Sovereign  had  no   other 
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alternative left, than tamely to submit and quietly 
affix his signature. From the feeble evidencc ia 
my own possesion, I can declare this to be a Ijpul 
and ridiculous caluniny, invented by those wh o 
havc an immediate interest in aspersing our na- 
tional character in the Península. Sueli a cir- 
cnmstance is, besides, totally inconsistent with the 
spirit and feelings of the Emperor. He is the 
last mun in the world to brook such an indignity, 
coming from any power, however mighty, on the 

earth. 
As I have previously stated, the Emperor was 

informed  ten  days previous to the receipt of the 
official despatches  from  Lisbon  of his Father's 
death, wben he imtnediately retired to his closet, 
and during that interval, his grief and his medi- 
tation were not interrupted by any foreigner j nor 
were his intentions at the time known to any one 
but his most confidential  advisers.    Our own di- 
plomatie agents at his court, were as much aston- 
ished as the public of Rio de Janeiro, at seeing, 
on the  26th   of April,  his decrec confirming the 
Regency of Portugal ; on the 2?th, his Amnesty 
edict, and   on   the   29th, the publication  of the 
Constitutional    Charter intended   for   Portugal; 
every body being awarc, that the official news of 
the Fathcr's death had only reached the Brazilian 
capital on the  previous 25th.    The act,   conse- 
qnently, was his  own,  as well  as ali the  others 
by  wbich  the important step was accompanied, 
and to him, thereforc, and him alone, is ali the 
merit of so noble aud courageous a resolve cxclu- 
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sively due. This fact was explieitly and pointedly 
avowed by our late lamented Premier, in bis 
m(yiorable speech in the House of Commons, on 
tbe 12th of last December, in the following em- 
phatic words. 

'• It basbeen surmised that this measure, (the 
grant of a Constitutional Charter) as well as the 
abdication whieh accompauied it,\vas the ofíspring 
of our advice. No such thing, Great Britain 
did not suggest this measure. It is not her duty, 
nor her practice, to offer suggestions for the in- 
ternai regulations of foreign States. She neitber 
approved, nor disapproved, of the grant of a Con- 
stitutional Charter to Portugal; her opinion upon 
that grant was never required. True, it is, that 
the instrumcnt of the Constitutional Charter was 
brought over to Europe by a Gentleman of hicrh 
trnst, m the service of the British Government. 
Sir Charles Stuart had gone to Brazil to nego- 
tiate theseparation of that country from Portugal, 
[n addition of his character of Plenipotentiary of 
Great Britain, as the mediating power, he had 
also been invested by the King of Portugal with 
the character of His Most Faithful Majesty's 
Plenipotentiary for the negotiation with Brazil. 
That negotiation had been brought to a happy 
conclusion; and thercwith the British part of Sir 
Charles Stuarfs commission had terminated ; but 
Sir Charles Stuart was still resident at Rio de 
Janeiro, as the Plenipotentiary of the King of 
Portugal, for negotiating commercial arrrstnre- 
ments between   Portugal   and   Brazil.      In this 
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latter character, it was, that Sir Charles Stuart, 
on bis return to Europe, was requcsted by the 
Emperor of Brazil to bc thc bearer to Portugal 
of the new Constitutional Charter. His Majesty's 
Government found no fault witli Sir Charles 
Stuart for executing th is commission : but it was 
immediately felt that if Sir Charles Stuart were 
allowcd to rcraain at Lisbon, it might appear in 
thc eycs of Europe, that England was the con- 
trivcr and imposer of thcPortugucsc Constitution. 
Sir Charles Stuart was, thcreforc, directcd to 
return home forthwith ; in ordcr that the Con- 
stitution, if carried into eftect tliere, might plainly 
appear to be adopted by the Portugucse Nation 
itself, not forced upon them by English inter- 
ference."* 

This is a clear and unqncstionablc proof that 
the British goverment did not officially offcr auy 
direct advice, or present any requisition, for thc 
grant of a Constitutional Charter to Portugal; 
although, in rcsolving on thc measure, thc Em- 
peror must have been scnsiblc that hc was doing 
an act, rcquircd by existing circumstanccs, which 
coqld not fail to be plcasing to our ministers, as 
individuais, and onethat would be applauded by 
the British nation, as well as the wholc of enlight- 
ened Europe* No man knew his nativc conntry 
better than the Emperor ; no one could have pos- 

* The preceding exlract and subscqucnt ones, are laken 
from Mr. Canning's corrected Speecli, aftcrwards published 
by Hatchard. 
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sessed more correct ideas of what was requisite 
for its felicity, and he had the courage to abide by 
his resolution, taken with views, the most disinter- 
ested and patriotic. He was sensible of tlie weak- 
ncss and errors of his late father. He had beheld 
him the dupe of rapaeious ministers; he had seen 
the treasures of the State, wrested from a wretched 
people, serve only to feed the lnxury of courtiers, 
and he had hiroself witnessed the sad effects of 
inisrule in the European, as well as in the Ameri- 
can, division of the Monarchy. Ever an obscrvant 
youth, and endowed with the strongest powers of 
discernment, he had often reflected on the con- 
duct of the old hypocrites and parasites by whom 
his fathers palace was uneeasingly crowded ; he 
had observed the deluded nionarch select his 
confidential advisers from among men who., under 
the mask of false virtue and splendid pricle, con- 
cealed views the most interested, and he had no- 
ticed that the reins of goverment were too often 
entrusted to ministers,, unmindful of their duty, 
and careless of the common welfare—ministers 
who persecuted merit and honoui>and rewarded 
such only as were willing to partake in their 
vices., and not reveal their crimes. 

Mixing with society and watching the condi- 
tion of the people, he had formed certain politi- 
cai maxims, as a guidance for his conduet, if he 
should ever be invested with regai authority, He 
had read the ancient Chronicles of his own coun- 
try, perhaps with a degree of enthusiastic ardour, 
and stored in his mind principies on which he was 
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detcrmined to act, whcnever an opportunity pre- 
seuted itself.    He had taught himself to smilc at 
the   divinc institution   and   right   of Kings, and 
it had entercd into liis creed that the people were 
the real sources of power, and, consequently, that 
it was for thcir bencfit, security and  happiness, 
thatheshould one day ascend the tlirone.    He had 
witnessed the  demonstrations of popular feeling, 
in the Brazilian capital, on the 25th ofFebruary, 
1821, wlicn having, in his own and his Fathei^s 
namc, taken the oath to the ncw order of things 
in Portugal, he was hailed as the tutelar angel  of 
the country, and the  chosen instrumcnt of its fu- 
ture  fclicity.      The   demonstrations   of joy  and 
írladness which   he tlicn saw, excited  impressions 
on hisardent mind, which were never obliterated. 

No one, My Lord, can reílect on the manncr in 
which the Brazilian Independence was  achieved, 
without being filled with respect and   admiration 
for the youth wh o dared   to   do so bold   a deed- 
Stich, I candidly confess, were my own sensations, 
when I eagerly peruscd ali the interesting details. 
His acts have frequently been traduced among us j 
but they   will    bear  a   thorough   iirvestigation. 
Many of them are worthy of the best days of Rome, 
and as such do 1 consider the one above mentioned, 
as well as the grant of a Constitutional Charter to 
Portugal.      When  the   Independence  of Brazil 
was cffected, the Einpcror had it in his power to 
become an  absolutc Sovereign.    Addresses, from 
several of the provinces, were sentto him, solicit- 
ing  him to   exercise an  absolute   sway, which 
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lie rejected with disdain. At the opening of the 
Constituent Congress, " the time for deeeiving 
men is passed"— said he, in his spccch to the 
assembled represcntatives, "it must be made 
known that ali govcrnments are no other than the 
result of the national will, and have no other 
object than the utility of the people." 

From the moment he wielded the sceptre, he 
scemcd dctermincd to point out to the people of 
Brazil, the road that would leadthem to their own 
happinessand prosperity, and he plcdgcd his royal 
word to second ali their efforts. Continually ex- 
posed to the uncertaintiesof chance, some provin- 
ces had recently been the dupes of factious men, 
ready to decoy and mLslead them. Seeing that 
the people were unceasingly tormenled   by  rcac- 

tionary anarehy, he resolved that the country should 
be governed by  a national code and defined   laws. 
On the 11 th of Deccmber,  1823, the Project  of 
a  Constitution for Brazil was   drawn up   by the 
Council of Stale, on bases presented by the Empe- 
ror himself, then sent to the severa! provinces, and 
by them duly accepted and approved of, as the law 
of the land.    From the above period up to the pre- 
sent moment, this   Constitution  has been in  full 
operation, and attended with the most beneficiai 
consequences.      Anarehy  has  disappeared;   the 
severa]    provinces have    been   united and  Con- 
solidated, and the administration of justice mate- 
rially   improved.     Brazil  has,   in  a word, prós- 
pered,   and   the    Imperial    government is   now 
acknowledged and respeeted throughout Europe. 

58 

lie rejected with disdain. At the opening of the 
Constituent Congress, " the time for deeeiving 
men is passed"— said he, in his spccch to the 
assembled representatives, "it must be made 
known that ali govcrnments are no other than the 
result of the national will, and have no other 
object than the utility of the people." 

From the moment he wielded the sceptre, he 
scemcd dctermincd to point out to the people of 
Brazil, the road that would leadthem to their own 
happinessand prosperity, and he plcdgcd his royal 
word to second ali their efforts. Continually ex- 
posed to the uncertaintiesof chance, some provin- 
ces had recently been the dupes of factious men, 
ready to decoy and mLslead them. Seeing that 
the people were unceasingly tormenled   by  rcac- 

tionary anarehy, he resolved that the country should 
be governed by  a national code and defined   laws. 
On the 11 th of Deccmber,  1823, the Project  of 
a  Constitution for Brazil was   drawn up   by the 
Council of Stale, on bases presented by the Empe- 
ror himself, then sent to the severa! provinces, and 
by them duly accepted and approved of, as the law 
of the land.    From the above period up to the pre- 
sent moment, this   Constitution  has been in  full 
operation, and attended with the most beneficiai 
consequences.      Anarehy  has  disappeared;   the 
severa]    provinces have    been   united and  Con- 
solidated, and the administration of justice mate- 
rially   improved.     Brazil  has,   in  a word, prós- 
pered,   and   the    Imperial    government is   now 
acknowledged and respeeted throughout Europe. 



59 

After this, in  candour, let  me ask, could the 
Einperor do less  for his European subjects than 
lie had done for the Brazilians ? Could lie fail to 
be equally beneficcnt; equally just, and equally 
patriotic ? He could not,  for   a moment,  expect 
that the Portuguese people would remain quiet 
and endure the stigma of an absolute government, 
when the Brazilians, their children and dcsccn- 
dants, were enjoying ali thcbenefits of a national 
code.    The idea would have becn preposterous— 
nay it would have been an insult to the Lusita- 
iiians.    He thercforc granted to them, whilst the 
right and powcr were still in his hands, a Consti- 
tucional Charter, modelled   after the one  which 
had been  adoptcd in  Brazil, yet  modified   and 
arranged to the state of Portugal.    The planand 
basis are the same, and on  a   careful comparison 
of each articlc, respectively, I do not hesitate to 
say, that the Portuguese Charter is as perfect, as 
liberality and human foresight could make it.    It 
establishes   the   Constitutional  predominance of 
the nobility, an essential basis  on which  ali  mo- 
narchies, evcn the representative and mixed ones, 
must essentially  rest; and to ali  the  orders  in 
the State it aftbrds ample  guarantees.    To argue 
that the Portuguese are unfit for the enjoyment of 
such a Constitution, particularly after the success- 
ful experience of uearly four years in Brazil, were 
ahnost   an   insult to  the  understanding  of niy 

readers. 
What our own governtncnt thoughtof the Con- 

stitutional Charter for Portugal, and the authonty 
li 2 
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under whieh ít waa granted, may be  safcly col- 
lectcd from the remarks of our lamented Premicr, 
contained in his Speech above inentioned.    They 
áreas follow:  « As to the merits, Sir, ofthenew 
Constitution  for   Portugal,   I  have neither  the 
mtent.on,   nor   the  right,   to  offer any opinion. 
Personally, I have formed one ; but as an English 
Minister, ali I have to say is—May God prosper 
this  atteinpt  at Constitutional   liberty in Por- 
tugal !   and  may   that   Nation   he  found  as  fit 
to  enjoy and   to  chcrish   its   new-bom    previ - 
leges,   as it has often proved  itsclf capable   of 
discharging  its   duties amongst the  Nations   of 
the World." 

"I, Sir,am neither the champion nor thecritic 
of the Portuguese Constitution.    But it is admit- 
ted, on ali hands, to have proceeded from a legiti- 
mate sourcc—a  considcration which has   mainly 
reconcilcd Continental   Europe  to its establish- 
ment, and to us, as Englishmen, it is recommen- 
dedbythe ready acceptance   which   it  has  met 
with from  ali  orders of the  Portuguese people. 
To   that   Constitution,   therefore,   thus unques- 
tioned iu its origiri, cven by tho.se who  are  most 
jealous of the new institutions—to that Constitu- 
tion, thus sanctioned in its outset by the glad and 
gratefiil acclamations of those who  are  destined 
to live under it—-to  that Constitution,   fo.mded 
on  principies in a grcat degree  similar  to  lhose 
of  onr  own, though   differentlv   modified, it  is 
impossible that an Englishman should not wish 
wcll." 
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À more candid and explicit opinion respecting 
thePortuguese Charter tlian thc above, could not 
havc been expressed by our Premier, now no 
more, both in liis charactcr of an individual and 
niinister. Às the latter, he declares "thât its 
origin is unquestioned, even by those wh o are 
niost jealous of new institutione." This must 
mean, that its origin is not questioned by the 
membcrs of the Holy Àlliance; yet, howis it, then, 
that we scc them plotting its ovcrthrow, in broad 
day light? Evidently, it inust bc to suit their ovm 
private views; or because they consider us favour- 
able to its establishment, and Iikely to rcap the 
largcst portion of the beneíits, if Portugal is 
thereby regcncrated, the same as we havc donc by 
thc new order of things, in Brazil, a theatrc rathcr 
too distant for their insidious machinations. 

It is now time to rcturn to a review of the 
other acts of the Emperor in reference to Por- 
tugal. On the 26th, he signed and issued Letters 
Patent, as King of Portugal, addrcssed to snch 
Nobles as he was pleased to appoint to the House 
of Peers, viz. two Dukes; one Patriarch; four 
Archbishops ; twcnty-scvcn Marqucsscs; forty- 
three Counts; thirteen Bishops ; total Temporal 
and Spiritual Peers, sevcuty-seven. By a Decrce 
of the same date, His Imperial Majesty appointed 
the Duke de Cadaval, President of the House of 
Peers, and the Patriarch, Vicc-Prcsident. By a 
separate Decree, he ordered the elections for the 
deputies to the General Cortes of the Kingdoni, 
to commence immcdiately, pursuant to thc Con- 
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stitution; the Regency of the Kingdom being en- 
joined to carry tbis decree into full effect. 

Having tlius laid a basis for tbc future liberty 
and prosperity of Portugal ; having, in  tbe very 
best   spirit   of   patriotism    and   justice,    enacted 
and granted a Constitution, congcnial to tbe babits 
and  conformable    to  tbe wants  and  wishes   of 
tbe  people   for   whom it wu   intended ;   having, 
in the cbaracter of King of Portugal and   as tbe 
rightful heir and suecessor to tbose realms, given 
tbe strongest  possible   proof of aífection towards 
bis countrymcn, and evineed tbe deepest  interest 
for tbeir glory and future welfare; having organ- 
ized agoverment, secured it by ample guarantecs, 
and affordcd tbe means of directing it,   in   such 
manner, as to   be produetive   of, and  propitious 
to liberty, to justice, and the individual   rights of 
ali—terriblc to tbe wicked and protective to  tbe 
good—such a government, in short, as would   in- 
sure a vigilant  police, restore economy, balance 
the scveral powcrs   in   the State, ameliorate   the 
condition of the people, remove umvisc and odious 
distinctions, destroy ali prejudices,  develope   thc 
gradual, but cflccttve, power of education, create 
a real union and sympathy of babits, and eventu- 
ally give a comraon feeling to Provinces, bitberto 
almost uneonnected and in a state of actual rival- 
sbip—having donc ali   tbis, as bc fondly  hoped, 
the Enipcror of Brazil and King of Portugal put 
the last seal to the bappiness and security of botb 
independent Kingdoms, by  formally, yet  condi- 
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favour of his own Daughter, Queen Mary II; 
tinis giving lhe final and most signal proof of his 
love and fidelity to his Brazilian subjects, as well 
as of magnanimity and disinterestedness, in yield- 
ing up a Crown, at the moment safely placed on 
his own head. 

The solemn decree by which this important, 
yet conditional, transfer and conveyance was 
made, is dated Rio de Janeiro, May 2nd, 1S26, 
consequently, several days after ali the other 
ordinances, decrees and acts, relative to the fu- 
ture destinies of Portugal, were passed and signed. 
It is therefore, presnmable, that this last and 
momentous measurc had undergone the most ma- 
ture deliberation, and was resolved upon with a 
full and firm conviction of its necessity, as well as 
a due sense of its important consequences. The 
Act itself, being one of the deepest interest in the 
affhirs of Portugal, at the present moment, I 
shall consider it my duty to insert, in this place, 
a literal and faithful translation. 

"Dom Pedro, by the Grace of God, King of 
Portugal and Algarves, &c. &c.—Do hereby 
make known to ali my Portuguese subjects that, 
it being incompatible with the interests of the 
Empire of Brazil and those of the Kingdom of 
Portugal, for me to continue to be King of Por- 
tugal, Algarvesand the Dominions thereof; And 
wishing to felicitate my said Kingdoms as inuch 
as is in my power, I have thought proper, from 
an impulse and free will of my own, to abdicate 
and yield   up ali   the   indisputable   and  inherent 
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rights which  I hold to tlie Crown of the Portu- 
guese Monarchy, together with  the Sovereignty 
of the aforesaid Kingdoms, to  the pcrson   of my 
dearly beloved and   highly valued Daughter, the 
Princess of Gran Pará,  Donna Maria  da Gloria, 
in order that She, as  their reigning Queen, may 
eovern  them   indcpendent of this   Empire, and 
pursuant to the Constitution which I have thought 
proper to decree, grant, and command to be sworn 
to, by my Rescript of the 29th of April, in the 
currentyear;    And further,  I   have been pleased 
to declare, that my said   Daughter and  reigning 
Queen  of Portugal, shall   not   depart  from  the 
Empire of Brazil, until I have Iiad   official proof 
that  the Constitution has been sworn to3 in  the 
manner by me ordaiued, and until the espousals of 
marriage, which it is my intention to make for her 
with my beloved and highly valued Brother, the 
Infante Dom Miguel, shall have been carried into 
full effect and the marriage coucluded;    And this 
my Abdication and Transfer shall not take place, 
if any one  of these   two   conditions   should  be 
wanting."  &c.  &c. 

From an expression m the above decree, it is 
clearly shewn, that the Abdication of the Crown 
of Portugal was an act exclusively of the Empe- 
ror, and that it originaled in an " impulse and 
free will of his own," that is, it was notpreceded 
by any advicc from his European allios. This 
then is another proof of the Emperor's magnani- 
mity, disinterestedness and devotion to the wel- 
fare of his Brazilian snbjccts.    That this abdica- 
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tion was a spontancous  act  of his own, is" also 
fnlly   testified   by the  declaration   made   by our 
departed Premier, in his spccch above allucled to. 
"The ink with whichthis agrcement was written 
(meaniug the Brazilian  Treaty   of Independenee 
and Seperation) was searcely dry, when the unex- 
peeted death of the King   of Portugal produeed 
a ncw state  of things, which united on the same 
head the two Crowns which ithad been the policy 
of England, as  well  as  of Portugal and Brazil, 
to separate.    On   that  oeeasion, Great   Britain 
and another Enropean  Court, closely  eonneeted 
with Brazil, tendered advice to the Emperor of 
Brazil,   now  become  King   of Portugal, which 
advice it cannot be accurately said that His Impe- 
rial Majesty followed—because he had deeided for 
hiinself before it rcached Rio de Janeiro j but, in 
couformity with which advice, though not in con- 
sequenceof it, His Imperial Majesty deterinincd to 
abdicate the Crown of Portugal in favour of his 
eldest   Danghter.    But  the   Emperor  of  Brazil 
had done more,     Wliat had  not been foreseen— 
what would have  been beyond  the   province of 
any foreign Power to advise—His  Imperial Ma- 
jcsty   had  accompanicd   his   abdication   of the 
Crown   of Portugal,  with  the grant of   a   free 
Constitutional Charter to that Kingdom." 

From the above passage it is dedueible, that 
the British and Austrian governments were deci- 
dedly of opinion, that the Emperor had the right 
and power to abdicate his Crown; and the other 
illustrative   particulars, thus disclosed  to Parlia- 
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mcnt, distinctly shew, that he cxercised that ríght 
and power, unbiassed by any advice, and unshack- 
led by any previous plan to alter the Iine  of suc- 
cession.    The wishes  of bolh  in this respeet, as 
it afterwards turned out, wcre anticipated; but, 
being now  on   record, the  avowal  will   always 
operate as   a   confírmation   and   approval of the 
line of conduetpursued by the Empcror.    Àftcr 
having becn the niediating power, for the separa- 
tion of Brazil,  only a few months before, it was 
natural and consistent for  Great Britain to  wish 
that  every   obstacle  should   be   removed,   which 
might obstruet, or endanger, the due fulfilment of 
so recent a Treaty ; and this could only be done 
by   an   abdication.    The   act, nevertheless, was 
conditional, and rested on the compliance of two 
essential  stipulations,   viz—first, the   acceptance 
of the Charter by the Portuguese, and, secondly, 
on the espousals and marriage of the  Queen with 
the Infante   "Dora Miguel/'   being   completcd. 
Unless thesc two peremptory conditions were ful- 
filled, the  Emperor  forraally  declared,   that his 
abdication sliould be held null and void. 

The íirst condition was fulfilled, and the Con- 
stitution accepted in Portugal. Of the second, 
that part only lias been earried into effect which 
relates to the espousals, on the part of the Infante 
Dom Miguel, performed at Vicnna, by proxy, in 
the usual manner. The other part vw.-—the com- 
plction andeonsummation of the marriage, cannot 
possibly take place for nearly ten years, owing to 
the minority of the Queen.    Ali this time, there- 
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fore, the Empcror of Brazil continues to be thc 
lawful King of Portugal, and ali the attributes 
of Sovereignty, vested in thmt right, Ijelong to hini. 
In the interval, whoever govems Portugal, can 
be no othcr than his delegate and representative. 
As a parent, lie is also the natural guardian of 
his daughter, and although the esponsais of 
marriage have been celebrated, it is a qucstion 
whether they can be made binding, wlien the 
paríies are at such a distance from each other, 
and the disparity of age so great. Thcre is, 
besides, the risk of two lives to min, for the next 
ten years. 

Well assured of his right, and ever anxious to 
exercise it for thc benefit of his European country- 
men, the Emperor of Brazil, in his character of 
King of Portugal, according to the last advices 
from Rio de Janeiro, lias appointed his Broiher, 
the Infante Dom Miguel, to be the Regent of 
Portugal and his own Representative, until his 
daughter shall have attained the age prescribed 
by law. It is further confidcntly added, tliat lie has 
imposed on the future Regent and his own Repre- 
sentative, the peremptory condition of snpport- 
ing and abiding by the Constitutional Charter, 
as originally granted, until altered, or modified, 
in the manner therein prescribed. 

This, My Lord, is certainly an event, not very 
generally expected in England ; although, under 
ali circumsíances, it ha* by no mems taken me 
by surprise. In the dilenima in which he vvas 
placed, the Emperor had scarcely any other alter- 
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native left him. With regret lie had scen, in 
the course of last year, the Portuguesc tcrritory 
attacked by a band of armcd rebele» instigated 
and sent forward by the Apostolical Junta of 
Spain, and assuming, as a cloak to their insidi- 
ous and treasonable views, the name of a Prince 
with whom they had iiot the smallest connection, 
and from whom, consequently, they had not re- 
ceived the slightest authority. Although tl)e 
Infante Dom Miguel has not publicly disavowed 
the acts and crimes thus wantonly pcrpctrated, 
it is very presumable tliat he has given due satis- 
faction on the subject to his Brother, the Empe- 
ror, and sincerely lamcnted the unjustifiable use 
made of his name, when he had no participation 
whatever in the acts, or views of the perpctrators. 
This is the more probable^ as there are sevcral 
instances on public record, in which the Infante 
Dom Miguel has evinced the utmost love and re- 
gard for his absent Brother, as well as an extreme 
readiness to obey his commands, and follow his 
wishes.*    Since the death of the Father, many let- 

* At a grand dinner, given at the beg-inning" of last year, 
atthe house of theBrazilian Minister in Vienna, in honour of 
the Acknowledgment of the Independence of Brazil, and at 
which Prince Mettcrnich, sevcral of the Austrian Princes, 
Nobility, and Generais, as well as the whole Corps diploma- 
tiquc, except the Spanish envoy, were present, the Infante 
Dom Miguel enthusiastically drank the health " Of ali the 
the good, faithful and zealous servants of his augnist Brother 
and true Friend!" 
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ters must have passed between them, with which 
the public, ofcourse, cari have no acquaintanccj 
fet, it is but fair to infer, tbat the explanations 
and avowals they coutained, were of a nature to 
leave tlie Emperor's confidence unshaken. 

The  Emperor had,   moreover,   seen, tbat  the 
Constitutional   Charter was obstrueted, in  Por- 
tugal, by a prevailing uncertainty as to the wishes 
and intentions of the Prince who, in the course of 
time, was   likely to   become   Sovereign,  and   to 
whom,   consequently, the privileged orders were 
afraid  to  givc offence.    The   Einperor  was also 
awarc  of the  difliculties in   which  the  Infanta 
Regent had been  placed, owing to the intrigues 
by which  she was  surrounded, amidst so general 
an effervescence of party-spirit.    He had read her 
own complaints, and trembled for the effects of a 
weakness,  inseparable  from   her  sex.     He  was 
alarmed at the turmoils in which the country was 
plunged,  and  doubly so, at the state of the  In- 
fanta^  health, when, according to bulletins   and 
ofBcial advices, she was  declared past recovery. 
Unless  an early and  powerful  remedy were ap- 
plied, he   clearly  foresaw tbat Portugal would be 
plunged  in   a state of anarchy and civil war, and 
tbus casily fali a prey to the insidious schenies of 
her neighbours.    He  himself would  have gladly 
flown  to her  relief j but the war with Buenos- 
Ayres was not properly terminated. 

Áustria had, besides, early recoinnicnded the ap- 
pointment of the infante Dom Miguel, as Regent, 
considering it to be the best means to rcconcile 
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ali parties; and thc papcrs on thc subject lately 
printed  in  thc Moniteitr, v#rj clearlj shew, that 
the French govcrnmcnt was also favourable to thc 
plan.    It is  confidently asserted, that Rússia had 
equally  joined   in  the  measurc.      The  views of 
Áustria  on the  subject had, indeed, bcen  early 
submitted to   thc   Emperor himself, in   the  mis- 
sion confided to Baron Neuinan, and hc was con- 
fident that the choice could not be objectionable 
to any other of his Allies, as long as it was done 
for tlie welfare of Portugal, in strict accord with 
ali  his  previous acts,  and the appointment  con- 
fcrred under the  best guarantees  which   hc was 
ablc to obtain, for the prcservation of the Consti- 
tutional Charter, 

From ali that is pnblicly known on the subject, 
it was in this spirit, and undcr thesc circumstances, 
that the appointment of the Infante Dom Miguel, 
as Regent of Portugal and his Imperial Brother's 
Delegate and Representative, for the time being, 
took place, and   God grant that the experiment 
may be successful.    The future tranquillity and 
prosperity of Portugal,  consequently, will soon 
be in his hands.    There  are  prejudices against 
him, in his  own  country,  as well  as in   Europc, 
owingto the unfortunate errors into which he fell 
on the unhappy 30th of April, 1824.    In justice 
to the young Prince, it must, however, be acknow- 
lcdged, that his late Father, King John VI. in the 
various edicts issued from on board thc Windsor 
Castle, whcre he and thc Royal Family had taken 
refuge,  during the confusion  and consternation 
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in which thc Portuguesc capital was, at thattimc, 
thrown, attributed thc rash and reprehensible act 
of thc Infante Dom Miguel, in assembling thc 
troops, issuing proclamations, and imprisoning a 
numberof individuais, without thc knowledge of 
his Father, to the bad advice of wicked and de- 
signing men, who had deceived the youngPrinee, 
availed themselves of his inexperience, and made 
him an uneonscious instrument of thc ir own ne- 
farious and ambitious designs. The subsequent 
ecclaircissment of this singular affair, and parti- 
cularly the proceedings instituted against his 
advisers and accompliees, render it probable that 
this was really the case, as the Infante, apparently 
convinced of his error, instantly obey ed the Father's 
peremptory snmmons and joined him on board of 
the Windsor Castlc. On the 12th of May he 
wrote a letter, addressed to his King, Father and 
Lord, of which the following is the first sentence. 

(C To love and serve Your Majesty, has been, 
from the time 1 knew myself, the principal oecu- 
pation of my life, and ihe only object of my am- 
bition. Tf, at any time, I sueceeded in giving 
indubitable proofs of my fidelity, the paternal 
heart of Your Majcsty will perhaps now rcccivc 
them, as a sufficient excuse for the involuntary 
errors, into which the want of experience and of 
reflection, attributable to my age, led me to fali." 

At the same time the Infante, íC fearful that his 
presence in Portugal might give pretext to evil- 
minded persons to renew disturbances and in- 
trigues, very  forcign to  thc  purc  scntiincnts hc 
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had just truly uttered," requested of bis Father 
to be allowed to travei for some time in Europc. 
From tbat pcriod, up to tlie present momcnt, it 
will be rcmcmbcrcd, that the Infante Dom Mi- 
guel has resided at the Court of Vienna, where, 
it is generally acknowlcdged, he has materially 
improved himself. 

What  coursc he will adopt on  his  arrival in 
Portugal, vcsted with power, time only can shew. 
AH will depend on  his constancy in pursuing the 
wishes of his distant Brother, and on the advisers 
he may collect  round his  person.    If he follows 
the example of Fcrdinand VII, on his retum from 
Franco, in May, 1814, he is lost, and his unhappy 
country rcplunged into a state of anarchy and de- 
solation.    If he treads  in  the stcps of his elder 
Brother, and does for Portugal what thelatter has 
done for Brazil, his eountrymcn will be eternally 
his debtors ; his youthful crrors will be forgotten, 
and his name revered throughout Europe.    If he 
avoids and  abhors the intrigues  and  corruption 
in wfaich the court of Lisbon has been sunk, for 
many years,  and allows  only npright  and   good 
men to enter into  his councils, then  will  his ad- 
ministration endear his  memory  to  his grateful 
countrymeu;   it  will   be  markcd   by peace and 
concord, and regeneration will every where attcnd 
his steps.    If he has profitcd  by  the lessons and 
example of the Emperor Francis II. under whose 
roof he has   now   resided   for   upwards   of tliree 
ycars, he will know the affection a ruler ought to 
have  towards his people, and guide his actions by 
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the safe standard of justice and equity. If, in 
short, he has improved, during his traveis, it is 
still confidently to be hoped that tbe Infante Dom 
Miguel, in his new cbaracter of Regent, and 
Lieutenant of the Kingdom will constitute the 
felicity of Portugal and her Dominions. 

No doubt he has mu eh to do; yct, if he emulates 
the manly virtues, candour, patriotism, and devo- 
tion of his brother, and never forgets the prin- 
cipies which placedhis ancestors on the Lusitanian 
throne, he will equally be the founder of a new 
order of things, and his name will be blcssed by 
future generations. If he sincerely devotes himself 
to heal the bleeding* wounds of his country, his 
administration will be mentioned with the same 
pride,as are the reigns of some of the first worthies 
who adorned the throne of Portugal. On ali 
hands, it is allowed that the Infante Dom Miguel 
has talents, and, it is to be hoped, he will display 
them, on so interesting' an occasion. 

Most Princes have committed errors and follies, 
in their youtb, and indulgcd in some excesses, 
almost inseparable from the temptations with 
which they are surrounded. Dom Pedro himself 
is scarcely an exception; but, from the moment 
he was called to the throne, he seemed to enter 
into himself, and resolved to devote his time and 
efforts to the welfare of his people. He has never 
since once wavered in his determination, although 
he has had immense difficulties to overcome. He 
has evinced the most signal proofs of magnanimity 
towards his bitter enemies, even those wild and vi- 
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sionary thcorists, who would gladly have converted 
thc Brazilian Provinces into separate republies, 
merely that they might thcmsclvcs take the lead 
in them. He has set the best cxamplc of eco- 
nomy, moderation, and civic virtuej and hithcrto 
shcwn that the crime which hc most abhors, is 
to break liis faith with his people. He has ever 
evineed a markcd dislike to flattercrs and false- 
hood. He has uniformly shewn himself open to 
advice; yet, never disposed to pardon an untruth. 
The offence which hc has always punished with 
most severity, has been a wilful inlention to 
deccivc him. Some of his acts, when visiting the 
provinces, to know the wants of the people and 
corrcGt abuses, are in the true spirit of a Henry IV, 
of France. When he arrived, for the first time 
at Bahia, in February, 1826, he said to the inha- 
bitants, Ci Now, that I am among you, tell me 
frankly what you want, in order that I may at 
once apply a rcmedy, and afterwards3 furnished 
with a full knowledge of the cause., may have itin 
my power to send back my Imperial orders from 
the Court of Rio de Janeiro." On leaving the 
capital for Bahia, in his address to the inhabitants, 
hc uses the following memorable words. 

" Inhabitants of Rio de Janeiro ! Thc desire I 
have to know, if it wcre possiblc, ali my subjects, 
and that they should personally know me ; the 
intimate conviction I entertain that the dissentions 
which have occurred in some of the provinces, 
as experience has (aught me in the two which 
I have  already visited, arose from my not  being* 
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acquainted with their wants, so that I might 
havc applied an early remedy \ and, finally, my 
word, passed to the inhabitants of thc Province of 
Bahia that, as soon as the Indcpcndcncc of Brazil 
was acknowlcdgcd, I would honour that province 
■with my presence, now urge me to rcdeem my 
Imperial pledge, by proceeding to the aforesaicl 
province, on the 3rd of the ensuing February, in 
order to thank the inhabitants for their efforts in 
expelling the Ll]sitanians.,, 

*' I lcave among- you my son and my three 
daughters. On the âlst of March, I shall quit the 
Province of Bahia, so as to arrive herc in time, 
to open our Legislativo A.ssembly, as ordained 
by the Constitution of the Empire, which does, 
and shall, govern us." 

« If a father is in duty bound to provide for 
the wants of bis childrcn, liow mucb greater is 
not the obligation of a Sovereign towards bis 
subjccts? If I have already been among you for 
the space of eighteen years, shall not the inhabi- 
tants of Bahia have the right of possessing me, 
for the short period of a month? These are incon- 
testible truths—and the inhabitants of Bahia are 
deserving of such an honour. You know it well, 
and no one can doubt of the necessity of th is my 
determination, dictated both by policy and justice. 
Anxious to rejoin you, I leave you for the moment, 
and   recommend order and tranquillity to yo*i." 

Let the Infante Dom Miguel follow such an 
example as this, on bis return to Portugal; let 
him  address bis countrymcn thus,  and sinccrely 

K 2 

75 

acquaintecl with their wants, so that I might 
havc applied an early remedy ; and, finally, my 
word, passed to the inhabitants of thc Province of 
Bahia that, as soon as the Indcpcndcncc of Brazil 
was acknowledged, I wonld hononr that province 
■with my presence, now urge me to rcdeem my 
Imperial pledge, by proceeding to the aforesaid 
province, on the 3rd of the ensuing February, in 
order to thank the inhabitants for their efforts in 
expelling the Ll]sitanians.,, 

u I leave among- you my son and my three 
daughters. On the 21st of March, I shall quit the 
Province of Bahia, so as to arrivc hcre in time, 
to open our Legislativo A.ssembly, as ordained 
by the Constitution of the Empire, which does, 
and shall, govern us." 

« If a father is in duty bound to provido for 
the wants of his children, liow mucb greater is 
not the obligation of a Sovereign towards his 
subjccts? If I liave already been among you for 
the space of eighteen years, shall not the inhabi- 
tants of Bahia havc the right of possessing me, 
for the short period of a month? These are incon- 
testiblc truths—and the inhabitants of Bahia are 
deserving of such an honour. You know it wcll, 
and no one can doubt of the necessity of th is my 
determination, dictated both by policy and justice. 
Anxious to rejoin you, I leave you for the moment, 
and recommend order and tranquillity to yo*i." 

Let thc Infante Dom Miguel follow such an 
example as this, on his return to Portugal; let 
him  address his countrymen thus,  and sinccrely 

K 2 



76 

carry his professions into practice. Liberal prin- 
cipies will then be triumphant; the new insti- 
tutions Consolidated, and ali the plots of the ene- 
mies of Portugal defeated. 

Such,   t   can   assure   your   Lordship,   are   my 
hopes   and   wishes   on  this   important   subjcct; 
although   I  am   by no  nicans divested of appre- 
hensions, not  arising out   of any  doubt  with re- 
garei to the sincerity  of  the  future  Regent   of 
Portugal,  or the  distance  of the  founder of the 
Constitutioual Charter ; but,  because   I  am fully 
aware  of the plots and machinations unceasinglv 
and strenuously  pursued by the eneinies   of free 
institutions,   in   any   part  of the   Península.     A 
scheme of decided opposition lias been extensively 
organized, and Portugal  has  become the theatre 
of its immediate operations.    Many  partisans of 
high rank and great influence, have been enlisted 
in the cause, and I fear they have the active con- 
currence, if not the open support, of some of the 
Continental powcrs.    Yet mu eh,  if not  ali, dc- 
pends  upon us.    We have more moral influence 
in Portugal, than ali  the  other powers put toge- 
ther, whenever  we seek to exercisc it,  and the 
point at issue depends on   moral   influence, alone. 
The  contest about  to  ensue in   Portugal, is not 
one that calls for  an  appeal   to arms, as  far, at 
least, as we are concerned.    Had we not erred in 
1814, we should  not, at this moment, have had a 
single  regiment in Portugal, and  if we now err 
again,  God  knows  what sacrifices  we  may not 
eventually be callcd upon to make.    In order to 
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explain myself, more fully, it is necessary to takc a 
nearer view of the Península, so as to ascertain 
what are the real wants and wishes of the inha- 
bitants, for unless they are consulted and complied 
with, Spain and Portugal can never be placed in 
a permanent state of tranquillity, or their internai 
disputes cease to be a subject of dread and alarm 
to the rest of Europe. 

It has been a maxim  steadily pursued  by His 
Majesty's ministers, sinee the downfall of Buona- 
parte, that the general peace of Europe is to be 
invariably preserved, by a due maintenance of its 
various securities.    This was the grand object to 
which the Allied   Sovereigns   pledged   to  direct 
their future cfforts, at the congress of Vienna, as 
a means of safety to ali,   and  with   a  view   to 
obviate any recurrence  of seenes similar to those 
which followed the French revolution.    A gene- 
ral basis was laid and  agreed  upon, and from   it 
certain principies were  drawn, which, from that 
moinent, passed into public law—If, howevcr, it 
was then   establisbed, that   it was   the  common 
interestand obligation of ali to consult the gene- 
ral policy of Europe, in  questions affccting the 
peace   and   safety   of  the   whole,   it   was  never 
attempted to enaet, and much less formally agreed, 
that the Independence of the   several   States, in 
their   own  internai   concerns,   should  be taken 
away.    Under the plea of prcserving peace, some 
of the despotic monarchs, who   became parties to 
tlie coalition,  might secretly  have had the  pre- 
servation of their own unimpaired power in view, 
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and sought at any time to have a plea to put down 
popular efforts, directed to dislodge arbitary rule, 
and recover rights unjustly taken away. Snch 
despotic Sovereigns might have been anxious to 
prevent any such examples elsewherc, froni spread- 
ing among themselvesj buí it would be madness 
to suppose, that England then acceded to such a 
principie, or bound herself to guarantec to the 
Allied Sovereigns, the actual degree of tnonar- 
chical, or despotic, power, which each one of 
them actually possessed, at the time of the general 
arrangement. 

IIis Majestj^s Ministers have always declared in 
Parliament, and made known to the public, in 
the demi-official papers which they have deemed 
it expedient to circulate, as a guidance to the 
national opinion, " that there exists*ho article, 
express or understood; nothing of a general 
understanding, nor admitted obligation, tbat one 
Sovereign should have the right to call upon 
another to interfere in his own domestic adminis- 
tration (if at any time adverse to his interests and 
inclinations) or to demand the power of Con- 
gress to suppress any merely civil contest between 
such sovereign and his subjects.* It has, never- 
thelcss, at the same time been avowed, that the 
stipulations to which England became a party, 
admit of an interference in such cases as " menace 
the general tranquillity of  Europe, and threaten 
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to reintroducc, in their dangerous exccss, those 
principies of anarchy and spoliation, that regi- 
cide system, and tbat infatuated destruction of ali 
reliffious faith and establishment, which charão- 
terized thc French revoluíion.* 

Yct, how my Lord, can such principies as 
these, be applied to the present situation of Por- 
tugal, by any of the powers who took part in the 
Congress of Vienna? Why, tben, shall Spain 
abuse a public covenant made for other purposes, 
quite distinct? How Spain lias interfered with 
Portugal, whilst the latter was cvincing a for- 
bearance, certainly unexampled, having, at the 
game time, great and dreadful means of retaliation 
within her reach, is matter of public notoriety. 
When our late lamented Premier stated the rea- 
sons why governmcnt had complied with the re- 
quisition for military aid, on the part of Por- 
tugal, and shewed that the casus fcederis had 
arisen, be spoke as follows : " Bands of Portu- 
guese rcbels, armed, equipped and trained in 
Spain, had crossed the Spanish frontier, carrying 
terror and devastation into their own country, 
and proclaiming, sometimes the brother of the 
reigning Sovereign of Portugal, sometimes a Span- 
ish Princess, and sometimes even Ferdinand of 
Spain, as the rigbtful occupaut of the Portuguese 
throne. These rebels crossed the frontiers, not 
at one point  only, but at  several points; for  it 

* Ibid 
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is reniarkable tliat the aggression, on which the 
original application to Great Britain for succour, 
Mas founded, is not the aggression with reference 
to which that application was complied with. 
The attack, announced by the French newspapers, 
was on the North of Portugal, in the province of 
Tras-os-Montes, an oíHcial account of which has 
only been received by His Majesty's government 
this day ; but, on friday, an account was received 
of an invasion in the South of Portugal, and of 
the capture of Villa Viciosa, a town lying on the 
road frora the Southern frontier to Lisbon. This 
new fact established, even more satisfactorily than 
a mere confirination of the attack first complained 
of would have done, the systematic nature of the 
aggression from Spain against Portugal. One 
hostile irruption might have been made by soine 
single corps, escaping from their quarters—by 
some body of stragglers, who might have evaded 
the vigilance of the Spanish Authorities; and 
one such accidental and unconnected act of 
violenee, might not have been conclusive evidence 
of cognizance and design on the part of those 
Authorities. But, when a series of attacks are 
madealong the whole lineof a frontier, it isdiffi- 
cult to deny that such multiplied instances of 
hostility, are evidence of concerted aggression." 

"If a single company of Spaiiish soldiers had 
crossed the frontier, in hostile array, there could 
not, it is presumed, be a doubt, as to the charac- 
ter of that invasion. Shall bodies ofmen, armed, 
clothed,  and regimented by Spain,  carry fire and 
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sword into the bosom of her unoffending neigh- 
bour,and shall it bc pretended that no attack—no 
"invasion has takcn place, because, forsootfa, these 
outrages are coramitled against Portugal, by men 
to wh0111 Portugal had 2:1 ven birth and nurture? 
What petty quibbling would it be, to say, that an 
invasion of Portugal froni Spain was not a Span- 
ish invasion, bccausc Spain did not employ her 
own troops, but hired mcrcenaries to effect her 
purpose? And what difference is, it, except as 
aggravation, that the merccnarics, in this in- 
stance, werc natives of Portugal ?" 

" I have already statcd, and I now repeat, that 
it never has been the wish,  or the pretension, of 

# 

the British Government to interfere in the inter- 
nai concerns of the Portuguesc Nation. Qncs- 
tions of that kind the Portuguese Nation niust 
settle among theinselves. But if we were to 
admitthat bordes of traiterous refugees from Por- 
tugal, wtth Spanish arms; or arms furnished, or 
restored to them by Spanish authorities, in their 
hands, might put off their country for onc pur- 
pose, and put it on again for another—put it off 
for the purposcs of attack, and put it on again 
for the purpose of impunity—if, I say, wc were 
to admit this jugglc, and eithcr pretend to be 
deceivcd by it oursclves, or attempt to deceive 
Portugal into a belief that there was nothing 
like externai attack—nothing of foreign hostility 
in such a maxim of aggression, such pretence and 
attempt wonld perhaps bc only ridiculons and 
contcmptiblc :   if they   did  not acquirc  a much 
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more serious character, from being employed as 
an excuse for infidelity to ancient friendship, and 
as a pretext for getting rid of the positive stipu- 
lationsof treaties."* 

To ali intents and purposcs, the act of aggres- 
sion alluded to, was completely Spanish; as King- 
Ferdinand, if be had so wished, migbt have prc- 
veuted  it, at  the time, witb  as much ease as lie 
subsequently disarmed   and  dispersed  tlie perpe- 
trators, when he  feared the conseqnences  wonkl 
othcrwisc fali heavy on bis own head.    Yet, wliat 
was the   plea advanced by Spain for tbis unwar- 
rantable aggrèssion, and   the subscqucnt   mainte- 
nance of an   army  on the frontiers, evidently for 
a simular   purpose ?    Tbis  Ferdinand  has   never 
dared distinctly to avow.    Tt is, however, implied, 
that be acts from precedent,    Yet, in my opinion, 
it would be difficult to make out a parity of cases, 
cven according to the doctrines of the most stre- 
nuous Legitimates, if he seeks to  imitate the ex- 
ample of Louis XVIII.    We are indeed told that 
the contest between  Spain and  her subjects, was 
introduced at the Congress of Verona, and that, 
without the aid of any otber facts upon this sub- 
ject, than what events   had   rendered sufficiently 
known, France claimed the consent of Europe, 
in the first plaee, and the  common   aid, if even- 
tually necessary, to suppress a revolution, .so direct- 
]y affecting tlie general  objects  of tlie Congress. 

Vide Printed Speech of the 12th of Decembcr, 182G. 
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The French Ministers  insisted that this  contest 
feH  imraediatcly  within the two objccts  of thc 
Congress; viz. the suppression of ali revolutiouary 
and antisocial principies, and the maintenance of 
the general peace of Europe; bnt that botli tliese 
objects were alike cndangcrcd  by the  condition 
of Spain.    That it was a jacobinical revolution, 
and that if a jacobinical revolution had any dis- 
tinctive characters, they were three."   It was fur- 
ther argued "that a revolution is necessarily such, 
when it is effected by a military defection ; when it 
restrains,and consequentlycndangers, the person of 
the King and his family, and when it operates as a 
system of irreligion and spoliation of the Church." 

Such, no doubt were the pleas, and also thc 
maxims on which   they  were founded, urged to 
the Allied Sovereigns as an escuse for the French 
campaign,   then  preparing  against   Spain.      In 
aggravation, it  was   added,  that  His  Catholic 
Majesty had no control over  his soldiers—that 
the restraint ou his  own person was notorious— 
that he was not allowcd to choose his own Minis- 
ters—that he was compelled to sign  warrants  for 
thc  execution,   or  rather murdcr,   of  his  own 
most faithful and zealous  adherents—that he was 
only  nominally the head of his own Kingdoin— 
that the Spanish Princes were  living in a statc of 
daily peril and anxiety for their lives, &c.    In a 
word, it was plcaded that the examplc  of such a 

* Vide Administration of the Affairs of Great Britain, &c. 
for 1823. 

L 2 

83 

The Frendi Ministers  insisted that this  contest 
feH  imraediatcly  within the two objccts  of thc 
Congress; viz. the suppression of ali revolutiouary 
and antisocial principies, and the maintenance of 
the general peace of Europe ; bnt that both these 
objects wcre alike cndangcrcd  by the  condition 
of Spain.    That it was a jacobinical revolution, 
and that if a jacobinical revolution had any dis- 
tinctivc charactcrs, they were three."   It was fur- 
ther argued "that a revolution is necessarily such, 
when it is effectcd by a military defection ; when it 
restrains,and consequentlycndangers, the person of 
the King and his family, and when it operates as a 
system of irreligion and spoliation of the Church." 

Such, no doubt were the pleas, and also thc 
maxims on which   they  were founded, urged to 
the Allied Sovereigns as an escuse for the Frendi 
campaign,   then  preparing  against   Spain.      In 
aggravation, it  was   added,  that  His  Catholic 
Majesty had no control  over  his soldiers—that 
the restraint ou his  own person was notorious— 
that he was not allowcd to choose bis own Minis- 
ters—that he was compclled to sign  warrants  for 
thc  execution,   or  rather murder,   of  his  own 
most faithful and zealous  adhercnts—that he was 
only  nominally the head of his own Kingdoin— 
that the Spanish Princes were living in a statc of 
daily peril and anxiety for their lives, &c.    In a 
word, it was plcaded that the example  of such a 

* Vide Administration of the Affairs of Great Britain, &c. 
for 1823. 

L 2 



84 

revolution might affect the safety of the Frendi 
erown—nay, that it might even extend beyond 
France. On thesc premises, the Iatter claimed 
the rigbt to employ what she called the meaus 
of self-defence. 

Yet, eyen granting, for a moment, tliat ai] these 
pleaswcre true and real, in what way, let me ask, 
can they now be applied to Portugal; or nsed to put 
down a Charter, granted in as legitimate a man- 
ner, as the one bestowed by the Bourbons them- 
selves on the Freneh? There is not the sliçhtest 
affinity between the two cases, [t is, however, 
universally allowed, that the picture of Spain, 
drawn by the Freneh diplomatists, at the Congress 
of Verona, was in most respects untrue, and in 
others, highly exaggerated. It is certainly a 
fact, that the Spanish revolution commenced 
with the defection of the troops; but it lead to 
the reestablishment of a Constitution, previously 
in force; for upwards of three years, and one that 
had been acknowledged by ourselves, and by ali 
the Europcan powers, cxeept France. To it the 
king voluntarily adhered, and, whilst the new 
system was in operation, he was under no other 
restraint than that imposed by law. He had, in 
the outset, besides, another option left him. Why 
did he not assemble the Cortes of the realrn, in 
the forni and manner, he himself had pledged, in 
his decree issued, in the month of May, 1814? 
He had, moreover, sanctioned the principie on 
which that revolution was founded, as well as the 
means   by  which  it was  brought about,   by  his 
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formal  acquiescence  and cooperation, in  ali  its 
acts, for a period of nearly tlirce years. 

The real views and intcntions  of the Frendi, 
in   their   invasion   of  Spain,   are   now,  however, 
better understood than when it comnnenced.   The 
Constitution has been thrown down, and the king" 
at líberty, for nearly the last three years—yet the 
Frendi have not quitted their stronghold.   They 
are still in military possession of Spain, and enjoy 
hcr exclusive  commerce.    And  wliat   has   Spain 
gained by this interference ? Is she more tranquil, 
or, is the-king more at case?   Certainly no.    It 
is a curious fact, at thismoment, to see the Insur- 
gcnts, raising the standard of revolt in Catalonia, 
use precisely the same pretext as the one of which 
the Frendi availed   themselves  for the  invasion 
of Spain, in 1823.    These  Insurgents,  who   cer- 
tainly are  not Constitutionalists,   proclaim, as a 
pica   to   their  acts,  that  their  King and  Royal 
Master does not enjoy bis liberty, and that, eon- 
sequenlly, they  have  united to  free him.    They 
further announce, that lie has authorized th em to 
do this service, on his behalf,  by a   royal  order 
and secret instruetions, in the same manner as lie 
did Curate Merino and Baron deErolles, in 1823, 

when their  respective  divisions wcre acting as a 
vanguard to the Frcnch.     These Insurgents make 
known  to   their   countrymen,   that  the  captive 
monarch   has   commissioned theni   to   assert his 
rights,  and free  him   from his  present bondage. 
How    formidable   these   lnsurgent   bands    have 
already become in Catalonia, and how likely, it is, 
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that thcir examplc will soon be followed in other 
provinces, every mail brings fresh confirmation. 
The three years presence of a French anny bas 
not, therefore, restored tranquillity to Spain, or 
prevented thc inroads of anarehy. Spain, on the 
contrary, is in the situation of a smothcrcd vol- 
cano, rcady to burst forth, with redoubled fnry. 

In the pretext of whtch the Catalonian Insur- 
gents  avail themselvcs, they  certainly are right. 
At no period of his life, except when Buonaparte's 
prisoncr at Valcnçay,   lias   Ferdinand   of   Spain 
enjoyed so little liberty, as at the prcscnt moment, 
ai th o u gh   his   restraint does not  arise out of any 
Constitutional cause; consequently, it is not under 
the   cognizance  of the   French  Bourbons.     He 
dares not perform  the  most trifling act of sovc- 
reignty, without the previous consent of the party 
by %vhom he  is governed, and whom he trcmblcs 
to  disobey,  or  offcnd.    His life was never in so 
mueh danger; for even if he hesitates, or wavers, 
the dagger, or poison, is prepared for him.    And 
is the party by  whom he is thus  overawcd, more 
eligible to the French, than the Constitutionalists 
were, whom they   drove   away ?   If the  question 
were proposed to the French officers, now in gar- 
rison in  Spain,  I  feel confident they would say, 
no.    The ruling party of the day, is composed of 
the monks and friars, with Father Cerilo at their 
head, and at ali times ready to dethrone Ferdinand, 
if he should counteract their wishes.    He is, in 
fact, no other than a  nominal  monarch.    The de 
facto  King  of Spain,   is   his   brothcr   Charles; 
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because the real prime minister of Spain is thc 
wife of tbe latter, and ber adjutant the elder sister 
and Princess Royal of Portugal. To tbe Infante 
Don Carlos, every onc looks up, as tbe future 
Monarcb of Spain, secing Ferdinand without issue 
and unpopular. They find tbe latter deserted by 
ali tbose wbo, in 1823, werc bis most strenuous 
supporters, for to ali bas hc sbewn the most 
marked ingratitude. Tliey have seén tbat every 
minister wbo bas served him faithfully, or become 
tbe instrumcnt of bis follies, in bis turn, bas been 
dismissed, and in many instances, banished. Tbe 
clerical party wbo now in rcality rule Spain, 
besides, bebold tbcir favourite champion, tbe In- 
fante Don Carlos, ready to go ali tbe lengtbs tbey 
could wish. He is moreover, economical and bas 
amassed a large fortune ; whilst tbe elder brotber 
bas scarccly a dollar at bis disposal. Yet it is 
not from tbese restraints tbat tbe Catalonian 
Insurgents seek to free tbeir Lord and Master. 
Tbey wish to remove, far from his person, every 
man of moderate views, and wcre tbey to sueceed, 
tbey would demand a return to tbose days wbich 
werc marked by tbesnprcmacy of tbe Inquisition. 

The sitnation of Spain is, in fact, awfnl, and 
tbe Frencb tbemselves already begin to disclose 
tbe truth. Tbey themselves now ask—what re- 
medy can be applicd ? 

Two are tbe great politicai parties formed in 
Spain, viz: Liberais and Serviles, or Consti- 
tutionalists and Royalists, perfcctly opposed in 
their views, and  only to  bc rceonciled by great 

_j 

87 

because the real prime minister of Spain is thc 
wife of tbe latter, and ber adjutant the elder sister 
and Princess Royal of Portugal. To tbe Infante 
Don Carlos, every onc looks up, as tbe future 
Monarcb of Spain, secing Ferdinand without issue 
and unpopular. They find tbe latter deserted by 
ali tbose wbo, in 1823, werc bis most strenuous 
supporters, for to ali bas hc sbewn the most 
marked ingratitude. Tliey have seén tbat every 
minister wbo bas served him faithfully, or become 
tbe instrumcnt of bis follies, in bis turn, bas been 
dismissed, and in many instances, banished. Tbe 
clerical party wbo now in rcality rule Spain, 
besides, bebold tbcir favourite champion, tbe In- 
fante Don Carlos, ready to go ali tbe lengtbs tbey 
could wish. He is moreover, economical and bas 
amassed a large fortune ; whilst tbe elder brotber 
bas scarccly a dollar at bis disposal. Yet it is 
not from tbese restraints tbat tbe Catalonian 
Insurgents seek to free tbeir Lord and Master. 
Tbey wish to remove, far from his person, every 
man of moderate views, and wcre tbey to sueceed, 
tbey would demand a return to tbose days wbich 
werc marked by tbesnprcmacy of tbe Inquisition. 

The sitnation of Spain is, in fact, awfnl, and 
tbe Frencb tbemselves already begin to disclose 
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and mutual concessions, on tbe part of each.    The 
otlier  parties are  only sub-divisions   of tbe  two 
leading ones, according to the  greater or lesser, 
degree   of fcrvour   wbicb tbey manifest m favour 
of a Representativo, or  Absolute,   Government. * 
Hence, is it, that tbose Royalists are called Apos- 
tolicals, wbo, borne away by a  fanatic zeal and 
anxiousto establish despotism on a solid basis, seek 
to secure tbe snpremacy of tbe Cbnrcb, and even 
restore tbe Inquisition.    In tbe  pursuit of tbeir 
object, tbey go   so far  as to menace tbe rei^nino* 
feoYereign with their powerful  anger, unless  he 
implicitly  acqúiesces  in their wishes; nay, they 
even threaten to depose him, and placc the crown 
on the hcad of his brother.    The denominations 
of Anilhero, Moderate, Mason and Comuncro, are 
applied to the Liberal   party,  according to the 
ideas, more or less democrática], which they may 
entertain of the form of government, best suited 
for their conntry. 

In order, howevcr, to understand correctly the 
nature of these two great parties, it is neccessary 
to present de facto definitions, by noticing how 
their politicai tenets work, when reduced to prae- 
tice. As they now stand, the Constitntionalists 
wish to have the present government destroyed, 
in order that another one may be establishecl, on 
a representative basis; whilst the Royalists snp- 
port the despotic system in force. In examinino- 
the composition, strengtb and opinions of one and 
the other party, it is of little conseqnence whether 
those opposed to King Fcrdinand's government, 

88 

and mutual concessions, on the part of each.   The 
other  parties are  only sub-divisions   of the  two 
leading ones, according to the  greater or lesser, 
degree   of fervour   which they manifest m favour 
of a Representative, or  Absolute,  Government. 
Hence, is it, that those Royalists are called Apos- 
tolicals, who, borne away by a  fanatic  zeal and 
anxiousto establish despotism on a solid basis,seek 
to secure the snpremacy of the Chnrch, and even 
rcstore the Inquisition.    In the  pursuit of their 
object, they go  so far as to menace the rei^nina* 
kovereign with their powerful  anger, unless  lie 
implicitly  acqúiesces  in their wishes; nay, they 
even threaten to depose him, and placc the crown 
on the hcad of his brother.    The denominations 
ofAnilhero, Moderaíe, Mason and Comuncro, are 
applied to the Liberal   party,  according to the 
ideas, more or less democrática!, which they may 
entertain of the forni of government, bcst suited 
for their conntry. 

In order, however, to understand correctly the 
nature of these two great parties, it is neccessary 
to present de facto definitions, by noticing how 
their politicai tenets work, when reduced to prac- 
tice. As they now stand, the Constitntionalists 
wish to have the present government destroyed, 
in order that another one may be established, on 
a representative basis; whilst the Royalists snp- 
port the despotic system in force. In examinino- 
the composition, strength and opinions of one and 
the other party, it is of iittle consequence whether 
those opposed to King Fcrdinand's government, 



89 

wish tlic re-establishment of thc Cadiz Constitu- 
tion,  that  a  foreign  Princc   should   ascend  thc 
throne of Spain, or evcn that a Rcpublican form 
of government should he adopted; in like manner, 
as it is iflattcr of mcre indiffcrencc, if, among thc 
Royalists, there are many who scek the total cx- 
termination  of thc   Liberais,  even   by   firc   and 
sword ;  or that they wish to cail the Infante Don 
Carlos to the throne.    Suffice it to say, that these 
two opposite parties have bcen struggling for the 
ascendaney in Spain, ever since the  year  1812, 
and that cach one  lias alternately had it twice. 

The sevcral reactions and transitions have  not 
been  bloody,   at   lcast, com parati vely spcaking, 
because the king uniformly joined the party coin- 
ing into power; but matters have now gone  so 
far, that the same forbearance, if the antagonists 
again  enter the field  of action, cannot   be ex- 
pected.    That they will again come into contact 
with   each   other, fiom ali present appearances, 
seems inevitable, and  wlien  that moment comes, 
we may expect to see  Spain, from  one  extreme 
to the other, burning  in civil war, and the deci- 
sion left to arms.    There is no other alternativo, 
as matters  stand,  for it  must  soon   be  settled 
whether Spain is to   continue to be an European 
nation, or whether she is to be plunged into a 
state  of   barbariam,  similar to that   of Africa. 
In one  point, however, both  parties are agrecd, 
and this is,   in the   calamitics the nation expe- 
viences, as well as the impoteney  of the govern- 
ment.    Both would gladly put an end to thc inis- 
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fortuncs of tlie people; but, in the mcans by 
which so desirablc an end is to be atíained, it 
is, that their division commences. Sueli is, and 
hasbeen, the cause of the convulsed state of Spain, 
for the last twelve years, and it must continue, to 
the risk and scandal of ali Europe, until a pro- 
per remedy is applied. 

. It is, indeed, undeniable that, if Spain posscss- 
ed any otlier monarch than Ferdinand VII; or 
rather, had she on the throne a wise, discreet, 
dexterous, and spirited Sovcrcign, she might 
still emerge from ber present unhappy situation, 
without passing tfarough ali the horrors of arcvo- 
lution and civil war ; as it would be in the power 
of the ruler gradually to calm the agitated minds 
of the people; allay existingjealousies and fears; 
pour balm into the rankling wounds, and, having 
once establislied a suitable and firm basis, <*radu- 
ally introduce such reforms as are most required. 
This, for example, he might easily liave done, in 
the year 1814, or 1820, without losing his own 
dignity, or clashing- with those of his suhjects, 
who had hitherto lived on abuses and fattened on 
the credulity of the people. He had only (o hold 
out to the industrious and enlightcned classes, 
secure hopes that the puhlic grievances would 
be remedied—he had only to use candour and 
kcep his word. The Cadiz Constitution was no 
obstacle in his way—it would easily Jiave been 
foregone, if an equivalent, or a good substitute, 
had been oífered in its stead. It was not a na- 
tional   work;   although  it had  been generally 
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accepted, not so much froui its intrinsic  merits, 
as  lhe peculiar circúmstances in which the coun- 
try was at  the  time   placed.    Many good, able 
and patriotic  men had, no doubt, contributed to 
its formation j but they were theorists and over- 
shot the mark.    The bases were  good, and the 
ancient Statntes' of the realm  from which they 
were  mainly  derived,   also highly  respectable; 
yct the applications had been too much extended 
for a people like the Spaniards, and  the  details 
were at variance with  their   usages, habits and 
prejudices.    Every   man  who  could  read,   had 
formed his opinion upon the Cadiz Constitution, 
and each respected it only in the light of an   ex- 
periment.    It inight,- thereforc, easily have been 
withdrawn, without the  employment of a mili- 
tary force, or a recurrence to acts which the feel- 
in°- mind cannot contemplate without horror, 

The favourable opportunity was, however, lost, 
and the   fatal  experiencc of twelve   years  has 
taught the Spaniards that the want of talent, sin- 
cerity  and virtue, so  remarkable in King Ferdi- 
nand, as well as  in  the  whole  of the Spanish 
Bourbons, precludes ali possibility of a hope that 
the present differences can terminate by a friendly 
compromise.  Ali kii.ds of negociations are, there- 
forc, considered as unavailable, and the two great 
parties in Spain stand in the attitnde of two hos- 
tile armies, which, having mutually rcconnoitred 
each other's position, are now only waiting for a 
favourable opportunity to commcnce the attack, 
and thus decide, by force, a contest which cannot 
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be Icft to thc umpirage of rcason. Th is is the real 
situation of Spain, and to this has she at Icngth 
becn brought, by ingratitude, impolicy and 
misrule. 

Which of the two parties is  in the  right, ali 
Europe has already prononneed, without approv- 
mg   of its  extremes.    Neither  is it problemati- 
cal to which the soundest part of the community 
belongs.    The  liberal  party,   as  in  Portugal, is 
composed   of  the enlightened   classes;   of  mer- 
chants,   land-owners,   farineis,   and  artisans; in 
short, of those who know   the interests of their 
conntry; those who have no share in  the abuses 
by which it is  devoured, and  are anxious for a 
change of government, in   order to   remove the 
obstacles opposed to the National felicity.   What- 
ever may be the form   of governuient which   this 
party may sueceed in cstablishing, it will be last- 
ing, if its founders  adopt efficacious  measures to 
introduce those  material reforms which thc peo- 
plc require, andeviuce  a spirit  of patriotism and 
disinterestedness.    Their acts  will   be respected, 
as long as they  do   not rush  into   dangerous ex- 
tremes, and their measures will   be supported, íf 
they put an end to anarchy and relieve the people 
from  thc hcavy and arbitrary  burdens   imposed 
upon   thero.      When   firmly established, if they 
appropriate   the   useless   property   belonging  to 
convents and churches,  or  left  in   mortmain, to 
mect   thc  public  demands,   satisfy  the  national 
creditor,   open   roads  and  dig  canais;   if   they 
ciiconragc agriculture,   support trade,   and be- 
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friend the people, thousands of families will be- 
comc intercsted in the stability of the new system, 
and the country will gradually emerge from the 
state of misery and degradation in which it is 
plunged. The liberal institutions wóuld thus be- 
come Consolidated, the object of the change being 
then obtained, by the removal of the great cause 
of universal discontent. 

Amidst ali the transitions through which the 
Spaniards have passed, since the year 1808;  in 
ali their attempts to alter the forni of government, 
there lias not been the slightest indication of a 
jacobinical, or republican spirit.    Nothing indced 
could be more incompatible  with the ideas of 
either the Spanish or Portuguese people, at large. 
This, thcrefore, is a charge, cognizable to the 
Allied Sovereigns, that cannot be brought against 
either of them, since the acts, or wishes, of a few 
individuais, if any  such madmen as jacobins  or 
republicans ever cxisted among them, can néver 
affect the whole.    Besidcs, nations do not rise up 
and contend for empty shadows.    Isolated indi- 
viduais, in theory, uiay prefer one form of govern- 
ment to another; but great masses are moved only 
by intercst, and when they take up arms against 
their rnlers» it is because they see that thosc who 
ought to promote their felicity, are working their 

ruin. 
In order, however to complete the picture, it 

may be proper to add, that the Royalist party is 
chiefly composed of the public functionarics— 
those who live on the miseries of the people ; of 
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a large porfiou  of the nobles, clergy, and the 
lower orders, ruled and tntored by thcir spiritual 
tcachers, and who actually conceive that, by the 
prevalence of frce institutions, they are deprivedof 
their exclusive privilege of going to hcaven, in 
their own way.    Tbis party heartily detest   the 
Liberais, because they have been taught, by their 
superiora, to consider them  in  the cháracter of 
monsters;  and because in the mcans which the 
Liberais present for the rc-cstablishment of the 
nation, the   oppositc  party see elements suited to 
destroy thcir own politicai existence, founded, as 
it has hitberto been, on the abuses which they' 
have been acenstomed to practicc, and the dark- 
ness in which they have kept the pcople.    Not 
seeing any remedy to the evils endurcd by the- 
nation, they cry out; « Death to the Blacks," 
the name by which they designatc the Liberais, 
vrhom they seek to brand with epithets the most 
defamatory, it order that they may be considered 
as the anthors of ali the public calamities.   Their 
horrid howls are repeated, at every moment, per- 
suaded that if the Liberais wcre only once exter- 
minated, they would themselves  then  be able to 
livc in peacc.    Inscnsate men ! even more incon- 
sideratc than the Canadian savages, who, as Mon- 
tesquieu observes, cut down the tree in order to 
obtain the fruit.   They do not reflect that if thcir 
wild and senselcss plans wcre carricd into cífect, 
the most useful part of the nation would disappear,' 
and  the  public   misfortunes  become  materially 
aggravaíed. 
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-  ídcas, so horrible and atrocions, could only be 
the oftspring of a sacerdotal fury, similar to that 
which, in the time of Charles V. led Alphonsus 
Diaz  to   bc   the  murdercr   of his own brotber, 
merely bccause hc was a Protcstant.  A frec pardon 
in  Spain now awaits the  perpetrator of any act 
of viblence against the Liberais, eYCn fratricide,, as 
longas it is performed in support of the throne.* 
Tlicsc are the doctrines openly preached.from the 
pnlpit and confessional, under the prcsent guar- 
dianship  of the Frendi.     Thoughtless mcn ! to 
secure their own tyrannical and dcbased dòminion, 
this same class of politicai fanatics, in othcr times, 
drove the Moors  and Jews from their country, 
thus  lcaving-  an   irreparable   void   in the   popu- 
lation, useful arts, and industry of Spain.   Having 
gained  this  triumph,  they   ncxt  established  the 
Inquisition, in order to havc full scopc for the per- 
secution of those wh o did not submit to their own 
crced.    And, after ali—what  have  they hitherto 
gained ? Notwithstanding the rigourous and cruel 
nieasures which they  have  pursued,  for the last 
three years,  they  are  again threatcned with the 
loss  of ali "the   fruits   of their labours  and   in- 
quietude.    They tbemselves begin  to think that 
their reign is approaching to an end. 

In thus dnly appreciating the natureand views 

* Diciie Pontífices, itbi fratri occiderc fratrem 
Pcrmissum?  Quis vos spirííus exagitai ? 
Proh scclus horrendum ! Chmetí, me teste, cavetc! 
Nam scelcrutn artífices Roma j>rofana colit. 
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of the two parties now prevailing in Spain, it may 
easily be deduced that, as the component elements 
are so discordant, and the motives of enmity and 
variance constantlyon the increase,a eircumstanee 
incvitable, as long as tlie present form of govern- 
nient lasts^ the country cannot fail  to  be kept in 
a pcrmanent state of agitation and alarm, more or 
less visible, the consequence of which must, in tlie 
end, be a   civil war.    The apparently  apathized 
manner in which tlie Spanish people have endured 
the  existing   government, Tor  more   than   three 
years, cannot be taken as aguarantee for the per- 
manency of tranquillity, because it must be re- 
membered that nations have to endure areat difii- 
culties, and consequently lose  much time, before 
they are enabled to   throw   dowu  an  cstablished 
government   which,   being   in   possession   of tlie 
arnied force and the   public  Treasury, opprcsses 
the nation, without íneeting any othcr than  indi- 
vidual resistance, until   a   favourable opportunity 
presents  itself,  or   the   cup  of public  misery   is 
filled up.     The Spaniards endured the tyranny of 
Ferdinand VII, from the year 1814 to  1820, and 
ali the efforts made  in   that   interval,  to  reesta- 
blish the Cortes, wcre fruitlcss.    The bravest men, 
such as Porlier and Lacy, lost their lives on the 
scaftold.     Ali  these events, nevertheless,  served 
to   condense   the  general   opinion,   and   accele- 
rate the moment of explosion.    Riego, as success- 
ful at the commencement of his career, as he was 
in the end   unfortunate, with only   a  handful   of 
men, became apoijit cTappui, and aflordedthe na- 
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tion an opportunity to rise up against tyranny. 
The same must again happen. Attemps may for 
the inomcnt fail ; but they will bc repeated, and 
eventtially they must succeed. Who can then 
conimand the teinpest to cease ? Thi.s cannot be 
done by 15000 Frenchmen, shut up in Cadiz and 
Barcelona. 

Under such circumstanccs, as these, how then can 
any thing Hke peace and  harmony  be expected 
froin Spain,   whilst such a monstrous   party exists 
and overawcs the very Sovereign ?    A Constitu- 
tional Charter, raising its proud crest in Portugal, 
by the Apostolieals is considered  to their interests 
more   dangcrons,   from   its   example,   than    was 
Rie£o's column,   when it advanced into the in- 
terior from La Islã, in 1820.    As a point d'appui, 
it   is   infínitely more   alarming to   them.    They 
consider it almost as the signal for that dreadful 
contest wbich, they know, awaits them.    Hence, 
was it, that they sounded afarthe tocsin of alarm, 
and concentrated ali their forces.    Responsive to 
to their call, we  immedlately beheld  the Portu- 
guese rebels enter Portugal, on two points, and a 
formidable Spanish   army assemblc   on the fron- 
tiers.    Yet shall   Portugal  recede, because Fer- 
dinand   of   Spain   and   bis   Apostolieals   prefer 
chains to freedom ?    The bare idea fills one witb 
horror. 

>      In   sending   forward the    Portuguese    rebels, 
equipped    and instrueted on   his   own  territory, 
and   as a  kind of van-guard to  his own   army, 
Ferdtnand  of   Spain   commenced    a    campaign 
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against the adherents to the Charter  of Portugal, 
similar to   the one which   Áustria  undertook in 
1821, against the  Neopolitan Constitutionalists; 
and of the same class as that which, in 1823, the 
Duke d'Angouleme commanded against the Span- 
ish  Liberais.    The object, as already shewn, was 
the samej  although   the means   employed varied 
in^their form and   nature.    In the  pretext, how- 
ever, there was an essential difference, as the most 
strenuous Legitimates will readily allow.    At the 
time it was alledged, by the French and Austrians, 
that the   Spaniards  and  Neopolitans  had com- 
mitted the unpardonable crime   of enacting Con- 
stitutions   for   themselves, without   the   previous 
grant and concurrence of their respective Sover- 
eigns;  consequently, they were   to  be   punished 
and their acts disavowed.     This objection,  how- 
ever, cannot be applied to the Portuguese  Char- 
ter, which, our  late lamented Premiei*   acknow- 
ledged "was unquestioned   in   its origin   and   ad- 
mitted, on  ali  hands, to have proceeded from a 
legitimate   Source—a   consideration  which   had 
mainly reconciled   Continental  Europe to its es- 
tablishment/' 

Why then shall Spain be allowed to avail her- 
self of a pretext, not authorized, jn theory or 
practice, by the maxims agreed upon for the pre- 
servation of European peace, by the assembled 
Sovereigns, at the close of a long and moment- 
ous war, which followed the French revolution ; or 
why is King Ferdinand now to carry on a masked 
war   against   institutions,    to  the   establishment 
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of wliich  " Continental Europe is already rccon- 
ciled ?"    Why shall  he be allowed to  cast down 
an  edifice,  raised bv   thc   hand   of a   Sovereign, 
equally as independent, and infinitely more power- 
ful   and liberal   than bimsclf, mercly because be 
drcads  lest its brilliancy  may, in  tbe  coursc   of 
time, reflect some divergent rays of ligbt among 
bis own benigbted people, wliom be has an inter- 
est in keeping in tbe dark ?    Wby is tbe   happi- 
ness and good  goverament  of one  nation  to be 
prevented, because tbe Sovereign of a neighbour- 
ing  State prefers debasemcnt and degradation ? 
Why shall   Portugal   be impeded  in  tbe   career 
of regeneration, because Prince Mettemich, and 
tliose of the old school, tremble at tbe example? 
Tbe ali Md Sovereigns  agreed to discourage   ali 
acts of violent revolution, and  to repress thern, 
when   tbey   assumed   a   cbaracter,   alarming    to 
tbemsclves.    Yet, is the peaceable and legitimate 
means pursued by Portugal, to promote ber  own 
prosperity, now  to be interpreted into a  ebarge 
of crime and violence ?   Thc idea is preposterous— 
nay monstrous, in itself. 

In tbe montb of January, 1823, at the open- 
ing of tbe Session of the Frencb Chambers, 
Louis XVIII, declared, from bis tbrone, "that bis 
only object in sending an army into Spain, was, 
to conquer a peacc3 wbich the existing state of 
the country rendered impossible." He then 
addcd ; <f Let Ferdinand VII, be frec to give a 
Constitution to bis people, whicli tbey can only 
obtain   from bim, and  whicb, in   assuring  their 
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repose, wi!l dissipate the uneasiness of France." 
What, let me ask, were the conclusions thc Span- 
iards were then warranted  in   drawing, froin  a 
declaration of so  pointed a character, madc by 
a Sovereig-n  who had himself bestowed  a Char- 
ter on his  own   people?    They certainly  had   a 
right to expect that a similar Charter, or a good 
substitute, would   be equally   granted  to  them, 
more particularly, when they heard the  Duke d' 
Àngoulcme's declarations madc at Andujar.   Yet, 
after a lapse of three  years, nothing  of ali   this 
Las been  done !     The occupation  of Spain, by 
the Frendi, has not   been  followed  by  a single 
measure  that, according to  their own   doctrines 
and   principies, could  restore peace, and   render 
their presence no longer necessary.    By their in- 
vasion and occupation of Spain, they have how- 
cver prepared and  condensed  elements, infinitely 
more dangerous   than   those they professed to re- 
move,    Had  they redeemed the pledge, held out 
by their own Sovereign ;  had they   followed   the 
wishes of the Duke   d^Angouleme, asannounced 
at Andujar; had they  offered   a modified Consti- 
tution,  or had they caused a new Charter   to   be 
tendcred ; had they proceeded on any   other piau 
than that of arming the base  and  fanatical part 
of the population, against the sound and enlight- 
enedclassc9; had they not suftered vengeancc to 
be inflicted, uncler the most horrid fonns ; had 
they not commenced   with an attempt to convert 
rcligion  into an engine  of oppression;  had   they 
notplunged Spain into a state of thc most alartn- 
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ing anarchy and civil war; or had they, in short, 
offered any othcr tcrms tlian tbose of base sub- 
mission, they nright bavc saved tbe country from 
ali tbe anarchy that lias since ensued. 

Leaving tbe Frcnch, however, to enjoy tbe 
whole of tbeiv triumph, as regards Spain, I shall 
next proceed to rcmark tbat, according to tbe 
declarations made by ministers to Parliamcnt and 
tbe country, as well as tbe ready supply of mili- 
tary aid, it appears very clear, that G-reat Britain 
is determincd that tbe samc scenes which oceurred 
in Spain, in 1823, shall not now be repeated in 
Portugal. <fWe go thithcr/' said our departed 
Premier, " in tbe disebarge of a sacred obligation, 
contracted under ancient and modem Treattes. 
Wben theré, nothing shall be done by us to en- 
force tbe establishment of tbe Constitntion ; but 
we inust take carc that nothing shall be done by 
otherS; to prevent it from beingfairly carried into 
effcet." Tbis is ali Portugal conld expect—more 
the warmest friends of that country could not dc- 
sire; yet, if instead of externai force tbe enemies 
of tbe Charter now resort to plots and intrigues ; 
if they employ bribery and seduetion, to gain over 
partisans, and if they publicly receive tbe coun- 
tenance and support of tbe diplomatic agents of 
other powers, can it be called a fair trial of the 
Charter? It lias been expressly acknowledged 
that tbis Charter, * in its outset, was sanctioned 
by the glad and grateful acclamations of tbosc 
who are destined to live under it," and that to 
us, Englishmen, it was recommended by the ready 
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acceptanee which it met with froni ali orders of 
the Portuguese people."* Has it, th eu, since becn 
found defeetive, of, are the people tired of it? 
Most assuredly no. 

Unfortunately, it is very generally believed, in 
Portugal, that we are opposed to the triumph of 
the Constitutioxial Charter, and that, although we 
are prepared to repel an open aggression, we are 
indifferent as to the secret means by which Spain 
and her supporters attempt to  gain their ends. 
Hence, is it, that the friends of the Charter are dis- 
heartened, more   particularly when   they remem- 
ber the past.   The liberal and enlightened Portu- 
guese, those who have been persecuted for the last 
four years, uncertain as to the issue of the present 
trial, remain  shut   up in their houses.    The con- 
sequence is, an apparent apathy, or rather a dread 
of those powerful  intrigues by  which  the new 
institutions are bcsct.   Thus, is it, that the largest 
portion  of the nobles and   clergy  haye  been en- 
couraged in their opposition.    Many of the Por- 
tuguese aristocracy,  however, are  fully  sensible 
that, like those of England, they must be eontent 
to partake fully with the people, in the blessings 
which flow from a well understood liberty.    Yet 
even  granting that ali  the  nobles were opposed 
to the Constitutional Charter, and that any single 
one of them should be so, is matter of astonish- 
ment, when  the  consideration   they thereby re- 

* Vide Mr. Cannmg's Specch of the 12th of Deccmbcr. 
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ceive,  is  remembered j let me ask,  is  the whole 
population of Portugal and  her Dependancies to 
be sacrificed, and   Spain  and  her   supporters ai- 
lowcd to triumph, merely to please the whims and 
grovelling predilections of the privileged ordcrs? 

Previous to the accession of King John VI, the 
total  numbcr  of titled nobles, in   Portugal, was 
fifty-nine;   viz:   two   Dukes;  twenty-two   Mar- 
quesses, thirty-four  Counts,   and   one   Visconnt. 
Within the thirty-four   years of his reign, exclu- 
sive of those who died in that period, there were 
created, one Duke, twelve Marquesses, forty-two 
Counts, forty Viscounts and twenty-seven Barons; 
total   one  hundred and twenty-two.     The   pre- 
sent titles  consequently are, three Dukes, thirty- 
four Marquesses, seveuty-six Viscounts, forty-one 
Counts and twenty-seven Barons ;  making, in ali, 
one  hundred and cighty-one titled nobles,   Sup- 
posing that to this number as many more of the 
higher clergy are added; the total of those who, 
from interest and education, might be considered 
as opposed to the Constitution, would not then be 
more than  three  hundred and  sixty-two.     A.nd, 
for the mere gratification of so small a number of 
persons,  is a population  of three  millions to be 
sacrificed.,  and  hcld  in  a state   of debasement?* 
Where is the ancient spirit of the Portuguese no- 
bility fled ? Where are the proud names by whieh, 
in   former  times,  their monarchy  was   adorned ? 
If,   however,   they   are   insensible  to   shame;   if 
honour,  in their eyes,   is  no other than an empty 
name, will   not the cxample  of a young prince, 
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born among thcm, and now covcring himsclf wilh 
glory in thc New World, rouse them frora tbc le- 
thargy in which theyarc sunk, and stimulate them 
on to noblerdeeds? Sball it be even said that 
the Brazilian nobility surpass them, in knowledge, 
liberality and patriotism ? The nobility of Brazil 
are not surroundcd with less splendor, on account 
of their reeent crcation, and they havc besides thc 
advantages of personal merit, in their favour. 
They are grateful, and moreover know their real 
interests; consequently, they will become the 
firmest pillars of a Constitutional throne. And, 
will thc hereditary nobles of Portugal, bear the 
stigma of bcing the first to rivet the chains, and 
dash the cup of happiness frora the lips of their 
panting countrymen ? If this is the case, well 
núght the prophetic poet and patriot, the inimi- 
table Camoens, in bis days, say of them. 

. . . viciosos successòres, 
Que degenenío, certo, e se dcsvifto 
Do lustre e do valor de seus passados, 
Em gostos e vaidades atolados. 
Aqucllcs Pais illustres que já deráo 
Principio á geração que delles pende, 
Pela virtude muito cntíío fizcrlío, 
E por deixar a casa que descende. 
Cegos ! Que dos trabalhos que tiver;ío, 
Sc alta fama, c rumor delles se estende, 
Escuros dcixíío sempre seus menores, 
Com lhes deixar descansos corruptores. 

Cant. 8, Eslan. 40. 

If the Portuguese clergy, wh o ought to be the 
best  informed  members of thc community, and 
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whose holy duties ought to make th em abstain 
from encouraging civil fcuds and fanning thc 
embers of discord, continue to use their charactcr 
and influence to keep their countrymcn in bondagc, 
will not ali the worid pronouncc thosc motives 
for their conduet to be true, which the national 
Seer once attributed to them ? 

Só por poder com torpes exercícios 
Usar mais largamente de seus vicios. 

Cant. 7- Es tau. 84. 

No one was more sensible of the necessity of 
granting to Portugal a Constitutíonal Charter, as 
a means to satisfy ali parties, restore tranquillity, 
and promote the prosperity of the realni, than 
the late King John VI. He also considered this 
as an act of justice, due to the nation. As early 
as the 18th of Jnne, 1823, that is, eighteen days 
after the popular Constitution had been put down, 
the King issued his royal decree, creating a Junta, 
or Commission, composed of some of the most 
distinguished men in the country, among whom 
was the Marquess de Palmella, "in order to pre- 
pare the Project of a Charter of Fundamental 
Law, conformable to the ancient usages, opinions 
and habits of the nation, and regulated by the 
souudest principies of public law, on which the 
Monarchy, puré and independent, was established 
and moderated by wise and just statutes." &c. 

Counsellor Abrantes, in his spiritcd Answer to 
the noted Manifesto, circulated in 1825, against 
the British, and, at the time generally understood 
to be the work of Pamplona, known as Count de 
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Subscrra, a papcr whicli certainly cannot be rcad 
without sensations of tningled horror and disgust, 
distinctly says, K' that the Marqncss de Palmella 
ahvays counselled the King to grant a Constitn- 
tional Charter to his people ; and not being able to 
obtain his end, be pointed out tlie ncccssity of at 
least convening the ancient Cortes, under such mo- 
difications as the progress of intellectual improye- 
mcnts, and the diversitv of times and circum- 
stances required. Both the King promised ; but, 
to the one and the otbcr pledge was he wanting, 
because the Count de Subserra,, a faithful servant 
of Ferdinand VII. so advised hini." 

In justice to the Noble Marquess, it must be 
acknowledged, that lie lias always been favorable 
to the adoption of a liberal systeui, in Portugal, 
and no one has laboured, with greater activity 
and more sinccrity, to introduce a new order 
of things, than himself, Less, indeed, could not 
be expected from the talents and experience of 
that able diplomatist. He was, nevertheless, sen- 
sible that the new institutions, in order to be 
unobjectionable and lasting, must be clerived from 
a legitimate source, and congenial to the wants 
and wishes of the people for whom they are 
framed. No one could be better awarc, that the 
structurc and symmetry of tlie politicai edifice, 
must be proportioned in ali its parts, and raised 
with an extremely careful hand. As a reflectino* 
man; he must have dreadcd suddcn changes j yet, 
with a good basis laid and a firm and sincere 
cooperation on the part of the Sovereign, he must 
have been equally as coníident of success, as many 
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others of his enlightened countrymen were.    He I 
knows his country well, and was fully convinced I 
that areai  sacrifices  were to   be made of ancient I 
prcjudices and exclusive privileges,  in  favour of I 
national prosperity and tlic temper of the times ; I 
yet, lie never, for a moment, imagined the task to I 
be insurmountable.    Having, with his own eyes, I 
observed the progress of society and good govern- I 
ment in ncarly ali the capitais of Enrope, he uiust I 
have   deplored that  preposterous  union   of civil I 
with ecclesiastical  authority, so long prevalent in I 
the Peninsula—that union  which armed the mi- I 
nisters of the altar, and empowered thein to en- ^        I 
force their precepts by an appeal to a penal 
code, the most unjust and cruel that was ever 
invcnted. He had, however, the satisfaction to 
reflect that, in Portugal, the fatal eíFects of this 
debased system had been gradually diminished, 
and he must have had a confident assurance that 
the remaining abuses, in the course of time, would 
be rooted out, under a vise, firm and enlightened 1 
administration. The Marqness de Palmella, in 
short, must have had a moral certainty that a 
change would be acceptable to the people, as wrell 
as productive of good to the conntry, and that 
the excellence of laws is to be known by the 
beneficiai eífects they produce on those for whom 
they are enacted. 

His anxious and energctic labours, unfortu- 
nately, were not then crowned with succcss ; yet, 
their object will be duly appreciated in a country 
likc our owu, that mainly owes its prosperity and 
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happiness, to that well regulated degree of civil 
and religious liberty, which its inhabitants enjoy. 
Such strenuous efforts, also, resulting from that 
best of ali motives, conviction, seconded by thc 
warmest wishes for the glory and welfare of bis 
country, inducc a full and firm belief, that the 
Noble Marquess will not relax in his endeavours, 
now that so favorable an opportunity presents 
itself to carry the grand work of regeneration into 
effect, and that he will again be forcmost to aid, 
by his talents and advice, to dispel that gloom in 
which thc Portuguese nation has been so long 
enveloped. 

Contrary to the solemn pledge given by King 
John VI, in opposition indced to his own wishes 
and the interests and expectations of his people, 
he dissolved the Commission which he himself had 
appointed, by virtue of his own decree of the 
I8th of JunCj 1823, for the purpose of "framing a 
projeet of Fundamental Law for the Portuguese 
Mouarchy, which important labour" he at the 
samc time dcclared, "had been completed much 
to his own satisfaction and csteem, and as he 
had always hoped from the wisdom, zeal and dis- 
cretion of the members thereof/'* On the pre- 
vious day, that is,, the 4th of June, 1S24. King 
John VI. issued Letters Patent, declaring that thc 
ancient,   true and only Constitution of the  Portu- 

* Vide Royal Decree of the 5th of June, 1824, Declaring- 
the Junta, created by Decree of the 18th of June, 1823, to 
be dissolved. 
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guese Monarehy, should be restored, and order- 
ing that the Three Estates of the Realm should 
be called to Cortes. 

In this document, which will always stand as a 
monument of the good wishes of the late King, in 
the saoie manner as the non-fulfilment of the pro- 
visions it contained, will ever be quoted as a proof 
of his weakuess, as  well as of the dehased state 
in which the governmentof Portugal was, at the 
time, sunk, the monarch avows that, u Having, in 
his previous decree (18lh   of June,) manifested 
his   intention   that the Charter of Fundamental 
Law   should   be    accommodated    to   the   forni 
of  the  Representative   governments   established 
in Europe, as wcll as   to the  mutual relations of 
the diíFerent parts of the  Portuguese Monarchy, 
he meantthattherecould not fail to be a National 
Representation,   yet  it was to  be  in harmony 
with the principies previously laid down."    The 
monarch  then  proceeds to say  that,   " Having, 
with deep and mature reflection,  meditated on an 
affair of such great moment, and observing   also 
that the above are the principies which foruied 
the ancient   Constitution   of Portugal, in which 
was found the  most wonderful  concert and the 
most wise combination ; the experience of so many 
ages having  proved the incalculable advantages 
which therefrom resulted to the Portuguese   Na- 
tion;    Finally, reflecting that, according to  the 
maxims   of the  most experienced  politicians, no 
form of government  can be   useful  to  a nation, 
that  is not strictly conformable to its character. 
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cducation and ancient usages; and that it will 
cver bc extremely dangerous, as well as almost 
always impractieable, to attempt to introduce 
any other system, or to wish to reduce toa gene- 
ral custom the particular habits and usages of a 
nation, he was of opinion that it was not expe- 
dient to demolish the noble and respectable 
Edifice of tbe ancient politicai Constitution, 
founded on wise and writte® laws and traditions, 
and which is besides sanctioned by the oath 
which ali tlieSovcreigns of these realms took, and 
which I myself took, to maintain the Rights and 
privileges of the Nation." &c. 

The Kinggoes on to say  that, «As by  conve- 
ning the ancient Cortes and  maintaining the an- 
cient Constitution, it was evident that the ancient 
habits, opinions   and   usages  of the  Portuguese 
Nation would be preservedj that the Majesty and 
Grandeur   of the  Throne   would   remain   unim- 
paired, in ali its rights; that in   the same Cortes 
there existed a truly National  Representation, in 
which the People are represented by their attor- 
nies; the Clergy and Nobility, by those of their 
own Menibers, entitled therein to vote, and finally, 
that it would promote the public felicity, not by 
new,  uneertain   and  dangerous   forms;   nor   by 
means, precipitate and destruetive, which easily , 
lead to the most fatal subversion, as experience 

•lias nnfortunately shewn us; but by roadsalready 
known and trodden, and  by progressive improve- 
ments in the  administration   of the   State."    He 
theuadds;    «It  being also  visible that  as  the 
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Portuguese rose   to  so   higii a rank   among  the 
other nations of the earth, were great, respected 
and prosperous uuder their aneient politicai Con- 
stitution,  by  its  entire   restoration   I  shall   now 
undoubtedly seal the glory with wlúch I covered 
myself, by   crushing the   revolutionary   monster, 
and thus amply redeem my Royal Promise whicli, 
through the effect of my  generous  love towards 
my faithful subjects, I was   pleased   to   make  to 
them, when I pledged to promote their happiness 
by a good Fundamental Law;  and l   am   besides 
convinced by the general   opinion  manifested   in 
so many modes,  on the  occasion of my  late   res- 
toration to ali  the rights of Sovereignty, that no 
other means can be  so  satisfactory  and  suit my 
people so well, as the onc above-mentioned, sinee 
under  its   auspices  these   realms,  once   became 
alike respected, happy and  prosperous.   Where- 
fore, having duly weighed these and other judiei- 
ous reasons., submitted to me with so much judg- 
ment and inaturity by the Junta,   and also having 
before me the  opinions presented to   me,   on this 
important object,  of many persons  fearing God, 
faithful in my service,  and zealous for the welfare 
of  these  my   realms,   &c.    And   having further 
heard my Council of State, I have thought proper 
to decreethe aneient Politicai Constitution to be 
in full force and vigour, and  that the Three Es- 
tatesof the realm shall  be called to Cortes." &c. 

After such a deelaration as the above, proceed- 
ing from the sovereign on the throne, founded on 
a just sense   of the   expedieney   of the   measure 
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proposed, and supported hy the  advicc  of the 
Council of State, and the concurrent opinions of 
a Board,specially appointed, as wcll as í( of many 
persons fearing God, faithful in the scrvice of the 
king*,  and zealous for  the  welfare of the rcalm/' 
shall   it be  said, My Lord, that  a  representativo 
systeni is  not lawful   and necessary in  Portugal; 
that the people  are not prepared for institutions 
of a free and liberal   character, or  that the tran- 
quillity and prosperity of the country can  other- 
wise be  promoted ?    The idea would  be prepos- 
terous,  after  the experience we have  had, since 
the year 1820.    King John VI, as already sliewn, 
attempted  the   plan of granting   a   Charter, and 
next of restoring the ancient Constitution of the 
realm ; but both times his views were defeated, 
by the intrigues  and   machinations  of the   Pam- 
plona ministry, and the  foreign ageney by which 
it was supported. No one, interested in the affairs 
of Portugal,  can read, without feelings of indig- 
nation,   the developrnent of these intrigues  and 
machinations as recorded by Counsellor Abrantes, 
in his Answer to the Pamplona Manifesto ; in like 
manner as  no Englishman   can fail to express his 
hearty acknowledgments, for the able and spirited 
defence for  which they were indebted to the pen 
of that distinguished  patriot,  voluntarily under- 
taken, at a criticai moment when one of the most 
liorrid plots that ever entered the head of a hnman 
being, was  organizing  against  the   British  resi- 
dents in Portugal.   Pamplona was the known and 
avowed agent of the Frendi, and although I feel 
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bearty ackuowledgments, for the able and spirited 
defence for  which they were indebted to the pen 
of that distinguished  patriot,  voluntarily under- 
taken, at a criticai moment when one of the most 
liorrid plots that ever entered the hcad of a hnman 
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disposed to acquit tliem of any direct partici- 
pation in bis horrid scheme, to destroy Brilish 
ascendancy in Portugal, tbere are too many public 
proofs on record, as well as too many witnesses 
now living, to deny the fact that Frendi agents, 
aided by those of Feidinand Vil. mainly pre- 
vented   King   John's   wishes   from   being tben 

realized. 
In justice to tbc   late Monarch of Portugal, it 

must be acknowledged, that be took the oath to 
the Constitution, in 1822, with the best good will, 
and  when  the   ceremony   was   over,   he  turned 
vound to  the corps diplomatique, and, in a loud 
and energctic manner, said to them : " Tell your 
Sovereigns that I have taken the oath to the Con- 
stitution, enacted by the General and Extraor- 
dinary Cortes of my Nation, freely, willingly and 
witb ali my heart."   When the Marquess de Loulé 
was  assassinated   in  the  Palace   of Salvatierra, 
the King said, in the presencc of ali bis servants; 
" If the Cortes existed, I am certain that an assas- 
sination so horrid, would never bave been com- 
mitted within the palace, and near my own apart- 
ments."    Often,  has he bcen heard  to declare, 
that he never slept so sonndly as during the time 
of the Cortes, and that he was never treated with 
so much respect and consideration by bis ministers, 
as tben.    No man, in fact, was ever  more to be 
pitied  than King John VI, during the few last 
years of his life. 

From the time the Constitution of the Cortes 
fcll, in 1823, he was the unccasing victim of his 
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õwn natural timidity, as wéll  ás of the delusions 
practised upon him.   As part of a concerted plan, 
every courtier and parasite who entered the pa- 
lace, told  the  monarch of some new conspiracy 
in progress, of which he had heard ; or some new 
-tcndency to republican principies, which he had 
noticed  among  the   people.    One told  him that 
heretical books were pouring in from France and 
England, and a second that soon the boasted re- 
ligion   of the country would  be at an  end.    A 
tbird assured him  that the French Jacobins and 
Buonapartists v/ished to make Portugal a theatre 
for their designs against the  Bourbons;   whilst 
the English radicais were maturing plots in Lis- 
bon   which were intended  to  operate   in  Lon- 
don.    He was always fearful of calling down the 
anger of France.    He never forgot the advance 
of Junofs army, which caused him to embark 
for Brazil, and his designing courtiers took care 
constantly to remind him of those emphatic words, 
used by King Ferdinand  in  his memorable Pro- 
elamation, issued at Port St. Mary's, on  the lst 
of October,  1823, immcdiately after his release 
from Cadiz, as he called it ; « France, in a few 
inonths, lias triumphed over ali tlie rebels of the 
world, collected for the misery of Spain, upon 
her classic soil of fidelity and Ioyalty." 

Sometimes a nobleman, ont of breath and co- 
vered with dust, would dismount at the palace 
gate, and hasten to the King's apartnients, to tell 
him of some seditious cry his own confidential 
servants  had  heard;   or some  dangerous  book, 
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privately printing, which bis confessor had de- 
nounced to him. These insidious and precon- 
certed reporls were confirmed by anolher zealous 
and devoied courtier, and tben considered as true 
by the weak and deluded monarch, who was care- 
fully debarred from ali means of ascertaining tbc 
truth, or knowing what was really passing in 
public If he shewed the least disposition to 
relent, or any expression, in the liberal sense, was 
Iieard from bis lips, a new .conspiracy was played 
offupon hiin, and if Lisbon was too near for the 
theatre of the intended explosion, it was very 
conveniently transferred to Oporto, at the very 
name of which the good monarch had been taught 
to tremble. Thus was he continually tortured 
by those who had access to his person. 

In ali this, however, the king was not altogether 
deceived. Although not possessed of the advan- 
tages of a good education, his mind was naturally 
strong, his perception quick and his judgment 
discerning. He was fond of his country, and 
hence was the known bumanity of his heart so 
easily and frequently abused. The natural good- 
ness of his character was perverted by those who 
were continually preying on bis feelings3agitating 
his nerves, and rousing his fears. He had studi- 
ously been taught to remember, with sensations of 
terror., the monstrous phenomena of the French 
revolution, which brought the unhappy Louis 
and thousands of other illustrious victims to the 
block. That modem example of excesses and 
crimes, caused  by party  animosities and the po- 
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pular projects of reform, were continoally placed 
before bis eyes, and made to interrupt bis peaceful 
slumbers. When the aflairs of eithcr Spain, or 
bis own country, in his presence were discussed, 
he heard nothing but topics of alarm from bis 
advisers, whilst those foreign diplomatists wh o ap- 
proached hisperson,and bad animmediate interest 
in faitbfully serving their employers, told bim tbat 
he must adbere to the Continental system, which 
held ali revolutions and cbanges in utter abhor- 
rence. His own domestic calamities also preyed on 
his spirits, and unmanned bis mind. From Jiinc, 
1823, np to the bour of bis deatb, he actually stood 
alone, without a confidential friend, or one with 
whom he had the courage to unbosom himself, on 
many matters tbat weighed beavy on his mind. 
He seemed to follow the current by which he was 
dragged on, sensible of bis danger, yet divested 
of courage to extrieate himself from it. He had 
tried the experiment twice, as he thought with 
the best support; but, baving failed, liis spirits 
were sunk too low to make the third attempt. 

With ali this evidence before bim of the real 
wishes of his late Father, as well as a perfect 
knowledge of the wants of his country, could the 
just and magnanimous Peter do less than grant a 
Constitutional Charter to Portugal ? I think, My 
Lord^ that no Englishman wonld feel disposed 
to aecnse him of levity. If this tlien is the real 
state of the case,, is it not his interest and his duty 
to supportthe Charter which he lias so granted— 
nay, is it not the interest and true  policy  of his 
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allies also to  second  bis  endeavours?    If, it  is 
an acknowledged fact that, " from the Accession 
of thc Ilouse of Braganza to the Throne of Por- 
tugal, that Monarchy has not  ceased to he nur- 
tuted by the friendship of Great Britain," is not 
this  the   best possible   opportunity  of   evincing 
the sincerity of  that   friendship,   and   proving 
to   our  allies tliat.it is   still    both   unimpaired 
and   undiminished?     Some of my   readers may 
perhaps, turn  round  upon me and  ask;   What 
are we to make  war in support of the  liberal 
institutionsof Portugal? Ianswer—no.  My wish, 
is, that the causes of ali   war, in which we could 
ever be implicated, should be removed, or count- . 
eracted.    Ialways wished that this  should  have 
been   done, in   1814, but, I   still  think, it   can 
be   done   now,   if   time  is   only   taken   by   the 
forelock. 

From the premises herein   established, it will, 
I   conceivc, hc readily allowed, that no perma- 
nent tranquillity  can   be expected in   Portugal, 
unless the  present Charter  is upheld; and  that 
after the Portuguese themselves,  as a nation,  we 
are the next who have an   immediate interest in 
its permanent triumph.   We are, therefore, called 
upon to inquire whence any danger to the Portu- 
guese Charter may be apprehended, and this point 
being ascertained, it follows that we are bound, 
by honour and interest,   to use  ali   our  eíforts— 
ali our good  offices, and  ali our moral  influence 
to avert that danger, and prcvent it from becom- 
ing fatal to the future tranquillity and prosperity 
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of our old   allies,   or  cndangering   their  inde- 
pendence. 

If we can believe the puhlic professions  of the 
French, they have no wish to see the Portuguese 
Charter overturned, at least, they instantly wfth- 
drew their envoy from Madrid, and higbly blamcd 
Ferdinandof Spain for hisunjust conduct towards 
Portugal.     This   conduct was   equally  blamed 
by ali the olher   allied powers.    The   Minister 
of Foreign affairs, during the last tem**, declared 
to  the  French Chamber   of Peers,  as  follows, 
" Sa loyauté (la France) et sa dignité ne sauraient 
lui permettre de soutenir des actes injustes et pas- 
sionnes, qui rCont eu liem qu'au mepris des conseils 
qu'elle avait donnes et des proviesses quelle avait 
recues." 

Our late Premiei-, in his Speech above referred 
to, also declared that the "French Chargé d' 
Affai.es had signified to His Catholic Majesty, 
that Spain was not to look for any support from 
France against the consequence of her aggression 
upon Portugal," adding, that, « as to the°sincerity 
and good faith of the exertions made by the 
government of France, to press Spain to the exe- 
cution of her cngagements, he had not the shadow 
of a doubt." 

It is, therefore, clear, that the only enemy to 
the Portuguese Charter, who lias hitherto pub- 
licly avowed himself as such, and this more by 
his deeds than his words, is King Ferdinand VII. 
as the great organ and instrument of the Apos- 
tolical party by whom he is ruled and overawed. 
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In eme of bis proclamations, issued subsequent 
to the establishment of the Portuguese Charter, 
he did indeed declare, that " he would never fore- 
go the absolute power of which heaven had íuade 
liim the depositary, and that those of his subjects 
who might fear his giving up any part of this 
valuable and incontestable prerogative, might 
rely on his care to preserve it unimpaired." This, 
however, was rather a profession of politicai 
faith, renewed to his countrymen, than an hostile 
denunciation put forth against Portugal, It was, 
nevertheless, accompanied by the aggression of 
the Portuguese rebels, and the assembling and 
advance of a large army, evidently intênded to 
support their movements, The intentions and 
views of Spain were, however, more fully ex- 
plained in M. Salmon's circular, addressed to the 
Captain-Gcnerals of the Provinces: but, even 
that does not amount to a declaration of war, 
although, it distinctly shews that it is the fixed 
determination of the Spanish Government not to 
allow the Portu<ruese Charter to take root, lest, 
by its example, it may endanger the absolute 
power with which the Castilian monarch is 
invested. 

And, my Lord, as the sincere allies of Portu- 
gal, shall we consent to this? As matters now 
stand, Spain actually menaces the future tran- 
quillity of Europe, by the nature of her quarrel 
with Portugal, which can be considered in no 
other Hght, than as the real commencement of 
that dreaded war of opinions, unconfined to place, 
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so patriotically dcnounced, and so feelingly de- 
plored, by our'late lamented Premier. If sucli a 
war is not early prevented, and its consequences 
counteracted, God only knows how we ourselves 
may eventually be implicated. Having already 
flown to the aid of Portugal, can we now with- 
draw our troops, without a positive certainty that 
the motives which led to their debarcation, will 
not be renewed? Such a step would never satisfy 
the British people; nor could an act, so incon- 
siderate, be expeeted from tlie foresight and pru- 
dence of our ministers, What, tben, is to be done? 
We Lave two expedients, by which our object can 
be obtained, and, if we are in real earnest, I make 
no doubt, successfully, and these are, to demand 
ample securities from Spain, and to guard the 
infante Dom Miguel, at bis approaching return 
to Portugal, as the Lieutenant of his Imperial 
Brother, from becoming an instrument in the 
hands of those who have an interest in castincr 
down the Charter. 

The first expedient is certainly the most difficult 
to realize, owing to the obstaney of the predomi- 
nant party in Spain, as well as the impossibility 
of rendering any plan efficient, without an aboli- 
tion of that antisocial state in which the conntry 
is placed. Yet is this obstinacy, and this disrc- 
gard for the peace of Euvope to last for ever P 
Why, instead of prolonging the oceupation of 
Spain, do not the French undertake this part of 
the negotiation ? They have more right, than 
any other nation, to demand  of king Ferdinand 
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an act of justice.     In  this,   besides,  their  own 
national hononr is iinplicated.   Whenthey went to 
Spain, they pledged to the peoplc that a represen- 
tative form of government should be introduced, 
and the Duke d'Angouleme,   writing   to   King 
Ferdinand, under date of the lst of August, 1823, 
says as follows : " Le Roi, mon oncle et seignenr, 
avait pense, et les evênemcnts nont rim changé d 
ses sentimens, que votre Majesté, rendue á la liberte 
et usant de clemence, trouverait bon d.accorder une 
amnistie nécessaire  après tant de troubles, et de 
donner á ses peuples, par la convocation des an- 
ciennes Cortês du Royaume, des garanties d'ordre, 
de justice, et de bonne administration.    Tout  ce 
que la Francc pouvait faire, ainsi que ses alliés et 
VEurope entière, avait pour objet de consolider cet 
acte de sagesse; je ne crains pas de m'en porter 
garanty    This is no more than Ferdinand him- 
self once pledged to do.    Why, then, is it not 
done ? 

The Vienna Congress professed to put down 
" anti-social principies," and can those by which 
the present government of Spain is directed, be 
considered in any other point of view? In the 
settleinent of the affairs of Spain, there rnust be 
remissness, somewhere, for if the voice of France 
is too weak to reach beyond Ferdinand's Cama- 
rilla, why do not the allied powers step forward 
themselves ? To effect their purpose they do not 
require aimies; a simple declaration and general 
understanding on the subject, would suffice. I 
have already shewu that no compromise can take 
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place between the two leading parties in Spain, 
without mutual coneessions, or the interference of 
a high aulhority.    Without  this, the  evil com- 
plained of will daily íncrease.    Notwithstanding 
her public   professions,  France  has not yet dis- 
tinetly   shewn   that she is willing  to allow  the 
proper remedy to be applied, and hence, is it, that 
her sincerity is rendered dubious.    This is indeed 
confirmed by the whole tenour  of the recent po- 
Jicy of Franee  in  Portugal.    It was her agents 
wh o supported  the Pamplona ministry, for nine- 
teen  months, and to" this ministry do the Portu- 
guese owe the greatest part of their  calamities. 
The French eannot disguise their jealousy of our 
ascendancy, even now, that the objects of the old 
family conipact among the Bourbons, have died 
away.    À feeling of this kind was plainly mani- 
fested in  the French   Legislature, when  the de- 
barcation  of British troops in Portugal was an- 
nounced.     M. Hyde de Neuville, perhaps more 
alive to the subject than any other member in the 
Chamber,  owing to his late residence in Lisbon, 
in the  character of envoy,  very warmly replied 
to  one  of the  speakers :   (C Occnpons-?wus plutot 
de cette Jièvrc rouge qui vient de debarquer dans 
le Tage." 

• The French have ahvays supported the views 
and intrigues of the Spaniards in, aud against, 
Portugal, and it is confidently expected that their 
joint efforts will again be exerted to rule and in- 
fluence the councils of the future Re<rent. On 
the efíects of this appointment, the Spanish Após- 
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tolicals build their most sanguine hopes.    At it 
tliey rejoice, with as much exultation as they do 
at an  event that lately íilled every British heart 
with mourning.    Their tone and expectations are 
now raised higher than cver, and fresh intrigues 
preparing.     If the young Princc, on his arrival 
at the Portuguese capital, is surrounded by evil- 
minded mcn ;  or if his administration  assumes a 
character similar to that which distinguished his 
father's reign, from the time the  Villa Franca 
appointments  were closed, until the fali of Pam- 
plona, Portugal  sinks   hack into  the  same state 
Spain has been in, since Septcmber, 1823, and ali 
the beneficiai views of the fountler of the Charter 
will be defeated.    Yct  such a calamity  may  be 
avoided by  timely  advice, and  by the display of 
that  morai   influence  wc  still  weild.    On other 
occasions,   not  more momentous,   wc  have used 
both, with suecess.    In 1807, we advised the King 
and Royai Family  to emigrate   to  Brazil, and it 
was   done.     Subsequently   we  counselled  King 
John  VI,  to  put down the  Pamplona ministry 
and   acknowledge   the Indcpendence of  Brazil, 
and our wishes were complied with. 

Why, then, shall not an extra eftort be made 
on the present occasion ? Who is it wc have to 
fear ? We should only be doing an act of friend- 
ship, and supporting the interests and rigbts of a 
disíant ally, who, after our own declarations., has 
rcason to expect that wc will take care " that no- 
tliing is done by othersto prevent the Consíitution 
from  being fairly carricd into cftect."    Portugal 
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nceds repose, and this can only be secured by the 
absencc of danger.    In the  permanency  of that 
repose, no nation bas a deeper interest than  our- 
selves,   because   we  have  much   more   at  stake, 
than any other.    lt is also time  to  correct  that 
crroneous  idea of the Portuguese not  being pre- 
pared to enjoy the benefits of a  liberal Constitu- 
tion.    I hope I have already produccd   evidence 
enough, to  prove  the  contrary.    For   this,  one 
would   think,   the  avowals  of their   late  Sove- 
reign alone  would suffiee.    It is   an  undeniable 
fact, that ali the^enlightened and industrious clas- 
ses in Portugal, sigh for the regeneration of their 
unhappy land.    They are tired  of anarchy  and 
misrule. Where, besides is the Portuguese wh o is 
not familiar with  the   language   of the   national 
poet, Camoens ?    If the   Inquisition had left no 
other book in   their hands, this alone was  suffi- 
cient  to   keep   alive   exhilirating   recollections, 
derived from their past history j this alone would 
teach   them  to abhor   despotisin  and   value the 
rights of free men. 

The issue of the ensuing eontest, that is, of 
the expected strnggle wlnch is to decide whether 
the Constitutional Charter, as wisely granted by 
King Peter TV. is to stand, or fali, will equally 
decide whether we are to continue to be considered 
as the sincere friends and firm allies of Portugal. 
On us, at the present moment, every eye in Por- 
tugal and Brazil, is cast. So far, we have been 
unfortunate in the choicc of our diplomatic agent, 
on whose good wishes and good offices so much 

124 

nceds repose, and this cati only be secured by the 
absence of danger.    In the  permanency   of tliat 
repose, no nation bas a deeper interest than  our- 
selves,   because   we have  much   more   at  stake, 
than any other.    lt is also time  to  correct tbat 
crroneous  idea of the Portuguese not  being pre- 
pared to enjoy the benefits of a  liberal Constitu- 
tion.    I hope I have already produccd   evidence 
enough, to  prove  the  contrary.    For   this,  one 
would   think,   the  avowals  of their   late  Sove- 
reign alone  would suffiee.    It is   an  undeniable 
fact, that ali the~en]ightened and industrious clas- 
ses in Portugal, sigh for the regeneration of their 
unbappy land.    They are tired  of anarchy  and 
misrule. Where, besides is the Portuguese wh o is 
not familiar with  the   language   of the   national 
poet, Camoens ?    If the   Tnquisition had left no 
other book in  their hands, this alone was  suffi- 
cient  to   keep   alive   exhilirating   recollections, 
derived from their past history j this alone would 
teach   them  to abhor   despotism  and   value the 
ríghts of free men. 

The issue of the ensuing eontest, that is, of 
the expected strnggle which is to decide whether 
the Constitutional Charter, as wisely granted by 
King Peter TV. is to stand, or fali, will equally 
decide whether we are to continue to be considered 
as the sincere friends and firm allies of Portugal. 
On us, ât the present moment, every eye in Por- 
tugal and Brazil, is cast. So far, we have been 
unfortunate in the choicc of our diplomatic agent, 
on whose good wishes and good offices so much 



125 

depends, inacountiy like  Portugal.    The Por- 
tuguese, as well as  every Englishman intercsted 
in the affairs of Portugal, beheld, with most sin- 
cere rcgrct,  the individual whose narae   was so 
ominous in the late Affairs of Naples and   Spain, 
entrusted with the most important of ali commis- 
sions;   whilst the  enlightened  and experienced 
diplomatist, the one who, from his long residencc 
and old relations -with  Portugal, was  entitled to 
most confidcnce, from motives of mere  dclicacy, 
or rather punctilio, was withdrawn, on so moment- 
ous  an  occasion as the present.    This  circuin- 
stance alone, filled the  hearts  of those who wish 
well to the Charter, with dread and dismay, and 
has prevented many of the best patriots   from 
emerging from their present solitude.    That dis- 
trust  has   gone  on increasing, till at  length  our 
policy,   with  regard to  Portugal,   has   become 
dnbions, and numbers have been induced  to con- 
clude,   that   the stability of   the  new  order of 
thino-s,   is to us  a  matter of mere indifference, 
attributable to a want of sympathy for a  people, 
to whom we are bound  by   so  many  and such 
sacred ties. 

How this happens, is to me matter of great 
astonishment, when I reflect on the imperious 
considerations which urge us to look to the wel- 
fare of Portugal. I never can forget what Por- 
tugal was to us, during the late Continental 
war. " From this nook of Europe" said Mr. 
Canning, at the dinner given to him at Lisbon, 
in 1816, f< proceeded that impulse by which   its 

*    *    125 

depends, inacountry like  Portugal.    The Por- 
tuguese, as well as  every Englishman intercsted 
in the affairs of Portugal, beheld, with most sin- 
cere rcgret,  the individual whose narae   was so 
ominous in the late Affairs of Naples and   Spain, 
entrustcd with the most important of ali commis- 
sions;   whilst the  enlightened  and experienced 
diplomatist, the one who, from his long residence 
and old relations -with   Portugal, was  entitled to 
most confidcnce, from motives of mere  dclicacy, 
or rather punctilio, was withdrawn, on so moment- 
ous  an  occasion as the  present.    This  circum- 
stance alone, fllled the  hearts   of those who wish 
well to the Charter, with dread and dismay, and 
has  prevented many of the best patriots   from 
emerging from their present solitude.    That dis- 
trust  has   gone  on increasing, till at  length  our 
policy,   with  regard to  Portugal,   has   become 
dnbious, and numbers have been induced  to con- 
clude,   that   the  stability  of   tlie   new   order of 
thino-s,   is to us  a  matter of mere indifference, 
attributable to a want of sympathy for a  people, 
to whom we are bound  by   so  many  and such 
sacred ties. 

How this happens, is to me matter of great 
astonishment, when I reflect on the imperious 
considerations which urge us to look to the wel- 
fare of Portugal. I never can forget what Por- 
tugal was to us, dnring the late Continental 
Mar. " From this nook of Europe" said Mr. 
Canning, at the dinner given to him at Lisbon, 
in 1816, f< proceeded that impulse by which   its 



- 

126 

mightiest Kingdoms have been set free.    In this 
sterile and unpromising soil, wasdeposited the seed 
of that security, whose branches now overshadow 
mankind.    From these recollections and associa- 
tions, the land in which we  are  assembled, de- 
rives an animating and classic inierest, even in the 
eyes of the most indifferent observei-.    For  my 
own part, I cannot view this City, in which, for 
so many months of horror and anxiety, the hopes 
of Europe lay trembling for their doom;   I could 
not  traverse those mighty  fastnesses  of nature, 
which fence this capita]—those  bulwarks behind 
which Victory herself retired to  new plume her 
wings, for a flight   more soaring and more sus- 
tained ;   I could not contemplate these holy ruins, 
amongst which I have been wandering, where an 
awful  curiosity pauses to  enquire   whether the 
surrounding  destruction    has   been   wrought  by 
ancient convulsions of nature, or by the sportive 
sacrilege and barharous malignity   of the foe;   I 
cannot behold   the traces  of desolation  in  this 
country, and of suffering among the people, witíi- 
out rendering a justhomage to the character of a 
nation which, by ali that it has done, and more, 
by ali that it   has endured, has raised itself to a 
pitch of moral eminence, so  far beyond the pro- 
portion of its territory, population or power." 

He then goes on to add; " Portugal would 
not have been savcd without England, it is true ; 
but Portugal was to England a main instrument 
for the mightier task which England had then to 
perform.    We brought hithcr councils, arms and 
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British discipline and British valour.    We found 
here villing hearts and active hands—a confiding 
government—a people brave and enduring, docilc 
in instruction, faithful   in following, patient un- 
der privations, not to  be subdued  by disaster, 
and not to be intoxicated by success.    The   arm 
of  Eno-land   was the   lever   that  wrencbed   the 
power   of Buonaparte from  its basis;   Portugal 
was  tlie fulcrum  on which   that  lever  movcd. 
Eno-land fanned and fed that sacred fire, but Por- 
tuffal liad already rearedthe altar   on which that 
fire  was  kindled, and   from which   it mountecl, I 
brightcning and  widening, until the world was | 
illnminatcd with the blaze." f 

And, My Lord, do we owe no debt of gratitude 
for ali this ? Are these services so soon forgotten ? 
Or are those, by whom they were rendered, to be j 
condemned again to endure the scourge of law- J 
less power and oppression ? Are men who so lately | 
could do such deeds, as these, for the freedom of I 
their country, now to be considered as undeserving 
of our regard ; or shall we pronounce them unfit | 
to cnjoy the benefits of institutions, which a bene- | 
ficent  monarch has legitimately  bestowed   upon j 
them ? The whole of our long álliance with 
Portugal, has been a continued series of acts of 
friendship and protection, performed by great 
sacrifices and great efforts in favour of her free- 
dom and independence. Yet shall the best and 
most valued proof of our interest and sincerityy 
now be withheld ? Portugal can never become 
happy, independent and  secure,  unless her inha- 
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bitants arc raiscd from thc degradation in which 
tlicy havc  been  so long sunk.    This, thcir late 
monarcb himself avowed. He cven dared to point 
out  the  means by wliich  so dcsirable an   objcct 
might be obtained.    Unhappily, he was thwartcd 
in  bis good wishes,,  by that vcry same class of 
intrigues   and   machinations,   novv   preparing  to 
cntrap  thc future   Regent, and the consequenoes 
are still bcforc our cyes.    By a timely cíFort, on 
our part, we may yet place the Portugnese in a 
situatiou   no   longer  to   dread   the   intrigues   of 
a Pamplona,  or the  Lettres de cachei of a Ran- 
duffe.    One half of the pains taken, one  half of 
the energies employed, and one half of the strong 
and   threatening   aclvice  used  to   put   down   the 
Pamploua niinistry and induce the acknowlcd<r- 
ment of the Independence and Scparation of Bm-* 
zil, would shield the Charter from the insidious 
plots of its encimes, and render the benign inten- 
tions of its   illustrious  founder, permanently tri- 
umphant.    We have only to will it, and the work 
is done.     And  in performing this  act of friend- 
sbip  and justice,  whose  anger is it we have to 
fear ?  Is it that of Spain ? 

Our policy, witli regard to King Ferdinand's 
govcrnnient, seemed tobe made up, when our late 
Ministcr of Foreign AíFairsaddressed to the Span- 
ish envoy in London, bis memorable answer of the 
25th of March, 1825. From that moment, we wsrc 
prepared to expect no other than aets of insinccrity 
and contrarieties from the ruler of Spain.. In 
this, I am led to think, we were not mislaken.   In 
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upholding the  Portuguese Charter,  \ve   cannot, 
however, fear the rcsentment of France, since, 
after the public and repeatcd declarations she has 
put forth, she cannot now step forward as the 
cliampion of the Spanish Apostolicals ; nor  dare 
she undertake an open war against institutions, as 
legitimate as her own.    She would never take so 
awful a responsibility upon her shouhlers.   When 
England, in 1824, interposed her trident between 
America and Europe; when she boldly avowed 
her new policy, and silenced the cries of those who 
would stil) gladly have deluged the New World 
with  blood  and desolation,   in order to  restore 
the dominion of Spain, war was not the result. 
On  the contrary, Europe was reconciled to the 
measure,  and most of the powers soon followed 
our example.    Ill will was, no doubt, felt some- 
where; yet no  one, except  Spain, ventured to 
contest our right, and she did not dare to resent 
the measure, in any other way than remonstrance. 
The parties, then offended, are the very same who 
now  endeavour   to  put down   the   Portuguese 
Charter, partly out of hostility to us.    Yet, is it 
their anger we are afraid again to bravo ? 

The dawn of freedom, in Portugal, is, My Lord, 
most auspicious, and it would be a singular cir- 
cumstance, if such an event were not interesting 
to that nation, in which alone the spirit of real 
libeity is supposed to dwell. When the friend of 
humanity, in whose heart education has engraved 
the horror of injustice and a solicitude for the 
happiness of mankind,  casts his  eyes  over the 
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their anger we are afraid again to bravo ? 

The dawn of freedom, in Portugal, is, My Lord, 
most auspicious, and it would be a singular cir- 
cumstance, if such an event were not interesting 
to that nation, in which alone the spirit of real 
libeity is supposed to dwell. When the friend of 
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happiness of mankind,  casts his  eyes  over the 
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cnmsoned pages of that portion of Spanish Jm- 
tory,  which comprehends   Ferdinand's reign of 
terror, from the year 1814, with only a sho°rt in- 
terval, up to the present time, he must shudder at 
the idea of the Apostolicals gaining an  ascen- 
dancy in Portugal.   They are now, however, again 
marshalling- ali their strength, and preparing to 
aet, nay, even before the future Regent returns 
to Lisbon.    AH possible plots and niachinations 
will be resorted to; yet we have only to second 
the benevolent wishes of king Peter IV., and in a 
firni and manly way throw the weight of our in- 
fluence and good offices into the opposite scale, 
and the triumph is secure.    One single  act of 
enlightened policy will place the Charter beyond 
danger, when Portugal will be at peace and pros- 
per.    She will then, and then only, recover from 
her past misfortunes.    Under a wise administra- 
tion, she still possesses ali the elements, necessary 
to constitute an efficient and powerful kingdom. 
She has still dependancies enough, proportioned 
to her size.    The Azores and  other  íslands, as 
wcll as her Eastern Colonies, properly adminis- 
tered, offer inexhaustible resources to  her com- 
merce and  navigation.    These, and many other 
dormant ones which she possesses within herself, 
would be gradually developcd, if she has only the 
aid of liberal  institutions.    Ali,  My  Lord, will 
be lost if the Charter is overthrown ; nay, I will 
venture   to   add, if vengeance  and   monachism 
triumph in the Península; if the Imperial power 
is shook in Brazil, or, if Bolívar is lost to Colom- 
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bit, tlie destinies of those threc interesting por- 
tions of the globe, will stand still, for the next 
twenty years. 

Again soliciting Your Lordship's pardon for 
my long intrusion, I avail myself of this oppor- 
tunity to express myself, 

With most profound respect, 

Your Lordship's, 

Most obedient and devoted Servant, 

WÍLLTAM WALTON. 

London, Scptcmbcr 12, 1827. 
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